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PREFACE 


Turis volume completes the publication of the letters of John 
McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company and brings his career as a servant of the 
Company to anend. Taken together with the selection from 
other documents given in their introductions, notes and 
appendixes, and with the Ledger Account of McLoughlin 
(published in the Oregon Historical Quarterly, XLV), the 
three volumes of Fort Vancouver Letters place before the 
public everything of importance which passed between 
McLoughlin and the Company. 

In so far as the letters are McLoughlin’s official 
‘‘ despatches” they give an account of the problems and 
developments in the Columbia Department during his long 
period of office ; in so far as they are personal letters they 
provide what must be the main authority for any study of 
McLoughlin during this period. McLoughlin, however, is 
not interesting solely as a servant of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company ; he was a significant figure both before and after 
he became a Chief Factor. For the first and last portions of 
his life the authoritative documents lie outside the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s archives, and so outside the scope of this series 
of publications. This in no way detracts from the importance 
of these periods, but it may explain why they are so lightly 
touched in volumes which are dominated by the man but 
which, concerned primarily to publish the records of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, must therefore throw most light on 
the career of McLoughlin as a servant of the Company. 

The volume has again been prepared for the press by Miss 
A. M. Johnson in war-time London ; this has to some extent 
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curbed the facilities for research and access to works of 
reference but it has not prevented full use from being made of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s archives, although it has made 


the task more difficult. 
EY ERICH 
St. Catharine’s College 
Cambridge 


PER ODUG TION: 


Turs concluding series of John McLoughlin’s letters furnishes ample 
evidence that Sir George Simpson’s visit to the Pacific Coast in 1841-42 
~ was the turning-point in McLoughlin’s later career. “Yo it McLoughlin 
himself ascribed the tragic events and bitter controversies that darkened 
his last years in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Doubtless 
the clash over trading policy, and the Governor’s conduct following the 
murder of John McLoughlin, junior, would by themselves have been 
sufficient to produce this attitude. But McLoughlin also laid at Simpson’s 
door most of the other misfortunes that contributed to the unhappy 
climax reached in his affairs in the spring and summer of 1845. It was 
not by accident that the “ Old Doctor’s ” final summary of his tribulations 
in his last letter to Sir John Pelly was prefaced by the bitter words : “Sir 
George Simpsons Visit here in 1841 has cost me Dear ”’.? 


1 

The two years that had elapsed between McLoughlin’s return to Fort 
Vancouver from London in October, 1839, and Simpson’s arrival on 
the coast in August, 1841, had been busy but unspectacular. Apart from 
routine trading matters McLoughlin had been engaged chiefly in 
carrying out the agreement concluded in February, 1839, between the 
Russian American Company and the Hudson’s Bay Company. Its tenor 
is well known. The Russians undertook to discontinue all trading activities 
in the mainland portion of the “ panhandle ” of Alaska, and to lease the 
area to the Hudson’s Bay Company for a period of ten years, at an annual 
rental of 2,000 land-otter skins. Other clauses specified the prices at 
which additional skins would be purchased by the Russians, and the rates 
at which supplies and equipment would be carried from England to Alaska 


1Itis a pleasure once more to acknowledge my indebtedness to Miss A. M. 
Johnson, who furnished innumerable transcripts of material in the Archives of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and to Dr. Burt Brown Barker and Mr. Willard E. 
Ireland, both of whom placed freely at my disposal extensive notes compiled 
from the papers in the Company’s Archives. 

2 [Hudson’s Bay Company Archives] A. 10/21, McLoughlin to Pelly, July 12, 
1846. See p. 171. Subsequent classification numbers refer to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company Archives. 


Xi 


Xl INTRODUCTION 


in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s ships. Finally, the Company undertook 
to deliver at Sitka stated quantities of wheat, flour, pease, barley, salt beef, 
butter, and pork.! 

Simpson had pressed for such an agreement ever since 1829, but at 
first the Russians had been unresponsive. It was the Dryad affair of 
1834,” which the Foreign Office obligingly accepted as an international 
incident requiring official explanations and the payment of damages, that 
had finally compelled a change in the Russian attitude. In the end 
Simpson wisely waived the damage claims, and accepted terms that were 
much to the advantage of both parties. As a result the agreement, with 
slight modifications, was renewed repeatedly and continued in force as 
long as the Russians retained Alaska. From the point of view of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company the most important benefits were control of the 
Coast, which would safeguard the Company’s valuable monopoly in the 
Interior, and the freight contract, which would deprive American 
traders of the lucrative Sitka market and thereby drive most of them from 
the region. The Russians, for their part, were guaranteed a supply of 
agricultural products, which would enable them to abandon Fort Ross, 
their expensive establishment in California. In addition they secured 
furs for which they hada ready market ; and, like the British, they would 
benefit by the weakening of American competition. 

It is interesting to find that the Hudson’s Bay Company intended to 
revert to direct action if the negotiations with the Russian American 
Company in 1838~39 had not been successful. Ever since the Dryad 
incident great care had been taken to give the Russians no cause for 
complaint ; but there was a limit to the patience of the Governor and 
Committee. In the autumn of 1838 a private and confidential dispatch 
was sent to James Douglas, then in charge at Fort Vancouver, instructing 
him to make provision for a strong expedition that could, if need be, force 
its way up the Stikine River in the summer of 1 840, and build a trading 


* For the text of the agreement see E. H. Oliver (ed.), Te Canadian North- 
West, Its Early Development and Legislative Records (Ottawa, 1915), II, 791-6, 
or Alaska Boundary Tribunal, Il, “ Appendix to the Case of His Majesty’s 
Government ” (Washington, 1904), pp: 209-12. See also British Columbia 
Historical Quarterly, V, D. C. Davidson, “ Relations of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company with the Russian American Company on the Northwest Coast, 
1829-1867 ”, pp. 45-51. 

* See H[udson’s] B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. IV, E. E. Rich (ed.), The 
Letters of Fokn McLoughlin from Fort Vancouver to the Governor and Committee, 
First Series, 1825-38 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1941, and London, 
The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1941), pp. cili—cvi, 134-6, 317-22. 
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post beyond the Russian territorial limits. This plan was to be kept “a 
profound secret ”, and Douglas was advised to dissemble if necessary in 
order to conceal its true purpose.? 

Douglas did visit the Stikine in the summer of 1840, but the accord 
with the Russians, signed by Simpson in Hamburg on February 6, 1839, 
changed completely the character of his mission. Instead of leading an 
aggressive expedition, he travelled northward more or less as an 
ambassador, charged by the Council of the Northern Department with the 
responsibility of carrying certain terms of the new agreement into effect. 
He was to take over the Russian post at the mouth of the Stikine (known 
variously as the Redoubt St. Dionysius and Point Highfield) and, if 
possible, build a new fort on the Taku. In addition, the practical details 
of the new trading relationship between the two companies had to be 
worked out. All this Douglas succeeded in doing, thanks in great part to 
his success in establishing cordial personal relations with the Russian 
authorities at Sitka.” 

‘There remained the problem of furnishing the wheat, flour, beef, etc., 
that the Hudson’s Bay Company had undertaken to deliver to the Russian 
American Company. The existing farms in the Columbia District 
could not supply all the produce needed, and the Governor and Committee 
decided that their expansion should be entrusted to a new corporation. 
‘This was the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company, which came into 
being only a few days after Simpson’s return to London from Hamburg 
in February, 1839. Legally it was entirely independent of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, but for all practical purposes it was subsidiary to it. If 
proof of this were necessary it would be sufficient to point out that the 
three agents chosen to act for the new company were John Henry Pelly, 
Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Andrew Colvile, the Deputy 
Governor, and George Simpson. No provision was made for separate 
local management ; McLoughlin was given charge of the affairs of both 
the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company and the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. Indeed by resolutions of the Council of the Northern 
Department for 1839 and 1840 he was “ directed to give his particular 
attention to the affairs of ’’ the former.® 


1 See H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. VI, E. E. Rich (ed.), The 
Letters of Fohn McLoughlin from Fort Vancouver to the Governor and Committee, 
Second Series, 1839-44 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1943, and London, 
The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1943), pp. 209-10. 

* See B. C. Hist. Quar., V, W. E. Ireland, “‘ James Douglas and the Russian 
American Company, 1840”, pp. 55-61. 

3 Oliver, Canadian North-West, Il, 786, 810. 
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He must have received this instruction with mixed feelings, for 
although the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company itself was new, the 
idea that lay back of it was some years old and had originated with 
himself. In the spring of 1832 he had drawn up a prospectus which 
outlined a plan “ for the rearing of Cattle on a large scale, with a view of 
establishing from the Columbia a branch of export trade to England, and 
other countries, in the articles of Tallow Beef Hides horns &c”. “To 
carry out the scheme he “ proposed to form a Joint Stock Company, to 
be Styled ‘The Oragon Beef & Tallow Company’, whose capital 
Stock shall be three thousand pounds, divided into three hundred shares of 
Ten pounds each... ”. The operations of the Company were described 
in some detail. “The nucleus of the herd was to be obtained overland from 
California, and when the cattle arrived in the Willamette Valley in the 
fall of the year, they were to be placed on good pasturage there for the 
winter. McLoughlin thought that 700 cows and 70 bulls could be 
secured for £700, and he estimated that by 1842 the Company would 
possess 5,472 cows, 4,800 bullocks, 333 bulls and 1,802 calves, worth 
$14,735. [he prospectus stated further that the “best plan of 
conducting the business would be to place a large stockholder at the 
head of it, allowing him but a very moderate salary for the first 
year or two, and increase it gradually as the stock of cattle augmented ”’. 
A board of directors was to be “‘ appointed from amongst the principal 
resident Stockholders ”’.1 

The origin of McLoughlin’s plan is not far to seek. On the one 
hand, experience on the farm at Fort Vancouver had shown that the 
region was a good cattle country ; on the other, a trade in hides and tallow 
was the chief industry in California. If it was profitable there, why 
should it not be so in the Columbia? The point of special interest is, of 
course, that McLoughlin thought in terms of an independent 
organization, unconnected with the Hudson’s Bay Company. In his 
view the Company’s interests (and, incidentally, its monopoly rights) 
were limited to furs and trading with the Indians ; hides and tallow lay 
outside its field of operations. 

Some time apparently elapsed before Simpson heard of the Oregon 
Beef & Tallow Company, for no mention was made of it in his letters to 
the Governor and Committee until August, 1834. His reaction was 
characteristic. He agreed that the idea was a good one, and urged that 
it be appropriated without delay by the Governor and Committee. ‘“ I 


* The prosp ectus was dated Columbia River, March ro, 1832. An unsigned 
copy 1s in D. 4/100, fos. 30~31d., Simpson to the Governor and Committee, 
August 27, 1834. 
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am of opinion ”’, he wrote, “ that such a business might be established at 
a very small expense by the Company, and in the course of a very few 
years become an extended and important branch of export trade... I 
therefore beg leave strongly to recommend that cattle rearing on a large 
scale on the banks of the Wilhamet, on the Cowlitz Portage, or elsewhere, 
as may be found suitable for the purpose . . . be established by the Honble. 
Company, as a branch of the Fur Trade... and to that end I beg to 
suggest that a Commissioned Gentleman, a Clerk, and 12 men... be 
sent to California by one of the Columbia country vessels next fall, 
1835, with goods such as are most likely to be in demand there, and 
[about £300 in] specie, amounting in all to about £1000, for the 
purpose of carrying on a barter trade for, and purchasing about 
1000 head of Cattle...’ Almost as an afterthought he disposed 
of McLoughlin’s proposed independent company by the remark 
that the plan could, in his opinion, succeed only if taken up by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company : “in the hands of a Joint Stock Association, 
or Individuals, I am decidedly of opinion it would not be found to 
answer ”’.1 

The question as to whether hides and tallow had anything to do with 
the Hudson’s Bay Company troubled Simpson not at all. ‘Ten years 
before, when he had first visited the Columbia District, the reluctance of 
the commissioned officers to engage in farming had moved him to remark 
that “‘ every pursuit tending to leighten the Expence of the Trade is a 
branch thereof ”’.2 It was not his custom to permit policy to stand in the 
way if a profit and advantage to the Company were in prospect. “The 
Governor and Committee dealt with the problem in a somewhat different 
way. Ina forthright dispatch to McLoughlin, written in December, 
1834, they contended that the independent organization he proposed 
‘“would be detrimental, if not dangerous to the Fur Trade” 
Continuing, they insisted that the Fur Trade had “a right to the best 
exertions, and to the undivided time and attention of every Chief Factor 
and Chief Trader as well as Clerk & Servant. ... We cannot therefore 
permit any Person, to engage in this project while connected with the 
Company, or allow any assistance or encouragement to be given to 
others not in the Service, who may attempt such a measure”. “They 
accepted Simpson’s recommendation that the Company itself snould 


21); 4/100, fos. 22d.—23d., Simpson to the Governor and Committee, August 
27, 1834. See H.B.8., IV, 137-8. 

2 Frederick Merk (ed.), Fur Trade and Empire: George Simpson's Fournal 
... 1824-25 (Cambridge, Mass., 1931), p. 50. The entry is dated November 1, 
1824, at Fort Okanagan. 
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enter the trade, and duly forwarded £300 in currency to McLoughlin, 
to be expended as Simpson might direct.4 

McLoughlin’s reply, dated September 30, 1835,°waS"printed in the 
first series of his letters to the Governor and Committee, and only a few 
lines need be repeated here. Written at a time when his treatment of 
Nathaniel Wyeth, the construction of the steamer Beaver, the Dryad 
incident, and various other matters had caused a rift in his relations with 
London, it was almost defiant in tone: “‘ I beg to observe, that I see 
nothing in the Deed Poll that deprives me of the Right of investing my 
means in any business I think proper, except in trading directly or 
indirectly with the Indians ; and forming a hide & tallow Company is 
certainly distinct from the fur Trade, and I think, if the Hudsons Bay 
Company enter on that business, that no commissioned Gentleman can 
be obliged to join it, unless they please, as if a hide & tallow company is 
formed, with the present constitution of the concern the present 
Factors and traders will incur the expense of making a business, while 
the profits of it will go to others. To obviate such injustice, I suggested 
to form a joint Stock company, in which every one might subscribe, as 
much as he thought proper, and to keep it perfectly distinct from the Fur 
rade 

Outwardly the Governor and Committee held to their own opinion. 
In January, 1837, they informed McLoughlin that their views on the 
joint stock association had not changed. It was their desire “ that 
measures be taken as early as possible, to get a herd of from 500 to 1000 
head of young Cattle . . . from California, and that a grazing farm witha 
view to establishing an Export trade in the articles of Tallow and Hides 
be formed . . . and that as many Sheep, as can conveniently be taken from 
Calefornia by sea, or the Sandwich Islands, be sent to the same 
Establishment, with a view to forming an export trade. . . in the article 
of Wool ”’.* Nevertheless little was actually done, and everything suggests 
that McLoughlin’s argument had struck home. ‘True, the Company’s 
exclusive trading licence came up for renewal in 1838, and regardless of 
other circumstances this would doubtless have caused delay. But when 
the Governor and Committee did finally act, they adopted McLoughlin’s 
plan inallbutname. “... After giving the subject mature consideration 
and obtaining the best legal advice ”, they wrote to Simpson in March, 


1 A. 6/23, fo. 100, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 10, 
1834. See H.B.8., IV, 137, n. 3. 
2 BAW TY rage. 


° A. 6/24, fo. 59d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, January 25, 
1837. 
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1839, they had reached the conclusion that the objects in view could be 
attained better “ under the protection and auspices of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company by a separate Association, than if undertaken by the Company 
in conjunction with the Fur trade....’! The association in question, 
the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company, had already been in existence 
for about a month. This statement to Simpson, it should be added, was 
made simply for purposes of record and for the information of the Council, 
as both Simpson and McLoughlin had been in London for some time. 
McLoughlin’s dispatches to the agents of the Puget’s Sound 
Agricultural Company have been preserved, but they are not yet available 
for study. For the present purpose it is sufficient to note that the 
Company was never a success, and that both its affairs and the problem of 
delivering the specified quantities of supplies to the Russians added 
materially to McLoughlin’s troubles. His strength lay in his vast 
knowledge of the fur trade, whereas this latest assignment was concerned 
chiefly with agriculture and shipping. It is clear that McLoughlin’s visit 
to London greatly improved personal relations between the Committee, 
Simpson, and himself ; but this did not erase the fact that the Committee 
had more than once been sharply critical of his conduct of the Fort 
Vancouver farms, and that his handling of ships had been uniformly 
unfortunate. The failure of the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company, 
and the ruinous delays that continued to beset coastal shipping, revived 
the Committee’s doubts, and later helped to undermine their confidence 
in McLoughlin’s management. 


il 
Four topics recur constantly in McLoughlin’s later dispatches. Two 


of these—trading policy on the Northwest Coast and the murder of his 
son—were discussed at length in the introduction to the second series of 


1A. 6/25, fo. 28, Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 20, 1839. 
The dispatch continued : “ The Association is to be styled ‘ The Pugets Sound 
Agricultural Company ’ and its Capital to be £200,000 divided into 2000 shares 
of £100 each, of which about half will be held by the Directors of the Hudson’s 
_ Bay Company and other Proprietors of Hudsons Bay Stock and their friends, and 
the other half is reserved for such commissioned Gentlemen, clerks and others 
belonging to the Fur trade as may wish to become interested according to a scale 
that has been prepared . . . we have made it an express condition as a protection 
to the Fur trade, that the principal superintendence of its affairs, shall be vested 
in a Gentleman interested in the Fur trade...”. McLoughlin was given the 
superintendence of the affairs of the new company. For further details, and an 
outline of the company’s later history, see H.B.S., VI, 1 S, ike. 
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his letters. "The remaining two are the California venture, and the 
Company’s land claim at the falls of the Willamette River. 

Trade between the Columbia District and California had been in 
McLoughlin’s mind since the early days of his superintendency. Sea 
otter were being taken in substantial numbers off the Californian coast, 
and parts of the country were said to abound in beaver. In addition, the 
possibility of collecting a debt originally owing to the North West 
Company appealed to his thrifty soul. In the autumn of 1825 he inquired 
“¢ Tf the Concern had a Vessel on the Coast ”’ whether the Governor and 
Committee would “‘ approve visiting St Francisco, Monterry &c. there 
are a good many [sea] Otters killed about those places”. “The 
Committee was willing, and in 1827, within a few months of her arrival 
on the Coast, McLoughlin sent the schooner Cadboro, Captain A‘melius 
Simpson, to Monterey. The market for salmon and timber was found 
to be promising, but lack of shipping made it impossible to take advantage 
of this. It was not until 1830 that McLoughlin was able to send Captain 
Simpson south again, this time in the Dryad. His instructions read in 

Fide 

ze You will endeavour to ascertain if there are any settlers on the 
Bonaventura [Sacramento], and if there would be any objections to our 
sending a party of Trappers to that part of the country or to the Bay of 
St. Francisco. This information you could only get from private sources, 
and it is very uncertain whether even if we had leave that we would send. 
However as Beaver are numerous about that place it is well to ascertain 
the point and you will also endeavour to learn if we could be allowed to 
take Cattle, Horses and Mules out of California. 

“You will demand if you think it safe the debt due to the late N. W. 
Company by the Government of California. 

‘If you become acquainted with any of the Missions you may tell 
them we will undertake to import any article they may wish from 
England.” 2 

Even in 1830 McLoughlin thus had a wide variety of possible 
developments in mind. But there was one highly important omission 
from his list—the trade in hides and tallow upon which the economic life 
of California then chiefly depended. As there was little currency 
available, trade was conducted largely by barter, and Captain Simpson 
found that if the Hudson’s Bay Company wished to sell timber, salmon, 


1 H.B.8., 1V, 22, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, October 6, 
1825. 


* Merk, Fur Trade and Empire, p. 332, McLoughlin to Captain Simpson, 
November 24, 1830. 
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or manufactured goods, it must be prepared to accept hides and tallow in 
payment. 

The wording of McLoughlin’s request for information about the 
Bonaventura is curious, for the Company’s trapping parties had already 
explored the valley of the Sacramento more than once. The Southern 
Party, led by A. R. McLeod, had spent most of the summer of 1829 
there.2- Only six weeks before he drafted Captain Simpson’s instructions, 
McLoughlin had himself reported to the Governor and Committee that 
in this same year, 1830, Peter Skene Ogden had descended the San 
Joaquin River to its mouth, and then explored the Sacramento from 
San Francisco Bay to its headwaters. Two years later John Work led a 
trapping expedition southward from Fort Vancouver to the valley of the 
Sacramento, where he met and joined forces with another party under 
Michel Laframboise, who had journeyed to the same region by the coastal 
route.4 In the spring of 1835 Laframboise again set out for California 
and thereafter an expedition under his leadership to the Bonaventura (as 
the Sacramento was then usually called) became an annual event. 

Contact with California by sea continued to be spasmodic. “The Lama 
visited San Francisco in the spring of 1837, but “‘ the adventure did not 
clear expenses”’.® In August the Cadboro, Captain Brotchie, sailed 
southward to try again. With her as supercargo went William Glen Rae, 
who in 1838 was to marry McLoughlin’s daughter Eloisa. Rae found 


| ~ that he could do no more than trade his goods for the chicf products of the 


country, tallow, hides and beef. ‘‘ The Proceeds”’, as James Douglas 
reported to Governor Simpson, “ were bulky... but will do little more 
than cover expenses.”’ § 

Meanwhile Simpson had been wondering if the Company might not 
participate in the California sea-otter trade, and at his suggestion the 
Governor and Committee authorized McLoughlin to employ one of the 


_ 1H.BS., 1V, 226, McLoughlin to Simpson, March 16, 1831. 

2 H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. III, R. Harvey Fleming (ed.), 
Minutes of Council Northern Department of Rupert Land, 1821-31 (Toronto, 
The Champlain Society, 1940, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
1940), Pp. 449. 

3 H.B.S., 1V, 86, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, October 11, 
1830. 

4 For Work’s journal of this expedition see California Historical Society 
Quarterly, XXII, A. B. Maloney (ed.), “ Fur Brigade to the Bonaventura ”’, 
Pp- 193-222, 323-48; continued in XXIII, pp. 19-40, 123-46. 

° H.B.S., 1V, 278, Douglas to Simpson, March 18, 1838. 

6 Tbid. 


XX INTRODUCTION 


Company’s ships for this purpose. There were difficulties in the way, 
however, and in an effort to circumvent them McLoughlin had already 
made an agreement with Captain John Bancroft, to whom he had sold 
the brig Lama in 1837. Bancroft was to be outfitted with goods required 
for the sea-otter trade, and was to pay for them in sea-otter skins at an 
agreed price.2 The bargain was shrewdly made, and Bancroft was a 
reliable trader. Unfortunately he was murdered shortly after, and 
nothing came of this arrangement.® 

Still another development of interest took place in 1837, due to the 
visit to Oregon of William A. Slacum. It seemed to Slacum that the 
most pressing need of the small colony of American settlers already 
established in the Willamette Valley was cattle. He therefore offered a free — 
passage to California to anyone who wished to proceed thither to purchase 
livestock. “The result was the organization of the Willamette Cattle 
Company. Far from being unfriendly to this move, McLoughlin took a 
substantial interest in the concern on behalf of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. ‘Ten men sailed in the Lortot in February, and although they 
suffered great privations and lost many animals, they succeeded in driving 
between five and seven hundred cattle overland to the Columbia.4 

‘The suggestion that a trading post should be established in California 
was apparently first put forward by Simpson in 1835, but little was said 
and nothing done until 1839, when he and McLoughlin met in London. 
Later, when the venture had become the subject of heated controversy, 
Simpson contended that the information upon which he had 
‘* recommended to the Board that it should be entered into ”’, and which 
he “‘ subsequently found to be erroneous ”’, had been “‘ derived from or 
through Mr. McLoughlin ””. 

McLoughlin’s reply was a categorical denial that he had been “‘ the 
originator of this business”. He admitted that he had regarded the idea 
as a good one, but he had opposed its adoption because he felt that he would 


1H.B.S., IV, 195, n. 1, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, January 
ety hoe ae 

2 Tbidyy op: 1k. 2ul: 

3 H.B.S., V1, 206; see also Adele Ogden, The California Sea Otter Trade, 
1784-1848 (Berkeley, Calif., 1941), pp. 128-9. 

* See H.B.S., IV, 216: also “ Copy of a Document Found among the Private 
Papers of the late Dr. John McLoughlin”, in Transactions ...of the Oregon 
Pioneer Association for 1880 (Salem, Ore., 1881), pp. 51-2. 

* A. 12/2, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, June 21, 1844, par. 25. 
The same sentiment is expressed in D. 4/31, fos. 87d.-88, Simpson to 
McLoughlin, June 16, 1844. 
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“not be allowed the necessary latitude” to carry it out in a proper 
manner. However, when Simpson insisted, he had acquiesced, and had 
prepared a requisition for the outfit required.1 

McLoughlin seems nowhere to have outlined the kind of establishment 
he himself had had in mind. The probability is that he favoured entering 
upon the business on a generous scale. In addition to a depot for the 
Sacramento Valley trading parties, and a base from which to engage in 
the sea-otter trade, he doubtless envisaged an export trade in timber, 


salmon and flour from the Columbia, and the purchase of hides, tallow 


and wheat in California. On the other hand the Governor and 
Committee (and presumably Simpson) were thinking in terms of a 
commercial rather than a fur-trading post. Thus on March 20, 1839, 
about the time McLoughlin left London, the Committee wrote to 
Simpson : ‘‘ At San Francisco or Monterry we think a store for the sale 
of British manufactured goods and other articles constantly in demand at 
the Missions and by the Settlers or residents... might be opened with 
advantage .. . we therefore recommend that you turn your attention to 
those objects...” 2 Three months later the Council of the Northern 
Department, which McLoughlin attended, resolved that Alexander 
Simpson, who was to make a voyage to California the following year to 
purchase sheep, should “‘ while there direct his attention to the 
‘Commercial operations of that Coast with a view of enabling us to form 
a Commercial Establishment there hereafter ’’.3 

Upon his return in the autumn of 1839, McLoughlin found that the 
California question was a very live issue at Fort Vancouver. In May, 
1838, Douglas had sent Captain Brotchie back to Monterey and San 
Francisco, this time in the Nereide, to purchase sheep. There Brotchie 


* McLoughlin’s own words were: “I am certain people reading this would 
suppose that I am the originator of this business. I beg distinctly to state that 
when it was first suggested to me in 1835 till you proposed it to me in London in 
1839, though I always had a good opinion of the business, I opposed it merely 
because I felt we would not be allowed the necessary latitude to carry on the 
business in the manner it ought to be conducted, but in 18 39 when you mentioned 
to me that we ought to enter in that business, I agreed and made outa requisition 
by your direction, and in compliance with my instructions sent the outfit in charge 
of Mr. Rae whom you appointed to it in 1841.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 
XVII, Katharine B. Judson, “ Documentary ”, McLoughlin to Simpson, March 
20, 1844, pp. 223-4. 

2 A. 6/25, fo. 28, Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 20, 1839. 


3 Oliver, Canadian North-West, 11, 786. For Alexander Simpson’s report of 
October 1, 1840, see H.B.S., VI, 237-45. 
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had encountered all the vexatious regulations, levies and delays to which 
foreign ships were then subjected. Nominally the highest authority in 
California was the civil governor, Alvarado, who resided at Monterey ; 
actually an equal power lay with Alvarado’s uncle, General Vallejo, 
commander of the forces, whose headquarters were at Scnoma, north of 
San Francisco.! It was from Vallejo that Brotchie finally secured his 
sheep, after much delay and devious negotiation. He seized the 
opportunity to raise the question of hunting rights, with a view to 
regularizing the operations of the Company’s trapping parties in 
California, but Vallejo evaded the issue.2 Douglas, however, had 
developed a keen interest in the possibilities of trade in California, and 
refused to accept this rebuff as final. In October he reported to the 
Governor and Committee that he intended “ to persevere in pressing these 
subjects upon the attention of the Calefornian Government...” * A 
year later he was prepared to “ guarantee, for some years, a return of 
4000 Beaver and [Sea] Otter skins annually, at less expense than they are 
obtained in many parts of this District ”’, if a free entry to the country 
could be secured. In addition to hunting rights, however, he regarded 
“the formation of a trading Post at the eastern extremity of San 
Francisco Bay ” as an essential part of the plan.* 

Alexander Simpson paid his visit to Monterey and San Francisco in 
August and September of 1840. His report to McLoughlin is printed in 
full in the second series of these letters. Alexander Simpson found that 
General Vallejo had kept his own counsel about Brotchie’s proposals, and 
that Governor Alvarado “‘ was entirely unacquainted with the desire of the 
Company to obtain a licence to trap in the Interior Country or to hunt 
Sea Otter on the coast’. Alvarado “ offered his best offices with the 
Government of Mexico to obtain such a Licence”, but Alexander 
Simpson would hazard no opinion as to the probable outcome. He was 
impressed with the possibilities of the trade in hides and tallow ; and both 
in that connection, and for general trading purposes, he too believed 


1 For an account of the complicated politics and personalities of the time see 
Cal. Hist. Soc. Quar., XVI and XVII, George Tays, “‘ Mariano Guadalupe 
Vallejo. A Biography and a History ”. 


2 H.B.S., IV, 250, Douglas to the Governor and Committee, October 18, 
1838. 


3 Ibid. 

4 H.B.S., V1, 207-8, Douglas to the Governor and Committee, October 14, 
1839. 

° Ibid., pp. 237-45, Alexander Simpson to McLoughlin, October 1, 1840. 
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“ that an Establishment in the Port of San Francisco would be productive 
of much profit and advantage ”’.t 

Encouraged by Alvarado’s attitude, Douglas himself sailed for 
California within a few months. He had just returned from Sitka, where 
he had settled various problems with the Russians, and the assignment was 
a tribute to his new reputation as a diplomat. Nor was his ability 
_ overrated. As his report shows,? he accomplished the difficult feat of 
getting along with both Alvarado and Vallejo, and won concessions from 
- Governor and General alike. Alvarado agreed to allow the Hudson’s 
Bay Company to trade and trap upon conditions that Douglas thought 
could be complied with ; Vallejo issued a permit under which the 
Company could hunt throughout his jurisdiction upon the payment of 
certain duties. Once again Douglas advocated the establishment of a 
post; and because of “the growing trade and importance of San 
Francisco’? he recommended it as “‘ the most favourable point for a 
mercantile house ’’.8 

Everything suggests that it was Douglas’s attitude that quieted the 
doubts in McLoughlin’s mind, and thereby, in great measure, led to the 
events that followed. McLoughlin had a great respect for Douglas’s 
judgment, and in his letters to the Governor and Committee he was 
generous in his praise of the ability with which the negotiations in 
California had been conducted. Convinced that Douglas had paved the 
way for a profitable venture, McLoughlin lost no time in arranging for 
the opening of a post at San Francisco. His son-in-law, William 
Glen Rae, was selected for the charge, and late in May, 1841, Rae 
sailed in the Cowlitz, bound for California by way of the Sandwich 
Islands. 

Rae’s instructions show that Douglas had carried negotiations even 
further than was indicated in his formal report to McLoughlin. Thus, 
while Rae was told that he would have to proceed to Monterey, as that 
was the only port open to foreign vessels, and that all goods would have to 
be carried thence to San Francisco in Rien econ: he was informed 
that Governor Alvarado had ‘‘ promised to send our goods to San 
Francisco, in the Government Schooner, that is to say, she will sail to 
that place in company with the Cowe/itz, having a few goods on board, 
merely to save appearances an accommodation for which you will pay 


1 Ibid., pp. 239, 240, 244. 

*Ibid., pp. 251-6, Douglas to McLoughlin, March 23, 1841. Douglas’s 
original “ Diary of a trip to California ”, covering the period December 3, 1840, 
to January 23, 1841, is in the Archives of British Columbia. 

Slbid, p. 255. 
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any reasonable compensation required”. Again, he was told that Jacob 
Primer Leese, brother-in-law of General Vallejo, who owned the best 
premises in Yerba Buena, had agreed to sell them to the Company for 
$4,000 in goods.!- Whether or not Alvarado carried out his bargain does 
not appear, but Rae actually paid Leese $4,600 for his property.? 

Simpson arrived at Fort Vancouver on his fateful visit only four 
months after Rae’s departure. McLoughlin knew that he was coming 
and it is difficult to understand why he plunged into the California venture 
without waiting to consult his superior. “True, he had reported fully to 
Simpson at every stage, but the fact remains that he acted in the 
end without specific authorization. Anxiety that Rae should reach 
California in time to secure a share in the current year’s trade in hides and 
tallow—which, as it turned out, Rae did not succeed in doing—may well 
have been the deciding factor. In any event, Simpson’s opposition, 
when it developed, was obviously a great surprise to McLoughlin. 
Remembering his attitude in London, McLoughlin appears to have taken 
his approval for granted. Furthermore, McLoughlin always contended 
that in founding the post he was only carrying out the instructions of the 
Governor and Committee, as he had understood them. 

Nothing appeared to be amiss for some time after Simpson’s arrival. 
Even when the controversy over the coastal trade had become bitter, 
California did not become a point at issue. Then in January, 1842, 
Simpson and McLoughlin travelled together to San Francisco and 
Monterey on a tour of inspection. Simpson paid his respects to Alvarado 
and Vallejo, saw as much of the country as he could, and, according to 
McLoughlin, gave Rae every reason to believe that all was well. “... 
In California and all the way to Oahu [Hawaii], McLoughlin stated 
later, “* Sir George Simpson held out that the Business was to be carried 
on on an adequate scale...” Then, while in Honolulu, Simpson 
suddenly became hostile to the whole project. 

The change in his attitude may well have commenced at Monterey. 
A dozen rapacious customs collectors had there descended upon the 
Cowlitz “ like vultures to their prey ” ; Simpson had been compelled by 
the Californian shipping laws to pay $200 freight to carry part of the cargo 
of the Cowlitz back to Rae at San Francisco, the port from which the 
vessel had just come ; and he there received a most pessimistic report on 


* A. 11/51, McLoughlin to Rae, May 22, 1841. Enclosure to McLoughlin 
to the Governor and Committee, May 24, 1841. 

2 H.B.S., VI, 106, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, May 29, 
1843. 

* A. 10/21, McLoughlin to Pelly, July 12, 1846. See p. 168. 
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the prospects of the interior trapping parties from Francis Ermatinger.1 
Simpson was only human, and exasperation at McLoughlin’s stubborn 
opposition to the proposed changes on the coast, which reached a climax 
in Honolulu, possibly crystallized his opinion, and caused him to extend 
the range of his reforms. Be that as it may, Simpson ruled that the 
business must be wound up at latest by the end of 1843, and expressed 
the opinion that “‘ the sooner we break off all communication, either 
directly or indirectly with California, the better ”’.2 
_ The details of the controversy may be traced in the acrimonious letters 
that passed between Simpson and McLoughlin in March of 1842.3 
Simpson held that McLoughlin had misunderstood the intentions of the 
Governor and Committee, that he had never received either instructions 
or authority to establish the post, and that the business had been entered 
upon “ precipitately and inadvisedly ”, particularly as McLoughlin knew 
that he would be visiting the region personally within a few months. 
From this position Simpson never wavered. In June, 1844, to cite only 
one of many instances, he concluded his consideration of the matter in a 
letter to McLoughlin with the pointed remark : “I have to request the 
favor of your handing me a copy of any instructions you may have 
received from me, whether under public or private cover, in reference to 
the formation of that establishment.’ This, as Simpson well knew, 
McLoughlin could not do ; but this did not prevent McLoughlin from 
clinging with the utmost tenacity to his own opinion that the business, if 
given a fair trial, would succeed and thereby prove the soundness of his 
judgment in starting it. With that hope in mind he fought a long and 
stubborn rearguard action against specific and repeated instructions to 


close the post, only to encounter sudden and crushing defeat in the 
end.® 


1 For Simpson’s own account of his visit to California see his Narrative of a 
Fourney Round the World during the years 1841 and 1842 (London, 1847), I, 
277 ff. 

2 H.B.S., V1, 268, Simpson to McLoughlin, March 1, 1842. 

* For these letters see ibid., pp. 262-94. 

*D. 4/31, fo. 88, Simpson to McLoughlin, June 16, 1844. 

> Instructions to close the post were received from the Governor and Committee 
as well as from Simpson. ‘The following excerpts are typical, and illustrate the 
rising annoyance with which the Committee regarded the matter. A. 6/26, 
fo. 36, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 21, 1842: ‘“‘ We 
are much disappointed to find that the prospects of business in Calefornia are not 
so favorable as we had reason to expect from the reports that reached us in 
reference to that country.... We therefore approve of the determination, that 
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From the first the business was hampered by lack of shipping. Simpson 
and McLoughlin had told Rae that he might expect a vessel to pick up a 
cargo of hides and tallow for shipment to England in the early summer of 
1842. Rae duly arranged for the cargo, but owing to a change of plans 
in London the vessel arrived so late that the cargo could not be held for 
her. When the California establishment was planned, both Douglas and 
McLoughlin intended that it should include a small vessel under the 
Mexican flag that would spend most of her time on the Californian coast. 
Simpson’s instructions made provision of such a vessel impossible, and 
McLoughlin could rarely spare a ship to act as a substitute. Indeed, only 
once between 1842 and 1845 was he able to send a ship thither. This was 
in the spring of 1843, when the Vancouver brought the returns and 
accounts to Fort Vancouver. 

These accounts indicated that although the business had lost £900 in 
outfit 1841, this was balanced by the fact that it had paid $4,600 for 
Leese’s property ; and in outfit 1842 it had made the very respectable 
profit of £2,363.1 Cheered by these returns, McLoughlin forwarded 
them to Simpson and the Governor and Committee, and for all practical 
purposes disregarded the order to close the post. But thereafter things 
went from bad to worse. There was no direct communication between 
the Columbia and California ; months, and in the end’ years, passed 
without McLoughlin having received any letters from Rae. The 
Governor and Committee became restive, and McLoughlin had nothing 


has been come to, of discontinuing that branch of business...”. A. 6/26, 
fo. 112d., Barclay to McLoughlin April 1, 1844: ‘‘...the inconvenience 
occasioned to the Company’s shipping and the miserable failure of the trapping 
parties in California, to aid and support which was one main object of forming 
the establishment at San Francisco, have finally determined [us] to abandon the 
business in that quarter. You will therefore forward the necessary instructions to 
Mr. Rae for carrying their resolution into effect with as little delay as possible . ..”’. 
A. 6/26, fo. 138, Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844: “The subject 
of the Calefornia business . . . has been so fully discussed already, and the views 
of the Governor & Committee thereon so unequivocally declared, that they do 
not consider it necessary to revert to it, further than to express a hope that the 
instructions you have repeatedly received to wind up the concern have been 
carried into effect...”. In a private letter to Simpson (D. 5/11, April 3, 1844), 
Barclay remarked : “ It is evident from McL’s proceedings that he is carrying 
on an underhand correspondence with Rae and quietly keeping up the Estabt. at 
its full amount.” ‘The charge was in a measure justified, as McLoughlin did not 
send copies of all his letters to or from Raé to London. 


* H.B.S., V1, 105~7, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, May 29, 
1843. 
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to report. Simpson challenged the accuracy of the California accounts, 
contending that instead of a profit of £2,363 for outfit 1842, in reality 
they indicated a loss of £122.1 
In the summer of 1844 H.M.S. M/odeste, Captain Baillie, visited Fort 
Vancouver, and then proceeded to California. McLoughlin seized the 
opportunity to send letters to Rae; but although Baillie saw Rae, by 
some almost incredible mischance he forgot to deliver McLoughlin’s 
letters.2 By the autumn of the year McLoughlin was ready at last to 
~ follow instructions and close the business, but it was some time before he 
could get word to Rae. Finally, in March, 1845, he was able to send 
the Cowlitz southward ; but when she returned in June it was with the 
news that Rae had died by his own hand as long before as January 19. 
A variety of circumstances had contributed to this tragedy. Lack of 
news and instructions from either McLoughlin or London was one 
important psychological factor. “The never-ending struggle with old 
established rivals in the California trade was another. Lack of reliable 
assistance was a third. One clerk had to be discharged for drunkenness ; 
another was a mere lad of 16; a third was of doubtful character. In 
addition to all this, Rae had to encounter the displeasure of the authorities. 
General Vallejo may have been momentarily won over by Douglas, but 
he nevertheless regarded the Hudson’s Bay Company with some hostility. 
He classed the Company with the Russians, who had forced their way 
into the country, maintained themselves at Fort Ross by a formidable 
show of strength, and engaged illegally in the sea-otter trade. In this 
regard Rae suffered from the activities of the Company’s trapping parties, 
which in a measure justified Vallejo’s opinion. So far as they were 
concerned, McLoughlin looked upon California as an extension of the 
old Snake River trapping area, which would be open to British traders 
only for a limited period. It followed, as he wrote to Simpson, that it 
was “‘ our interest to hunt the country as much as we can, and as quick as 
possible while it is in our power... ”.3 It was nota policy likely to add 
to the Company’s popularity in the area exploited, and the conduct of 
Michel Laframboise, who led most of the parties, seems to have left much 
to be desired. It is significant that in 1844 Simpson himself expressed 
satisfaction that Laframboise, whom he characterized as “‘a very unfit 
man for conducting a party’, had retired from the service.t Three 


1D. 4/31, fo. 88, Simpson to McLoughlin, June 16, 1844. See p. 54. 

2A. 11/51, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, July 19, 1845. 
See p. 81. 

3 H.B.S., VI, 258, McLoughlin to Simpson, March 7 [April], 1841. 

4D. 4/31, fo. 87d., Simpson to McLoughlin, June 16, 1844. 


XXV1 INTRODUCTION 


years before, when Rae had no more than taken over Leese’s property, 
Vallejo had written to the Mexican authorities : ‘‘ The otter and beaver 
which abounded in California, have been exterminated, the first by the 
Russians, and the latter by the Columbians [meaning the Company’s 
trappers from the Columbia River] who still continue to trap them to 
the point of extinguishing the species, as the Russians have done the 
otter, <4 

On top of these difficulties, Rae became involved in politics. Alvarado, 
who had been replaced by a new governor in December, 1842, was soon 
plotting against his successor. Rae yielded to persuasion and supplied 
ammunition and a number of lances to the rebels. Reverses suffered by 
the insurrectionists in January, 1845, proved to be the last straw, for Rae 
felt that he was in imminent danger of ill-treatment and execution, and 
that the Company’s property, which he valued at about $48,000, would 
probably be confiscated. 

Rae was not a strong character, and all accounts agree that he ruined 
himself largely by excessive drinking. Montrose McGillivray, the clerk 
whom Rae discharged because of his intemperance, asked in a letter to 
Simpson why, if drinking were a crime, the Company retained Rae, ‘‘ who 
from the very first day of my landing in Calefornia till the day of my 
Departure, has not been to my knowledge, sober two days of a week ”.2 
Even granting that the witness was strongly prejudiced, his account does 
not seem to have been greatly exaggerated. Peter Skene Ogden wrote to 
Simpson in 1847 : ‘* The great mystery attached to Rae’s death so far as 
I can learn was the dissapated life he led and to such an excess was it 
carried as to deprive him of reason... ””. He had several times threatened 
the lives of his wife and children. All this could have been prevented, in 
Ogden’s opinion, if Rae had been placed in a position where he was 
under some supervision ; “‘ but not the slightest restraint was imposed 
on him he had his full sway and thus unfortunately terminated his 
existence ”’.3 

Rae’s death was a staggering blow to McLoughlin. True, it came too 
late to affect his relations with Simpson or the Governor and Committee ; 


* Cal. Hist. Soc. Quar., XVII, 'Tays, “ Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo”, p. 57. 
When Douglas visited California in 1 840-41, he was aware of this attitude. The 
account of his interview with Vallejo commences: “‘ The first topic introduced 
was a delicate one, relating to our party under Laframboise who have been for 
several years trapping in the Valley of the Tulares.” MS. diary, entry for 
January 3, 1841. 

* D. 5/10, Montrose McGillivray to Simpson, March 18, 1844. 


* D. 5/19, Ogden to Simpson, private, March 15,1847. 
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but it was nonetheless a bitter experience to have the murder of his son 
followed by the suicide of his son-in-law, under circumstances that gave 
ample range to his critics. 

Financially the Company did not suffer as Rae had feared. James A. 
Forbes, who had acted as agent for the Company in California at various 
times before the post was founded, took charge as soon as he heard of 
Rae’s death and safeguarded its property. In December, 1845, Dugald 
Mactavish left the Columbia in the Vancouver to close the business. 

‘The premises were sold for $5,000, and the remaining property disposed 
of ata loss of no more than £326 5s. 2d. Debts outstanding, amounting 
to $10,000, were not included in this reckoning.1 

‘Two points of some interest may be mentioned in conclusion. “The 
first is Simpson’s curious blindness to the future of the San Francisco 
region, despite the magnificence of its harbour and position. In a 
scathing letter to McLoughlin he remarked that the Governor and 
Committee never could have envisaged “ the purchase of some 100 or 
150 yards frontage by as many in depth, at the wretched place of Yerba 
Buena, which of all others is the least adapted in point of situation & 
climate for an Establishment . . .”’.2. The site in question is now included 
in the block bounded by Montgomery, Clay, Kearny and Sacramento 
streets, in the heart of the business district of San Francisco. The second 
point is that, in spite of the deep and dark suspicions of the motives of the 
Company expressed by some writers, none of the correspondence between 
Simpson, McLoughlin, and the Governor and the Committee lends any 
support to the charge that the California establishment was founded with 
an ulterior motive, and was part of a plot to add the country to the 
British Empire.* 


lll 
No topic of importance receives less attention in McLoughlin’s later 
letters than the boundary question.4 Three things account for this. 


1D. 5/18, Ogden and Douglas to Simpson, September 1, 1846. 

2 H.B.S., V1, 277, Simpson to McLoughlin, March 3, 1842. 

3 For a general account, in which this matter is touched upon, see Ore. Hist. 
Quar., XX XVII, A. B. Maloney, “ Hudson’s Bay Company in California ”’ 
DON 

4 For an exhaustive and masterly analysis of the entire diplomatic history of the 
Oregon boundary question see Hunter Miller (ed.), Treaties and other 


International Acts of the United States of America (Washington, 1937), V, 
3-101. 
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First, the subject was a familiar one ; there was little need for discussion 
within the Company. Secondly, the dispute could be settled only through 
the Foreign Office, in London ; the Governor and Committee, being 
near at hand, were the obvious authority to deal with the problem ; 
McLoughlin was far removed from the diplomatic scene. Lastly, 
McLoughlin made every effort to keep the matter in the background 
locally. Controversy at Fort Vancouver could accomplish nothing, and 
it would undoubtedly increase the dislike and suspicion with which the 
American settlers in the Willamette Valley regarded the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. “...The Hostile feeling against us was so great”, 
McLoughlin wrote in 1846, ‘“‘ that I considered it Expedient to avoid as 
much as possible speaking on the Boundary question—merely telling 
those who spoke to us on the subject that I did not understand the merits 
of the case But as it was an affair that would be settled without asking my 
opinion and still less my consent I did not trouble my head about it—as I 
must take it as it was made for us ”’.1 

In the Columbia all could see that the delay in settling the boundary 
was rapidly strengthening the American position. As early as 1841, 
when American settlers were still relatively few in number, Simpson 
practically abandoned hope that the Columbia River would become the 
boundary line. When reporting to the Governor and Committee in 
March, 1842, after his visit to the region, he made the following 
prophetic comment : 

“...In the final adjustment of the Boundary Question, it is more 
than probable a line drawn through the Straits of de Fuca, till it strikes the 
Mainland South of Whidbey’s Island, will become the Coast Boundary 
between Great Britain & the United States in the Northern Pacific: J 
say so, because I am of opinion the Government of the United States will 
insist on having a port on the North West Coast, and that Gt. Britain 
will, for the sake of peace, accept the Straits of de Fuca as a boundary on 
the Coast, & thereby give up Puget Sound & Hood’s Canal, together’ 
with the country situated between those inlets & the lower parts of the 
Columbia. In that case, I presume the line would be continued from 
the Southern end of Whidbey’s Island [i.e., at approximately 48°], in an 
easterly direction, till it struck Lewis River, and following up that River 
till it struck the Rocky Mountains. It is exceedingly desirable however 
for the British interests in this quarter & for the National honor, that 
Her Majesty’s Government should not submit to such degrading 


* A. 10/21, McLoughlin to Pelly, July 12, 1846. "See p- 169. A similar 
statement appears in A. 11/51, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, 
July 19, 1845. See p. 86. 
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conditions ; but I think it is nevertheless well to be prepared for 
the worst...”’. 

The relative strength of the British and American claims to Oregon 
has been argued upon many occasions. ‘The history of early trade and 
exploration has been ransacked repeatedly for evidence in support of one 
case or the other. It seems clear, nevertheless, that historical argument 
carried little weight when the boundary was finally being determined. It 
was the state of affairs actually existing in Oregon at the moment that 
counted, and in that situation the presence of American settlers was the 
- point of crucial importance. Simpson feared as much in 1842. Douglas 
foresaw it still more clearly in 1843. Commenting ina letter to Simpson 
on a speech delivered in Congress in May by John C. Calhoun, Douglas 
wrote: “‘ He advised Congress to urge no decided course of action on 
Government, and to leave the question of jurisdiction to a future time, 
when an American population would settle it, in favour of their own 
country. Let us encourage emigration, said he, and let the West send off 
its swarms ; fill Oregon with our citizens, and it will become ours as 
certainly as a ripe peach drops to the ground in autumn. The wily old 
lawyer is correct, and it would appear from the rush of emigration to 
this quarter, that his words have produced their effect, and there can be 
no doubt of the final success of the plan, if the country remains open a few 
years longer.”? In 1845, when immigrants were pouring into Oregon 
by the thousand, Douglas noted once again in a letter to Simpson the 
consequences of delay : ‘‘ I am sorry to hear that the Settlement of the 
Boundary question Is likely to drag on, from year to year, without being 
settled, as the Americans will soon leave nothing to settle.” 3 

From McLoughlin’s point of view the American immigration consisted 
of more than a mere influx of population. He was concerned also with 
the growth of popular interest in Oregon, which to some extent stimulated 
the movement, and with the determination of the settlers to organize a 
government, preferably American, after they arrived. 

Most of the immigrants would probably have come anyway, whether 
or not the public were interested, for they were largely from the Middle 
West—frontiersmen who were seeking a new frontier. But the state of 
opinion in the Eastern United States influenced Congress, and hence had 
its bearing on the boundary question. One source of popular interest was 
the Oregon missions, the financial support for which came from the 


1D. 4/110, fo. 50-sod., Simpson to the Governor and Committee, March 1, 
1842. 

2 D. 5/9, Douglas to Simpson, private, October 23, 1843. 

3D. 5/13, Douglas to Simpson, March 5, 1845. See p. 178. 
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East. When Simpson visited the Columbia in 1841 he found there no 
less than nine American mission stations—five established by the 
Methodists, under the leadership of the Rev. Jason Lee, and four staffed 
by Dr. Marcus Whitman and his associates, who had been sent out by the 
American Board for Foreign Missions. All told, about one hundred 
persons were probably attached to the nine stations at that time. 

In addition to the supporters of these missionaries, Oregon early 
attracted the interest of a number of patriotic and vocal zealots. The 
best-known of these propagandists was probably Hall Jackson Kelley, a 
Boston schoolmaster and engineer, who spent five months at Fort 
Vancouver in the winter of 1834-35. Kelley’s interest in the region 
had first been aroused by the descripton in the journals of Lewis and 
Clark, and the importance of the settlement and acquisition of Oregon 
soon became an obsession with him. His first pamphlet on the subject 
was printed in 1830 ; his last appeared in 1868, when he was 78 years of 
age. ‘Throughout the period of the Anglo-American joint occupation 
he spoke and wrote about Oregon on every possible occasion, and he 
seems to have been in touch with most of the Congressional leaders who 
were at all concerned about the subject. His influence, and that of the 
other individuals and organizations who took a kindred interest in 
Oregon, is difficult to assess, but it was by no means negligible.? 

The visit of William A. Slacum to the Columbia in 1836-37 was 
significant because it sprang directly from official interest in Oregon, and 
the publication of his report by Congress in December, 1837, made 
readily available an informative and up-to-date account of the country. 
The following month Senator Lewis F. Linn of Missouri introduced a 
bill the object of which was the establishment of a territorial government 
for Oregon. This was, of course, impossible as long as joint occupation 
by Great Britain and the United States continued, but the bill, and its 
numerous successors, had great propagandist value. The same was true 
of Linn’s lengthy report on the Oregon question, issued in June, 1838. 
Later in the same year Jason Lee arrived in New York seeking 
reinforcements for his mission. He brought with hima petition—which, 


1 For Simpson’s account see D. 4/110, fos. 27-28, Simpson to the Governor 
and Committee, November 25, 1841. A printed extract will be found in 
American Historical Review, XIV, Joseph Schafer (ed.), “ Letters of Sir George 
Simpson, 1841-1843 ”, pp. 79-80. 

2 See F. W. Powell (ed.), Hall F. Kelley on Oregon (Princeton, 1932), in 
which five of Kelley’s pamphlets and a selection of his letters are printed, with 
notes and a biographical introduction; also Ore. Hist. Quar., XVIII, F. W. 
Powell, “‘ Hall Jackson Kelley, Prophet of Oregon ”’. 
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like Linn’s bill, was to prove to be the first of a series—signed by thirty- 
five residents of Oregon, and praying for the protection of the laws of the 
United States. “This petition Linn presented to Congress in January, 
1839. ‘Thereafter he and a group of converts, including Congressman 
Caleb Cushing of Massachusetts, who became interested in the region 
both as a merchant and a patriot, conducted a persistent campaign for the 
extension of American laws and sovereignty to Oregon. 

McLoughlin’s letters show that in spite of distance and the slowness of 
communication he followed these and subsequent developments with 
close attention. “They concerned him directly, for violent hostility to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, either expressed or implied, was a characteristic 
of practically every bill, petition, speech, or report relating to the Oregon 
question. Upon many occasions this hostility was directed against 
McLoughlin personally. Kelley, for instance, never forgot or forgave 
the fact that upon his first arrival at Fort Vancouver, McLoughlin, who 
was labouring under the misconception that he was a horse thief, had 
received him with scant courtesy... In a measure, McLoughlin was 
prepared to accept criticism in good part; he recognized that the 
Company was doubly damned in American eyes because it was both 
British and a monopoly. But he was moved to angry protest by the 
assertion that it ill-treated settlers, and infuriated by the oft-repeated 
charge that its servants slaughtered Indians by the hundred, and incited 
the surviving natives to massacre American traders and immigrants. The 
latter charge made an early appearance in Slacum’s report,? but the 
statement that caused McLoughlin most trouble was contained in the 
journal of Captain Josiah Spaulding, who had brought Lee’s party of 
reinforcements for the Methodist Mission to the Columbia River in the 
Lausanne in 1840. Extracts from this journal were printed by Congress 
in 1842,° and doubtless inspired the attacks on the Company made by 
Senator Linn and others in 1842 and the following years. The most 
effective of McLoughlin’s several replies appears in a letter to the 
Governor and Committee dated November 15, 1843, in which he deals 
with the core of the whole matter in a few sentences : ‘“‘ The very nature 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s business of itself ought to protect them 
from such foul aspersions. We are traders, and apart from more exalted 
motives, all traders are desirous of gain. Is it not self evident we will 
manage our business with more economy by being on good terms with 


sroce 11.8.8:, LV,.cxxi, 127: 
eco? 2.8., VL, 30, n. 2. 
3 See H.B.S., VI, 114, n. 1; and for McLoughlin’s rejoinders see ibid., pp. 
PrI—19, 142-8, 182. 
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Indians than if at variance. We trade furs, none can hunt fur bearing 
animals or afford to sell them cheaper, than Indians. It is therefore 
clearly our interest, as it is unquestionably our duty to be on good terms 
with them...”.1. Unfortunately American public opinion was so hostile 
to the Company that no reply to Spaulding’s charges carried any weight. 
Immigrants entering Oregon therefore arrived under the impression 
that they would encounter murderous attacks by the Indians and ruthless 
opposition from the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Thanks to Douglas we can trace the early growth of the American 
colony in Oregon with some accuracy. In October, 1838, the adult 
male population of the Willamette settlement was 51, consisting of 23 
‘* Canadians ”’ (i.e., French-Canadians), 10 members of the staff of the 
Methodist Mission, and 18 other Americans.2 A year later the 
settlement had been “‘ increased by an accession of 15 American subjects, 
from the Rocky Mountain Trapping Parties”, and Douglas expected 
that a “‘ tide of emigration ”’ would soon flow into Oregon. In May, 
1840, the Lausanne arrived with the party of reinforcements for the 
Methodist Mission. “This seems to have included thirteen men and 
seventeen women. In the autumn of 1841, Simpson included this 
picture of the Willamette settlement in his report to the Governor and 
Committee : 

‘“ Besides the missionary establishments, there is a population at the 
Willamette of 65 persons, Americans & others, who with their families 


have come to the country by the St. Louis communication: and 61. 


Canadians, retired servants of the Company ; inall, 126 men, principally 
heads of families, making a population of about 500 souls. All these 
people have taken possession of tracts of country at pleasure, which they 
expect to retain under a good title arising from such possession, whenever 
the Boundary question may be determined ; and are generally speaking 
very comfortably settled, bringing portions of their farms gradually into 
cultivation, & having large stocks of Cattle brought from California.” 5 


4 Ibid: p. Tes. 

? H.B.S., 1V, 240, Douglas to the Governor and Committee, October 18, 
1838. 

3 H.B.S., V1, 226, Douglas to the Governor and Committee, October 14; 
1839. 

* See C. J. Brosnan, Fason Lee : Prophet of the New Oregon (New York, 1932), 
pp. 155-6. 

*D. 4/110, fo. 28, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, November 25, 


1841. Fora printed version see 4m. Hist. Rev., XIV, Schafer, “ Letters of Sir 
George Simpson ”’, p. 80. 
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By 1839 the Governor and Committee realized that American 
immigration might seriously imperil the Company’s position in the 
Columbia. Counter-immigration by British subjects, to be settled north 
of the river, seemed to offer possibilities, and at the end of the year 
instructions were given “ to encourage the gradual migration of settlers 
from Red River Colony to the Columbia River...” After some delay 
a party finally left Red River in 1841, and arrived safely at Fort 
Vancouver in the fall of the year. There Simpson found them, one 
-hundred and sixteen in number, when he returned from the Northwest 
Coast late in October. His comment follows: “* Of these 14 heads of 
families, amounting in all to 77 souls, principally English half-breeds, 
have been located at Nisqually and are to hold their farms under the Puget 
Sound Company, on ‘ halves ’, being provided with Sheep, Cattle &c. &c. 
as per agreement... The remainder of the party, being seven families, 
containing 38 souls, are Canadians and half breeds, who being disinclined 
to cross the Cowlitz portage to the Seaboard, have been placed near the 
Cowlitz Farm, where advances will be made to them by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, in Seed ; Agricultural implements &c., instead of their 
being placed on farms under the Puget Sound Company, in like manner 
aac other people:.....7? 2 

Poor crops in 1842 and the superior attractions of the Willamette 
Valley combined to wreck the Company’s plans, and the experiment in 
immigration was not repeated. ‘“‘ The settlers make a very poor figure ”’, 
Douglas wrote to Simpson in March, 1843, “ all except five have migrated 
to the south side of the Columbia, and I fear the others will soon follow, 
as they do not work like men that have made up their minds to live and 
die here.” 2? As Douglas expected, the last of the immigrants had left by 
the end of the year.® 


Iv 
The desire to see a local government set up in Oregon was not confined 
to the Methodist missionaries, but for some years it was from the Mission 
that the movement drew most of its strength. It will be recalled that in 
1837 the Governor and Committee had voiced the suspicion “ that the 


1D. 4/110, fo. 24—24d., Simpson to the Governor and Committee, November 
25,1841. Fora printed version see 4m. Hist. Rev., X1V, Schafer, “‘ Letters of 
Sir George Simpson”, p. 79. The discrepancy in Simpson’s totals (116, as 
compared with a total of rr5 in the two parties mentioned) occurs in the original. 

2 D. 5/8, Douglas to Simpson, private, March 10, 1843. 

3 For further details of this experiment in immigration see H.B.S., VI, 17 and 
n.1and 2; 77 andn.1 and2; 78 andn. 3; I1g—20. 
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formation of a Colony of United States Citizens on the banks of the 
Columbia was the main or fundamental part of their [the missionaries’ } 
plan ’”’,} and later events went far to confirm this view. Douglas’s 
analysis of the political situation in the Willamette Valley in October, 
1838, is interesting : “ The feelings of the Colonists generally are now 
favourable to the Company, the Canadians [ex-servants] being attached 
from habit and association, identify as far as possible their interest with 
ours ; the vagrant Americans respect power and integrity ; but I fear 
that the Methodists nourish secret views, at variance with our interests.” 
Douglas added that it was “‘ difficult to anticipate their real intentions, 
and perhaps unfair to question them ”’,? but his suspicions were justified. 
Even as he wrote his dispatch, Jason Lee was on his way to the East, 
bearing the petition asking for the extension of American laws to Oregon. 
The Hudson’s Bay Company had, indeed, little reason to trust the 
Methodists then or later. Simpson was moved to remark in 1844 that, 
in spite of the many favours done them, they appeared to be “‘ our most 
implacable enemies ”’.8 

Local committees and emergency courts must at times have existed and 
functioned in Oregon before 1841, but traditionally it was the death of 
Ewing Young in February of that year that first gave rise to a definite 
movement to organize a provisional government. Young possessed 
property and cattle, but died intestate and without known heirs. The 
local population met in committee to arrange for the disposal of the estate. 
At these meetings some took the view that the time had come to organize 
a local government. “This was primarily a movement amongst the 
Americans, many of whom, like Slacum and others before him, considered 
that Oregon was already American territory. To this view the Hudson’s 
Bay Company could not subscribe, and McLoughlin, for that reason 
amongst others, opposed the move. In an effort to gain the support of 
the French-Canadians, who were Roman Catholics, the Americans had 
Father Blanchet, the priest stationed in the Willamette, chosen as 
chairman of the committee appointed to draft a constitution and laws. 
But Blanchet did nothing, and the movement languished. It suffered 
further from the visit of Commodore Wilkes, of the United States 
Exploring Expedition, who strongly opposed any action until the boundary 
question was settled. 


1 See H.B.8., IV, cxxiv, Governor and Committee to Douglas, November 15, 
1827, 


2 H.B.S., IV, 242, Douglas to the Governor and Committee, October 18, 
1838. 


° D. 4/31, fo. 92, Simpson to McLoughlin, June 16, 1844. 
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Simpson’s brief report on the topic is revealing : ‘‘ This last summer 
[1841] they [the Americans] made strong efforts to form a Constitution 
for themselves ; but the Company’s influence over the Canadian settlers, 
in a great measure defeated that object...” 1 It would have been more 
correct to say that the Company had succeeded in confining the movement 
to the Americans, who in turn had been checked by Wilkes. 

American hopes were revived by the arrival in September, 1842, of 

Dr. Elijah White, who brought with him a party of about one hundred 
and forty immigrants and—dquite as important—a commission from the 
‘United States Secretary of War appointing him sub-agent of Indian 
affairs west of the Rocky Mountains. ‘This curious appointment had 
been made in January, 1842. White knew Oregon well, as he had been 
physician of the Methodist Mission in 1837-40. Soon after his return 
White (to quote McLoughlin) “ called a meeting of the Settlers to 
whom he shewed his Commission ... and told them the United States 
intended to take them under their protection, which information was 
received with pleasure by the American Citizens, but with great coolness 
by the Canadians ”’.2 

Plans for a provisional government were taking shape by the early 
months of 1843. Meetings held on various pretexts, including the 
so-called “ wolf meetings ”, nominally called to consider what could be 
done to check wild animals that were molesting the settlers’ flocks, were 
used to promote the project. The climax came at the celebrated meeting 
at Champoeg on May 2. Traditionally the Willamette community 
there decided, by the close vote of fifty-two to fifty, to organize a 
government. Actually it would appear to be more accurate to say that the 
vote at Champoeg showed that the French-Canadians as a body had 
decided that they would still hold aloof from the movement. Only two 
of the fifty-two men who supported the motion were French-Canadians, 
whereas every one of the fifty dissentients was F rench-speaking.? It is 


* D. 4/110, fo. 29, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, November PASS 
1841. Fora printed version see 4m. Hist. Rev., XIV, Schafer, “ Letters of Sir 
George Simspon ”, p. 81. 

eB -5.,.V 1,76, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, October 31, 
1842. See also p. 75, n. 3. 

* For a list of those who voted for and against the motion see Ore. Hist. 
Quar., XIII, F. V. Holman, “A Brief History of the Oregon Provisional 
Government and what caused its Formation”, pp. 114-16. Holman’s 
interpretation of events as presented in this long article (pp. 89-139) differs in 
many respects from that set forth in the article’s companion piece: Ore. Hist. 
Quar., XIII, R. C. Clark, “ How British and American Subjects Unite in a 
Common Government for Oregon Territory in 1 844”, pp. 140-59. 
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surely stretching the bounds of probability to say that if two French- 
Canadians had not decided at the last minute to support the motion, the 
Americans would have abandoned their plans. There is every reason to 
believe that they would have gone ahead, majority or no majority. This 
interpretation would seem to agree with McLoughlin’s account of the 
meeting, written in November, 1843, which reads as follows : 

‘““’The American population of the Wallamette had a political meeting 
last May, and invited the Canadians to unite with them in organizing 
themselves into a community, the Canadians who are fully as many as the 
others, told them they would positively take no part in their plans of 
organization, and government. The American party with a few 
Englishmen, who came by way of the States, and some Foreigners, 
formed themselves into a body, elected three men as an executive Board, 
three others as Magistrates, and three Constables, but so far I am happy 
to say, every thing is quiet.”} 

The Organic Laws and Articles of 1843 were adopted at a later 
meeting, held on July 5. “There were several reasons why the Provisional 
Government thus created did not meet favour with McLoughlin and 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. “The movement still retained its strong 
American bias ; the land laws adopted, as we shall see, were deliberately 
designed to favour the Methodists and to discriminate against 
McLoughlin ; no powers of taxation were conferred, and the new 
administration had to depend upon voluntary contributions for support. 
In truth, it was not in reality a government at all; it was simply a 
voluntary association of individuals, mostly Americans, in sympathy with 
the American point of view. 

Such was the state of affairs in the fall of 1843, when the “ great 
immigration ” of that year suddenly transformed the scene. About 875 
persons arrived in the several parties ; they included about 290 men over 
the age of sixteen. This influx might well have posed awkward problems 
for McLoughlin, for it increased population to such a degree that some 
sort of local government was clearly desirable, yet reduced the British 
settlers in the Willamette to a relatively small minority group. 
Fortunately the new arrivals included several leaders of ability and 
experience, notably Jesse Applegate, and Peter H. Burnett, who was 
later first Governor of the State of California. The shortcomings of the 
Provisional Government were obvious to them, and within a year they 
had subjected it to a drastic overhaul. Efforts were made to secure the 
co-operation of the French-Canadians, and in March, 1844, Father 


1H.B.S., VI, 129-30, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, 
November 15, 1843. 
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Langlois submitted to a public meeting an address that stated their point 
of view. Four of its seventeen clauses read (in whole or in part) as 
follows : 

“ 3. That we will not be parties to a petition to the Congress of the 
U. States to extend its jurisdiction over us (on account of private reasons 
of our own) till the boundary is decided and its limits known. 

“5. ‘That we will not have a provisional government to[o] individual 
[meaning too American]... 

“ 11. We consider the Country open to all persons until a government 


Sot.ri as determined it otherwise... 
f right has det d it oth 


“12. In this way we British subjects claim the right of settling in this 
country in the same way as people from France, Calefornia, the United 
States and the natives of the Country ...”1 

McLoughlin states that this address (the original of which was in 
French) was drafted as well as presented by Father Langlois,? but it 
undoubtedly expressed McLoughlin’s own feeling in the matter. The 
tie between the Company. and the French-Canadians remained strong, 
and it was only after McLoughlin had withdrawn his opposition that they 
joined the association. ‘This he did in the course of 1844, when a 
revision of the land laws and other changes made it clear that the most 
objectionable features of the original organization had been remedied. 

One final problem remained. For a year or more the Provisional 
Government confined its interests to the country south of the Columbia 
River. The only important Company property within its jurisdiction 
was then the land claim at the falls of the Willamette. In December, 
1844, however, the Government resolved to extend its authority north 
of the river, thereby posing the whole question of its relationship to the 
property and activities of the Hudson’s Bay Company. In July, 1845, 
the passing of a revised Organic Law cleared the way for an agreement, 
and in the following month Jesse Applegate settled with McLoughlin 
the terms upon which the Company would submit to the Provisional 
Government’s jurisdiction. The details appear in McLoughlin’s letters. 
It is sufficient to state here that the allegiance of the Company and its 
officers was in no way prejudiced, and that the Company was to pay 
taxes only on the business done with the local settlers. 


* B. 223/b/31, fos. 24-25d., “‘ Address from the Canadians to the American 
Citizens of Oregon”. See p. 3, n. 3. 

* See H.B.8., VI, 199, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, July 4, 
1844. 

Spee B. 223/b/33, fos. 3-7d., McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, 
November 20, 1845. See pp. 97-110. 
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There remains for consideration the complicated story of the land 
claim at Oregon City, which figures largely in the present series of 
letters. 

The spectacular falls of the Willamette River, and their potential 
value as a source of waterpower, early attracted McLoughlin’s attention. 
He and Simpson, as the Governor later recalled, “ visited this spot in 
the year 1828... when it was determined to take possession of part of 
this waterfall for the Company, & soon afterwards possession was 
accordingly taken, by blasting a Canal through the rocks & erecting a 
house upon the portage’. No sawmill was actually built, however, 
partly because of the hostility of the Indians in early days, and partly 
because the little mill already in operation on the Columbia River was 
able to cut sufficient lumber to meet current requirements. 

From the first McLoughlin took a peculiarly personal interest in the 
falls and their surroundings. He believed that a large community would 
eventually spring up around them and that possession of property in their 
vicinity would therefore prove to be a profitable long-term investment. 
With this in mind he claimed for the Company the land on the east bank 
of the Willamette immediately adjacent to the falls. For good measure 
he included the small island standing in the falls, close to the east bank. 
Simpson refers to the latter as “‘ the portage ”’ ; later it became known as 
Governors Island and Abernethy Island. 

If a local land registry office had existed in 1830, when McLoughlin 
took possession and squared timber on this property, he would undoubtedly 
have entered the claim in the name of the Hudson’s Bay Company. But 
no registry existed, and long before anything resembling a deed could be 
secured it had become extremely doubtful whether the Company could 
make good its title. The general assumption was that the country south 
of the Columbia River would ultimately become American territory, 
and in the United States no corporation—let alone a foreign corporation 
—could acquire land by preemption. How early McLoughlin became 
conscious of this we do not know. His solution of the difficulty was to 
claim the land publicly in his own name, but to state privately that he 
was holding it on behalf of the Company. 

In time this led to complications. On the one hand, as the American 
colony in the Willamette grew, and property near the falls became more 


*D. 4/110, fo. 37-37d., Simpson to the Governor and Committee, November 
25, 1841. Fora printed version see 4m. Hist. Rev., XIV, Schafer, “‘ Letters of 
Sir George Simpson ”, p. 82. 
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valuable, the truth of McLoughlin’s assertion that the claim was his own 
was challenged. On the other hand, both Simpson and the Governor and 
Committee changed their minds from time to time regarding the value of 
the falls, and the possibility of retaining possession of the land claim. 
McLoughlin was never a particularly clear thinker, and through the 
years three separate conceptions appear to have become inextricably 
intertwined in his mind : the idea that he was holding the property in his 
own name, but on behalf of the Company ; the idea that, even if the 
_ Company never received title, it was important to keep the property as 
long as possible out of the hands of those who might use it to the 
Company’s detriment ; and, finally, the idea that if the Company neither 
wanted nor could hold the property, he might as well have it for himself. 

McLoughlin’s troubles were due in great part to the Methodist 
missionaries, who settled in the Willamette Valley in 1834 and later 
years. He himself once stated that as early as 1837 he had been aware 
that they had designs upon the land claim,! but no trouble of consequence 
arose until the arrival of the Rev. A. F. Waller, in the spring of 1840. 
In July of that year Jason Lee, Superintendent of the Mission, told 
McLoughlin that he wished to erect a mission house at the falls, and asked 
if he might use some of the squared timber lying there. McLoughlin 
not only consented, but permitted the building to be placed on his land 
claim. Shortly after this, in an evil moment for McLoughlin, Lee 
assigned Waller to the Willamette Falls mission, where he took up 
~ residence in the house built of McLoughlin’s squared timber, and standing 
on McLoughlin’s property. 

Waller appears to have instigated most of the efforts made thereafter to 
whittle down or extinguish McLoughlin’s claim. The details of his 
activities may be traced in the documents printed in this and the preceding 
volume, but a few points call for mention here. “The first moves were 
made in 1841, and were directed against the island in the river. Upon it 
Felix Hathaway, an employee of the Mission, built a house ; and to 
safeguard his claim McLoughlin felt it necessary to erect one as well. 
Later in the year the Island Milling Company, composed mostly of 
members of the Mission, was organized for the avowed purpose of 
building a sawmill on the island. 

At this point Sir George Simpson arrived on the Coast, and the 
counter-measures planned by the Company are noted in his report to 
the Governor and Committee. The passage reads : 

“ Of late...the United States Methodist Mission, who seem to 
direct their attention more to temporal than spiritual affairs, & exercise 


1D. 5/16, McLoughlin to Simpson, February 26, 1846. 
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good judgment in reference to commerce, in the selection of their 
establishments & settlements, have taken possession of part of this 
waterfall, & disregarding our claims, founded on prior possession & 
occupation, have seated themselves down on the portage, erecting 
buildings within our boundaries. “There is no question that this country 
will soon grow into importance, & that the water privileges on the Falls, 
will become exceedingly valuable, & as it appears very desirable that the 
Company should retain command of the import and export business of 
this settlement, as long as possible, to the exclusion of strangers, it has on 
further consideration been deemed expedient to erect the [grist- and 
saw-mill] Machinery, now supposed to be on its way from England, at 
this place, instead of Puget Sound . . . and to that end, C. F. Douglas has 
been instructed to recover entire possession of the scite originally occupied 
by the Company, and to make the necessary arrangements for erecting 
buildings hereon forthwith.” ? 

Following up the matter, Simpson in March, 1842, directed 
McLoughlin to “ take possession of and occupy on behalf of the Company, 
such portion of the water privileges as you conceive the Company have a 
claim to by prior occupation ”’, erect machinery, and otherwise develop 
the area? 

It is interesting to place beside Simpson’s remarks the views expressed 
about the same time by Waller, in a letter to his brother. The 
neighbourhood of the falls, Waller wrote, “ is destined to be, the great 
emporium of the interior of this country. Its water power for 
manufacturing purposes is probably not rivaled in the States : at least, 
few and far between are the privileges which equal or excel it...” The 
Hathaway incident he described as follows : 

“The Hudson’s Bay Company . . . profess to claim many of the best 
and most valuable parts of the country, by putting up a little hut, without 
inhabitant, and forbid any one settling in those places. "They made a 
claim at the falls, on the side where I now am, about twelve years since, 
by digging a short mill-race, hewing a quantity of timber, and so forth,— 
a few years since they put up a small house, and covered it with bark. 


1D. 4/110, fos. 37d.-38, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, November 
25, 1841. For a printed version see 4m. Hist. Rev., XIV, Schafer, “ Letters of 
Sir George Simpson”, p. 82. For a note on the machinery in question see 
H.B.S., V1, 160, n. 2. It had been manufactured by Messrs. James Abernethy 
& Co., and it may be well to add that Abernethy Island was named not for this 
firm, but after George Abernethy, accountant of the Methodist Mission, and 
later first Governor of Oregon, under the Provisional Government. 


2 H.B.S., V1, 266, Simpson to McLoughlin, March 1, 1842. 
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Last fall an American [Hathaway] took possession of a small island in 
the Falls ; but no sooner was it known at Fort Vancouver than a 
company of men was sent off with boards to put up a hut, and soon 
the governor of the Fort [McLoughlin] came up, greatly incensed, 
called the man a pilferer, and any thing but good; he however 
went on.” ! 

It will be noted that Waller did not even mention McLoughlin’s 
personal interest in the property; he took it for granted that the 
Company was the claimant, and that in a region where American law 


* would ultimately prevail, its rights could be ignored with impunity. 


. fe 


Thus, in spite of McLoughlin’s protests, the Island Milling Company 
went ahead with its plans and built a saw-mill on Abernethy Island in the 
autumn of 1842. 

‘The next moves were made by McLoughlin. In December he had 
his claim surveyed and subdivided, and laid out the town of Oregon City. 
About the same time he employed Lansford W. Hastings, an American 
lawyer who had travelled overland to Oregon, to protect the joint 
interests of himself and the Company. Hastings accomplished little 
though he did manage to extract a small sum from Waller in consideration 
of the fact that the site of the Willamette mission house (which Waller 
was endeavouring to claim on his own account) had been cleared when 
Lee took possession. About the question of title Hastings could do 
nothing, and as the complexity of his problem grew, McLoughlin decided 
that he must have a ruling on the point. In March or April, 1843, ina 
private letter to Simpson, he described his predicament, explained that the 
best way to hold the property at the falls for the Company seemed to be 
to place it in his own name, and then posed these questions : 

“Can the Company secure this place in their own name? 

“If they cannot, can I secure it for them in my name? If either of 
these can be done, I will do it at once. If the Company cannot keep it 
in their name, nor I cannot keep it for them in mine, I will then keep it 
in my own name on my own account. In the meantime till I hear from 
you, I will go on as if it was mine.””2 

Simpson referred these questions to Adam Thom, the Recorder of 
Rupert Land, who replied as follows : “ Taking for granted the general 
sufficiency of the honourable Company’s prior occupation as a Sufficient 
ground of claim, the legal capacity of that body to hold in any way the 
real property aforesaid must depend on the code of the new territory, 


1 Brosnan, Fason Lee, pp. 178-9. The letter was dated April 6, 1842. 


2 Quoted from B. 223/b/33, fo. 17d., McLoughlin to the Governor and 
Committee, November 20, 1845. See p. 121. 
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which whether it may proceed from the National Congress, or from a 
local legislature or from both, has not as yet any existence.”’ And to this 
declaration he appended the words : “ If Mr. McLoughlins question be 
ultimately decided in the negative he proposes to Wallamet Falls in his 
own right.” 

Thom’s pronouncement was of no help to McLoughlin. On the 
contrary, as he informed the Governor and Committee, he could not 
even understand it.? “This was unfair to the Recorder, who had given a 
lawyer-like answer to a legal question. “True, his opinion was poorly 
expressed, but there can, surely, be no question as to its meaning ; 
namely, that as the laws had not yet been passed under which the validity 
of the various claims to the property at the falls would be decided, it was 
impossible for him to say whether or not the Company was likely to gain 
title to it. “The last sentence, incomprehensible as it stands, becomes 
intelligible if we assume that Thom made a slip when writing and omitted 
a single word. “If”, he intended to say, merely by way of comment, 
“it is ultimately decided that neither the Company, nor McLoughlin 
acting on behalf of the Company, can secure title to the property, 
McLoughlin proposes to claim the falls on his own account.” 

McLoughlin wanted a clear-cut decision that would relieve him of 
responsibility. Failing that, he hoped for a definite expression of opinion 
as to whether or not he would be able to preserve the Company’s possessory 
rights at the falls. But he got neither, for Simpson, who should have 
given him some guidance in the matter, merely sent him a copy of 
Thom’s ruling. Nor did Simpson give any lead to the Governor and 
Committee, with the result that they avoided the issue as well. 

Meanwhile much had happened in the Willamette Valley. In 1841, 
when Simpson had visited the falls, he seems to have taken it for granted 
that McLoughlin could build the proposed saw and grist mills in the name 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Within a year or so this possibility 
vanished, owing to the influx of American settlers and their aggressive 
dislike of the British monopoly. McLoughlin himself was convinced that 
the settlers would burn any buildings erected thereabouts by the Company 
in its own name. In spite of this, the pressure of events forced him to 
act 5 the activities of the Island Milling Company made it clear that 
mere passive possession of the claim at the falls was no longer sufficient. 
In 1843 he therefore erected a rival saw-mill, in his own name, and 
installed in it the machinery that had lain idle in a warehouse ever since it 


had arrived from England. 


* B. 223/b/30, fo. 96. See H.B.S., VI, 165, n. 1. 
*Tbid, 
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Three sentences in a private letter from Douglas to Simpson, written 
in November, 1843, sum up the state of affairs at that time : “‘ The site 
at Wallamette Falls is now occupied by a saw Mill and the materials of a 
flour mill which is in course of erection. It is held in Mr. McLoughlins 
own name, as the Company’s right would not be respected one moment. 
The people here are well aware that the claim of an English Corporate 
Body to lands in the Wallamatte, would not be established in the 
American Courts, and it is clearly imprudent in the Company to engage 
. In any land speculation south of the Columbia...” 1 Douglas, in other 
words, felt that the Company would be well advised to abandon the falls, 
but this McLoughlin could not bring himself to do. Indeed, it would 
seem that his determination to retain possession, and keep the property 
out of the hands of Americans and rival traders, had become so stubborn 
that it would have been virtually impossible for him to abandon it. 

Douglas might have mentioned that the attitude of the Mission- 
dominated Provisional Government, as it existed in 1843, was far from 
reassuring. Article four of the Law of Land Claims, adopted on July 5, 
1843, was designed specifically to deprive McLoughlin of the Willamette 
Falls claim. After providing that an individual might hold not more than 
six hundred and forty acres, it continued as follows : 

“No person shall be entitled to hold such a claim upon city or town 
sites, extensive water privileges, or other situations necessary for the 
transaction of mercantile or manufacturing operations, and to the 
detriment of the community. Provided, that nothing in these laws shall 
be so construed as to affect any claim of any mission of a religious 
character, made previous to this time, of an extent not more than six 
miles square.’”2 

Needless to say, this was one of the articles that went by the board 
when the laws were revised in 1844. 

Nor does this complete the list of McLoughlin’s troubles in 1843. 
The subterfuge of putting the mills and claim in his own name was only 
a partial success. “True, the buildings were not molested, but, encouraged 
by the Law of Land Claims, Waller and others repeatedly challenged 
McLoughlin’s right of possession. Matters came to a head in the last 
weeks of the year, thanks to the activities of John Ricord, a lawyer from 
Missouri, who, after making tentative offers to advise McLoughlin as to 
the best means of safeguarding his claim, acted as attorney for Waller 
instead. By cleyer use of the indisputable fact that McLoughlin had 
never lived upon his claim, Ricord produced a plausible and striking 


+ D. 5/9, Douglas to Simpson, private, November 16, 1843. 
* Ore. Hist. Quar., XII, 123. 
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statement.! Quite as plausible is the following paragraph, written in 
December by Waller himself in a letter to Senator Linn : 

“I came to reside in Oregon in 1840 with my family consisting of a 
wife and two children—located upon a piece of land then unoccupied by 
any one else—cleared a portion of it—built a house upon it, removed my 
family into it, and fenced, and for two years and a half cultivated, a 
portion of the land. At the end of that time, Dec. 1842, when emigration 
had fairly commenced to this country, Dr. McLoughlin, thinking to 
make a favorable speculation for the Hudsons Bay Company, seized 
upon my farm, which was favorably situated for such a purpose, and had 
it subdivided into Lots to sell to the settlers newly arrived. This he has 
already done to the extent of some fifty or sixty lots of his survey, at one 
hundred dollars each, and among the rest, actually including the lot upon 
which, according to his survey, my house is situated.’” 

Ricord left Oregon in December, and it was apparently after his 
departure that a proclamation “To the people of Oregon” appeared 
over his signature in which Waller’s case was set forth in detail. It was 
this statement that first compelled McLoughlin to deny, publicly and 
in writing, that the claim at the falls was in reality the property of the 
Company. On this point Ricord charged : 

“ He [McLoughlin] is not in fact the claimant. The Hudsons Bay 
Company a Foreign Corporation, is in fact the claimant while Dr. 
McLoughlin only lends his name well knowing, that a corporation, even 
though it be an American one, cannot acquire a preemption.” 

‘To this McLoughlin replied, in a statement dated March 1, 1844 : 

“ I am not claiming the Land for the Hudsons Bay Company but for 
myself ...’There are many people here who can swear that since 
1829/30 I have repeatedly spoken to them of the Falls of the Wallamette 
as being my claim.’ 

In some respects things soon took a turn for the better. In April, 
1844, the break up of the Methodist Mission enabled McLoughlin to get 
rid of Waller by making a small cash settlement. In June the new land 
law was passed. In August, at a cost of $5,400, McLoughlin secured 
undisputed ownership of all the lots and buildings formerly used by the 
Mission that lay within the bounds of his claim. But a new crisis in his 


' Ricord’s statement and sundry other documents relating to the dispute over 
the property at the falls will be found in the Appendix to this volume. See 
Pp- 195-219. Many of these same documents, and a few additional papers, appear 
in Brosnan, Fason Lee, Appendix III, pp. 291-315. 

* Brosnan, Fason Lee, pp. 301-2, Waller to Linn, December 6, 1843. 

Seep. a7, = Seeop. 2h 
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affairs was nevertheless developing, for it became apparent that Simpson 
did not approve of the programme of development that had been 
undertaken at the falls. In a letter dated June 15, 1844, he warned 
McLoughlin that he was “not at present prepared to sanction any 
expenditure either in effecting additional improvements or in attempting 
to secure our title ”. Continuing, he added : ‘“‘ While we shall endeavour 
to maintain our rights, I cannot approve of the policy of buying off 
pretended claims [a reference to the sum of $500 paid to Waller] and of 
_ feeing individuals [meaning Hastings, to whom McLoughlin had paid 
£150 for legal advice] of whom we know nothing excepting that they 
profess to be legal men.” And in a dispatch to the Governor and 
Committee, drafted a few days later, Simpson reported that he had 
charged the cost of the mills and the fees paid to Hastings to a ‘‘ John 
McLoughlin Suspense account ”, which suggests that he anticipated that 
these expenditures would be severely criticized in London. He remarked 
further that he felt that the Company’s rights at the falls were “‘ not likely 
ever to be recognized by any American authorities ” 5 the only way to 
secure this would be for the Governor and Committee to use their 
influence to have a special clause inserted in the boundary settlement that 
would safeguard the Company’s rights, regardless of local law.? 
McLoughlin thus found himself between the upper and the nether 
millstones : the necessity, on the one hand, of proving beyond any doubt 
that the claim was his own in order to safeguard his title ; and on the 
other, the possibility that the Company might repudiate, and perhaps 
hold him personally responsible for, the expenditure made at the falls. 
Even Douglas felt that the investment had been a hazardous one. 
Writing privately to Simpson in March, 1845, he remarked, in speaking 
of the falls : “ There is now a large amount of valuable property invested 
there, and I do not think it can ever be of much importance to the 
Company unless it could be secured to it by an immediate adjustment 
between the two Governments ; in the present circumstances of this 
country, it will always be a sink of capital.””. And, probably with some 
knowledge of what was in the wind, Douglas added : ‘‘ What objection 
is there to the Doctors taking it on his own account reserving merely the 
Stores and granary for the Company.”? For McLoughlin had come to 
the conclusion that he could only be certain of retaining possession of the 


1D. 4/31, fo. 82d., Simpson to McLoughlin, June 15, 1844. 


A. 12/2, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, June 21, 1844, pars. 14 
and 16. 


°D. 5/13, Douglas to Simpson, private, March 5, 1845. See Appendix A, 
De ros. 
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property if he could swear that it was actually bought and paid for. On 
March 20, 1845, he accordingly wrote a private and confidential letter 
to Simpson, and enclosed two personal drafts, totalling £4173 115. 6d. 
in payment for the claim at the falls. 

Practically every statement McLoughlin made about this transaction 
is involved and ambiguous, and this crucial letter is no exception. It 
contains passages that can be cited as evidence that McLoughlin had no 
intention or expectation that his offer to purchase would be taken 
seriously, while other passages support the contrary view. The letter 
reads, in part, as follows : 

“As their Honors wrote me in their private and confidential 
communication Dated 21st July 1824 * As we cannot Expect to have a 
more Southern Boundary than the Columbia’ When I set people to 
Work there as I knew no British corporation could hold Lands in the 
states I told them I was going to Build a mill there for myself with the 
impression I would be able to hold it in trust for the Company as I had 
been informed some Lands were held in the United states and when I left 
the company I could transfer it to another and he would hold it in the 


99 


same way... 

Having recalled the questions that had been submitted to Adam Thom, 
and the fact that the Governor and Committee had made no comment 
upon them, McLoughlin continued : 

‘“..as they made no mention of my queries about the Willamette 
falls I inferred they left me to my own Descretion to keep it for the 
Company or myself as, I, might consider most advisable, and as I conceive 
it impossible to preserve it for the Company, I considered myself justified 
in assuming it in my own personal account Especially as in 1843 in 
compliance with the Laws of the Organisation requiring all claims to be 
registered I found it necessary on account of the jealousy the Americans 
have against the Company to Register it in my own name... If I have 
done Wrong it proceeds from their Honors Silence as I have done this 
merely to protect the Hudson Bay Company from Injury and to maintain 
and Extend British influence I will therefore continue to keep it and 
send you a Draft for the amount of money Expended on the operation 
But I Beg to state, I am Ready to transfer it to whoever the Company 
wishes as to keep it in their own name is quite out of the question.” 

‘The concluding paragraph reads : 

“ As it must be Evident that at my time of life I cannot be desirous of 
beginning a new Business and that in acting as I have I could have but in 
view to further the Interests of the Company and Extend British influence 
—TI hope I will not be allowed to suffer In short I take it on my account 
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because I find it absolutely necessary to do so to secure us and to prevent 
its falling into the possession of others who would make use of the 
Influence it would give to injure us.’ ; 

Simpson’s reply was brief, and it will be well to give the text in full. 


** Red River Settlement 


“ John McLoughlin Esqr. Doane BRAS 

Sir, 

I have to acknowledge your letter marked ‘ private & confidential ’ 

of 20. March last, on the subject of the Mills at the Willamette F alls, 
which has been laid before the Council. In that communication you 
state the circumstances under which those Mills stand in your name, both 
in the Company’s books & in the Registry books of the self-constituted 
authorities of Oregon. You have, moreover, forwarded two bills drawn 
on your private account on the Hudsons Bay Company, one for 
£685. 12. 2, which Mr. Mactavish states was the amount of outlay on 
the Willamette Falls for Outfit 1843, and the other for £3487: 10-4, 
being the amount of the outlay thereon during Outfit 1844, making 
together £4773. rr. 6. 

‘Your letter on this subject is not, to my apprehension, quite distinct, 
but I draw from it & from Mr. Mactavish, who appears perfectly 
conversant with the subject and had communication with you thereon 
verbally, that, your object is to purchase the Mills in question from the 
Company at their cost, handing the bills in payment. In reply, I have to 
state that, your offer has been accepted, the Company relinquishing all 
right & title to those Mills & accepting the purchase money you propose 


in payment of the same. : 
Pay: I remain &c. &c. 


(sd.) G. Simpson ”2 


The next day Simpson reported the Council’s decision to London, 
and the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on August 20, 
1845, include the following entry : 

“ Ordered that the Bills amounting to £4173 11 6 drawn by ©..F. 
McLoughlin on the Govr. and Committee in payment for the sawmill 
at the Falls of the Wallamet be charged to that gentleman’s account.””3 

In accordance with this resolution, the drafts were charged against 
McLoughlin’s personal account two days later.4 


* D. 5/13, McLoughlin to Simpson, private and confidential, March 20, 1845. 

2D. 4/67, fo. 51-51d. 2A. 1/64, p. 64, 

*Ore. Hist. Quar., XLV, Burt Brown Barker (ed.), “ McLoughlin 
ny Account with Hudson’s Bay Company ”, p. 30: 
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No question concerning McLoughlin’s career is more difficult to 
decide than whether or not, at the time he forwarded his drafts to 
Simpson, he expected or wished them to be accepted. As soon as he 
heard that the Company had accepted payment, he entered the most 
vigorous protest, and stated repeatedly that he never intended the 
transaction to be considered a genuine offer to purchase. Nevertheless, 
to the present writer, at least, the balance of the evidence seems to tip 
against McLoughlin. Purchase promised to settle so many of his 
difficulties that it is hard to conceive that the proposal was not made in 
all sincerity. It would give McLoughlin the proof of ownership 
required to establish his rights to the claim ; 1t would cut the ground from 
under Simpson’s feet if he intended to make trouble about the substantial 
investments made at the falls ; it would enable McLoughlin to develop 
the mills and sales shop at Oregon City to the mutual benefit of himself 
and the Company. It is noteworthy that in one of his later letters 
McLoughlin explained how he had planned to carry on: “ The 
manner I intended to manage the Business... was to place my family 
here [at the falls] so as to do away with all pretensions from others and to 
carry on the Business here for the Company ...’! Arguments that the 
offer was a bona fide proposal can even be drawn from the opposing point 
of view, for if the offer was not genuine, we must believe that McLoughlin 
deliberately wrote letters and drew drafts which he intended should be 
disregarded, but the integrity of which he was prepared to support on 
oath.? 


‘The evidence of Peter Skene Ogden, who attended the Council at _ 


Red River to which McLoughlin’s letter was submitted, is interesting. 
Writing to Simpson in March, 1846, Ogden had this to say : 

“I for one certainly formed a most erroneous impression when at 
Red River for in giving my assent to the Doctors offer for the purchase of 
the Mills, considered it was a desire of his own to haye them, but from 
what he now states it appears quite the contrary altho I must confess I am 
rather sceptical in my belief. . .’’8 

A year later Ogden felt that his doubts had been confirmed, and he 
wrote to Simpson : “‘... I have now convincing proofs that his surprise 
in your accepting his Bills and his regret in consequence were expressed 


* A. 10/21, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, July 1, 1846. See 
p- 154. 

2 In this connection note ibid., first paragraph: “I...sent the Draft that if 
called upon I might be able to swear the property was mine and that I had paid 
for it...” Seép. 154. 


° D. 5/16, Ogden to Simpson, private and confidential, March 20, 1846. 
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more with the intention of creating a feeling in his favor which he appears 
to have succeeded in than any regret in having secured the Mills for had 
his offer not been accepted he would then indeed have complained of the 
injustice done him. . .”2 

This is not to say that McLoughlin did not have a grievance. When 
he submitted the drafts he was not aware that important changes in his 
status and remuneration had already been decided upon. On the other 
hand, when Simpson recommended that the offer to purchase be accepted, 

he knew that McLoughlin’s superintendency had come to an end, that 
his special salary of £500 per annum had been discontinued, and that 
he had been ordered to “‘ cross the Mountains” in the near future. 
Under the -circumstances he might well have referred the purchase 
back to McLoughlin for confirmation ; but, as we shall see, It suited 
both his purposes and those of the Governor and Committee not 
to do so. 

All McLoughlin’s protests regarding the purchase harp upon one 
theme ; that he would never have made the offer had he known of the 
changes impending. Of the truth of this there can be little doubt. From 
this view it was a simple transition to the conviction that, for all practical 
purposes, he had never made the offer in the terms upon which Simpson 
accepted it. 


vl 


Neither Simpson nor the Governor and Committee appear to have 
realized how greatly the influx of American settlers was altering conditions 
in the Columbia District. Something of the old order remained even after 
the arrival of Dr. White and his 140 companions in 18423; but the 
“ great immigration” of 1843 made it clear that the end was near. 
About 1,400 settlers arrived in 1844 ; nearly 3,000 more poured into 
the country in 1845. By the end of the latter year the white population 
of Oregon was approaching 6,000. 

The vicinity of Oregon City soon became the trading centre of the 
Willamette Valley, as McLoughlin had anticipated that it would. It 
was a convenient spot for the settlers, and by degrees drew much of the 
local retail business away from Fort Vancouver. To counter this, 
McLoughlin opened a branch post at the falls. American traders soon 
appeared to compete with the Company, including a representative of 
Caleb Cushing, the Massachusetts Congressman, whose supplies were 
brought from Honolulu with some regularity in the brig Pallas. 


* D. 5/19, Ogden to Simpson, private, March 1 5, 1847. 
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This was in 1843-44. In earlier days Fort Vancouver had been for 
practical purposes the sole source of supplies in the country. Many of 
the first immigrant parties had arrived either destitute or with a scanty 
stock of provisions, and it was to the Company that they had had to turn 
for assistance. McLoughlin had clothed them and fed them, and in 
many instances had loaned them implements with which to till the soil 
and seed with which to plant it. The advantage of this policy was 
twofold, for it both started the settler himself on the way to independence 
and provided against the possibility of a food shortage the following season, 
when the next wave of immigrants could be expected to appear. 

Few of the immigrants had any money, and McLoughlin had therefore 
to give them credit, a policy to which Simpson at once made strenuous 
objections. By the spring of 1844 McLoughlin had made advances 
totalling £6,606 to between three and four hundred persons. “ This 
appears an enormous sum ”’, Simpson wrote, “‘ a large portion of which, 
I fear, will turn out a bad debt”. From Archibald Barclay McLoughlin 


learned that the total had caused much surprise and uneasiness in 


London : “So lax a system of credit is very much disapproved of by ~ 


the Governor and Committee and I am instructed to say that it 
should be gradually discontinued, and one of prompt payment, either 
in cash or goods, substituted.’ 

McLoughlin was well aware of the Company’s policy ; he had had 
recent occasion himself to warn a subordinate that it was “‘ exceedingly 
averse to a system of protracted and extensive credits”’.3 His difficulty 
was that neither then nor later did Simpson really comprehend local 
conditions. His action had been based not on sentiment but on sound 
common sense ; it was, in fact, the only practicable policy under the 
circumstances. Most of the immigrants were frontiersmen, not in the 
least likely to starve quietly in the shadow of a well-stocked warehouse 


1D. 4/31, fo. 95, Simpson to McLoughlin, June 16, 1844. 

2 A. 6/26, fo. 140d., Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844. 

3A. 11/51, McLoughlin to George Pelly, May 22, 1841. Enclosure to 
McLoughlin to Governor and Committee, May 24, 1841. 

* It should be noted that, so long as circumstances made it possible, the credit 
given by McLoughlin was strictly limited. See D. 5/8, McLoughlin to Simpson, 
April 12, 1843, “ The plan we follow with the Americans, who come from the 
States, when they apply for goods, on credit, we give them to the amount of two 
or three pounds, when they have paid that by working for the farmers, we give 
them to the same Amount, but they get no fresh Advances till they have paid.” 


This system broke down when immigration commenced on a much larger scale, 
in the autumn of 1843. 
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belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Company. If supplies had not been made 
available on credit, they would certainly have been appropriated by force 
_—and, in McLoughlin’s opinion, Fort Vancouver would probably have 
been burned in the process. 

It was not easy to establish good relations with many of the immigrants, 
Most of them arrived strongly prejudiced against the Company, owing to 
the hostile propaganda current in the United States at the time. Nor was 
this the only problem. They came expecting to be attacked by the 
_ Indians, and in that frame of mind they were likely to shoot first and ask 
questions afterwards. ‘The Indians, for their part, viewed the advance of 
settlement with alarm, and McLoughlin was convinced that only a 
happy accident, which gave him warning of the plot, averted a murderous 
attack on the 1843 immigrant train. 

Then again there was the land question. Some of the immigrants 
were unscrupulous characters ; others were sincerely convinced that a 
British monopoly deserved no consideration within territory that they 
chose to believe already belonged, or soon would belong, to the United 
States. We have seen that earlier settlers had coveted the property at the 
falls of the Willamette. Later arrivals looked with envy upon the broad 
acres of farmland at Fort Vancouver, and the spacious tracts of 
land that the Company claimed at Nisqually. 

The possibility that the Company’s land might be appropriated and its 
warehouses looted had troubled McLoughlin ever since the arrival of 
the first large body of immigrants. In November, 1843, he had 
recommended to the Governor and Committee “that a protection 
[meaning a warship or an armed force] should be received from 
Government ...”? Eighteen months passed before he received a reply, 
informing him that no such protection would be forthcoming.? In the 
interval, however, H.M.S. Modeste, an 1 8-gun sloop, had paid a visit to 
the Columbia River. Some inkling of McLoughlin’s predicament had 
evidently reached the Admiralty, for Simpson noted later that there seemed 
“to have been no other object in the visit of the Modeste to the 
Columbia, beyond shewing British Subjects and F oreigners that we had 


grazing 


1See Transactions... of the Oregon Pioneer Assn. for 1880 (Salem, Oregon, 
1881), ‘‘ Copy of a Document Found among the Private Papers of the late Dr. 
John McLoughlin ”, pp. 52-4. 

eb 8., Vi, 141, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, November 
15, 1843. 

9 A. 6/26, fo. 140-140d., Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30,1844. The 


reply in question is quoted in McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, 
November 20, 1845. See Pp. 103. 
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protection to a certain extent at hand ”.1_ The Modeste arrived off Fort 
Vancouver on July 7, and remained in the river until early in August. 
She was a welcome sight, but a letter from Douglas to Simpson printed in 
the appendix to this volume shows that he at least was irritated by the 
courteous but disinterested attitude of Captain Baillie and his officers, 
none of whom seems to have taken the Company’s local troubles very 
seriously.” : 

In February, 1845, Henry Williamson made his well-known attempt 
to seize a portion of the Company’s property at Fort Vancouver. Much 
disturbed by the incident, McLoughlin reported upon it in detail to 
William Miller, British Consul General in Honolulu, and the nearest 
official British representative. He added an urgent request that a warship 
be stationed in the Columbia River. Miller did little, but fortunately 
Rear-Admiral Seymour, Commander-in-Chief on the Pacific Station, 
had received instructions to keep an eye on developments in Oregon. 
H.M.S. America, a powerful 50-gun frigate, arrived in the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca late in August, and remained in the waters thereabouts for a 
month. ‘Two of her officers visited Fort Vancouver, one of them being 
Lieutenant William Peel, who subsequently travelled post haste to 
London, to report to the British Government.* Peel was alert and 
interested, but the attitude of Captain Gordon, commanding officer of 
the America, was akin to that of Captain Baillie. Some months later, 
Douglas, who spent three days on board the vessel, described his interview 
with Gordon in a letter to Simpson: ‘‘ The old Gentleman was 
exceedingly kind, but no wise enthusiastic about Oregon or British 
interests. He does not think the country worth five straws and is surprised 
that Government should take any trouble about it. He assured me that 
he could not interfere, with trespassers squatting on our claims and in 
such cases advised a settlement by arbitration, a very wise plan truly,—to 
lose every thing we hold. I knew all this before, but I thought it right to 
put the question, to ascertain how far his promised protection would be 
carried. He did not appear at all friendly to the Hudsons Bay Company, 
and told me plainly that we could not expect to hold the entire country.’”® 


TR. C. Clark, History of the Willamette Valley (Indianopolis, 1927), p. 819, 
Simpson to the Governor and Committee, June 20, 1845. 


2D. 5/13, Douglas to Simpson, March 5, 1845. See p. 180. 
3B. 223/b/33, fo. 45d., McLoughlin to Miller, March 24, 1845. Seep. 268. 


4 See Ore. Hist. Quar., XXIX, L. M. Scott (ed.), “ Report of Lieutenant 
Peel on Oregon in 1845-46’, pp. 51-76. 
5D. 5/16, Douglas to Simpson, private, March 20, 1846. 
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Even if the attitude of her captain left something to be desired, a 
man-of-war near at hand lent valuable support to the Company, and the 
Modeste was given a warm welcome when she once more took up her 
station in the Columbia, off Fort Vancouver, at the end of November, 
1845. ‘There she remained until May, 1847, by which time the terms 
of the boundary treaty signed in June, 1846, had been known in Oregon 
for five or six months. 

Only a word need be said regarding the mission of Lieutenants Warre 
and Vavasour, who arrived at Fort Vancouver in August, 1845. Acting 
upon instructions from London, and in consultation with Sir George 
Simpson, the Commander of the Forces in Canada had selected these two 
officers to carry out a confidential military reconnaisance in the Oregon 
country.’ ‘They travelled ostensibly as tourists, and only Peter Skene 
Ogden, who escorted them from Red River to Fort Vancouver (and who, 
incidentally, found them disagreeable travelling companions), was 
informed of their true status and purpose. Even McLoughlin was kept 
in ignorance, though he may well have had his suspicions, and he was 
highly indignant later when he learned that Warre and Vavasour had 
presumed to report that without his assistance “ not 30 American 
families ” would have settled in Oregon. His vigorous rejoinder will be 
found in the pages that follow.2. The secrecy that surrounded the mission 
was the subject of one of Simpson’s last letters to McLoughlin. The 
matter dragged on until October 20, 1849, when Simpson explained that 
he had been specifically instructed by Sir Robert Peel and Lord Aberdeen 
“ to make no one acquainted with the nature of that mission except the 
officer who was to conduct them [Warre and Vavasour] to the Country, 
and it was accordingly communicated to Chief Factor Ogden alone, in a 
confidential letter ”’.8 


vil 
In retrospect it is clear that the collision with Simpson over trading 


policy in 1841-42 did more than destroy the mutual confidence of the 
two men. It greatly lowered McLoughlin’s prestige, not only in 


1 For the principal letters and reports relating to the mission see Ore. Hist. 
Quar., X, Joseph Schafer (ed.), “ Documents Relative to Warre and Vavasour’s 
Military Reconnoissance in Oregon, 1845-6”, pp. 1-99. Cf. also p. 96, 
2 


2D. 5/19, McLoughlin’s “ Remarks” on Warre and Vavasour’s report; 
enclosure in Ogden and Douglas to Simpson, March 16, 1847. See pp. 286-98. 


3D. 4/40, fo. 32d. 
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London, but within his own jurisdiction. “The Archives of the Company 
reveal that thereafter practically all his important subordinates—such 
men as James Douglas, Peter Skene Ogden, W. H. McNeill, and A. C. 
Anderson, to cite only a few examples—corresponded with Simpson under 
private cover. A continual stream of gossip and comment thus reached 
the Governor ; and it may be noted that McLoughlin more than once 
complained that both Simpson and the Governor and Committee were 
acting upon information gained otherwise than from himself. 

A most serious view was taken of the quarrel in London. McLoughlin 
himself is the authority for the statement that in 1842 Sir John Pelly, 
Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, issued a warning “ that I must 
make up my Difference with Sir George Simpson or Else I would be 
called on to Retire or have to be moved to another Department...’ As 
the relations of the two men went from bad to worse, both Simpson and 
the Governor and Committee became restive and sharply critical. “They 
felt that McLoughlin’s dispatches no longer gave an adequate account of 
the state of his district ;2 they were filled with interminable and 
repetitious discussions of the coastal trade, the murder of John 
McLoughlin, junior, and latterly of the California establishment that 
McLoughlin declined to close, despite the most specific instructions. 
Simpson complained that the Columbia had acquired such an evil 
reputation that he could not recruit men to cross the mountains, and 
although McLoughlin hotly denied the charge, he was compelled to 
report disturbances amongst the men at a number of posts, including 
Stikine, where young McLoughlin had met his death. Simpson held 
firmly to his opinion, and in his first letter to McLoughlin’s successors 
wrote: “...if the Journals of the posts have been kept as carefully as 
they ought to have been, they will of themselves, I am sure, indicate a 
state of discipline decidedly different from anything practised in any other 
quarter of the country. Such I take to be the undeniable fact . . .”8 

A sharp decline in revenue from the districts west of the Rocky 
Mountains was still another disturbing factor. The arrival in London in 
1843 of the annuai returns brought this decline sharply into focus, and 
moved the Governor and Committee to write to Simpson: ‘“‘ We 
cannot indeed contemplate either the present state or the future prospects 
of the fur trade on the West side the Mountains without anxiety. 
Although there appears to have been no remission of zeal or exertion on 


1A. 10/22, McLoughlin to Pelly, July 12, 1846. See p. 164. 

* D. 5/8, Barclay to Simpson, June 1, 1843. See H.B.8., VI, xlix. 

*D. 4/67, fo. 52-52d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden, and Douglas (the 
Board of Management at Fort Vancouver), June 16, 1845. 
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the part of the Gentlemen in charge of the different establishments, the 
trade has fallen off greatly for two successive years, marking, it is to be 
feared, a rapidly progressive diminution of the fur bearing animals.” 
Simpson, checking the accounts, brought to light errors in valuation 
which, when corrected, drastically reduced the supposed profits. This 
was not McLoughlin’s fault, for the accounts were simply compiled as 
directed, upon the basis of certain authorized tables, but the result, as 
tabulated by Simpson, was nonetheless startling : 

“ Our business operations on the West side of the Mountains... we 
think are not so productive as represented by the accounts. According 
to the statements received from the Columbia, the 


Profit on Outfit 1841 was £22974 
» th hO42. 3, 16982 
» » 1843 4, 21726 


whereas, by a statement herewith transmitted, you will observe the profits 
are reduced, as follows : 


On Outfit 1841 Actual Profit of £1474 
9» 9 1842 Actual Loss 4, 4003 
peep 1243 do do’ 54, 3156 


This very startling discrepancy seems principally to arise from the 
circumstance of the Columbia returns being valued in your accounts 
about 25 p. cent higher than they realize... It is quite evident the profits 
of the Columbia business are by no means so great as the accounts 
represent, while the exertions that are made to meet its demands are 
exceedingly embarrassing & injurious to every other branch of the 
business.” 2 

Simpson, who in 1824-25 had been the best friend of the Columbia 
District, twenty years later had become its most severe critic, The dark 
financial picture caused the Governor and Committee to subject its 
management to a close scrutiny, and by the spring of 1844 they had come 
to the conclusion that a change was essential. Early in March Archibald 
Barclay wrote privately to Simpson : 

“ There is nothing new to tell you. You will see by the dispatch, as 
well as by the Governor’s private letter that there is an increased 
dissatisfaction with the management of affairs at the Columbia, and in 


1 A. 6/26, fo. 66d., Governor and Committee to Simpson, June 1, 1843. 


* D. 4/67, fos. 63d.—64, Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden, and Douglas, June 
16, 1845. 
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fact that nothing will now do but McLoughlin’s removal from that 
important charge. The Govr. wrote to him some time ago very strongly 
on the subject, and if he does not take the hint, it is left to the Council to 
deal with him as they may think the good of the service requires. The 
tra[ns]montane expences are considered enormous.” 

As it turned out, the Council did nothing except detach the Company’s 
agency in the Sandwich Islands from the Columbia Department, a very 
minor adjustment of which McLoughlin seems to have approved. But 
the news that reached London from the Columbia during the summer 
and autumn of 1844 drove the Governor and Committee themselves to 
take action. McLoughlin had advanced the alarming sum of £6,600 to 
American immigrants ; he had made heavy expenditures at Willamette 
Falls, on property to which the Company’s claim was becoming extremely 
precarious ; he had ignored instructions, and had not yet closed the post 
in California ; he had been even less successful than usual in handling 
the shipping on the Coast ; the affairs of the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company were ina far from flourishing state ; his letters were still filled 


with heated discussions of his son’s murder.2 Ina letter dated November. 


30, 1844, Barclay informed McLoughlin that “ the advantages... 
which the Governor and Committee had hoped would be derived from 


placing the Columbia Department under the charge of one person ” had — 


cs 


not been realized” ; that it was intended to divide the department up into 
two or more districts, and that the special salary of £500 that went with 
the general superintendency would cease on May 31, 1845.3 Meeting at 
Red River in June, 1845, the Council of the Northern Department set 
up a Board of Management of three members to succeed McLoughlin. 
For Outfit 1845 these members were to be Douglas, Ogden, and 


* D. 5/10, Barclay to Simpson, private, March 4, 1844. 


* There is good reason to think that McLoughlin had become absorbed in his 
troubles, and that Douglas was carrying the weight of the burden of administration 
at Fort Vancouver. Douglas’s comment on the appointment of the Board of 
Management that succeeded McLoughlin in D. 5/16, Douglas to Simpson, 
private, March 20, 1846, is revealing : “I have no objections whatever to the 
arrangements made for the future management of this District; the difference 
to me will not be great, for I presume I shall still have the fag and wear and tear 
of the work, as has fallen to my share for the last five years. In fact I am harassed 
beyond reason, and see no prospect of relief.” 


A. 6/26, fo. 139d., Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844. The 
paragraph in question is quoted by McLoughlin in B. 223/b/33, fos. 12d.—13, 
McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, November 20, 1845. See 
12 Gale / 
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McLoughlin himself. As it was assumed that McLoughlin would be on 
furlough during Outfit 1846, the Board for that year was to consist of 
Douglas, Ogden, and John Work. 

The crushing impact with which events bore down upon McLoughlin 
in 1845 can now be appreciated. In March he had forwarded to Simpson 
the drafts in payment for the claim at Willamette Falls. In June he 
received both the news of Rae’s suicide and Barclay’s letter informing him 
that his superintendency was at an end. In the autumn he learned that 
_ the drafts had been accepted, and received instructions to hand over the 
direction of affairs at once to the new Board of Management. 

McLoughlin seems to have had no suspicion whatsoever that he was 
likely to be removed from office. This is strange, for his retirement had 
been under discussion for several years. He and Simpson evidently went 
into the question in some detail in Honolulu in March, 1842, at which 
time Simpson expressed the opinion that “ the Company would feel 
disposed to put him on the footing of the most favored Chief Factor who 
had up to that period retired from the Service...”2 ‘This assurance was 
formally confirmed by resolution of the Committee on the following 
December 14.3 When notified of this, McLoughlin asked for particulars 
of the terms upon which “‘ the most favoured Chief Factor” had retired,4a 
query that apparently was not answered. 

McLoughlin objected most strenuously to the cancellation of his 
special salary of £500 per annum. The Company took the view that it 
was limited to the term of his superintendency, while McLoughlin 
contended that it was one of the conditions upon which he had renewed 
his agreement in 1839. It is interesting to note that the correspondence 
with Simpson about the matter shows that in 1838 it was first proposed 
that McLoughlin’s emoluments should be equal to two Chief Factorships, 
but this was later dropped because the arrangement would have been 
contrary to the Deed Poll. “The final arrangement ” whereby 


1B. 239/k/2, fo. 182-182d., Minutes of Council, Red River Settlement, June, 
1845. Resolutions 70-2. 

* D. 4/61, fo. 15, Simpson to Pelly, November 23, 1842 (reporting upon his 
discussions with McLoughlin). 

3 A. 1/63, p. 27, Ata Committee, December 14, 1842, “ Resolved that if it be 
Mr. McLoughlin’s intention now to retire from the Service: the Governor & 
Committee confirm the assurance given him by Sir George Simpson and that if 
his resignation should be postponed, the subject will in that case receive the most 
favorable consideration ”’. 

sec H.BS., V1, 1r0—1 1, McLoughlin to William Smith, October ro, 
1843. 
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McLoughlin received the £500 was, Simpson recalled, “ delayed until 
the Spring of 1839, within a short time of our departure for Canada, 
having been matured between us, and finally closed by the Governor with 
you at a private interview at the Trinity House.”? 

Be that as it may, the financial terms upon which McLoughlin retired 
were most generous, and much to the credit of the Company. In 
consideration of the fact that word of the change in his status did not 
reach McLoughlin until after May 31, 1845—that is, until after his 
salary of £500 had ceased—the Governor and Committee agreed to 
continue it for another year. After a year’s furlough, McLoughlin was 
granted leave of absence for two years, and his formal retirement from 
the service was dated June 1, 1849.2 For another year thereafter he 
received his full Chief Factor’s share of the profits, and for still another 
five years he was paid a half share. All these payments were made 
without deduction of any sort. McLoughlin’s personal account, which 
has been printed in full,’ shows that none of the costs arising from the 
murder of his son nor any of the debts of the Oregon immigrants were 
ever levied against him. 

Simpson’s action in accepting the offer to purchase the Willamette 
Falls claim was in reality McLoughlin’s chief cause for complaint. 
Simpson knew that acceptance would force McLoughlin’s retirement, 
for the property required his personal attention, and it was inconceivable 
that he should remain in the Columbia District in a subordinate position 
after having been superintendent for twenty years. On March 20, 1846, 
as Simpson expected, McLoughlin notified him that it was not his 
intention to resume active duty in the Company’s service.4 So firmly, 
in fact, did his affairs anchor him in Oregon that he was never able to 
travel to Red River and London and there demand and give explanations 
as he had planned to do. 

A word from Peter Skene Ogden may serve to conclude the matter. 
‘To Simpson he wrote privately : “In taking an impartial view of all 
past and present transactions I see nothing that can justify the Doctor in 
complaining of his not having been well treated . . . for his services he has 


TD AA, tO. o2d., Simpson to McLoughlin, October 20, 1849. 


* D. 4/37, fo. 130, Simpson to McLoughlin, June 22, 1848, enclosing a copy 
of the resolution of Council, and an extract from the Governor and Committee’s 
general dispatch of April 5, 1848. 


3 Ore. Hist. Quar., XLV, Barker, “ McLoughlin Proprietary Account with 
Hudson’s Bay Company ”, pp. 1-41. 


SD iG, McLoughlin to Simpson, March 20, 1846. 
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been well rewarded and will continue so to the expiration of his retired 
muterest.. ..."7! 


Vill 

The closing years of McLoughlin’s life lie outside the scope of these 
volumes, and need be touched upon but briefly.? 

He removed from Fort Vancouver to Oregon City on January 4, 
1846. Until the end of the Company’s financial year, on May 31, the 
business at the falls was carried on as before. It was then found that the 
profits for the year amounted to £3,854, and these were divided between 
McLoughlin and the Company in proportion to the capital each had 
invested in the enterprise. The purchase price of the property was taken 
as representing McLoughlin’s share ;_ the inventory value of all goods 
and supplies furnished during the year, that of the Company. Upon 
this basis McLoughlin received £1,053, and the Company £2,801.3 
‘Thereafter McLoughlin took over the mills and sales shop on his own 
account. “lhe Company still had a large stock of goods on hand, a nd asa 
consequence continued in business at Oregon City. Archibald Mc Kinlay 
was placed in charge, and, under circumstances that obviously bristled 
with difficulties, he succeeded in maintaining friendly relations with 
McLoughlin. 

' ‘The transition to private life proved trying, and fora time McLoughlin 
was miserable and despondent. By the late summer, however, things 
were improving, as Douglas noted in a private letter to Simpson : 

“... The Doctor is living at the Falls, and has rented his saw Mills to 
an American for 1000 Dollars per annum. The Flour Mill remains in 
his own hands still paying him remarkably well. He has not enjoyed his 
health lately, but is now much better than he was. His property at the 
Falls is now paying him upwards of £300 per annum in rents, besides 
the returns of the Grist Mill, the whole will amount to about 10 p. cent 


* D. 5/16, Ogden to Simpson, private and confidential, March 20, 1846. 


* The best account of McLoughlin’s later years is still that given in F. V. 
Holman, Dr. Fohn McLoughlin the Father of Oregon (Cleveland, Ohio, 1907). 
This consists of a narrative, and a selection of documents grouped in an appendix. 
Brief popular accounts appear in two more recent biographies, R. C. Montgomery, 
The White-Headed Eagle: Fohn McLoughlin, Builder of an Empire (New York, 
1935), and R. C. Johnson, Fohn McLoughlin, Patriarch of the Northwest 
(Portland, Ore., 1935). 


* B. 223/b/34, fo. 19, Douglas and Ogden to Simpson, March 19, 1846. 
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on the capital disbursed. “The old gentleman complains that he has been 
very badly treated, you may guess by whom.”2 

Unfortunately new and darker clouds were soon to appear on 
McLoughlin’s horizon. ‘The boundary had been determined in June, 
1846; in November the news reached Oregon that all the mainland 
south of the 49th parallel had become a part of the United States. In 
1849 Oregon became a Territory. McLoughlin was ready and willing 
to become an American citizen, and in May of 1849—as soon as it was 
possible for him to do so—he took the oath and made his declaration to 
become a citizen, as required by the naturalization law. Now, at last, 
he expected to be able to secure full legal title to the Willamette Falls 
property ; but he had reckoned without his host. The violent prejudice 
against the Hudson’s Bay Company lingered on, and took the form of 
gross discrimination against himself. ‘The prejudice even extended to 
persons who arrived in Oregon after he had retired to Oregon City, and 
in particular to Samuel R. Thurston, an immigrant of 1847, who was 
elected Oregon’s first delegate to Congress in 1849. Young, able, and 
in this matter completely unscrupulous, Thurston contrived to have 
inserted in the Oregon Land Donation Law of 1850 the notorious 
eleventh clause, whereby McLoughlin was deprived of all his holdings at 
the falls. Abernethy Island was given to the milling company currently 
in possession, while the rest of the property was placed at the disposal of 
the Legislative Assembly of Oregon, “ the proceeds thereof to be applied 
... to the establishment and endowment of a. university . . .” 

McLoughlin was not without friends, and a reaction soon set in in his 
favour. But recompense came only after his death, and it was not until 
1862 that the Legislative Assembly at long last corrected a great injustice 
by conveying the land claim (except Abernethy Island) to the legatees 
under McLoughlin’s will, upon payment of the nominal sum of one~ 
thousand dollars. 

McLoughlin was never actually dispossessed ; he lived in his home and 
conducted his business in Oregon City while the controversy raged about 
his head. But no man could endure such treatment without becoming 
deeply embittered, and it is recorded that in his last days he remarked to a 
friend : “ As for me, I might better have been shot forty years ago than 
to have lived here and tried to build up a family and an estate in this 
government.” 2 

He died on September 3, 1857, within a few weeks of his seventy- 
third birthday. So closed a career that had spanned a continent, and 


1D. 5/18, Douglas to Simpson, private, August 3, 1846. 
* Holman, Dr. Fohn McLoughlin, p. 159. 
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embraced an entire period in the history of the Pacific Northwest. 
Legend has tended to exaggerate McLoughlin’s stature, and to make him 
an incredible paragon of all the virtues. As the letters here presented 
show, the man himself was less perfect but more interesting—cursed with 
passions and a stubbornness that made him a difficult and eventually an 
impossible subordinate ; but blessed with a broad humanity, more than a 
little foresight, and a constructive mind. 


fl 


McLOUGHLIN’S FORT 
WANGOUV ER: LETTERS 


Vancouver 12th Augt. 18441 


-To The Governor, depy. Governor 
& Committee H.H.B.Company 


Hons _e. Sir 

Since my last of 4th July, H.M.S.Modeste,? Captain 
Baillie? entered the Columbia, and reached this place on the 
1sth July, Captain Baillie in Company with Mr. Douglas,! 
visited the Wallamette & saw the greater part of the Settlers,® 
by whom he was well received, and with whom & the Country 
he appears well pleased. 

Captain Baillie did not expressly state the object of his 
Mission, but I infer he came to examine the river see the 
Country & learn what was doing, at the same time support 
British influence, which he did greatly by the appearance at 
this place of a British Man of War. 

As the difference between the Revd. Mr. Waller and me in 
regard to the Falls has been the subject of much conversation 


* B. 223/b/31, fos. 103d.-106. This letter is in a clerk’s writing. 

2 W. L. Clowes, The Royal Navy A History from the Earliest Times to the 
Present (London, 1901), VI, 193, the Modeste (568 tons, 18 guns) was launched 
in 1837. 

°'Thomas Baillie was born on May 30, 1811. The youngest son of George 
Baillie, of Jerviswoode, Lanarkshire, he entered the Royal Navy in 1827. He 
was promoted a lieutenant on October 18, 18 37, a commander on December 21, 
1841, and a captain on November 13, 1845. Baillie commanded the White Sea 
Squadron of the British Fleet during the Crimean War (1855), and was made a 
rear-admiral on November 30, 1863. On April 1, 1870, he became a vice- 
admiral, and on May 29, 1873, he was placed on the retired list. From 1 877 he 
ranked as an admiral (retired) until his death on July 31, 1889. On his brother 
becoming the tenth Earl of Haddington in 1859 Baillie was raised to the rank of 
an earl’s son. 

* James Douglas. See Appendix B, pp. 309-14. 

5 See Appendix A, pp. 180-1. 
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in this Country—(by which conduct the Methodist Mission 
lost all their influence over all their Countrymen except a 
few who are animated by national hostility) I gave a copy of 
my written statement in regard to this affair to Captain Baillie 
(See Nossice 2) 

No. 6 is a copy of Mr. Records Proclamation? to the 
people of Oregon on the subject of my difference with the 
Revd. Mr. Waller, by which you will perceive he wished to 
impress on the minds of the American Citizens that I cannot 
hold the Claim because I am a British Subject, and he calls 
on them to use his own words “‘ unanimously to come forward 
and resist such usurpations”’. If the people have been quiet 
& peacable it is not because that Gentleman has not done his 
utmost, as may be seen by the proclamation, to excite discord 
& encourage violence amongst us, and though it pains me 
to give any testimony unfavourable to the Clergy of the 
Methodist Mission, yet I am bound in truth to say that they 
as a body were the primum mobile of all the trouble I have had 
in this affair, as may be seen by their having in the first 
instance, formed a Company & erected a Saw and Grist Mill 
on a small island on my claim, as I mention in my statement. 
But I have great pleasure in observing as I already stated that 
all the American Citizens except a few disapproved of the 
part taken by that body in my case, and also condemned Mr. 
Records proceedings; many members of the Methodist 
Church were so much disgusted with Mr. Wallers conduct that 
they would not go to hear him preach, and several went the 
length of withdrawing their names entirely from that Church. 

Mr. Record says I attempted to employ him, and that he 
declined, but the Gentleman does not state the fact correctly. 
His letter to me of 2nd November shews that he was willing — 
to be employed by me, and that it was I, as seen by my letter 
of 10th November who declined to employ him. He writes 


1B. 223/b/31, fos. 2-14, No. 1, and ibid., fos. 20-23d., No. 3 and not No. 2 
as stated above. See Appendix A, pp. 199-219. 
2B. 223/b/31, fos. 32-34d., dated December 20, 1843. See Appendix A, 


pp. 195-8. 
3 See Appendix A, pp. 204-06. 
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“ Mr. Waller thereupon engaged me to submit the conditions 
a second time to the Doctor”, The Gentleman must have 
been misinformed, the first proposal on the part of Mr. 
Waller was the one submitted to me by Mr. Record in his 
letter of 2nd November 1843. 

No. 3 ' is a Copy of a correspondence I had in regard to a 
petition to the Congress of the United States? which some 
of the American Settlers had got up against me and which | 
believe originated with the Methodist Missionaries, and 
[I understood was signed by every member of the Mission in 
the Wallamette except as | am informed three Messrs. Jason 
Lee, Abernethy and Babcock, and I may add that several 
Americans offered to sign a counter petition, contradicting 
the allegations made against me, but I declined the offer, as 
I did not consider the petition of sufficient importance to be 
worthy of notice. 

No. 4° is the address of the Canadian Settlers in the 
Wallamette to the American Citizens on their first acceding 


* B. 223/b/31, fos. 16-19d., copies of correspondence with Hastings and 
Shortess. See Appendix A, pp. 251-6. The correspondence is item No. 2, 
not No. 3. 

emcee Appendix A, p..251,n, I. 

3This Address was first mentioned to the Governor and Committee by 
McLoughlin on July 4, 1844. See H[udson’s] B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. 
VI, E.E. Rich (ed.), The Letters of Fohn McLoughlin from Fort Vancouver to the 
Governor and Committee Second Series, 1839-44 (Toronto, The Champlain 
Society, 1943, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1943), p. 199, 
n. 1. ‘The copy referred to above is in B. 223/b/31, fos. 24~26d., and is entitled: 
“ Address from the Canadians to the American Citizens of Oregon”. This 
undated copy is in English and bears no signatures. Another copy, in English 
and also without signatures, but dated “‘ 4th March 44”, is in B. 223/b/32, fos. 
190-rgtd. ‘Thus, with the copy mentioned in H.B.8., VI, 199, n. 1, there are 
three additional contemporary copies (two undated and one dated) to the three 
undated ones mentioned in Oregon Historical Quarterly, XIII, R. C. Clark, 
“ How British and American Subjects Unite in a Common Government for 
Oregon Territory in 1844”, p. 152. The heading to the English translation of 
the Address printed in Oregon Archives (Salem, Ore., 1853), is incorrectly dated 
March 4, 1843, and this error has caused much confusion in the history of 
provincial government in Oregon in 1843 and 1844. In Oregon Hist. Quar., 
XI, 151-55, Clark sets out the reasons for dating the Address 1844, using in 
support of one of his arguments the fact that McLoughlin enclosed a copy in his 
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to the wishes of the latter, and uniting with them to form a 
temporary organization. 

In the Spring of 1843 the Americans formed a Government 
for themselves, and invited the Canadians to join them, but 


the latter declined. 
In Fall 1843 so many Emigrants having come from the 


United States and many more being expected this Year, the 
Canadians seeing the Country could not remain quiet without 


Laws agreed to the second invitation of the Americans, but 
handed them this address to serve as a basis of the plan of 
Government they desired to see established. I could not get 
a copy in time to send out this Spring. 

As Captain Spaldings Report has had the effect of exciting 
a great feeling of hostility towards us in the United States, 
& indeed in the opinion of every feeling man who reads it, 
I handed to Captain Baillie (No. 5) Extract of my Letter to 
Your Honors on the Subject. 

No. 72 is a Copy of Captn. Spaldings letter; and though 
I have sent you the original, yet as they may have been lost, 
I consider it advisable to send these in case any application 
may be made to you for them. 

i am happy to report that a few days ago I had letters from 
Okanagan from Messrs. McDonald & Manson, informing me 
they were so far safely on their way to their several destinations. 
As to us we are going on with our harvest, which here as well 
as in the.Cowelitz & Wallamette, I am happy to be able to 
state, is much greater than usual. 

The Belgian Brig, Indefatigable Capt. Muller arrived here 
on the 4th Instant with the Revd. Father Desmedt, four other 
Jesuites, one lay Brother and six Nuns, with about 80 tons of 
Supplies for them but no other Goods. 
dispatch of July 4, 1844 (see H.B.8., VI, 199). Oregon Hist. Quar., XIII, 338, 


contains a photostat of the French copy of the Address, accompanied by a 
translation. Cf. ibid., XX XVIII, J. N. Barry, “ The Champoeg Meeting of 


March 4, 1844’, pp. 425-32. . 

1 B. 223/b/31, fos. 26-30, November 15, 1843. For another copy see AB S., 
VI, 113-19. 

2No. 7 is a copy of the Oregon Laws passed in June, 1844. McLoughlin is 
presumably referring to Spaulding’s journal, see H.B.S., Vijpr4 jetta: 


mUGUST 12, 1844 5 


As I had the honor already to inform You the Jesuites 
have two Missions in the Interior towards the Flatheads. 
They came from St. Louis and brought their supplies from 
there,—some of the present party are going there, and some 
to remain in the Wallamette or the vicinity. The Nuns [| 
believe will remain in the Wallamette and open a School for 
females. Captain Muller proceeds from this to Woahoo 
and thence to Manilla. 

No. 8 is a Copy of my letter to Captain Baillie in reply to 
verbal queries which he put. 

I send this by Captain Baillie and request him to forward 
it with his report in case application is made to Your Honors 
You may be prepared. 

I have the Honor to be 
Your obedt. hum. Servant 
(Sd.) Joun McLoucuuiin 
C.F. H.B.Compy. 


P.S. I have no intelligence from St. Francisco from my former 
communications if they have come to hand, Your Honors are 
~ informed I had it not in my power to send a Vessel to Calefornia 
since the Vancouver was there Spring 1843, & from that date 
to this I have had no intelligence from Mr. Rae. 

I am aware of the inconvenience of sending such despatches 
as this by any conveyance but the Vessels of the Company, 
but the circumstance of the case, the importance of your 
being informed of every particular in case H.M.Government 
should address you on the subject, & the precaution | 
have taken to request Captain Baillie to forward them with 
government despatches will I hope plead as an apology for 
my present proceedings. 


1 B. 223/b/31, fos. 68—-69d., No. 8. This consists of copies of two letters from 
Douglas to Baillie dated Fort Vancouver, July 10 and August 17, 1844. Ibid., 
fos. 70-5, No. 9. This is made up of the following letters: McLoughlin to 
Baillie, Fort Vancouver, August 2, 3 and 12, 1844. The first of these letters 
encloses documents Nos. 1-6 mentioned above, as well as a copy of Spaulding’s 
report; the second letter is on the subject of provisions which the Company could 
supply to H.M.S. Modeste: and the third letter contains a promise to send a copy 
of the Oregon Laws. 
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We have not had as much fever as usual, but I am sorry to 
say the Dyssentry has been very prevalent and carried off one 
of our men, but many of the Indians have died of it. 

(sd.) Joun McLovucuuiin 
C.F. H.B.Company 


Vancouver 10 Nov. 18441 


To The Governor Depty. Governor 
and Committee Honble. Hudson Bay Co. London 


Hons te. Sirs 

I am happy to inform you that the Express from York 
Factory safely reached this on the 31 Oct. without having had 
the least accident on the Way. 

2. I have not time nor is it necessary for me to Enter fully 
at present on Sir George Simpsons Letter But though the 
Murder of my late Son must be a tiresome affair to you still 
the natural feelings of a parent and the Duty of a Superior to 
Vindicate the conduct of a Subordinate who was murdered in 
performing his Duty Will I trust be considered as an apology 
for reverting to the subject. 

3. Sir George Simpson writes ? “ In point of fact Herouxs 
best Evidence would be the testimony of two Kanakas not 
those forwarded by you who Each swore positively that your 
late Son had Directed them to shoot Heroux by name on the 
fatal night We therefore came to the conclusion that it would 
be as Iniquitous as it would be Expensive to send Down 
Witnesses Especially the English and the Canacas to pine 
away in Canada ”’ 

4. Ll intended to keep these men as I wrote you till I heard 
from you But the Russians refusing to try them and Mr. 
Manson bringing them here I had no alternative But to send 
them Out and I sent all whom he brought here, | am no_ 

LA.1r/51. ‘This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 


2D. 4/31, fo. 84, Simpson to McLoughlin, Red River Settlement, June 14, 
1844. 
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Lawyer But from my knowledge of the character of the 
Canadians and Iroquois at the time at Stikene from the 
Deposition of P.Kanaquasse who told Chief factor Douglass 
that Antoine Kawanasse told him some hours before the 
atrocious Deed was perpetrated that my Son was to be 
murdered that night and from Antoine Kawanasse telling 
Mr. Manson that he Did say so and that he had heard Heroux 
state some hours before that he would shoot my Son like a Dog 
It is certain that Heroux had predetermined to shoot my Son 
and Lasserte saw him shoot my son. Since the facts are so 
of what use would it be to Heroux that those two Canacas 
could prove my Son had called on the Canacas to fire on 
Heroux by name, allowing my Son Did so, It can be well 
accounted for, It is Evident from his giving Liquor as he 
never Did so before but on the usual holidays and his giving 
none to the Owhyhees and telling them that he would want 
them By and Bye that he suspected a Plot, It is certain from 
Kanaquasse and Kawanasse Evidence there was a plot he 
found it out and as he could communicate with the Canacas 
only in a few Broken words of Indian as the Kanacag at 
Stikine speak no Language but their own which my Son could 
not speak and having no time to Lose, he called out to the 
Kanacas to shoot Heroux and I leave it to others to say who 
in his situation would not have Exclaimed in the same manner. 

5. If Sir George Simpson had Exerted himself as Anxiously 
to ascertain the truth when he took the Depositions as he 
seems Desirous now to spare my means (as I wrote him if 
necessary I would pay the Expence,) the conduct and character 
of my son would have appeared to the World in a far different 
light to what it Did With the authority and Sanction of his 
name. 

6. Sir George Simpson alludes to the charge of my Son’s 
being Drunk as to the charge of Drunkenness which was 
painted in such high colours in the Depositions taken by Sir 
George Simpson when cross questioned and the Different 
Depositions compared, the charge of Drunkenness is proved 
to be false, since I addressed you I wrote to Mr. Work to 
question the Indian Girl who lived with my Son through his 


q 
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(Mr. Works) wife the Best way to get the truth from her and 
the following is his Reply 


Fort Simpson 28 April 1844 
John McLoughlin Esqr. 


Dear SIR 
I have Received your letter Dated 20 March last and 
have to state in Reply that the Girl who lived with the late 
Mr. John McLoughlin has been Repeatedly Enquired of 
on the Subject and as I have formerly informed you still 
persists in Denying that the late Mr. McLoughlin Drank as 
Represented by the men when Sir George Simpson was at 
Stikine she says she wished to speak to him on the subject 
But had no Body to speak for her But Hanega Joe! whom she 
knew was such a notorious Liar that he would not tell the 
truth and she was Deterred on that account from saying any 
thing and that when Mr. Douglass was at Stikine Joe Did not 
as she Expressed herself speak straight. 
lam 
Dear Sir 
Yours truly 
Sd. Joon Work 


and I am now forty one years in the trade and I must in Justice 
say I never saw such an amount of property so Well accounted 
for, the accounts were in the highest order, the papers in his 
Desk well arranged his journal posted up to the Day before 
his Murder and these certainly are not marks of a Drunkard 
and these facts which Sir George Simpson could so Easily 
have ascertained by Looking into the Desk yet he did not do so 
and forming his opinion from what the men said wrote me 


1 An Indian who lived in the neighbourhood of Stikine. G. Simpson, 
Narrative of a Fourney Round the World, during the years 1841 and 1842 
(London, 1847), I, 213, ‘‘ One Indian, of the name of Hanego Joe, who had 
been taken to the United States in childhood, spoke a little English. He was said 
to be very useful as a pilot on the coast; but, though we did not require his 
services in that capacity, yet we employed him as interpreter ”’. 
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in his letter Dated 27 April 18421 ‘the accounts I fear are in 
a very Irregular state”. If the conduct and character of the 
officers in the Service are to be taken from the Report of the 
men how can Business be well managed. 

7. As to sending down the prisoners as retiring Servants ° 
It is a matter on which I will not pass an opinion But as to 
leaving it optional with any of them to Remain or leave the 
Service, It is a wanton outrage on my feelings and the Effect 
such a fact will have on the conduct of the labouring Servants 
of the Company Is Exemplified by the conduct of the 
Stikine men this year, Moussette * and Dubois‘ as stated in the 
Depositions now forwarded and if we have not had more 
trouble with the Servant it is owing to my following up the 
murder of my Son as I have done as I could Easily prove if 
necessary. But Smiths case is peculiar Sir George Simpson 
Writes, “‘ Smith will have the option of going home by York 
Factory or of Remaining under a new Engagement’ this 
man was left as assistant by Sir George Simpson to my Late 
Son and it is seen by my Late Sons Letter to Mr. Work 
Dated 2nd December 18415 “I am Daily on the look out 
for the Steamer to see what sort of a trader I am going to get 
if he is no better than the two assistants I have now the 
Company must find another Gentleman to take charge of 
this post as I am Determined to Leave I have had scarcely 
any Rest Night and Day I am up It is too much for me and 
my constitution cannot stand it at this post two Gentlemen 
are Requisite In case one should get unwell I have not 
Renewed my contract till I see what assistant I shall pet ~ 


pce 17:8.8., V1, 345. 

* D. 4/31, fo. 84d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Red River Settlement, June r4, 
1844, “...we have sent down the prisoners as retiring servants and permitted 
such of the Canadian witnesses, as have completed their engagements, to go down 
in the same capacity. ... The two Kanaccas will be sent across the Mountains; 
and Smith will have the option of going home by York Factory or of remaining 
under a new engagement on this side”. Cf. H.B.8., VI, xlvi-vii. 

3 See pp. 49-51, 134 and H.B.S., VI, 66. 

4 See p. 46. 

|44,B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, McLoughlin, jnr., to Work, 
Fort Stikine, December 2, 1841. 
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and though it is admitted my late son always treated this man 
(Smith) with the utmost kindness yet Instead of supporting 
his Master as he ought he was the Leader in getting the paper 
signed which they call a petition to get my son Removed but 
which was as P.Kanaquasse said an agreement to murder 
him, a person acquainted with these men can easily reconcile 
both Depositions the fact seems to be that these men it appears 
had frequently spoken among themselves of murdering my 
Son previously to signing the paper alluded to and when they 
signed the Document some of them said “ Well if he 1s not 
Removed we will kill him’ which made P.Kanaquasse say 
to Mr. Douglas the agreement was to murder my Son But 
afterwards in his Deposition to me he added if not Removed 
and though in the Deposition Smith made before Sir George 
Simpson he Declared he saw Heroux Load a Gun to shoot 
my Son a long time before he perpetrated the Deed—We 
know he did’ not inform him, and instead of reprimanding 
this man for his criminal conduct Sir George Simpson 
rewarded him By allowing him a Gratuity of five pounds in 
addition to his Wages for the year Ending 31 May 1842 and 
the last of Smiths Engagement and ordered Mr. Dodd to 
Re-Engage him for three years at £25 p. annum being an 
advance of wages of five pounds p.annum on his last agreement 
and in Sir George Simpsons Letter of Instructions to Mr. 
Dodd! whom he left in charge of Stikine he writes Smith 
“is trusty and confidential ’’ how he could write so I Beg to 
submit—I think Sir George Simpson ought to Explain. 

8. As to the Expence Incurred by my keeping these men 
as prisoners and sending Mr. Manson and party to Stikene 
the account will be made out and forwarded as Directed But 
I Beg to Repeat that when I instructed Mr. Manson to 
Deliver these men to the Russians It was because the murder 
having been perpetrated on Russian territory I considered 
the Russian authorities alone had power to act in this affair 
and Directed the whole to be sent so as they might Examine 
them and Discharge those they considered Innocent as 

1D. 4/27, fo. 43-43d., Simpson to Dodd, April 27, 1842. See H.B.8., VI, 


Feria ve 
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happens when a man is murdered all those present have to 
be Examined and the Innocent are Discharged and this is 
what I meant by the Expression in my Letter to Mr. Manson 
Dated 15 July 18421 “ It is absolutely necessary these men 
be given over to the Russians to be Dealt with according to 
Law”. 

g. Sir George Simpson also writes “I cannot help 
Expressing my Regret that you have seen fit to make public 
the suggestion of my private note with Regard to the impolicy 
of prosecuting Heroux in any other way than by handing him 
over to the Russians at Sitka where Detention of the fellow 
would be far more terrible as an Example than any thing 
that is now Likely to be inflicted under the Sanction of British 
Law”. I published the note because it was a proof that Sir 
George Simpson had predetermined to use his influence to 
prevent Heroux being brought to trial even now though there 
is Every appearance I may say certainty, that Heroux had 
predetermined to murder my Son on that night and that my 
Son called on the Kanacas to shoot Heroux because he wanted 
to murder him—Sir George Simpson Seizes on this to 
vindicate Herouxs atrocious conduct—and is it to be supposed 
when I see the Depositions taken by Sir George Simpson 
unjustly asperse the character and conduct of my Son whom 
I had Reason to know was murdered by those under his 
authority because he followed his Instructions and kept them 
to their Duty that as a parent and his superior officer | would 
acquiesce in such a Determination “‘ As to handing Heroux 
over to the Russians at Sitka where the Detention of the 
fellow would be far more terrible than any thing that is 
now likely to be inflicted under the sanction British Law”. 
Sir George Simpson mistakes me It is not Revenge I seek, 
But the vindication of the character and conduct of a son who 
was murdered because he followed his Instructions and Did 
his Duty who instead of being done Justice to as was his 
Due, had his character and conduct unjustly aspersed by the 
improper manner in which Sir George Simpson took the 
Depositions. 

ibs eArch,. John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. 
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10. In the superficial manner in which Sir George Simpson 
Examined into the murder of my late Son—you have an 
Example of the manner in which he Examined into the 
affairs of this place the N.West coast Calefornia and Oahu 
on his last visit, he Examined into the affairs here in about a 
Month It would Require a Man to be a year here to acquire 
a thorough knowledge of the Business of the place and this 
with the assistance of a person competent to give it and it 
seemed to me then and still appears to me now that he acted 
as if he had a predetermined plan which must be carried into 
Execution and not as if he came to Examine into affairs and 
then Decide on what should be Done; as to the posts on the 
Coast I do not Believe he was Longer than twelve hours at 
any one of them Except when he happened to arrive so late 
as to Render it necessary for him to sleep there; at Calefornia 
we went to three ports dined with some of the Inhabitants 
had them to Dine with us and hurried along to Oahu where 
we Remained about a month because it took the Vessel that 
time to unload and ship our supplies—during which time Sir 
George Simpson had to be constantly Employed writing his 
Dispatches and though the Oahu store was short of many 
saleable articles still Sir George Simpson would not allow 
them to be Indented for because there was a large Inventory 
of articles on hand and though saleable still not of constant 
Demand and though Messrs. Pelly and Allen pointed out 
their wants and I did the same it was of no use as he had your 
Authority and of course Decided. At Stikine where he 
arrived after the murder of my Son he was but two Days, he 
F:xamined only Six men in a case of murder when there were 
twenty one in the Fort all whom ought to have been Examined, 
one of them La Certe Declared to Mr. Manson that he had seen 
Heroux fire the fatal shot and when asked why he did not say 
so to Sir George Simpson, he did not Enquire of me was his 
Reply, yet when we Examine how much he wrote during that 
time It is astonishing that he accomplished so much as he 
Did. It is but doing him Justice to say I never saw a more 
Industrious Man—But he has so much to attend his mind 
is so constantly occupied that he has not sufficient Leisure to 
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Examine into Every thing in the manner It Requires and I 
can only say in making these Remarks and troubling you with 
them I am influenced merely by Duty. 
I am 
Honorable Sirs 
your most obedient Servant 
Joun McLovucuuin 


C.F. 


Fort Vancouver, Columbia River 
20th November 1844} 


To The Governor, Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
Honble. Hudson’s Bay Coy. 


Hons te. Sirs 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Your 
Despatch by the Brothers Captn. Flere, dated 27th September 
1843, which reached this on the 26th May, and though later 
than was expected yet in time for the trade, and I am happy to 
be able to report delivered the Cargo correctly according to Bill 
of Lading, and in good order, except one pipe of Port Wine, 
which leaked out in consequence of a defect in the cask, as.it 
was well stowed. 

2. Weare happy to find the Shoes from Flint are of a better 
quality than those from Surridge. 

3. In your 14th Paragraph you write, ‘In your Letter to 
Sir George Simpson dated 20th March last, we observe that 
you complain of the insufficiency of the men sent from Canada 
to the West side of the Rocky Mountains. Sir George 
Simpson’s reply, that they were the best that could be procured, 


* B. 223/b/31, fos. 198-234. Only the signature to this letter is in 
McLoughlin’s writing. 

2 See H.B.8., VI, 305-17. 

* McLoughlin’s complaints about the shoes made by Richard Surridge of 
Newgate Street, London, will be found in 7.B.S., V1, 69. On November as 
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is conclusive. ‘The reason however that he assigns for the 
inferiority of the men engaged of late to those who used 
formerly to enter the Service, namely the bad treatment from 
the Company’s Officers, deserves your most serious attention. 
We have learned from other sources that there is an 
insurmountable reluctance on the part of the respectable 
laborers to accept employment on the West side of the 
Mountains, occasioned by the reports circulated by those who 
are returned from that quarter ’’. 

4. These charges have given me great pain, especially as they 
are made in such general terms that it is impossible to meet 
them. Last season Sir George Simpson sent me a letter from 
James Keith Esquire stating the complaint made by one Jean 
Heroux, and which I explained in the 17th Paragraph of mine 
to Your Honors of 18th November 1843,! by which you will 
see that the man behaved very badly, and was grossly the 
aggressor, and that Mr. Forrest only did his duty in chastising 
a bully who was brutally beating a weaker man for calling him 
to account for neglect of duty. In the same way when a specific 
case will be brought forward, you may depend we will be able 
to meet it. Asa proof that our conduct is not such as has been 
represented, though the people of the Wallamette are able to 
protect our deserters, yet since I am here (and it is now twenty 
years) only one man deserted from us at this place, and we have | 


1842, Lewis Flint of 46, King Street, Snow Hill, London, was asked to submit 
prices for boots required for Hudson Bay and for: 


‘80 prs. Mens Sea Boots 


800 ,, », Stout Bound Shoes 
goo ,, , Comp, thick soled |, 
Bho a » Stout Wellington _,, 
BO. »5  Galoshes 5 
60. Fe » Half Dress fine , 
200 ,, Women’s Seal Welt he 


150 ,, Boy’s strong @ 6 to 13 years old 
40 ,, childs: strong7@ 445.10. as 
Required by 18th August 43.” The tender submitted 
by his sons, Messrs. A. & E. Flint, was accepted. (A. 5/14, pp. 63, 69.) The 
footwear required by “18th August ’43” was obviously intended for the 
Columbia, and was shipped in September, 1843, (see H.B.8., V1, 306). 
BOCe LL dt Ong. Vilpi ly oe 
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had from eighty to a hundred and fifty men during the year, 
and this occurrence only took place this Summer. The man is 
subject to fits of mental derangement, and in one of these fits 
he escaped from the persons in whose charge he was, and made 
his way to the Wallamette to the Canadian Settlement, of which 
I was immediately informed, and on going there a few days 
after, the man came to me, and being a little recovered, excused 
himself and wished to come back; but on account of his 
situation I told him to remain there for some time, and that 
when he was in a fit state I would send for him. He is now 
in a lucid state and working for the Company. Another proof 
that these reports are perfectly unfounded is that all the men 
sent Fall 1843 from York Factory to the Columbia were old 
hands who expressly engaged to come back to the Columbia. 
But there is, I am sorry to say, a want of candour in those 
acquainted with the people in the Country which I did not 
expect, when they inform Your Honors, that “‘ the report of the 
bad treatment received from the Company’s Officers is the cause 
for the inferiority of the men engaged of late to those who used 
formerly to enter the Service ”’ as it is well known to every man 
acquainted with the business that since the coalition the 
physical and moral qualities of our recruits have been declining 
from year to year, in consequence of the nominal reduction of 
their wages in comparison to their former rate,! and though their 
wages appear lower, still from the high price they formerly paid 
for their supplies, they now get more goods for their present 
low wages than they did formerly for their nominal high, and as 
all men flatter themselves with the idea they can be economical, 
and as these men consider more what they get for their wages 
than what they pay for their supplies, the former rate of 
nominal high wages pleased them better than the present; and 
another cause is the out-of-the-way place for engaging men by 
the House being at La Chine. Is it to be expected that a man 
who has the opportunity of engaging at Montreal will take the 
trouble to go to La Chine? most certainly he will not, and the 


* See H.B.S., Vol. II], R. Harvey Fleming (ed.), Minutes of Council Northern 
Department of Rupert Land, 1821-31 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1940, 
and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1940), pp. xix, xxi, 306, 348. 
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Hudson’s Bay Company’s Office for engaging men in Canada 
ought to be in Montreal, as the North West Company’s was. 
If I was an agent of the Hudsons Bay Coy. merely transacting 
their business in Canada, I would prefer to remain at La Chine,? 
and I mentioned in 1829 to Sir George Simpson that the Office 
being removed to La Chine would be injurious to the business; 
he replied it was necessary to do so, so as the Hudson’s Bay 
Company might not be blended in the opinion of the people 
with the failure of the Agents of the late North West Company, 
but the reasoning does not appear to me satisfactory, nor the 
measure to have been necessary. But to return to the subject, 
the Canadians are as fond of voyaging in the Indian Country as 
ever, as is evident from the number of them we see among 
the Americans, all of whom who came here from the Missouri 
are smart men, such as the late North West Company used to 
get. Is it not most improper to take a man such as Urbain 
Heroux out of prison, who had been put there by his own 
Father for an assault on him, and send him to this Country; 
that Francois Pressé who had been dismissed for attempting | 
to shoot a man at Moose Factory, should immediately be 
re-engaged and sent to this Department; that Pierre 
Kanaquassé an Iroquois accused of robbery and murder, of 
which it is to be presumed the Iroquois Interpreter employed 
at La Chine must have been aware; that a man with an 
impotent arm, another with only his thumb and one finger on his 
hand; and in 1829 a man even actually deranged in his mind, 
should’ be engaged for such a Service as ours and sent to this 


1D. 4/12, fos. 17d.-18, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, Lachine, 
October 16, 1826, “‘ On the evening of the roth Inst. we arrived here and I was 
happy to find one of the Honble. Compys. Servants in charge of the House I was 
in treaty about when I had the honor of addressing you in April and for which I 
had closed with the proprietor the morning of my departure from Montreal. It 
is a commodious house well situated g miles from Town in the village of Lachine 
and taken for five Years at a Rent of £40 p. Annum... in the course of a few 
days every thing will be removed from Montreal and the business conducted 
entirely at this place... As there is no regular travelling conveyance between 
Lachine & Montreal and the distance too great to walk, our intercourse with — 
Montreal moreover requiring almost a daily visit throughout the year, we shall 
be under the necessity of purchasing a couple of Horses...” 
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Department, and it is a fact by which those acquainted with the 
Service can judge of the poor qualifications of the Canadians 
sent to this Department since 1824, that I have not found one 
man among them qualified to fill the situation of guide, and if I 
refrained from taking public notice of it, it was because [ did 
not wish to give trouble, and got through the business the best 
way I could, though I certainly communicated thé poor 
qualities of the men on every occasion, and every Officer in the 
Country must admit that the men are not by any means what 
they were formerly. May I request that you will have the 
goodness whenever any such general reports are made against 
us, to direct the persons so making them to state the case or 
cases, sO as we may have an opportunity of meeting them, 
as we have difficulties enough, situated as we are, to carry on the 
business with such men as we get, without increasing them by 
Officers countenancing these reports, by listening to the 
slanders which ill disposed men may circulate against us, and 
which those Officers in justice to the Company and to us ought 
immediately to communicate to us. 

5. As to the Steamer and North West Coast trade, I can add 
nothing to the statement? I sent on the subject, and | beg to 
assure you that nothing but a sense of my obligation could 
induce me to trouble you on the subject, as, leaving other 
considerations out of the question, as a party interested, it is but 
natural I would wish to see the most judicious measures 
followed, as it is only by so doing that we can expect the most 
advantageous results from the business. ‘The observations in 
your 17th, 18th & part of your 19th Paragraphs? are correct, 
but allow me to observe in justice to a Son who was murdered 
in following up his instructions, when you state, ‘‘ It would be 
infinitely better to follow up the old system (rude as it was) of 
visiting the Coast once or twice a year for the purpose of trade, 
than such scenes as those that occurred at Stikene should be 
witnessed by the natives”? If you mean drinking, you seem 
not to be aware that the representation of the scene of 
drunkeness at the time the murder was committed is grossly 
exaggerated, and that the liquor given by the deceased was 

1 See H.B.S., V1, 335-40. 2 Thid., p. 309. 


B 


18 NOVEMBER 20, 1844 


merely a small quantity to the men at a dance, as is generally 
the case in the Outposts in the Indian Country when the people 
begin to build or finish a house as was the case then, and that 
nine tenths of the liquor expended that night was stolen by 
McPherson and given to the men, and that the Vessels when 
on the Coast used to sell as much liquor to the Indians as they 
could purchase. If you mean a licentious intercourse with 
Indian women, my deceased son only allowed the number of 
men he was instructed to take Indian wives, and in justice to 
him I must say he is the only Officer of the three Posts who 
followed his instructions on this subject, and would not allow 
the men to bring women from the Indian camp for the night 
into the Fort, and on account of danger allowed the men as 
little Intercourse as possible with the Indians, and this was 
what the men considered the greatest grievance, because they 
had more indulgence at the other places. 

6. In your 20th Paragraph you seem to lay great stress on 
the advantage of the certainty or celerity of a Steamer’s motion. 
This is a mistake—if the Indians hear of an opposition on the 
Coast, the Steamer may come to them first, but the Indians will 
wait and not trade till the opposition comes up, and then give 
their Furs to those who pay them best, so that we have to pay | 
the additional expense of a Steamer over a sailing vessel, and 
must pay dearer for the Furs than the opposition does, if we 
want to get them, as Indians (like all others) will prefer 
purchasing from those who sell their goods cheapest, and it 
was only by this plan that we succeeded in driving the 
opposition from the Coast, as may be seen by the accounts that 
I sent home, as our opponents being mere adventurers having 
no capital, could not afford to carry on a losing trade. As to 
towing vessels in and out of the Columbia, the Steamer never 
can do that; besides it is not safe for her to come here, neither 
can she be spared from the Coast at any season for that purpose. 

7. As to the offensive powers of the Steamer, it is certain 
they are great, but with good management they are not 
required. The first year, to establish Fort Langley, it required 
sixty men and the protection of a vessel—in a few years the 
Indians were allowed to go about the Fort—and they now pay 
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as much respect to our officers and obey them as implicitly as 
any of our Servants. In the same way the Fort Simpson 
Indians are becoming more manageable, and if they do not 
come round so fast as the Fort Langley and Fort McLoughlin 
Indians did, it is because there are more separate tribes who 
meet at the Fort, who on account of the feuds among 
themselves are not so quiet as they otherwise would be. In 
short, it is proved by experience, that the only way to gain the 
confidence of Indians and influence over them, 1s by having 
Establishments on their lands, and by carrying on the trade of 
the N.W. Coast by a Steamer, we select the mode which will 
give us less influence and yield us less profit, and the last is a 
serious consideration to men whose remuneration for their 
labor is only the profits on the trade, and if I have dwelt so 
much on this subject, it was from a desire to prevent a useless 
loss of money, as if it is considered necessary from political 
motives to keep up a Steamer on the Coast, it is certain it is more 
advantageous for the Company to keep her up to go about from 
place to place and do nothing else, and carry on the trade with 
Posts on the Coast, than to throw up, as has been done, the 
Posts and carry on the trade with the Steamer, and time will 
‘ shew it. 

8. You are aware long before this that the Russians refused 
to try Urbain Heroux the murderer of the late Mr. John 
McLoughlin, and gave him, Pierre Kanaquassé, and Pressé to 
Mr. Manson, and that I sent Urbain Heroux, Pierre 
Kanaquassé with William Lasserte (who says he saw Heroux 
fire the fatal shot), Antoine Kawenassé (who says he heard 
Heroux endeavour to persuade an Indian to shoot my late son), 
Charles Belanger (a Witness), Captain Cole (Sandwich 
Islander who saw Heroux stand with his foot on my son’s 
neck writhing in the agonies of death), Kakepé (another 
Sandwich Islander who saw Heroux fire the fatal shot and 
heard my son fall), Simon Aneuharazie, Benoni Fleurie, George 
Heron, Louis Leclaire, Thomas McPherson as Witnesses and 
all implicated in the misdeeds of the men at Stikene, Olivier 
Martineau (who was alongside of Pierre Kanaquassé when he 

See H.B.S., V1, passim. 
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fired three shots at persons whom he mistook for my son), and 
Philip Smith (who saw Heroux some time before load his gun 
to shoot my deceased son and never informed him), and also 
William Spencer to act as Interpreter to the Sandwich Islanders, 
to York Factory. I did not send Pressé as he was too unwell 
from an injury which he received by a piece of wood falling on 
him on his way here,—and sent a Copy of all the Depositions 
to my Agent the Honble. George Moffat," and if the Hudson's 
Bay Company or Government do not enquire into this murder, 
I have directed him to lay the Depositions before Counsel, and 
follow such measures as the Law directs. 

g. Whether Governor Etholene received fresh instructions 
by the Cowe/irz, different from those which directed him not to 
try Urbain Heroux, Pierre Kanaquassé and Pressé, but to 
give them up, I cannot say, as he did not write me by her and 
was not at Sitka when the Columbia was there. But that a 
Christian people should refuse to enquire into a murder 
committed on their territory, when the perpetrators of it were 
in their power, can only be accounted for, it appears to me, by 
the facts of the case not having been correctly represented to 
them in the Depositions taken by Sir George Simpson, and the 
report he made on the case in his letter to me dated 27th April 
1842,2 on all of which I decline to make a comment, as they 
speak for themselves. 

10. My object in directing all the people of Stikene to be 
sent to Sitka was that Pierre Kanaquassé deposed to Mr. 
| Douglas and me, that a// the men had entered into a written 
agreement to murder the deceased, and as the murder of my 
son was perpetrated on Russian Territory, I considered it most 
proper that the Russians themselves should examine all the 
people, and se/ect those they thought ought to be put on trial, and 
of course those against whom there was no charge or were not 
required as evidence, to be dismissed; all which I thought 


1 George Moffatt, see H.B.S., Vol. I], E. E. Rich and R. Harvey Fleming 
(eds.), Colin Robertson’s Correspondence Book, September 1817 to September 1822 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1939, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record 


Society, 1939), pp. 235-6. 
+See HBS, V1, 343=6. 
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clearly expressed by stating in my letter to Mr. Manson dated 
Nisqually 15th July 1842, copy of which I forwarded You Fall 
1842 by the Cowe/irz,! but in case of its not being at hand, I now 
forward another, in which you see what I wrote him on the 
subject, and that I state “ It is absolutely necessary these men 
be given over to the Russians to be dealt with according to 
Law”. For this purpose Mr. Manson was instructed to 
proceed to Sitka and deliver a letter I had written to Governor 
Etholene to request him to send a proper Officer to Stikene to 
enquire into this affair. But as I thought that this having 
happened on their Territory, they might have considered it 
their duty on the first intelligence of the affair (as I had always 
understood that they kept a strict police) immediately to send 
to take cognisance of it, and at the time I wrote, I thought 
perhaps a great part of these men might be under trial at Sitka. 
I therefore directed Mr. Manson to stop at Fort Simpson, and 
consult with Mr. Work, and the consequence was, instead of 
going to Sitka for the Police Officer, Mr. Manson went to 
Stikene. 

11. As to the derangement or expense it might cause, I 
considered that of little consequence in comparison to the 
important duty of punishing a murderer, and the necessity of 
showing the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Servants that they could 
not murder their officers with impunity,—and I considered 
that if the Russian Government on whose Territory the crime 
was perpetrated, or the Hudson’s Bay Company in whose 
Service my son was murdered, did not feel themselves bound to 
pay the expense of prosecuting his murderer, I assumed it by 
writing to Your Honors in the 4th Paragraph of mine of 24th 
June 1842? “In the meantime I have a duty, and with the 
blessing of God will perform it to the utmost of my abilities 
and means ”’, and in mine of 1 5th July to Mr. Manson, in case 
the expense of the trial might be considered as an obstacle, I 
explicitly instructed him to assure them I would become 
answerable for it. 


' Tbid., pp. 67, 83. The copy enclosed with McLoughlin’s letter of November 
20, 1844, is in B. 223/b/31, fo. 87-87d., and is incorrectly dated July 15, 1844. 
free 1.38. V1, 53. 


22 NOVEMBER 20, 1844 


12. In the 28th Paragraph of your Despatch of 27th 
September 1843 you write “ the arrangement made by that 
Gentleman (Sir George Simpson) seemed to him the best that 
under all circumstances of the case could be adopted, and 
although they have been so often alluded to as the cause of the 
fatal event, they were not objected to at the time either by you 
or your deceased son” permit me to observe it is of little 
consequence if my son objected to the measure or not, as even 
allowing he had not objected from over confidence in himself, 
to which young men are so subject, yet Sir George Simpson 
ought to have taken the precaution, when he made the change, 
to see that he had not endangered the security of the place, and 
the state of Mr. McDonald’s health,1 as I stated in the 6th © 
Paragraph of mine of 18th November 1843 in reply to the 7th 
Paragraph of Sir George Simpson’s letter to Your Honors 
dated sth January 1843 in which he writes you ” Mr. Work 
was unwell as also Mr. Angus McDonald, the last in a 
decline”. Mr. McDonald was not in a decline, but had a 
slight pain in his side. As a proof of this, on arriving here he 
was re-engaged and sent to Nisqually, and has been ever since 
he came here in good health and he ought therefore to have 
remained at Fort Simpson till the Steamer went back as she was 
expected to do at the time, and the change could then, if 
necessary, be made. But in truth the change was made to 
accomodate Mr. McDonald, and it is well to accomodate, 
but not when the lives of people and the safety of the 
Establishment is endangered, and so little was Sir George 
Simpson acquainted with the danger of the place, that he 
intended to send Robert Logan as assistant, a raw lad and 
perfectly inexperienced at the time. But I beg to observe that 
my son did object as much as a young man in his situation 
could decently do, but Sir George Simpson over-ruled his 
objections. Besides others which I could mention, you may see it 
stated in his letter of 2nd October 1841 to Mr. John Work 
which I sent you,® in which he writes (and which he wrote in 


1 Angus McDonald (a). See H.B.8., VI, 393-4. 


2 Tbid., pp. 150, 349. 
3 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. 
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great hurry, the short time Sir George was there, about 24 hours, 
he was constantly employed, and which will account for some 
inaccuracies) “I am sorry to say that Mr. Finlayson is taken 
away from this Post to your place, and the man that is left in 
his place will never answer the purpose. He is a fellow that 
has no education, so you may judge the state my mind is—but 
I shall endeavour to do to the best of my abilities to give the 
_ best satisfaction until some young Gentleman is sent. It was 

the will of the Governor, and I had nothing to say,—I hope 
my dear Sir you will get one sent by return of the Steamer ”’, 
and let me add that I am told if it had not been on my account 
he would have insisted on throwing up the charge and coming 
away; and as to my making no objections, I could not do so, I 
was not there and could know it only when Sir George Simpson 
came here, and when Sir George Simpson mentioned that he 
had made the change, I told him at once that he had done 
wrong, that he ought not to have made the change. But he 
maintained it was right, that all would turn out well, that my 
son was one of the smartest young men in the Country, that he 
had found everything in better order about the Establishment 
under his charge than at any place on the Coast; and two 
months after Sir George Simpson left Stikene my son writes to 
Mr. Work in his letter of 2nd December,! “I have great 
pleasure to let you know that I have engaged the men for two 
years, except one who still persists to go to Vancouver, but | 
cannot allow him to go as he is deeply in debt. I am daily on 
the look out for our Steamer to see what sort of Indian Trader 
Jam going to get, if he is no better than two assistants I have 
now, the Company must find another Gentleman to take charge 
of this Post as I am determined to leave. I have had scarcely 
any rest, night and day I am up, it is too much for one and my 
constitution cannot stand it,—in such a troublesome place as 
this Post is, two Gentlemen are requisite in case one should get 
unwell. I have not as yet renewed my Contract till I see what 
assistant I shall get’, and again in his of 14th February 1842,? 
~ Some time ago I wrote you by a Ky-garney Canoe, informing 
you it was my intention to leave, if I do not get a better 

1 Tbid. 2 Ibid. 
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assistant than the one now here”’. I merely give these two 
Extracts to show you the harassing situation in which my late 
son was placed. But allowing taking away Mr. Finlayson was 
only an error to which we all are subject, still what can we 
think of Sir George Simpson when we know that he was fully 
aware of the danger to which my late son was exposed, and the 
apprehension which Mr. Rowand entertained for his life on 
account of the bad conduct of the men, which I repeatedly 
mentioned to Sir George Simpson, though I did not think they 
would dare to murder him, but I believed they might give him 
a great deal of trouble. Yet when he knew such [plans were] 
entertained and finds unfortunately they are realized and that 
the man is murdered, instead of minutely examining the affair 
to ascertain the facts, contents himself with writing down what 
the men state, and gives to the world with the sanction of his 
name gross calumnies against the memory of a man who was 
murdered in consequence of his injudicious measures, and who 
even when the man (Philip Smith) whom he had left as an 
assistant, told him he had seen the murderer of my son Urbain 
Heroux, some time before the murder, load a gun to shoot 
my son his master, yet did not inform him, and instead of 
reprimanding this man (which is the least he could do) 
directs that he is to get a gratuity, and in his instructions to 
Mr. Dodd the officer he left in charge, he writes, “ the young 
man McPherson and Smith who are trusty and confidential, 
and who principally conducted the trade of the place during 
the past season ”’ 

13. Lam sorry to say I have had great difficulty in clearing 
up the aspersions cast on my son’s conduct and character by 
the Depositions taken by Sir George Simpson, from my being 
so distant from Stikene, and the neglect of officers to send me 
in time documents in their possession which were necessary for 
the purpose. At the time Mr. Work received the Depositions 
taken by Sir George Simpson and the letter he wrote me on the 
occasion, and which were left open for his perusal, he ought to 
have sent with these documents my late sons letter to him of 
2nd October, 2nd December 1841, and 14th February 1842, 
which threw great light on the affairs of the place, and showed 
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that my late son was greatly displeased with the mis-conduct 
of his two assistants Smith and McPherson, & we know now 
that my son had caught McPherson pilfering from the Store, 
and which is not mentioned in his Journal, perhaps in 
consequence of the manner I recommended McPherson on 
account of his Father, who is an old servant of the Company, 
and I believe a worthy honest man. And we also know that 
Smith who was left by Sir George Simpson as an assistant was 
leader in getting up a written document which P. Kanaquassé 
swore before Mr. Douglas was an agreement to murder my 
deceased son, though since he and the other men Say, it was 
merely to get him removed from the place, yet Mr. Work did 
not send me my son’s letter, till hearing he had such letters 
complaining of the conduct of Smith and McPherson I wrote 
to him for them; and though Mr. Roderick Finlayson was 
with Mr. Work when he received the Depositions and letter 
from Sir George Simpson dated 27th April 1842, and Mr. 
Finlayson had been with my late son from 2nd March to 2nd 
October 1841, and was perfectly acquainted with everything 
that had occurred at the place during that time, and Mr. Work 
ought to have taken Mr. Finlayson’s Deposition on any part 
of the Depositions of which he had a knowledge. Mr. Work 
did not do it until I wrote him to do so from this. Nay though 
Mr. Work saw a Declaration made by McPherson before Mr. 
Dodd and Mr. Blenkinsop contradicting what he had said in 
his Deposition before Sir George Simpson against Mr. 
Finlayson, and which Mr. Work ought to have sent with the 
Depositions, yet he did not do so and I had to write for it and 
he ought also at the same time to have sent me a statement of 
the Indian reports that had reached him, when they told him 
long before the murder “ Mr. John ” (the name by which my 
son was known by the Indians) ‘“‘ has bad white men ” and also 
that the deceased’s wife or Indian woman told him the report 
of my son being a drunkard was false. Why Mr. Work should 
neglect to take Mr. Finlayson’s Deposition and to send me my 
late son’s letter in which he complains of McPherson and 
Smith who was left by Sir George Simpson with him as an 
assistant, and that he did not send me McPherson’s declaration 
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contradicting what he deposed before Sir George Simpson 
against Mr. Finlayson, I cannot say, I merely state the facts. 

14. In the same way, though Mr. Dodd had made out the 
expenditure of the property at the place during the time my 
late son had charge of the place, immediately on Mr. Dodd 
taking charge of it, and found the deficiencies to amount only 
to £10. 1. 9, yet Mr. Dodd never sent me this document, nor 
did Mr. Manson when he succeeded to the charge send it. 
Indeed he tells me he did not know Mr. Dodd had made it out 
till the vessel was gone, and I only received it when Mr. 
Douglas returned from the Coast in June 1843, fourteen 
months after the murder of my son, and by this document it is 
found the deficiencies amount only to £10. 1. 9. I] am now 
forty years in the trade, and this is the smallest amount of 
property unaccounted for or deficient on such an Outfit that I 
ever knew, and proves I think that my son cannot have been 
the drunkard these men would wish to make us believe, and 
that he must have been most attentive to his duty, and if he 
had lived it is certain the apparent deficiency would have been 
still less, as McPherson who had charge of the place for five 
days after the murder, it is most probable pilfered from the 
Store during that time, as he did so while my son was living 
and while Mr. Dodd was in charge. 

15. I beg to observe Mr. Dodd told me he had made out 
the account of the expenditure because he saw in the 
Deposition that Smith had accused the deceased of wasting 
and embezzling the Company’s property, and he wished to 
ascertain merely for his own satisfaction how much was 
unaccounted for, and that being a novice he thought it was 
not required of him to send it to me. 

16. But it may be said, “when it was not sent you, why 
did you not ask for it?” To this I beg to reply Sir George 
Simpson wrote me in his letter from Stikene dated 27th April 
1842 ‘‘ The accounts I fear are in a very irregular state” 
which led me to suppose it was impossible to make out the 
expenditure from the documents at Stikene, as surely Sir 
George Simpson had examined and satisfied himself before he 
brought a charge of gross neglect of duty and mismanagement 
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against a man who was no more and could not defend himself, 
and the way he had lost his life entitled him to every 
commiseration. 

17. But Sir George Simpson writing me “I fear the 
accounts are ina very irregular state’’, is a proof he never 
examined the accounts, if he had, he could not have written as 
he did, as Mr. Dodd deposes before Mr. Douglas 

18. Question. How did you find the accounts of the place? 

Answer. All posted up to the day of his death except 

two memorandums which I found in his 
desk of articles which he had given out of 
the store. 
N.B. I sent these two memorandums to 
your Honors, they were neatly folded and 
tied together, and written on them in the 
deceased’s hand writing “‘ to be charged to 
the account of Jno. McLoughlin ”’. 

Question. Was the desk in order? 

Answer. Yes, in very good order, and his Journal 
posted up in his own handwriting to the 
19th April. 

19. But the fact is Sir George Simpson was only two days at 
Stikene, and when it is considered how much time he must 
have spent in writing out the depositions, writing to me, to Mr. 
Work, and instructions for Mr. Dodd, it is evident he had not 
time to examine into the affair as it ought to have been. Asa 
proof, he took the depositions only of six men, Philip Smith, 
Benoné Fleurie, Thomas McPherson, George Heron, Cole 
and Kakepé and left I§ men unexamined, and one of these 
(Lasserte) has since deposed he saw Heroux fire the fatal shot, 
and when asked why he had not stated this to Sir George 
Simpson he replied “I was not examined on oath or else | 
would have told him this”. But from Sir George Simpson 
writing me in his note dated 27th April 1842, “I have no 
doubt in my mind that Urbain fired the fatal shot, but I think 
it better not to bring it home to him” we at once see why he 
took the depositions in the manner he did, and it is the incorrect ° 
Statement of the case in the depositions taken by Sir George 
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Simpson which has induced the Russians to refuse to try the 
case. 

20. Allow me to make a brief statement of the case. By 
taking away Mr. Finlayson, for which there was no necessity, 
that arrangement was the indirect cause of my son being 
murdered, and from the way he took the deposition the 
murderer escaped trial, and the memory of my son is 
calumniated, though it is now certain he was murdered because 
he adhered to his instructions, and did his duty faithfully & 
zealously. 

21. 1 am extremely sorry | have detained you so much on 
this affair, but as I am bound to give you every information in- 
my power relating to the affairs and occurrences in the 
Company’s Establishments, and the duty which every man 
owes to further the ends of justice, and that of a parent to 
the memory of a murdered and calumniated son, will I hope 
be considered as an apology for troubling you with these 
details. 

22. I consider the remarks in your 24th Paragraph? 
addressed to the two Councils fair and correct, and feel 
extremely obliged to Your Honors for making them, but after 
the manner the Depositions were taken by Sir George Simpson, 
I owe it to my son’s memory to get a judicial investigation if | 
can, and that I will do my utmost to obtain. 

23. I am happy to find you approve of my proceeding 
towards Dr. White, and I of course will follow your instructions 
and recognise no authority emanating from the United States 
West of the Rocky Mountains, unless instructed so to do by 
your Honors; and I may say that from the first I took the same 
view Your Honors did of that Gentleman’s Mission, and as 
you correctly observe, the meetings got up in the Wallamette 
were for the same object, and of which of course I was aware 
from the beginning. 

24. Mr. Hastings I am informed got an extensive grant of 
land in Calefornia, north of St. Francisco, and went to the 
States to bring Settlers. 

25. Your remark in regard to Captain Couch and the mode 

See HBS. Vi, 410. 
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of dealing with all these visitors I consider most correct, but [ 
will return to this subject in a separate Despatch. 

26. You had not received my letter of 29th May 18431 and 
the account of the Calefornia Outfit when you wrote your 34th 
Paragraph, and as I instructed Mr. Rae to write you fully on 
the subject, you are better informed, I presume, of his situation 
and prospects than I am, as I have not heard from him in 
consequence of my not being able to spare a vessel to go to 
_St. Francisco since the Vancouver was there in April 1843. 

27. You write in the 34th Paragraph ‘‘ We have at last 
received a letter from Mr. Rae dated 8th November 1842 
informing us that up to that time he had collected in all 5000 
Hides, 500 Beaver and other skins, 20,000 Ibs. Tallow, 3000 
fanegas of Wheat. This is a more complete-failure than we 
could have anticipated, and it is more vexatious that it appears 
to be owing in a great measure to mismanagement. ‘That 
gentleman writes to us as follows, ‘ I have concluded to despatch 
the Valleyfield to the Sandwich Islands without freight, not 
having sufhcient belonging to the Company of Furs & Hides 
to authorize me to pay the demurrage and tonnage duties. 
Had the vessel arrived at the time specified by Sir George 
Simpson and C. F, McLoughlin, say the latter part of June or 
first of July of the present year ’42, I could have obtained 
sufficient freight, but being uncertain as to the time of the 
vessel’s arrival, I could not make fixed arrangements. I could 
have had freight to the amount of 30,000 Hides including those 
belonging to the Company and at 2/6d. p. hide’”. Mr. Rae 
is correct, a vessel was promised him by Sir George Simpson 
and me, but the vessel intended, the Valleyfield, arrived here 
only 21st July. She left this in the beginning of August for 
Puget’s Sound with the Boilers, and then proceeded to 
Calefornia. From this you see no mismanagement can be laid 
to us, as in the first instance the vessel arrived too late, in 
consequence in great part of her not sailing sooner from 
London. But you have received the accounts and have 
formed, I presume, your decision. All I can say is that when 
Sir George Simpson and I passed there, it was decided that the 

1 Ibid., pp. 105-7. 
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business should be conducted on a respectable scale. But at the 
Sandwich Islands Sir George Simpson decided not to follow 
up the business. Whether it was advantageous to the concern 
to drop the business I cannot say, but holding out to the people 
we were going to enter on the business on a respectable scale, 
and suddenly to drop it in the way we did, has lowered our 
standing in that quarter very much. 

28. In regard to the arrangement not having been made for 
Mr. Ermatinger reaching his hunting grounds in due time in 
1841 as remarked in your 35th Par., I beg to state that Spring 
1841 I sent out the list of appointments, but left the Bonaventura 
charge, that is, the trapping party alluded to, blank, to show 
that I had no person to take charge of it, till Mr. Ermatinger 
returned from the Snake Country. He arrived here on 29th 
September he had of course to settle the Snake Department 
Accounts, and make arrangements to send the supplies 
required for that District, and left this with the trapping party 
12th October. Those acquainted with the arrangements 
necessary to be made in sending out a trapping Party will admit 
no time was lost, and that I had not the means of making any 
other arrangement. 

29. I am obliged to Your Honors in attending to my 
recommendation and allowing Mr. Roberts! to come back to 
the Country. In recommending him I only performed my 
duty to the Company, and did justice to Mr. Roberts to which 
his attention to his duty and zeal for the interest of his 
employers entitled him. 

30. It is impossible to carry your instructions in your 43d 
Paragraph to place Captn. McNiell? at the head of the Naval 
Department into effect, even if he had remained in command 
of the Steamer. As she never can come here he could not be in 
the way to perform the duty. But Captain McNiell applied to 
be allowed to remain in charge of a land Establishment, and 
as it is a matter of indifference whether he or Mr. Dodd 


1 George Barber Roberts. See H.B.8., IV, 204 and VI, 81, 315. A biography 
of Roberts will be found in H. H. Bancroft, History of Oregon (San Francisco, 
1886), I, 38-9. 

2 William Henry McNeill. See Appendix B, pp. 314-18. 
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commanded the Steam Boat, I acceded to his wish, & 
appointed Captain McNiell to Stikene, and Mr. Dodd to the 
command of the Steamer. 

31. The Goods sent by the Va//eyfield for the Russians were 
sent as soon as our means of doing so would admit. I beg to 
observe we are obliged to send a large bulk of goods and 
provisions for the Posts on the Coa[s]t, and for the Steamer to 
Fort Simpson, and besides this the grain &c. for the Russians; 
and in 1842 when the Valleyfield came we had her freight to 
transport in addition, and, as I said, it was impossible for us to 
send more that season than we did. 

32. According to your instructions in the 46th Paragraph, 
I drew on you in favor of Captain Flere for two hundred and 
eighty six Pounds ten shillings, being the balance of Freight to 
this place; and also for the sum of Twenty Pounds as 
instructed. 

33- The Brothers was to call in passing at St. Francisco to 
see if Mr. Rae could give or procure freight for her. I send 
you Copy of my letter by her to Mr. Rae.!_ I also addressed 
Your Honors by the Brothers under date of 4th July 1844,? copy 
of which I send you with this. As we hada large quantity of 
lumber on hand and we had no vessel to send it in time to 
meet the market except it went by the Brothers, I accordingly 
gave him a cargo for which I agreed to pay him four hundred 
and ten Pounds, and drew upon Your Honors for the same. 

34. The Columbia returned from Woahoo and entered the 
Columbia 1st May, the 21st of the same sailed with a cargo of 
Wheat for Sitka, and supplies for Langley and Nisqually, 
which she landed at Victoria, and shipped a hundred tierces 
Beef for the Russians. She entered the Columbia River on 
her return on 17th September, but on account of the prevalence 
of Easterly winds only reached this 7th October. 

35. Lam happy to be able to inform Your Honors that the 
Brigade under the charge of Chief Factor McDonald assisted 
by Chief Trader Manson safely reached this on the 4th June, 
and left it the 29th, and I am happy to learn by letters roth 

* B. 223/b/31, fo. 93-93d., McLoughlin to Rae, July 2, 1844. 
Spée 17.8.5., VI, 193-202. 
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September from Mr. McDonald that the Brigade got up 
without any accident, that he and his people were well at that 
date, and that when he had separated at Okanagan from 
Messrs. Tod and Manson they and their people were in good 
health. 

36. The American Citizens of Wallamette called on the 
Canadians to join them and organize a Government for 
themselves. ‘The Canadians refused last year, yet seeing the 
increasing number of Americans, and that it would be 
impossible to maintain peace and order in the Country without 
organizing themselves, the Canadians consented, but first gave 
in the declaration No. 4! which was drawn out by the Revd. 
Mr. Langlois of the Catholic Mission, and presented by him. 
Several of the Americans, indeed I think the majority, seem 
disposed to declare themselves and Independant State, because 
if the Country becomes a territory, they will be so remote from 
the seat of Government that it will be very difficult for them to 
get the Laws passed which they require. For the present they 
take the Iowa code of Laws as the basis on which to legislate, 
as the best adapted to their situation. I send you a Copy of the 
Laws they inacted No. 7.? 

37. The election for Officers and a Legislature took place in 
May. Three persons were elected as an Executive Board to 
perform the functions of Governor, Dr. Bailey an Englishman 
and two Americans, and eight Members for a Legislature, 
which met in June and separated a few days after. They have 
fixed a Salary of a hundred dollars for each Member of the 
Executive, and when they elect a Governor instead of them, 
he is to have three hundred dollars per annum, the Judge five 
hundred, and the Members of the Legislature two dollars per 
day. They have made Laws to regulate Land Claims, and to 
prohibit the introduction and manufacture of ardent spirits 
among themselves. 

38. In these last Laws they follow up the plan we adopted, 
as we made it a rule to sell Liquor to no person, and which we 

SEG Ds 95 a 3 

2B. 223/b/31, fos. 36-66, “ Copy of the Oregon Laws ”, June, 1844. See 

Appendix A, pp. 219-50. 
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adopted when the first of our people went to settle in the 
Wallamette, and it is the reason they have gone on so quietly 
and made themselves so comfortable as they are. I am happy 
to say they have better crops than usual. They will sell us 
this year 20,000 bushels of Wheat at the least, and as they are 
extending their farms, they will give a great deal more next 
ear. 
4 39. When the Americans first proposed an organization, I 
objected; but the most respectable of the Americans observed 
that we had hitherto lived in the Country in a peaceable 
manner, but that now there were people among us, and more 
would come in, on whose account it was absolutely necessary 
to organize. As an instance they stated, that a few days 
before they spoke to me, at a Methodist camp meeting, one of 
the new Immigrants (whom they say was converted) got up 
and confessed publicly that he belonged to a band of Robbers 
in the State of Arks-ans-as, that there were several of his 
former associates in the Country, that if they reformed he 
would not divulge their names, but if they did anything he 
would. As I knew this man had said so, I no longer opposed 
the organization,—and the Canadians joined it. Since the 
organization, two cases have been brought before the Court. 
Before the Law passed prohibiting the selling and distilling of 
spirituous liquors came in force, an American erected a still in 
the woods in a secret place, public opinion running so strongly 
against distilling that he could not venture to do it openly. 
Dr. White calling himself Indian Agent for the United States, 
went with a party, (though the two Lawyers in the Country 
told him and those that went with him, that they were acting 
illegally, as the United States had no right to grant authority 
to an Indian Agent in this Country), dis-covered the still, and 
as the man who owned the whole was ashamed to appear, they 
destroyed the property. But subsequently he threatened to 
prosecute Dr. White, and the latter paid him for the damages; 
but when the Court went the Circuit, he presented an 
indictment for a riot, but the grand Jury threw it out. 

40. The other case was that of a man who was shot by a 
Constable. This man, it is said, committed a murder in the 
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States and fled to this Country. He committed an assault on 
one of the American Settlers, the latter lodged a complaint 
against him, and a Constable was sent with a warrant to arrest 
him. The Constable touched him, told him he was his 
prisoner, and read the warrant to him; but the prisoner 
snatched the warrant out of the Constable’s hand, tore it to 
pieces, and refused to submit. The Constable went for another 
warrant, and when he called upon the prisoner, the latter 
rushed with his Bowie knife upon him, when the Constable 
drew a pistol and shot him dead on the spot. A Bill was 
presented against the Constable, but the Grand Jury threw it ~ 
out. 

41. The American Immigrants who came last Year set to 
work with great industry. One of them from the time he came 
last Autumn to this Spring put in a hundred bushels Wheat in 
the ground. In general, they say the soil of this Country is not 
so fertile as that of the Missouri from whence most of them 
come; that the Missouri soil will produce much finer Indian 
corn, but that this gives finer Wheat. About a dozen are gone 
back to the States, as this Country does not come up to their 
expectation, and some for the same reason are gone to © 
Calefornia. However this Country, at least that part of it best 
adapted to cultivation, such as the Valley of the Wallamette on 
the South side of the Columbia we may consider as in a fair 
way of being settled, and it is certain that an influx of Settlers 
will cause a great increase of Business in the place, and which 
we can in the main secure, if we have the -means of supplying 
their wants. This year the Immigration from the States is said _ 
to be about a thousand, the first of them reached the 
Wallamette on the roth October. Among the Party are 
Lawyers, Medical men, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian 
Ministers, and four Jesuits. It is said about two hundred 
separated from the Party at Fort Hall, and are gone to 
Calefornia. 

42. Her Majesty’s Ship Modeste, Captain Baillie, reached 
this 15th July. Captain Baillie visited the Wallamette in 
company with Mr. Douglas, saw most of the Settlers, by whom 
he was well received and with whom he appeared well pleased. 
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Captain Baillie did not expressly state the object of his Mission, 
but I infer he came to examine the River, see the Country, and 
learn what was doing, and support British influence, which he 
did greatly by the appearance at this place of a British Man of 
War. But I was sorry to learn that on first attempting to cross 
the Bar to go out, he missed the channel and ran the Modeste 
upon the South Sands, an accident which compelled him to put 
back into Baker’s Bay to repair damages, and I am informed 
when he finally sailed from the River, the Modeste was making 
at the rate of one inch of water per hour. 

43. As my difficulty with the Revd. Mr. Waller in regard 
to my claim at the Falls of the Wallamette is a prominent topic 
of conversation here (and by which conduct the Methodist 
Mission lost all influence in the Country, except with a few 
who are animated with a national feeling which renders them 
very hostile to us), I considered it advantageous to give a Copy 
of my written statement in regard to this affair to Captn. 
Baillie, as fully detailed in my Letter to Your Honors, copy of 
which with all the statement accompanying it is forwarded with 
this Packet (See Nos. 1 & 2), by which the Government will 
see the hostile national feeling which is endeavoured to be 
excited against us by some—as Mr. Record’s address to his 
fellow citizens. 

44. The Revd. Jason Lee went home to the States last Fall, 
and a new Superintendent for the Methodist Mission came 
from Woahoo, and arrived here in the Brothers, and decided 
on breaking up the Methodist Mission, and sold off all the 
property belonging to the Mission. They now have on their 
list four preachers in the Country. In fact since their large 
reinforcement came in 1840, these men have acted more as 
political partisans and private speculators than as Missionaries. 
Their neglect of their duties as Missionaries is noticed by 
Captain Wilkes in his report,? and by the Americans themselves 


* McLoughlin’s letter of August 12, 1844. See pees 

? Oregon Hist. Quar., XII, “ Report on the Territory of Oregon by Charles 
Wilkes, Commander of the United States Exploring Expedition, 1838-1842”, 
Pp: 293, “ Missionaries. Little has yet been effected by them in Christianizing 
the natives. They are principally engaged in the cultivation of the mission farms 
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to their correspondents in the States, which induced the 
Methodist Church in the States to send the present 
Superintendent the Revd. Mr. Garry+ to see how they 
conducted themselves, which ended in breaking up the 
Mission. 

45. The Belgian Brig Jnfatigable, Capt. Mollar, from 
Antwerp, entered this River on the 4th August with the Revd. 
Father Desmet, four other Jesuits, one lay Brother, and six 
Nuns, with about 80 tons Sundries for them. As I already 
informed you, the Jesuits have two Missions in the Flat Head 
Country, and are forming a third, and intend to erect a College 
in the Wallamette, where the four Jesuits come with Father 
Desmet are stationed, and three more with as many lay Brothers 
from the States are to join them. These Jesuits are Belgians 
and Italians, except one who is either American or English. 
Father Desmet is gone to the Flat Heads and intends to devote 
his labour to the Flat Heads and Black Feet. They had some 
Supplies from us to be paid by a Bill on Father Jenkins of their 
Order residing in London, and which when received will be 
forwarded with the Letters of Advice under cover to Mr. 
Secretary Barclay. 

46. Our Season has been very fine, and in the Summer we 
had fine growing showers, and the Crops, thank God, were 
abundant through the whole Country. The returns of our 
Farm were about 


4000 Bushels Wheat 
250C. scuunl case 
2000 oa Oats 
L200: hs Barley 


and in the care of their own stock, in order to obtain flocks and herds for 
themselves, most of them having selected lands. As far as my personal observation 
went, in the part of the country where the missionaries reside there are very few 
Indians, and they seem more occupied with the settlement of the country and in 
agricultural pursuits than missionary labors.” 

1The Rev. George Gary (1793-1855) succeeded the Rev. Jason Lee as 
superintendent of the Oregon Methodist Mission in 1843 (see H.B.S., VI, 183, 
n.2). See Oregon Hist. Quar., XXIV, C. H. Carey (ed.), “ Diary of Rev. 
George Gary”. 


NOVEMBER 20, 1844 37 


But since the middle of July up to the 18th October we had no 
rain, which is unprecedented. 

47. On the 27th September we were assailed by a fire which 
raged in the forests and plains around this place, as fully 
detailed in the following letter from Chief Factor Douglas. 


Fort Vancouver 30¢h Sepir. 1844 
| John McLoughlin Esquire 


Dear Sir 

It is with the deepest sense of gratitude to Heaven, 
that I sit down to inform you, of our late deliverance from the 
dreadful and imminent danger, to which this Establishment, 
and the vast amount of valuable property collected here, was 
exposed, on the 27th Instant by a general conflagration of the 
surrounding forests. Our loss has been severe, though in 
comparison to the immense property at stake, it appears so 
insignificant and my mind is still so transported with joy at the 
recollection of our almost miraculous escape, that I can hardly 
feel it as a loss. 

Our troubles from fire began on Tuesday the 24th Instant, 
during the prevalence of the late parching Easterly gales, 
which added greatly to the danger and difficulties of our 
Situation. 

On that day a dense cloud of smoke, indicating the existence 
of an extensive fire, was observed rising from the banks of the 
River at some distance to the Eastward, in the direction of the 
Saw Mill, and I rode out towards that point, in company with 
Mr. Angus McDonald! who had just arrived from the Snake 
Country, to discover as far as possible its actual position, in 
order to take such precautions as might be necessary for the 
protection of our premises there. Having ascertained that the 
fire was still distant, though driven by the wind directly towards 
the Saw Mill, and given such instructions, in case of its 
approach, as seemed proper, to Mr. Peers,? who during the 


? Angus McDonald (b). See H.B.8., VI, 394. 
* Henry Newsham Peers, see Appendix B, pp. 318-20. 
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indisposition of Mr. Harvey was in temporary charge of the 
place, I returned homewards, and reached the Fort about 
sunset. 

Here I found an immediate call for exertion, as a large fire 
was just blazing up in the Poplar grove at the upper end of the 
Fort Plain. The men were immediately turned out, under the 
orders of Mr. Lewis, Mr. David McLoughlin, and Mr. 
McDonald, to extinguish the fire. In course of the night they 
dug a trench around it, so as to isolate and confine it to a space 
about two acres in extent, and the following day, Wednesday, 
it was completely subdued, by means of water carted from the 
River for that purpose, and a watch of four men were appointed 
to remain there in case it should break out again; which did 
not however happen. 

Mr. Harvey being convalescent was sent up in course of this 
day, to assist Mr. Peers at the Saw Mill and farm. Having 
made these arrangements and escaped the proximate danger, 
we retired to rest on Wednesday evening, with minds 
comparatively relieved, and the men who had been fagging all 
the preceding night at the fire, had time to recruit their strength 
for the more arduous struggle that was soon to follow. 

On Thursday morning a thick column of smoke was 
observed in the direction of the Camass Plain about North by 
East from the Fort, which, at first sight, was supposed to be 


the smoke of the Easterly fire driven thither by the wind. y 


was however soon undeceived on this point by a Letter from 
Mr. Harvey, informing that the “ Camass Plain” was the 
scene of a fresh conflagration, which was rapidly advancing 
upon the ‘“‘ Mill Plain”. I immediately dispatched Mr. 
Kenneth Logan,! with orders to visit the burning district, and 
to bring back as correct a report, as possible, of the course and 
extent of the fire, and being exceedingly anxious for correct 


1 Kenneth Logan, a son of Robert and Mary Logan of the Red River 
Settlement, was baptised on August 25, 1826 (E. 4/1, fo. 62). He joined the 
Company’s service in 1841 as an apprentice postmaster, and the whole of his 
service was spent west of the Rocky Mountains. He retired in 1853 and 
apparently returned to the Red River Settlement, where he died on March 1, 


1859. 
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information on the subject, as we were now seriously threatened, 
both Mills, the “ Mill Plain”, the ‘‘ Lower Plain ”’, and Fort, 
being all situated directly to leeward of the fire, though still at 
the distance of five or six miles, that I soon after took the same 
route on horseback, and was fully convinced by Mr. Logan’s 
very exact report, which I received on the ‘‘ Mill Plain ’’, and 
from my own observation on the spot, that we would soon be 
assailed at all points. I therefore stationed Mr. Peers and one 
party of men at the “ Mill Plain” to protect the Barns, Mr. 
_ Harvey with another party to guard the ‘“‘ Saw Mill’, and a 
third party were placed at the “‘ Flour Mill”. 

On my return to the Fort, as a measure of precaution, I had 
casks of water placed all around our Barns here, to be used as 
occasion might require, and a party of men were sent to watch 
those in the ‘‘ Lower Plain ”’. 

Having thus made the best preparations in our power, to 
meet the assault of the devouring element at every point, a 
period of the most painful suspence followed, while we 
listened, in perfect impotence, to its frightful ravages in the 
forest, which came upon the ear like the beating of the distant 
ocean. 

About half past eight in the evening, I rode out towards the 
“1st Back Plain” in company with Mr. Lowe and Mr. 
Roberts, and met the fire within fifty yards of the “ Bridge ”’ 
about 22 miles distant from the Fort, but the main body had 
evidently swept down the course of the ‘“‘ Bridge River” in 
the direction of the ‘“‘ Lower Plain”’. Ai little after midnight, 
a messenger arrived from the watch in the ‘‘ Lower Plain ”’, to 
report that the fire had reached the fields there; and to that 
point Mr. David McLoughlin and Mr. McDonald were 
instantly dispatched with a reinforcement of men, and as there 
was no immediate danger at the Fort, I hurried down after 
them. On reaching the Plain, we found the whole lower line 
of fence in a blaze, the fire having burst upon the North West 
corner of the fields and was then sweeping across the Plain, 
towards the Pastures on the South side of the ‘‘ Bis lake”, 
threatening the destruction of our entire stock of cattle, sheep, 
and horses, which were running there. To save them became 
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the all important object of the hour, and the plan which struck 
me, on the spur of the moment, and perhaps the best we could 
have chosen, was to attack the line of fire when confined 
between the Lakes, leaving it to run on the North side of the 
“ Big Lake” when it could do us no injury. Assisted by 
Casino and several other Indians who kindly came to our 
assistance, we succeeded before daylight in extinguishing the 
proposed line of fire, fully two miles in length, thereby cutting 
off the communication and preserving the South side of the 
Plain from its ravages. The labour was severe, and our 
success therefore the more encouraging. Leaving Mr. 
McLoughlin and Mr. McDonald with the party of men there, 
J returned to the Fort, and on Friday morning had casks of 
water carted out and placed along the woods on the old Fort 
Hill, and by half past ten we had completed a protective line 
round the North and East sides of the Plain, by drawing 
furrows with the plough fifty feet apart and burning the grass 
on the surface between them, trusting that it would assist 
preatly, as it afterwards did, in checking the progress of the fire. 

The work was hardly over, when the conflagration, driven 
before a strong East wind, reached the verge of the forest, and 
burst upon the Plain with tremendous fury, devouring, in its 
course, every speck of vegitation whether dry or green. 
Clouds of ashes and burning leaves, falling at an incredible 
distance, were scattering desolation and carrying destruction 
to every object around. The Barn was in consequence almost 
instantly wrapped in flames, the clover field caught fire, the 
fence burnt fiercely, the orchard was in a blaze, and for upwards 
of an hour the Establishment was menaced with apparently 
inevitable destruction. The Barn was now left to its fate, and 
our whole attention directed to the protection of the Fort. The 
struggle with the fearful element became terrific; every one 
present toiled as if life and death depended upon the issue of - 
the contest: and after immense exertion we prevailed in 
arresting its approach towards the Fort when within three 
hundred feet of the Stockades. 

The Barn and the woods around continued burning 
throughout the night, presenting a scene indiscribably awful 
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to persons in our situation, uncertain at what moment the 
sparks and ashes which the shooting flames, towering wildly 
from the tops of the tallest trees, scattered profusely on every 
side, might ignite the roofs of the buildings, dry and parched 
as they were by the highly rarified state of the atmosphere. 
Another danger more alarming still threatened to assail us, 
through the spread of the fire towards the River above, from 
whence it would be swept before the wind, over the whole 
extent of the Plain directly upon the Fort. Under Providence 
the protective line already mentioned was the only interposing 
safeguard against that calamity, and I detached Mr. Roberts 
with a party of Indians who had opportunely come to our 
assistance, after dusk, from a camp at some distance, to watch 
and check the fire in that direction, as an additional security 
against the impending danger; and they succeeded to our wish. 

In course of the following day, Saturday, the fires around the 
Fort were gradually expiring from the want of fuel, and we 
now feel pretty secure, though not entirely relieved from the 
apprehension of danger. 

Having thus brought our troubles here to a close, I will 
return to our friends at the several outposts. The fire reached 
the Barns in the “‘ Lower Plain” in the evening of the same 

day it assaulted us, and they were rescued from destruction 
with the utmost difficulty by the courageous exertions of the 

_ Party stationed there under the command of Mr. McLoughlin 
& Mr. McDonald, who though nearly suffocated by the heat 
and smoke, stood manfully at their posts, extinguishing the 
burning embers as they fell, and protecting every part of the 
premises at the hazard of their lives. 

The following letters from Mr. Peers, stationed at the “ Mill 
Plain”, and from Mr. Harvey at the ‘‘ Saw Mill” will shew 
better than I can describe, the danger to which their respective 
charges were exposed on the same memorable night, while the 
following sketch,! drawn by Mr. Peers, showing pretty correctly 


ti.B.G., Arch. Map Folder 408A, “ Sketch {in colour] of the Environs of 
Fort Vancouver embracing a section of about 16 miles in length, shewing the 
course of the great Conflagration, by which the Fort was nearly destroyed, on the 
27th day of September 1844. H.N. Peers.” This map would be difficult to 
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the course of the conflagration, will aid you in following the 
description I have here given. 


To Mr. Harvey 
Saw Mills 


Dear SIR 

I am writing at present in the midst of smoke so dense 
that to breathe is actually difficult, and not being able to see 
more than 10 yards forward, I cannot give you an exact report 
as to how the fires by which we have been completely surrounded 
are taking their course, suffice it to say that the farm is as yet 
safe, and under the most hairbreadth escapes you could well 
imagine. Nothing but the prompt assistance of the Indians 
last night could have saved it under the circumstances. Iam 
as much surprised as pleased at the escape which you likewise 
have had. An Indian has returned from the Grist Mill, he 
reports it untouched. The wind this morning early was from 
the N.E. which threw all the smoke back upon us, it has now 
changed to its old quarter, and is getting lighter. Mr. 
Douglas will be most anxious to know how matters stand, I 
would therefore recommend you to send off immediately 
to the Fort. The Indian who has taken up his quarters the 
other side of the Saw Mill has a small canoe which will be by 
far the safest and quickest mode of conveying the information. 

Yours Sincerely 


(Sd.) HN. Peers 


James Douglas Esq. Saturday 8 o'clock 


My DEAR SIR 
I am happy to inform you we have escaped through the 
night without damage from the fire, though the scene has been 


reproduce faithfully. In the circumstances in which this volume has been 
produced it would be unjustifiable to include more than two maps, and it has 
been considered better to give readers the plans of Fort Vancouver and Oregon 
City rather than Peers’ sketch of the ravages of the fire. 
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indescribably awful. We have been surrounded by flames. 
The fire has passed the new track which was cut above the 
Saw Mill. It is also raging about half way from the hill to the 
watering place on the road from the Saw Mill to the Mill Plain, 
and has reached the track which leads from Toovigora’s house 
to the Mill Plain. 

The farm by report appears to have been in great danger 
during the night, and the pea field took fire, but by the 
exertions of the Indians has been quite stopped. 

Yours Truly 
D. Harvey 


Before closing this letter, permit me to pay a just tribute to 
the other Gentlemen of the Establishment who are not 
mentioned in connection with any outpost service, Dr. Barclay,} 
Mr. Roberts, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Lowe, and Mr. Logan: the 
promptitude, activity, and presence of mind they displayed on 
this trying occasion were beyond praise, and to the unremitting 
exertions of all the Gentlemen, I personally feel greatly 
indebted. The men generally behaved extremely well, though 
[am sorry to report that a few of the number deserted us in the 
hour of our greatest need, and fled for safety to the opposite side 
of the River. Two others took advantage of the moment when 
we were all busily engaged with the fire, to rifle several of the 
Gentlemen’s rooms; and afterwards broke into the Depense 
and got brutally drunk. These, as soon as our hands were free, 
I had placed in confinement and have since punished as their 
conduct deserved. 

The quantity of grain in the straw destroyed at the Barn is 


* Forbes Barclay, a native of the Shetland Islands, who entered the Company’s 
service in 1839 as a clerk and surgeon at £100 per annum. He sailed in the 
Columbia to Fort Vancouver, where he was stationed until his retirement to 
Oregon City in 1850. Bancroft, History of Oregon, I, 38-9, states that Barclay 
was born December 25, 1812, and that while a lad he was a member of Sir James 
Ross’s expedition in search of a North West Passage. Barclay married Maria, a 
daughter of P. C. Pambrum, in 1842 and there were five children of the marriage. 
He became a naturalised citizen of the United States after his retirement from the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, and he was City School Superintendent of Oregon City 
from 1857-72. Hewasalso Mayor from 1864 until hisdeathon February 13, 1873. 
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computed at about 3000 bushels of oats, pease, & other grain, 
which I regret most particularly on account of the provender it 
would havesupplied throughout the winter for our working cattle. 
The other particulars of this disastrous event, I will 
communicate on your return. 
I am. Dear sir 
&c. Sc. bes 
(Sd.) James Douc tas 


48. As you see by the accompanying sketch, the fire burnt 
part of our garden fence and came to within 300 feet of the 
Fort, which was preserved from the rage of the dreadful 
element, under Providence, by the prudent precautions, good 
management and unwearied exertions of Chief Factor Douglas, 
aided with the utmost alacrity & zeal, as J am happy to say he 
informs me, by the Officers, whose good example was followed 
by the Servants, Settlers who happened to be here, and the 
Indians within reach, who on seeing the danger to which the 
place was exposed, rushed to our succor and afforded every 
assistance in their power, except two Sandwich Islanders, who 
in the confusion broke into the Store, stole Rum and got 
drunk, and two Canadians and one half breed, who when they 
saw the Barn on fire (though it was 400 yards in a direct line 
distant from the Fort) yet when they saw the vast column of 
flame rise to the sky, conceiving as they say, all was lost and 
that in a moment the Fort would be in a blaze, the Powder 
Magazine on fire and blow up and destroy them all, they lost 
all presence of mind, ran to the River, crying out as some who 
heard them say ‘“‘Sauve qui peut”. In the evening the 
Canadians returned after the great danger was over, when Mr. 
Douglas very properly for a short time put them in irons as 
deserters, and afterwards took them out, leaving them exposed 
to the contempt and derision of all their fellow servants. 

49. Our loss is considerable but will interfere in no way 
with our business, and when we consider the great danger to 
which our property was exposed, we have every reason to be 
grateful to Providence for being merciful to us, and indeed | 
consider the fire will be beneficial, as it has killed the large 
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trees, burnt the fallen wood and brush, and opened a free 
passage among the remaining trees to allow the cattle to rove 
among them, and they will stop the growth of the underwood, 
and thus diminish the probability of any such fire in future, 
which was caused by everything being so dry (we had no rain 
from June to 17th October from which the ground was literally 
parched up) it blowing a dry warm Gale from the Eastward 
_ (which is remarkable as our Easterly winds in general are wet) 
carrying lumps of burning moss through the air, scattering 
sparks as if they had been fireworks, setting where it passed the 
forest in a blaze. As a proof to what distance these burning 
masses of moss were carried by the wind, the straw alongside 
of one of our Wheat Sheds in the Plain was set on fire by one of 
these masses (but happily the fire was put out by the people) 
and the nighest wood in the direction from whence the fire was 
coming is a mile and three quarters, and the fire was not yet at 
the border of the wood. 

50. In the Wallamette (where I was at the time) the fire 
raged with equal violence, one Barn was burnt. Fortunately 
there was not much grain in it, but several Barns and Houses 
escaped merely by the great exertions made by the Settlers, 
assisted by the Indians who afforded the Settlers every aid in 
their power. In the Fallatine Plains, several Cows, Horses, 
and Oxen were destroyed, and in the Forest round the Plain at 
this place, the Indians have found the carcasses of several Deer 
and Bears that have been destroyed by fire. 

51. I beg to observe as you will see by the Invoice of Furs, 
the 4000 Beaver Skins received from the Russian American 
Company have decreased from 6061 lbs. to 5548 in weight, 
being a loss of 513 Ibs, since they were received here, in 
consequence of the dryness of this climate in Summer. | hope 
they may regain their original weight on the voyage home, or 
the Company will sustain a heavy loss from this cause. 


52. On the 9th October Mr. Patrick McKenzie! a Clerk and 


1 Patrick McKenzie, a half-breed, entered the service of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in 1839 and served as an Apprentice Post Master in the Saskatchewan 
District. He was appointed to the Columbia District in 1842, and left the 
service in 1845. 
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two men from Fort Colvile arrived at this place with Pierre 
Dubois a Servant of that Establishment in custody, under a 
charge, as you will see by the accompanying Depositions,? of 
threatening to shoot Mr. Chief Factor Arch. McDonald. As 
Your Honors may conceive proper I should give you my 
opinion, I beg to observe, I think Mr. Chief Factor 
McDonald’s remarks respecting Dubois conduct to Thomas 
Flett, as stated in that Gentleman’s account of the 
commencement of the quarrel, were uncalled for at the time 
they were made, as the depositions show no proof to sustain the 
accusation, and a Master in this Country ought never to 
interfere in such matters unless he has certain proof, and then it 
becomes his duty to exert authority in maintaining good order 
and decency among his people, & to prevent one man from 
imposing on another; at the same time I am convinced from 
my examination of one of the Witnesses (Felix) that he 
understood Dubois threatened to shoot Mr. McDonald. But 
if Mr. McDonald wanted to follow it up, he ought to have 
waited till he caught Dubois, and taken him out with him to 
the East side of the Mountains, as sending him here could be 
of no use. But Your Honors have the Depositions, and to 
them I beg to refer you. It remains for me to observe, I kept 
him confined for 4 days till he found bail to keep the peace, 
and at the end of his engagement this Spring according to his 
agreement he will be allowed to go to the Wallamette to join 
his wife and children. He is 43 years of age, is now 18 years 
in the Service, and has always been troublesome, and he has 
been kept several years in the Service merely because we were 
short of men. 

53. The Immigrants on the way to this place are said to 


1B. 223/b/32, fos. 20-24, September 22, 1844, depositions of Joseph Landrie 
and others, and a statement by Archibald Mcdonald. It was generally known by 
Mcdonald and the men at Fort Colvile that Flett had accused Dubois of paying 
improper attentions to his wife. When Mcdonald and some of his men were 
encamped near Fort Colvile on September 21, 1844, Dubois said he was 
returning to the fort for something which he had left behind. Mcdonald 
remarked that Dubois’ real reason for returning was to continue his “ ungenerous 
behavior to poor Thomas Flett’’. Dubois later attempted to get a gun with 
which to shoot Mcdonald. 
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amount to twelve hundred persons, with about two thousand 
head of horned cattle, and between five and six hundred sheep; 
and I am happy to hear from those of them who are arrived, 
that they heard from their Countrymen who came last year and 
left this in June to_return to the States, in consequence of not 
finding the Country such as they expected, that the reports 
spread against us in the Papers in the States were false, as these 
_ reports had excited strong prejudices against us. 

54. The population in the Wallamette with this 
Immigration will be above four thousand persons. 

55. The Immigrants who came last year have set to work 
most industriously, which I attribute in great part to their 
having no spirituous liquor, and which so far they seem most 
anxious to keep out, as they have passed a Law to prevent its 
being brought among them or distilled in the Country. 

56. About forty Immigrants have gone this year to 
Calefornia, a few of those come here intend to proceed there 
next Spring, and it is said a large party is collecting in Missouri 
to proceed in 1845 to Calefornia. 

57. Captain Humphreys addressed me the Letter No. a0 
requesting, as you see, to be informed if anything would be 
allowed the Captains of vessels for taking passengers, as you 
see by his Letter. I told him it did not rest with me to satisfy 
him on this point, but that I would send his Letter No. 24 to 
Your Honors. 

98. Captain Duncan arrived here from the Coast on the 
28th October, having landed from the Steamer at Nisqually, 
and by him I received Letters from Chief Trader John Work, 
dated 19th September,? and from Mr. Charles Dodd the 
Officer in charge of Stikene Post, dated 18th May ® last, with 
the Depositions of Bazil Bottineau, Louis Fallerdeau, Louis 
Trudelle & André Balthazard, by which I am sorry to say it 
appears that the Servants of Stikene had been engaged in a 
plot to take the lives of the Officers of that Establishment, 


* B. 223/b/31, fo. 111, Humphreys to McLoughlin, May 14, 1844. The 
letter is numbered 23 and not 24. 

® This letter has not been traced. 

3B. 223/b/32, fos. 1o-18d. See Drs 3: 
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You see that even last Winter while Mr. Manson was in 
charge of Stikene, the men were plotting against the Officers, 
Messrs. Manson, Dodd, and Blenkinsop. 

59. Mr. Dodd also forwarded with the Depositions three 
life preservers found in the men’s trunks. I send you two, | 
keep the third to be sent to York Factory, it is of the same size 
as the smallest of the two sent you, and certainly any man who 
could keep such an instrument about him, with which to strike 
a human being, could have no other design but to commit 
murder. | 

60. It may be necessary for me to observe to Your Honors 
there is no garden at Stikene, and the potatoes issued to the 
men are traded from Indians at Fort Simpson, who bring them 
from Queen Charlotte’s Island. When there are no potatoes, 
the men get no salt provisions, but as in other places, get fresh 
fish or meat, and the object in wishing to get more potatoes, 
was to collect and have them as a treat with their other food. 
But putting the potatoes as they did at Mr. Dodd’s door, 
shews their object was evidently to insult and attempt to 
impose, which all these men will do when they have an 
opportunity, and it is a fact that these men will try to do so to 
every young ofhcer on his entering the Service till he has 
established his character and shewn he will maintain his rights, 
of which you have a proof from these Depositions, in which you 
see, they say among themselves ‘‘ when Mr. Manson is gone 
we will do as we please”. From my knowledge of their way 
of proceeding, I am certain their plan was to irritate Mr. Dodd 
by some insult, so as to provoke him to strike one of them, 
when they would have attacked him and Mr. Blenkinsop, and 
murdered them with their life preservers, a misfortune only 
averted by Bottineau giving timely information, and to a 
certainty, if liquor had been issued, as at Stikene to Indians as 
in 1842, Messrs. Dodd and Blenkinsop would have been 
murdered. 

61. Mr. Chief Trader Work sent me Joseph Savard the 
maker of the life preservers, with which he intended to arm the 
men, and Octave Collette, the two ringleaders; but as we have 
no place here to keep them safely, as it would not do to keep 
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them in a building without fire, and all our buildings being of 
wood, they might be malicious enough to set them on fire, I 
therefore sent them to Nisqually, and in the Spring will send 
them to York Factory to be sent out of the Country. In the 
same way, as soon as possible hereafter (it cannot be done this 
season) I will get the remainder of the Party from Stikene, and 
send them to York Factory to be sent out of the Country as the 
sooner we are rid of such characters the better. But if I had 
been at Fort Simpson, I would have requested Captn. Baillie 
to receive them on board the Modeste, and take them out of the 
Country. 

62. It may be asked how it happens there is so much trouble 
with the men at Stikene. In reply I beg to observe, it is always 
the case at a new establishment where there are many new 
hands, but is particularly so at Stikene, because from the 
necessity of the case, the first year we had no old hands, and 
the Establishment consisted of men who had just entered the 
Service, among whom were as bad characters as ever came to 
the Country, though I did not take them to be so bad as they 
were, and they were placed at Stikene because | felt that Mr. 
Rae with the assistance of my late son could keep them to their 
duty without being obliged to have recourse to dangerous 
weapons; at the same time the Depositions shew these men 
think they cannot be punished by Law for their crimes, which 
they have imbibed from the manner Sir George Simpson took 
the Depositions on the murder of my late son, and the refusal 
of the Russians to try his murderer, or even examine into the 
affair. 

63. While on the subject, I beg to state to Your Honors, 
that in the Autumn of 1842, I sent Narcisse Moussette to the 
East side, because he had endeavoured to induce Hilard 
Guilbeault & Narcisse Forcier two of the Cowelitz Farm men 
to assist him in murdering Mr. Charles Forest, the Officer in 
charge, merely because he had reprimanded him for idling his 
time; but instead of being dismissed from the Service, as he 
ought to have been, he was immediately engaged, as I 
understand, by Chief Trader Harriot, and taken by that 
Gentleman to the Saskatchewan and I am sorry to say, this is 
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not the first instance of such being done.!_ In 1829 I sent out 
one Thomas Petit, who beyond a doubt, in the opinion of 
every officer here at the time, had wantonly murdered an 
Indian, yet that man was engaged on the East side, and was 
two years in the Service. But I believe Sir George Simpson 
did not know it, as he was dismissed as soon as I stated the case 
tohim. Iam astonished, I am sorry to say, that Officers should 
forget so much what they owe to justice, to the Service, and to 
themselves, as to engage such men, as it is actually encouraging 
other men to act in the same way, and exposes the Company’s 
Officers to be murdered. 

64. I send you a copy of the Deposition of Hilard 
Guilbeault and Narcisse Forcier.2. The following is an Extract 
of Mr. Chief Factor Douglas’ Letter in regard to Moussette; 
at the time he was sent from here I was absent at Nisqually on 
the Company’s affairs. 


eos “Vancouver 1s¢ September 1842 
To The Gentlemen in charge of the 
H.B.Coys. Posts on the communication 


GENTLEMEN 

Tam also directed by Chief Factor McLoughlin, who is 
now absent, to send out Narcisse Moussette a person lately 
convicted of an attempt to excite a spirit of disaffection and 
induce his fellow servants at the Cowelitz Farm to murder Mr. 
Charles Forest the person in charge. 

Chief Factor McLoughlin requests that Moussette may be 
made to work his passage from place to place, and that he may 
not be employed at any of the Company’s Establishments, as 
he is to be sent down next Summer to Canada.” 


I would not trouble Your Honors with Moussette’s case if I 
was not informed Sir George Simpson is aware that Moussette 


* The remark “ to be considered ” appears in pencil, apparently in Barclay’s 
writing, in the margin opposite paragraph 63. See pp. 9, 134. 
2B. 223/b/31, fo. 109. See H.B.S., VI, 66. 
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is in the Service, and that he remarked that Moussette was 
perfectly justified in acting as he did, as he supposed he had 
been struck by Mr. Forest. I positively assert | never heard 
he was struck by Mr. Forest, I believe he was not struck, and 
when I brought him before the Witnesses face to face, publicly 
before all the men of the place, he did not complain of having 
been struck, but merely endeavoured to excuse himself by 
_ saying he spoke without meaning; and Your Honors will see 
from Moussette’s saying if he found one to join him he would 
act as the men had done at Stikene and murder Mr. Forest, 
that he was induced to this from the manner Sir George 
Simpson had investigated the murder of my late son, and a 
person must be very little acquainted with the character of 
these men if he doubts that if I had not acted as I have, some 
more of the Company’s Officers would have been murdered. 

66. I am sorry to inform you that Mr. Chief Trader Work 
is affected with a cancer on his lip, and that it may oblige him 
to give up the charge of Fort Simpson, which [ will much 
regret on his account as well as that of the Company, as he is 
fully acquainted with the business of the place, and spares no 
pains or labor to promote the interest of the Company. The 
result of the year’s trade at Fort Simpson shews a decline of 
nearly three hundred Beaver, while on the other hand there is a 
considerable increase of Martens and other Furs, which in 
point of value fully covers the other deficiency, and will bring 
the Returns to about the same amount as those of last year. 

At Fort Stikene, Mr. Dodd writes that he has not traded so 
many Beaver as usual, but a greater number of other Furs, 
probably equal to the falling off in Beaver. 

67. The Steam Vessel has a much larger trade than last 
year in consequence of the desertion of the Posts of Tacow and 
Fort McLoughlin, the whole business of which is now 
managed through her. She has not made however so valuable 
a collection of Furs as we formerly received when the two 
Posts were also kept up, a decrease which may be accounted 
for in part by the growing scarcity of Beaver, & in part by the 
interference of the two Whale Ships which passed the Winter 
at the Port of Neweeté near the North End of Vancouver’s 
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Island, and are reported to have made considerable purchases 
of skins from the Indians while the Steam Vessel was necessarily 
employed in carrying the Contract Otters to Sitka. On the 
whole it is probable there will be a decline this year in thé 
general trade of the Northern Coast. 

68. The Barque Co/umbia under the command of Captain 
Duncan, left this place on the 13th Instant, to make the best 
of her way down the River, with the furs of the season, a 
consignment of Wool & Hides for the Puget’s Sound 
Company, and a few Packages from the Russian American 
Company consigned to Sir J. H. Pelly. The vessel has a crew 
of 20 men, and is fully provisioned for 7 months. The salt 
meat and bread were examined by Captain Duncan before they 
were sent on board, and are of the best quality procurable in 
the Country. I trust therefore that the care and attention paid 
to this part of her equipment, will leave no room for complaint. _ 
We have also supplied the Co/umbia with a new boat, to replace 
her whale boat, which was carried away, by a sea from her 
quarter, on her last voyage to Sitka. 

69. We now forward an additional Requisition for Outfit 
1847, Shipment 1845 to meet the growing demands of the 
Country, which will be greatly increased by the arrival of the 
Jesuit Fathers, who will want Supplies from us to the amount 
of £1000 annually; by the large emigrations from the United 
States, and the probable calls of Vessels of War both English 
and American at this River. 

70. We have also ordered a fire Engine! for this 
Establishment, which will be a great protection in case of 


1A. 10/20, September 3, 1845, Moses Merryweather of 63, Long Acre, 
estimated that “‘ An Engine on the patent and best principle with 6} in. cylinders 
capable of discharging from 80 to roo gallons per minute by 18 or 20 men with 
mahogany cistern and Cast Iron wheels and a pair of shafts Copper branch and 
brass nose pipe 2 Copper rivitted Suction pipes 6 ft. each 6 lengths of copper 
rivetted leather hose 40 feet each with brass screws a moveable Copper Strainer 
2 wrenches & Straps” would cost £138. A.5/15, p. 61, Barclay to 
Merryweather, September 4, 1845, “.. . your terms for an engine with 6} inch 
cylinder are accepted: a copper cistern being substituted for a wooden one [at an 
additional cost of £7]. It is to be understood that a portable suction trough, drag 
ropes, spreading jet and other articles usually accompanying a fire engine though 
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fire, to the large amount of property occasionally collected 
here. 

71. The Revd. Father Desmet has written to his Agent in 
London, to pay over certain sums of money into the hands of 
the Company, which I beg may be received in payment of 
Supplies furnished to the Jesuit Mission from this place. 

72. Mr. Gyer! goes to England as a passenger in the 
Columbia. He was recommended to me by Sir W. D. Stewart, 
_ who wrote me that he would pay his passage and expenses 
here. You have fixed the rate of Passage at fifty Pounds, but 
as I presume this rate was intended only for officers in the 
Service, I wrote Sir W. D. Stewart 1 that he would have to pay 
one hundred Pounds for Mr. Gyer’s Passage. 

73. The Revd. Mr. Blanchette who is also a Passenger goes 
to England to be consecrated Bishop in preference to Calefornia 
where he might have been detained too long. The Revd. 
Gentleman is also influenced in his choice of going to England 
by the greater facilities such a visit would give him in settling 
some business connected with his Mission. It is but justice 
to say of the Reverend Gentlemen that all his influence has 


not mentioned are included in the estimate and that the whole is to be delivered 
in the London Docks properly packed for shipping without any extra charge 
within one month from this date”. A. 6/27, fos. 8d.—9, Governor and Committee 
to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, October 8, 1845, advising the dispatch of 
a fire engine on board the Co/umbia. The works of Messrs. Merryweather & 
Sons Ltd., the direct business successors of Moses Merryweather, are now (1944) 
in Greenwich, and the Long Acre address is used as a showroom. See 4 Record 
of Two Centuries Being a Short History of the House of Merryweather ¥ Sons, 
of Long Acre & Greenwich, 1690-1901 (London, 1gor). 

* Karl Andreas Geyer, a German botanist. He was born in Dresden, Saxony, 
on November 30, 1809, and was the son of a market gradener. He died in the 
neighbouring town of Meissen on November 2 1, 1853. Geyer collected 
specimens in the Oregon Country during 1843 and 1844 for Kew Gardens, 
England, and for Dr. Asa Gray, the Harvard botanist. See Oregon Hist. Quar., 
XLI, C. M. Drury, “ Botanist in Oregon in 1843-44 for Kew Gardens, 
London ”’, pp: 182-8, and ibid., XLII, F. V. Colville, ‘‘ Added Botanical 
Notes on Carl A. Geyer ”, Pp: 323-4. 

2 Sir William Drummond Stewart, Bart. See H.B.8., Vol. IV, E. E. Rich 
(ed.), The Letters of Fohn McLoughlin from Fort Vancouver to the Governor and 
Committee First Series, 1825-38 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1941, and 
London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1941), pp. 126, 203, 204. 
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been exerted in our favor with all his flock, and any attention 
Your Honors may please to show him will, I am certain be 
gratefully remembered. 

74. Sir George Simpson writes me in the 8th Paragraph of 
his dispatch, dated Red River 16th June 1844,* “In the sketch 
of Account of Ot. 1842,2 transmitted to the Governor & 
Committee, you shew a profit on the business of the 
Establishment (alluding to Calefornia) of £2363. 3. 7, and on 
that of Ot. 1843, now received, a profit of £1848. 5/- There 
are two ways, however, of making up an Account, and 
according to our mode, we make on Ot. 1842, instead of a 
profit of £2363. 3. 7 a loss of £122. 9. 6.” But Sir George 
Simpson has not sent the account he got made out, and which 
I beg to submit, I think he ought to have done, to point out to 
us if there is any incorrectness in the account made by the 
Accountant here. I beg further to mention that Sir George 
Simpson labors under a mistake in the above statement of 
profits, as the accounts of Calefornia Outfit 1842, did not arrive 
at Vancouver in time, to be entered into the Accounts of the 
Columbia Department of that Outfit, we were under the necessity 
of blending them with the accounts of Ot. 1843, having, in 
closing the accounts of Ot. 1842, transferred the Balance of the 
Calefornia Outfit to Ot. 1843. For Ot. 1843, no Accounts were 
received from Calefornia, so that the Account (Copy of which _ 
I now send you) shewing a profit of £1848. 5., is made up F 
from the same data as the one shewing the gain of £2363. 3. 7 
with some trifling additions and the Sea Otters which Mr. Rae 
had traded after closing his Accounts for Ot. 1842, we have 
placed among the Returns and made a deduction from the 
Inventory, to pay for them. The Cash on hand likewise has 
been valued at 4/6d. in place of s/- p. dollar, as in the last 
account. Besides the Sea Otters, there is an additional 
quantity of hides, grease, & Wheat included in the Returns 
which Mr. Rae had traded after closing his accounts for Outfit 


1D. 4/33, fo. 88: 

2 A. 11/sr (enclosures), Fort Vancouver, September 2, 1843, account headed 
“ Calefornia Establishment Outfit 1842” showing a profit of £2,363. 35. 7d. 
The account for outfit 1843 has not been traced. 


: NOVEMBER 20, 1844 55 


1842. Mr. Secy. Barclay writes,1 “the Hides valued at 12/- 
produced only 11/-, and the Beaver valued at 32/- large and 
15/8 small, fetched at sale only 19/4 and 12/-.” The Hides 
to which the account? I sent refer, (of which No. 25? is a 
corrected statement) cannot be those to which Mr. Secy. 
Barclay alludes in his Letter rst April 1844, as the Hides to 
which the account I sent belong, left this in the Vancouver 
October 1843, and you see that the Hides alluded to in the 
account now sent are only valued at 10/6d. each, but valuing 
them at 11/- the large Beaver 19/4 and the small at 12/- each 
the prices stated in Mr. Secy. Barclay’s Letter, it reduces the 
profit from £1848. 5 to £1819. 8. 6, but this reduction will be 
more than covered, by the low valuation, put on the Sea Otters. 

75. I have troubled you with these details, to shew you, that 
the Calefornia accounts appear not to have been understood, at 
the same time I beg to state that the Calefornia business has 
not had a fair trial, to which we have not had the means, in 
consequence of the want of Shipping. At first, contrary to our 
expectation, instead of the Va//eyfield arriving here in May, she 
only made her appearance at this place in July, and then had to 
proceed to Puget’s Sound, as the hatches of our own vessel 
were too small to receive the Boilers for the Steamer, and she 
could only leave Puget’s Sound in October. 

76. In 1843, in place of being able to send a Vessel to 
Calefornia, we found ourselves unfortunately obliged to send 
two Vessels to the North West Coast, in consequence of the 
Columbia being loaded mostly with cargo from England, for the 
Russians; but still I advised Captn. Fowler to go there, as he 
might perhaps get a freight, and it might assist Mr. Rae in his 
business. 

77. In 1844, in the same way, we had to send two Vessels to 
the North West Coast, and all I could do, was to advise Captn. 


A. 6/26, fo. 111d., Barclay to McLoughlin, April 1, 1844. The following 
remarks in pencil, in Barclay’s writing, appear in the margin of the manuscript of 
McLoughlin’s letter: “The hides per Cowlitz were sold Augt. 1843 and 
averaged 11/3¢.—those pr. Vancouver were sold Aug. 1844 and averaged 10/2.” 
See p. 65. 


2 These accounts have not been traced. 
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Flere to call at St. Francisco, where perhaps he might get a 
cargo. But you will see more plainly how the vessels have 
been employed since 1842, by reference to the statement I 
forward herewith. 

78. In addition to my inability to give Mr. Rae the 
assistance which he had been led to expect, and which 
circumstances, beyond my _ controul, prevented my 
accomplishing, last Autumn the Vancouver could not take the 
Hides he sent to Woahoo to be shipped to London, and perhaps 
this season, it may be the same thing with the Co/umbia, but 
this has always been the case in any new branch of our business, 
as it requires time to bring matters to order. But in spite of 
all the disadvantages under which the Calefornia business has 
labored, it seems to me to present a fairer prospect than any 
new branch of business I have seen the Fur Trade enter into, 
not even excepting the establishing of new Posts for the Trade; 
but to do it justice, it would require a Vessel to be constantly 
upon the Coast, as it is certain, if we could not load her with 
Hides, we would always find valuable freight for her home. 
You see Mr. Rae writes you, he could have had 30,000 Hides 
on freight at 2/6 each, and for myself, were I a young man, and 
matters not changed from what they were in Calefornia two 
years ago, I know of no business I would sooner embark in 
than the trade of that Country, had I sufficient capital, as it 
would be necessary to have three vessels, in order to keep one 
always on the Coast. The Americans will be extremely happy 
to hear that we are withdrawing, as they know the value of the 
Trade. In the Congress Report of 1842/3, (which I took the 
liberty of sending to you last year), you see, from Mr. Pierce’s 
Letter to Mr. Lynn, what he says on the subject of our entering 
into this business, and to suppose that we could not manage it 
as well as them, is an inference, that I think cannot be borne 
out by the result of our operations when we have come in 
contact. The principal part of the people in the Trade, 
purchase their supplies at Woahoo and Valparaiso, and for 


1B. 223/b/31, fos. 192-193d., “ Statement of Voyages, performed by the 
Shipping attached to the Columbia department, since 1842 ”, see Appendix A, 


pp- 191-4. 


NOVEMBER 20, 1844 ney 


/ 


which they pay high, and are in general mere adventurers. 
The preference which the Calefornians give our Goods, with 
common management, would give us the controul of the 
business, and raise a British influence there, which, it is certain, 
the Calefornians are most anxious to encourage, as they have a 
national jealousy towards the Americans. 

79. As to Mr. Rae drawing to Messrs. Pelly & Allan, I beg 
to inform you, I instructed him to do so, in order to keep the 
business agoing until I had Your Honors’ decision, as | 
considered at the time, Hides at 1} dollars in cash, would be 
found a more profitable and safe remittance, than many of the 
Bills of Exchange purchased at Woahoo. 

80. I beg to advise the following Bills, now forwarded in the 
Packet p. the Bque. Columbia, vizt. 


Second of Exchange, on the Directors of 

the Russn. Amn. Coy. for amt. of freight 

p- Bque. Cowe/itz First transmitted via 

Siberia by C.T.McNiell £3950 16 o 
First of Exchange on Directors of Russn. 

Amn. Coy. Balance of Freight p. Diamond 807 7 oO 
First of Exchange on Directors of R.A.Co. 

for Grain & other Columbia Produce 


supplied 3063 3 «84 
Five Navy Bills, on account of H.M.Navy, 

for Supplies to H.M.Sloop Modeste feo, vo 4 
First of Exchange on Sir. W.D.Stewart Bart. 22 19 9 
One Bank of England Note 20 = — 


£4950 10. G 4067 0 F1 


81. On telling Captn. Scarborough, after he had unloaded 
the Cadboro, to prepare to go to sea, as I intended to send him 
to Calefornia, he told me he had found some rotten planks in 
the Vessel, and that they must be replaced before she could go 

_tosea. I told him to do so, and the carpenter, on taking them 
out, found the timbers so much decayed, that the Vessel may 
be considered next thing to useless. We have been repairing 
& patching defects as long as that would answer, but now she 
is completely beyond remedy, we will endeavour to keep her 
running till 1846, when I hope your Honors will send us the 
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Vessel requested in my letter of 4th July,! as we have no 
workman to build a vessel of that size, besides our timber is not 
good, and we find by experience, that to build a Vessel here, 
costs more than double the expense of one in London. ‘The 
Cadboro 1s so small, it took her from May till October to take 
the Outfits of Ft. Langley and Nisqually to these Posts, and 
yet the Columbia and Cowe/irz had to call at Victoria, and drop 
part of the Outfits of these places, from whence the Cadboro 
took it to them, and the Co/umbia had to stop there, on her way 
back from Sitka, to bring the Returns. | 

82. There is an apprentice of the name of John McLeod,? 
the son of the late Chief Factor A.R.McLeod, who applied 
for leave to go home, to retire from the Service, and as he can 
be dispensed with, according to his wish, I let him go home, 
and referred him to Your Honors as regards his request, he 
has conducted himself well. 

I have the Honor to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your most obedient 
& humble Servt. 
Jno. McLoucuuin 


CLE. 


‘See H.BS., VI, 196. A. 6/26, fo. 159d., Governor and Committee to 
Simpson, March 11, 1845, “ We notice the suggestion of C. Factor McLoughlin 
that a vessel of 200 tons and upwards, be provided for the country service to 
supply the place of the Cadéorc’.... In the present unsettled state of the 
Boundary question we are very unwilling to enlarge our country marine, but 
should that question be satisfactorily adjusted, and should the measure after due 
consideration be recommended by the Northern Council, we will either next or 
the following year provide a larger vessel in lieu of the Caddoro.” : r 

2 John Stuart McLeod, younger son and fourth child of Chief Factor Alexander 
Roderick McLeod (see H.B.8., III, 448-50) and a native woman, was baptised 
at the Red River Settlement on April 19, 1835. At the time of his father’s death 
in 1840 he was still a minor and was being educated by the Rev. Mr. Cresswell 
of Stratford, Essex. On the recommendation of Sir George Simpson and with 
the consent of Chief Factor John Stuart, executor to A. R. McLeod, young 
McLeod entered the naval service of the Hudson’s Bay Company as an apprentice 
for a term of five years. He sailed for the Columbia River on the Vancouver, 
Captain Duncan, in the autumn of 1841, and after nearly four years in the service he 
returned to England on the Co/uméia and was released from his contract in 184 52 
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Fort Vancouver 215¢ Nour. 18441 


Archibald Barclay Esqre. 
Secy. Hudson’s Bay Co. 


SIR, 
I have to acknowledge your letter of the 28th Septr. 
1843 ? by the Barque Brothers. 

The wishes of the Governor and Committee, in regard to 
Mr. Burke,® will meet with every attention, and his expenses 
will be charged, according to your directions, to the account of 
Sir W. Hooker.! 

I am informed that Mr. Burke spent the last summer, 
making collections in the rocky Mountains, where he was 
found in the month of October last, by the people of our 
incoming express, who brought him onwards to the Fort of 
Walla Walla. 

From that post, taking advantage of the departure of a party 
of our people, he proceeded, under their protection, into the 
Snake Country, and will probably be down here in course of 
the coming winter. 

It has not been in my power to obtain any nuts of the 


~ +A.11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It is 
endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “‘ Jno. McLoughlin Nov. 21/44 Recd. May 22/45 
Read May 28/45”, and the following added in pencil: ‘ Botanist Burke 
Captn. Flere California business Planing Machine.” 

2 A. 6/26, fos. 86-7. 

3 Joseph Burke, botanist, who sailed from London to York Factory in the 
Company’ ship Prixce Rupert in the summer of 184. 3. According to Oregon Hist. 
Quar., XLI, 186, Burke intended spending the winter of 1844-45 at Fort Hall 
and to “descend from thence...down towards the Sacramento River, into 
California”. We are indebted to the Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, for the information that prior to his journey to North America, Joseph 
Burke spent several years in the interior of South Africa collecting plants and 
animals for the Earl of Derby, and that his work was so satisfactory he was 
commissioned to undertake a similar errand in North America and California for 
the Earl of Derby and the Royal Botanic Gardens. 

Sir William Jackson Hooker (1785-1865), who was appointed director of 
the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew in 1841. 
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Calefornia Chesnut! for Sir William Hooker, but I will 
keep his wishes in mind, whenever we send a vessel to that 
country. 

I have written you under another cover on Bruce’s 2 case, and 
enclosed from him a Bill of £40 intended for his Uncle. 

You will observe from my letter to the Governor and 
Committee, that Captain Flere received a handsome freight 
from this river to the Sandwich Islands. In other respects he 
was treated in the most liberal manner, and in our dealings for 
supplies, the charges were made at the lowest possible rate. I 
also recommended him to Mr. Rae and to Messrs. Allan and 
Pelly at the Sandwich Islands, who, I am certain, have done 
every thing in their power to promote his interests. 

I have also to acknowledge your letter of the 1st April 1844, 
expressing the wishes and directions of the Governor and 
Committee, on various subjects, most of which have been fully 
noticed and replied to, in my letter to their Honors now 
forwarded. 

As to the Calefornia business, I have not heard from Mr. 
Rae since I wrote, still, though it was not started by me, and I 
was opposed to it,4 because I presumed we would not be allowed 
to manage it as it ought, up to the last date I must say I never 
saw a business in the country, begun under so many 
disadvantages, turn out so well. 

The planing Machine, which you propose sending for the 
purpose of being attached to the saw mill at this place, may 
answer a very good purpose, if we succeed in erecting and 
getting it to work well. To manage this, it will require a 
person, well acquainted with the principles and mode of 
constructing the machine, to repair defects and brakages, or it 
will never be made profitable or efficient. 


1 A. 6/26, fo. 86, Barclay to McLoughlin, September 28, 1843, “ Sir Wm. 
Hooker is extremely desirous to obtain some of the Nuts of the magnificent 
chestnut of California [Castanea Chrysophylla], the leaves of which I recollect 
are of a golden color on the under side, and if you have the means of procuring 
any, it would be as well to forward a few for him.” 

2 See H.B.8., VI, 192—3. 

3A. 6/26, fos. 111d.—112d. * See Introduction, p. xxi. 
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We have discovered, to our cost, that the Millwrights, who 
have been brought to this country from England, though they 
may excel in their own particular line, have not a genera! 
acquaintance with mechanics, and have failed, in almost every 
trial, in producing any good piece of machinery, out of the 
_ particular branch of the trade, to which they have been 
accustomed, showing the most glaring ignorance of those 
niceties of detail and arrangement, by which ease in working 
_ may be combined with the fullest velocity and power. If the 
machine is sent, we shall endeavour to turn it to advantage, but 
I can give no idea of the dimensions, nor of its bulk or cost, as 
I never saw one in operation. 

Tam 
Sir 
your obedient Servant 
Joun McLovucuun 


Fort Vancouver 23rd Novr. 1844! 


Archd. Barclay Esgqre. 
Secretary H.B.Coy. 


SIR 

I have shipped, by the Barque Columbia, a small box, 
addressed to you, containing specimens of a mineral found in 
the vicinity of “Flat Bow Lake”, on McGillivray’s River,? 
which I lately received from Chief Factor McDonald, who 


+A. 11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It is 
endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “ J. McLoughlin Nov. 23/44. Recd. May 22/45 
Read May 28/45 ”, and “ Lead Mine” added in pencil. 

* The Kootenay (McGillivray or Flatbow) River rises in British Columbia on 
the west slope of the Rocky Mountains. After flowing southwards into Montana 
it turns to the northwest, and, passing through Idaho, returns to British Columbia. 
It enters the south end of Kootenay (Flatbow) Lake, which it leaves at about the 
middle of the west side and then discharges into the Columbia River. The 
Kootenay district is now one of the chief centres of vein-mining, yielding 
auriferous and cupriferous sulphide ores and quantities of silver-bearing lead 
ores. 
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describes in the accompanying letter and sketch,! the most 
remarkable geological features of the place, so far as the very 
brief visit he made permitted observing them. 

From a small portion of the metal tested here, a considerable 
quantity of very fine soft lead was obtained; but our mode of 
analysis was not sufficiently accurate, to detect the traces of 
any more precious metal? Silver ore may, notwithstanding, be 
found associated with the lead, in sufficient quantities to make 
it an object of importance to the Company. This has been the 
case in many lead mines in North America; in one, for instance 
known as “ Livingstone’s Mine” in the State of New York, 
one ton of the antimonial Sulphuret of Lead has yielded as 
much as 118 ounces of Silver. 

It is not probable that mining operations could be carried 
on to advantage at Flat Bow Lake, the distance being about 600 
miles from the sea coast, and the water navigation, so difficult, 
and dangerous, that the metal would have to be transported 
with pack horses, more than half the distance by land. The 
mine is also on the South side of the Columbia river, and will — 
therefore, in all probability, eventually fall within the limits of 
the United States Territory, and, if the reported mineral 
wealth of that part of the country becomes known to the 


1A.11/51, Archibald Mcdonald to Douglas, Lower Columbia Lake, 
September 29, 1844. From Mcdonald’s letter and sketch it is clear that his 
discovery was made on the east shore of Kootenay Lake in the vicinity of the Blue 
Bell Mine located at Riondel, and now owned by the Consolidated Mining and 
Smelting Co. Ltd. In British Columbia Historical Quarterly, 1V, 235-6, A. G. 
Harvey has already disposed of the oft-told story attributing the discovery of the 
Blue Bell Mine to David Douglas in 1825, and now credit can be given to | 
Mcdonald, who wrote to James Douglas: “ By the light of a blazing fire which ~ 
warmed myself & my two Naked Companions for the night, I cut my initials in a 
large tree along side of us, to Commemorate my own dear name, as no Nook or 
Corner Could be spared me on the recently explored Hyperborian shore; and I 
do not know but I may yet claim the Kootonais treasure as 7 ozm—On voirera.” 
For an account of the beginnings of the mining industry in the Kootenay district 
see F. W. Howay, W.N. Sageand H. F. Angus, British Columbia and the United 
States... (Toronto, 1942), p. 264 et seq. 

*Tbid., Heathfield & Burgess, Experimental Chemists, Princes Square, 
Finsbury, April 27, 1846, ‘“‘ Examination of sample of lead ore. The ore contains, 
Sulphuret lead, large proportion, Iron (oxide), Lime, Silica, alumina.” 
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Americans, it will raise its value, and may become an additional 
motive with their. Government, to make good their claims. 
However this may be, I think it is only proper that the 
Governor and Committee should be informed of the fact, that 
we have discovered the ore in question, and it is with that view 
the specimens are forwarded. 

Iam 

Sir 
Your obt. Servant 
Joun McLovucuuin 


Fort Vancouver 24th Novr. 18441 
Archibald Barclay Esqr. 


SIR 

In reply to your letter of December 184 3,? directing 
‘me to retain such portion of the Bill, I was instructed to give 
Captain Flere, for balance of freight due to the Owners of the 
Barque Brothers, as might be considered equivalent to any loss, 
arising out of the delay of the voyage, I beg to state that, owing 
to the late arrival of the Cowelitz from Sitka, some weeks after 
the Brothers had entered this River, and the absence of our 
other ships on the coast, no vessel was kept waiting; and 
moreover that we contrived, by various shifts, to meet the 
demands of the nearest inland Posts; while the Brothers, by a 
singularly expeditious voyage from Cowes to this Port, was 
here, one day, before the Brigade arrived from the interior; 
and therefore in time to supply the wants of that trade; | 
Cannot say we sustained any positive loss, though, under 


*A.11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It 
is endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “Jno. McLoughlin Novr. 24/44 Recd. Mav 
22/45 Read May 28/45”, and “ Brothers Roberts Wm. Morwick & David 
Flett decd.” added in pencil. 

* A. 6/26, fos. gtd. —g2, Barclay to McLoughlin, December 2, 1843. 
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ordinary and less favorable circumstances, the loss might have 
been very serious. 

I therefore paid Captain Flere the full Balance of freight, 
due on the voyage. 

Mr. Roberts remains in the company’s employ, to take his 
chances of the service, in preference to taking a farm at 
Nisqually, and I think he has made a wise decision. 

The Company’s late servants, William Morwick and David 
Flett,! do not appear to have left any testamentory disposition 
of their property; as nothing of the kind was found among 
their effects, or deposited in our office, whence I think we may 
fairly conclude, that they died intestate, a conclusion rendered 
more probable by the general indifference of our people, who 
have seldom much property to leave, about such matters. 

It is barely probable, however, that such a document may 
have been left by them at York factory; but if so, it would 
probably have been forwarded to you, when their demise was 
reported to the Officer in charge of that establishment. 

Iam 
Sir 
Your obt. St. 
Jno. McLoucuiin 
Chief Factor 


1 This paragraph is in reply to Barclay’s letter to McLoughlin of December 5, 
1843 (A. 6/26, fo. 94d.), stating that the relatives of Morwick and Flett were 
claiming monies left with the Company. Morwick, a native of the Orkneys, was 
shot by Indians when he was postmaster in charge of Fort Babine in January, 
1843, and an account of the incident is given by A. G. Morice in The History of 
the Northern Interior of British Columbia....(Toronto, 1905), pp. 211-17. 
Morwick’s balance of £67. 155. 2d. was paid to his brother and three sisters in 
September, 1845. Flett, who was Archibald Mcdonald’s servant at Fort Colvile, 
was drowned at the Dalles on May 31, 1842. See H.B.S., V1, 57. His balance 
of £26. 9s. gd. in the Company’s hands was paid to his father, David Flett of 
Harray by Stromness, in March, 1845. 
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Vancouver 25th Nov. 1844! 


To Archibald Barclay Esqre. 
Secretary H.B.Company 


Dear SIR 
On examining my letter of 21st Nov. 1844, I see I made 
- some omissions in regard to the 6th and 7th paragraph of yours 
of the rst April last. The hides and beaver you mentioned 
cannot be those in the account which you allude to, as they 
only left this in 1843, and the receipt of the sales seeing that 
the hides had been overvalued, I had the account made out a 
fresh, and valued the hides at only ros. 6d.,2 and which a/c is 
now sent among the documents forwarded, and shows a profit 
of {1848.5 and I beg to state that it has been perfectly out of 
our power to furnish that assistance to Mr. Rae, to do justice 
_to the business. In the first place the Valleyfield left England 
too late in 1841 & did not get to Calefornia in time for the 
trade in 1842—Again in 1843 we could not send a Vessel to 
Mr. Rae as we had to send the Columbia with the Russian 
Goods to Sitka. In 1844, in the same way, it was out of my 
power to send a vessel to Mr. Rae as the Russians required so 
much wheat, that we had to send the Cowe/irz and Columbia to 
the North West Coast, so that Mr. Rae found himself all the 
time without a Vessel to go along the Coast to collect hides; 
another drawback which the business has suffered. The 
Vancouver in 1843, as you are aware by this time, left 
Hides, sent by Mr. Rae to Woahoo in consequence of not 
being able to take them on board. And this year it is probable 
the Columbia will not be able to take the Hides sent by Mr. 
Rae to Woahoo. In fact we have had more calls on us than 


*A.11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It is 
endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “J. McLoughlin Nov. 25th/44 Recd. May 
22/45 Read May 28/45”, and “ California trade” added in pencil. 

* The following pencilled remark in Barclay’s writing appears in the margin: 
“realized only 10/2.” See p.55. The corrected account sent by McLoughlin 
has not been traced. 

E 
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we had the means of accomplishing, from the want of Vessels, 
and seeing by the accounts I sent in 1843 that the Calefornia 
business in spite of all the difficulties thrown in its way by the 
heavy duties &c. it had to pay, that it showed a fairer prospect 
than any branch of business, that I had seen the fur trade enter 
on, not even excepting the establishing of new posts for the fur 
trade, I thought it probable their Honors would consider it 
advantageous to continue the trade, I therefore instructed 
Mr. Rae to draw on Messrs. Pelly & Allan for cash, so as to 
keep the business a going till their Honors decision was known, 
at the same time that I considered hides at a dollar and a half 
each cash, a safer and more profitable remittance, as they 
would be taken home in our Vessel, than any Bill Messrs. 
Pelly & Allan would purchase at Woahoo. And I hope the 
importance of the subject will be considered as an apology for 
my reverting to it. 
I am 
Your obedient 
humble Servt. 
Jno. McLovucuiin 
Oe Ss le Ce. 


Vancouver 25th Nov. 18441 


Arch. Barclay Esqre. 
Secy. H.H.B.Company 


SIR 

There is a gentleman of the name of Gyer who goes to 
England in the Co/umbia he came to the Country Summer 
1843 has been till a few days in the Rocky Ms. and was 
recommended to me by Sir W. D. Stewart of Murthly Castle 
north Britain who requested me to furnish necessary supplies - 


1 A.11/51. Only the signature and the statement of Karl Geyer’s account are 
in McLoughlin’s writing. The letter is endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “ Jno. 
McLoughlin Nov. 25/44 Recd. May 22/45 Read May 28/45”, and “ Geyer 
£122. 19.9 chd. to a/ Jno. McLoughlin ” added in pencil. See p. 160. 
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and send him to London in the Company’s ship and that he 
would pay the expense & accordingly goes home But as Sir 
W. D. Stewart has forgot to write me on whom to draw for the 
money you will please to charge it to my a/c and when Sir W. 
D. Stewart pays it in put it to my credit. 

Tam 

Sir 
Your obed. hum. Servt. 
Jno. McLoucuuirn 


Amt. of Mr. Giers a/c 
Goods £22.19.9 
Passage 100. 0.0 


P122.19.5 


Vancouver 6 Fan. 18451 


Private 
Sir J. H. Pelly Bt. 


Dear Sir 

I am happy to be able to inform you that the Cow/itz 
which left this the 29 July last with Wheat for Sitka and a few 
articles for the trade of the N.W. coast safely Entered the 
Columbia on the 15th Ult.—the cause of her long Detention 
on this Voyage is owing to her having Wheat on Board which 
prevented her unloading except in fair Weather she was 
Detained a month by Rain while unloading at Sitka. 

Gov. Etoline wrote requesting We would send him two 
thousand Bushels Wheat in addition to the Regular supply 
But as it is not worth while to send a Vessel with so small 
a quantity I sent him what the Vessel could carry in addition 
to the supplies for the coast say seven thousand five hundred 
Bushels—But as Gov. Etoline writes if we send more Wheat 


*A.11/51. This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It is endorsed in 
Barclay’s writing: “ Jno. McLoughlin to Sir J. H. Pelly Bart. Jany. 6/45”. 
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than he Demands he will receive it but give no Bill for it till 
the Date fixed for the Delivery of the Wheat is come—It is 
therefore very improbable that we will send again any Wheat 
in advance or Indeed more than the quantity contracted for as 
it will not answer to send a Vessel with two thousand Bushels 
Wheat from this to Sitka unless there is something Else with 
which to fill her up for the coast. 

Nothing new has Occurred since I had the Honor to address 
you by the Columbia Capt. Duncan Except that the Oregon 
Legislature has met and passed a Law repealing the clause in 
the act of the Last session which made the Southern Banks of 
the Columbia their northern Limits—and now they claim 54 
as their Northern Limits. 

I Enclose with this a copy of my Letter to R. C. Wyllie? 
Esqr. a Gentleman with whom I became acquainted while in 
England in 1839—In reply to some queries he addressed me 
—and which shew the state of politics in this country—Mr. 
Wyllie came to Oahu with Consul General Millar and at the 
time of his writing me was acting consul for her Majesty at 
Oahu. 

It is impossible to say what may happen—still I must say I 
do not like to see these men pertinaciously adhere to 54 as 
there northern Boundary—and if they should attempt to 
infringe our Rights—we will oppose them as much as we 
echae 

As it would lose too much time at this season to bring the 
Vessel up here to Load with Lumber—she proceeds in Ballast 
to Oahu for Salt and Sugar on the way she will call at S. 
Francisco to Deliver a Letter to Chief trader Rae instructing 
him to Wind up the Hudson Bay Companys affairs in Calefornia 
as soon as possible. 

I am 
Dear Sir 
your obedient 
humble Servant 
Joun McLovucuuiin 

1.11/51, McLoughlin to Wyllie, Fort Vancouver, January 6, 1845. See 

Appendix A, pp. 257-8. 
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Gov. Etoline writes me he received possitive Instructions 
for St. Petersburgh not to proceed to the trial of the murderers 
of my late Son But to return them to British authorities— 
this must proceed from the false impression made by the 
Depositions Sir G. Simpson took. 

J. McLoucuuin 


Vancouver 20 March 1845} 


To A. Barclay Esquire 
Secy. Honble. Hudsons Bay Compy. London 


SIR 

In the Requisition, now sent to London, for Shipment 
1846, is the following memorandum. 

To be sent to Vancouver by the Vessel sailing from London 


1845, 
4 Pieces wire Cloth 5 feet long, 9} inches broad No: 56 
mn 


4» » do. Ley sort ee » pe eNO: $2 
4 5) » do. 555 » 94 ” i= INO. 64 
4 5) 9 do. Sas > Ot > NO; 54 
4» » do. 5 55 » 94 » eo; 32 
4 do 9} pay NOs 0 


5) » : 5 ” ”» 4 ” 
t Proof Staff § feet long 4 inches broad. 
2 Logs Beech 12 feet long, 12 in. by 14 inches, as logs 
for Abernethy’s Mill. 


Which I request you will please lay before their Honors, 
on the receipt of this, as it is important these articles be here 
if possible in 1846. 
I am, Your obedient Servant 

Joun McLovucu in 
Cal wH.B.Co. 


*A.11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It 
is endorsed in Barclay’s writing: ‘‘ Jno. McLoughlin March 20/45”. 
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Vancouver 20 March 1845! 
To A. Barclay Esqr. 
Secretary Hudson Bay Co. London 


SIR 
May I Request the favour of your causing the postage on 
the accompanying to be paid and charged to my account and 
the letter to be forwarded as p. Address and oblige 
Your obedient 
humble Servant 
Jno. McLoucuuiin 


Vancouver 20th March 1845? 
To A. Barclay Esqr. 
Secy. Honble. H.B.Co. 


SIR 

According to Request I Beg to forward with the census? 
of the native population about Vancouver Fort Langley 
Nisqually and Fort George—and the officers in charge of the 
posts in the Interior are instructed to Deliver the census of. 
the native population about their Respective Establishments 


to Mr. Dougald McTavish who will forward them to you 


with this. 
The census from the Establishments on the coast will be 
here only this fall when it will be sent you by the Cow/irz. 
lam Sit 
your obedient 
Humble Servant 
Jno. McLovucuiin 


*A.11/51. This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It is endorsed in Barclay’s 
writing: “ Jno. McLoughlin March 20/45 Recd. Nov. 4/45 Pr. P. Albert”. 

*A.r1/5t. This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It is endorsed in 
Barclay’s writing: “ Jno. McLoughlin Mar. 20/45.” 

°’This census record has not been traced, but in the “‘ Census of the Indian 
‘Tribes in the Oregon Territory from Lat. 42° to Lat. 54°40’ North derived from 
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Vancouver 21st March 1845} 


Governor and Committee 
Honble. Hudson Bay London 


Honste. Srrs 

I Beg to inform you that I have drawn this Day on you 
for the sum of fifty five pounds ten shillings and three pence in 
favour of Messrs. Silver & Co. which please pay and charge 


to the account of 
your obedient 


humble Servant 
Jno. McLoucutiin 


Vancouver, 28/2 March 1845 


To The Governor, Deputy Governor 
and Committee Honble. Hudson’s Bay Coy. 


Honste. Sirs 
Though I have fully reported to Governor Sir George 
Simpson and the Council, on the affairs of this place, yet as 


the Trading Lists of the H.B. Company and from the best obtainable 
information ” enclosed by Lieutenants Warre and Vavasour (see p. 96, n. 2) 
in their letter to the Secretary of State for the Colonies dated Fort Vancouver, 
November 1, 1845, the total Indian population is given as 86,948. (Public 
Record Office, London, F.O. 5, vol. 457, “ Papers Relative to the Expedition of 
Lieuts. Warre & Vavasour to the Oregon Territory’). A copy of this census 
record is printed in R. M. Martin, The Hudson’s Bay Territories and Vancouver's 
Island ...(London, 1849), pp. 80-2, and in Oregon Hist. Quar., X, 61. A 
fuller census record compiled from estimates made in 1838 and later is to be 
found in P.R.O., London, F.O. s, vol. 457, Warre and Vavasour to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, Fort Garry, June 16, 1846, and part is printed in P. 
Kane, Wanderings of an Artist among the Indians of North America (London, 
1859), Appendix. 

+A. 10/19. This letter isin McLoughlin’s writing. It is endorsed in Barclay’s 
writing: “ J. McLoughlin March 21 1845 Recd. Nov. 4 1845 pr. P. Albert.” 

*B. 223/b/33, fos. 170-2. Only the signatures to this letter are in 
McLoughlin’s writing. 
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there is a possibility of this reaching you before you hear from 
Red River I avail myself of the opportunity it affords to 
forward you a copy of my letter! to Consul General Miller, 
conveying the intelligence of the only occurrence out of the 
usual routine that has occurred at this place, which I was 
induced to do, as if Williamson and his followers persist in 
their unjustifiable conduct, it may lead to important 
consequences. 

I thought it my duty to communicate it under a private 
cover to the Consul General, as he is the nighest British 
Authority, that he may be aware of our situation; and to send 
him a Copy of my Letter to Your Honors dated 12th August 
1828,? communicating the manner in which 15 of Mr. Jedediah 
Smith’s men (this Mr. Smith was the leader of an American 
party) had been murdered by the Umpqua Indians; of my 
remarks to you on Mr. Cushing’s Report from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs,* to whom was referred a message from the 
President of the United States, together with a resolution of 
the House in relation to the Territory of the United States 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, and an Extract of my letter to 
you dated 15th November 1843! on Captn. Spaulding’s letter, 
that he might be fully aware that all these reports spread 


against us are unfounded as well as the assertion of Mr. © 


Benton in the Senate of the United States and repeated in the 
same place by Mr. Buchanan, that we have caused five hundred 
American Citizens to be murdered by our people or by Indians 
under our influence; as unless he saw these statements and 
assertions refuted and proved to be, as they are, false and 
calumnious, they would leave a wrong impression on his mind. 

Tam happy to find, as you see by the Executive Committee’s 
Answer,® that they have taken a correct view of the case. But 

* B. 223/b/33, fos. 40-6, McLoughlin to Miller, March 24, 1845. See 
Appendix A, pp. 259-69. 

? This should be August 10, 1828. See H.B.8., IV, 68-70. 

* B. 223/b/33, fos. 5rd.—62d. See Appendix A, pp. 269-82. 

+See HBS V1, 419-10: 

* James Buchanan (1791-1868), Secretary of State under J. Knox Polk’s 


administration of 1845-49, and fifteenth President of the United States, 1 857-60. 
6 See Appendix A, p. 266. 
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as their authority, by their organization, is limited to the South 
side of the Columbia, they could only interfere by their personal 
influence, and my object in addressing them was to prevent 
misrepresentation, and to show our desire to avoid doing 
anything in a harsh manner. Indeed our conduct and 
proceedings, seem from their expressions to us, to be highly 
approved of by all the American Citizens except Williamson 
and his few followers. In fact one of the leaders, whom I know 
came here highly prejudiced against us and is perhaps most 
opposed of all the Immigrants to the British Nation having 
any part of Oregon, is reported to have said he considered 
Williamson and his party acted so improperly that if he 
persisted, we had only to load cannon and he would come and 
fire them on them. Still this may be all but words, as we must 
keep in mind that these men are animated with strong national 
feelings and strongly opposed to British interests, and that the 
conduct of a few like Williamson might lead to very serious 
and important consequences. 

There is a call for a convention of the people, to meet in 
June, to form a constitution, and I am of opinion if the 
Boundary is not settled in eighteen months, they will declare 
themselves independant. 

It is reported that some of the Immigrants last come have 
said that every man who has an Indian wife ought to be driven 
out of the Country, and that the half breeds should not be 
allowed to hold lands. This report was communicated to the 
Canadians by one of the American trappers who has an Indian 
wife, and excites great sensation among the Americans and 
Canadians who have half-breed families. But the persons 
accused of suggesting this measure deny it, but others say still 
it is true, and one of the American trappers believes it so firmly, 
that he bought powder and ball to prepare himself to resist. 

On the whole, I feel confident, if we can avoid getting into 
difficulties with these persons for one year, that all this hostile 
feeling towards us will cease as they become better acquainted 
with us, as it is entirely national and commercial, as they 
express themselves in the highest terms of the assistance we 
afforded the distressed Immigrants, and towards us individually. 
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But we are a Monopoly, though every one of them must admit 
that we are no Monopoly in regard to them, and which they do 
admit. But then we are British, and maintain and extend 
British influence in opposition to American Interests and 
influence, and it is this which annoys them. 

As to us, we avoid (unless brought forward by them) 
speaking on the Boundary, as it would be to no purpose; but 
when brought forward—we believe the United States wish 
to get Puget Sound for a Naval Station, and that if Britain 
gives up the Columbia, she gives up all water communication 
with the Interior, and would virtually give up the whole 
Interior Country to the Americans, and which renders it a 
most difficult question; and as it is an affair of Government, 
and will be settled without asking our opinion or requiring 
our consent, we do not trouble ourselves about it. 

As to us we will act prudently, do our duty, maintain our 
rights, and trust that a kind Providence will conduct us through 
these difficulties. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the Vancouver Captn. — 
Mott arrived at Fort Victoria on the 18th February, and ~ 
anchored at this place yesterday. She delivered her cargo for 
Fort Victoria in excellent order, and I hope what she has 
consigned to this place will be in the same good condition. 
Captn. Mott spoke the Co//ingwood, Admiral Seymour,' who 
informed him a 44 gun frigate was to visit Puget Sound, but 
visiting the Sound can be of no use to us, and a vessel of war 
to be of use ought to come to this place, to effect which she. 
ought not to draw more than 15 ft. Captn. Mott lost two 
of his men by desertion at the Island of Juan Fernandez. 

I have the honor to be 
Your obedt. humble Servant 
Joun McLovucu iin 


P.S. As Your Honors have the original of the documents, of. 
which I send copies to Consul General Miller, to avoid 


unnecessary expense, I send you none. Jno. McLoucuiin 


‘ Rear-admiral Sir George Francis Seymour, Commander-in-Chief in the 
Pacific during 1844-48. 


Jt 
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The Reports of the American Congress in which are Mr. 
Cushings Report, as also Captn. Spaulding’s letter, and 
Messrs. Benton & Buchanan’s speeches are widely circulated 
in the States and on board of American vessels of War in these 
Seas, and excite prejudices against us. It is on this account 
that I have addressed the accompanying Letters and the 
documents mentioned in them to Consul General Miller, 


without waiting for your sanction. 
Jno. McLovucuuim 


Vancouver 19th Fuly 18461 


T’o the Governor, Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
Honble. Hudson’s Bay Coy. London 


Honste. Srrs 

It is my painful duty to report to you that Mr. W. G. 
Rae, Chief Trader, in charge of the Company’s affairs in 
Calefornia, is no more, having put an end to his life on the 
19th January last, as stated in the following extract of Mr. 
Forbes, the British Vice Consul’s, letter? to me dated San 
Francisco 21st January last. “ It becomes my painful duty to 
inform you of the death of the Honble. Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Agent at this place, W. G. Rae Esquire, who on 
the morning of Sunday r9th Instant put a period to his 
existence with a pistol, the ball of which passed through his 
brain, and instant death ensued. This dreadful intelligence 
reached me the same night, and instantly I took my horse, and 


*A.11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It 
is endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “ Jno. McLoughlin July 19/45 Recd. Feby. 
10/46 par. 16 copied and sent to Ld. Aberdeen first 10 pages relate to Calefornian 
business—t1o.11 Cow/itz & Cadborough crops—11.12.13 Wallamet proceedings 
13.14.15.16. proposed change in the managemt. W. of Mounts.—16. deserters 
fm. Brigade—17.18.19. proposal for supplying the French at Tahiti with 
provisions—17. damaged flour sent to S.I.—articles reqd. to be sent to S.I. fm. 
Cola. spars &c.” 

2 B. 223/b/33, fos. 187-91. 
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arrived at Yerba Buena at daylight. On examination, I found 
that the deceased had left the documents, whose copies I 
herewith transmit, by which you will perceive that the Honble. 
Company’s Establishment has been left by the deceased Mr. 
Rae under my charge. Even had this not been done by him, 
I should have acted exactly as I have done and intend to do 
until I shall be honored with your commands, and shall see an 
authorized person from you to relieve me from the responsibility 
now lying upon me. Meantime I must take the liberty to 
assure you, that although my connexion with the Honble. 
Hudson’s Bay Company ceased some two years ago under 
disagreeable circumstances,’ I shall again stand forward in time 
of necessity, and again prove its true friend. You will perceive 
by the document marked A that the unfortunate Gentleman 
declares having become involved in difficulties from which he 
could not extricate himself, and the causes thereof; a statement 
in round numbers of the value of the property belonging to 
the Establishment, and his presage of its total loss; as also 
the names of his principal enemies. I shall, in the first place, 
endeavour to set your mind at ease respecting the destruction 
of the books, papers, and property of the Honorable Company. 
In my accompanying official letter, you will please find me 
responsible for all and every paper, books, documents, and 


1 James Alexander Forbes’s first connection with the Hudson’s Bay Company 
in California was apparently made at the end of 1833 or early in 1834, when 
Duncan Finlayson made use of his services. “Thereafter he was employed by the 
Company on several occasions, and on January 12, 1842, (D. 4/59, p. 160), Sir 
George Simpson instructed Rae to employ Forbes “as an Agent for the sale of 
goods & purchase of Hides throughout the Bay and along the Coast...”. 
Simpson, Fourney Round the World, 1, 304, speaks of Forbes as “ living near the 
mission of San José Guadalupe, and acting, in that neighbourhood, as agent of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company”. The exact nature of the “ disagreeable 
circumstances ”’ mentioned above is not known, but McLoughlin wrote to Rae 
on May 28, 1843, saying, “I am sorry Mr. Forbes has not come up to our 
expectations, and of course you will, if necessary, part with him on as good terms 
as you can, as no explanation would remedy the past the best way is not to employ 
him in future.” (B. 223/b/30, fo. 13d.) According to Forbes’s own account, 
when he was informed in 1842 “that the California Establishment was to 
be discontinued”, he considered his contract with the Company void. 
(B. 223/b/33, fo. 88, Forbes to McLoughlin, January 21, 1845.) 
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property that has been actually left in the Establishment by the 
deceased Mr. Rae; and even were that property to fall a 
sacrifice through the imprudence of that Gentlemen, or by any 
other cause, to the political storm now raging,! it will only be 
abandoned with the British Flag flying over it, and proper 
measures taken to secure your claim against the Mexican 
Government, whose Departmental Executive has by his very 
_ improper conduct, thrown the responsibility of all and every 
spoliation that may take place upon his Government, as I shall 
presently explain.” A copy of Mr. Forbes’ letter will be sent 
by the Company’s Vessel, as beyond the Extract herein given, 
it contains only an account of the two insurrections in Calefornia, 
and that Mr. Rae had joined the first insurrection as a 
Volunteer, which Mr. Birnie Junr.? who was there at the time 
tells me is not the case. He says that several days after the 
Calefornians had risen in arms against their Government, that 
Mr. Rae went to their camp to see how affairs were going on, 
and that though they pressed him to join them in their struggle 
for Independence, he would not consent, but remained there a 
few days as a spectator, but in the same manner as many others 
did who had seen the tyrannical and brutal conduct of the 
Mexican soldiers towards the Calefornians and Residents in 
the Country. I presume however that Mr. Rae went in feeling 
with the Calefornians. 

2. Mr. Rae had determined some days before he put a 
period to his existence, on committing the fatal act, as is evident 


1 Growing dissatisfaction with Mexican rule was one of the causes which led 
to the various revolts in California from the 1830's until 1848, when California 
was ceded to the United States. In 1844-45 the leading natives of California 
headed a revolt which eventually drove: Manuel Micheltorena out of office. 
There was talk of independence, but sectional and personal jealousies could not 
be overcome. According to Forbes’s account of the insurrection (B. 223/b/33, 
fos. 188d—189), a small party of Californians revolted near Monterey and 
proceeded to the north, where they were joined by ex-Governor Alvarado. 
Agents were sent to Yerba Buena to secure ammunition and lances, and some of 
Rae’s friends persuaded him to supply a quantity of powder and ball, and to 
become responsible for one hundred lances. Cf. R. G. Cleland, 4 History of 
California: the American Period (New York, 1923), pp. 156-9. 


* Robert Birnie, a son of James Birnie. 
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from the copy now sent of the two documents, and which are 
referred to in Mr. Forbes’ Letter, A. No. 11 & 2.2 : 

3. You see in the rst A dated 18th Jany. the late Mr. Rae 
states, “ I hereby declare I have got myself into difficulty 
through the intrigue and malice of others”, and in the 
Postscript dated the 20th though it was only the 19th, he 
names Mr. Ridley,* Mr. Hinkly,* and Mr. Spiers, and the 
Foreigners in the Country, as the persons whom he blames. 
Mr. Forbes writes, he is of opinion that Mr. Rae had some 
foundation for supposing that these three persons named, had 


* A. 11/51, fo. 116, “ A. No. 1, Yerba Buena, 18th January 1845 To All 
whom it may concern I hereby declare that I have got myself into difficulty 
through the intrigue and malice of others, but that I have never intentionally 
wronged the Hudson’s Bay Coy. a single farthing, that their property will be 
squandered, books destroyed, and no outstanding debts appear remg. after I am 
no more I am satisfied of, but this the Company ought to blame themselves for as 
they have entirely neglected the Calefa. trade in not sending Vessels here to 
receive the Returns at the time they were collected. This is truth, so help me 
God. (Sd.) W. G. Rae.” 

* Ibid., ““ No. 2 The amount of property I should estimate in Furs, Hides & 


Tallow at twenty four thousand dollars $24,000 
Cash & Goods eight thousand 8,000 
House & Debts sixteen thousand 16,000 

Total forty eight thousand Dollars $48,000 


I am certain the amount is greater than this, but the whole will be lost to the 
Hudson’s Bay Coy. through the intrigue of Mr. Ridley, Mr. Hinckly, Mr. 
Spear, and I believe the Foreigners in this Country. Let them take care of my 
unfortunate (or unhappy) family, till they are sent to the Columbia to their 
friends and that is all I ask—may God bless & protect them, sincerely wishes 
(Sg.) W. G. Rae Yerba Buena 2oth Jany. 1Saee" 

3 B. 223/b/33, fo. 189d., Forbes to McLoughlin, San Francisco, January 21, 
1845, ° This Young man [Ridley] was employed by Mr. Rae for collecting about 
the Bay and being of a forward volatile disposition, insinuated himself so much 
and associated so much with Mr. Rae, that this gentleman was induced to assist 
him in getting married, immediately permitting him to reside with his wife in 
the Company’s house. I cannot say that I think Ridley dishonest, but I am certain 
that he has told Mr. Rae many untruths, and contributed greatly to involve that 
gentleman in many difficulties. Yet I consider it highly impolitic to discard 
Ridley, and shall retain him, for the present under strict surveillance.” 

4 Probably identical with the Captain Hinckly mentioned in H.B.S., 1V, 1865 
210, 212. Simpson, Fourney Round the World, I, 413, mentions meeting him in 
San Francisco in 1841. 
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been playing a double part with him, but Robert Birnie is of a 
different opinion, and says he does not know any reason Mr. 
Rae had for thinking so, except that these persons in common 
with the Foreign Traders, are extremely hostile to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, from the spirit of rivalry in trade, & are 
extremely elated at the H.B.Co. withdrawing from the business 
as is natural, as being mere adventurers who have to pay a high 
advance on their Goods at Valparaiso and Woahoo, they felt 
they could not compete with the Hudson’s Bay Compy., who 
import their Goods direct from London. 

4. Mr. Ridley whom Mr. Rae mentions, is brother to 
Ridley * who was in the Company’s Naval Service at this place. 
Mr. Rae had to employ him to collect the Hides jn consequence 
of his being obliged to discharge Montrose McGillivray 2 whom 
Sir George Simpson left with him. I had sent Robert Birnie 
with Mr. Rae, but Sir George Simpson discharged him, though 
I told him at the time my reasons for preferring, when I made 
the selection, Birnie to McGillivray, as though the last is more 
intelligent, I feared he would be dissipated, and I knew that 
Birnie was steady. At the time Birnie left Calefornia to come 


1 James Henry Ridley was one of the Greenwich Apprentices (see H.B.S., IV, 
107, n. 3) who joined the Company’s marine service in January, 1830. He was 
unable to go to Columbia River immediately as he broke his left arm just before 
the Dryad was due to sail, but he was well enough in the summer of 1830 to make 
a voyage to York Factory in the Prince Rupert, and in November, 1830, he sailed 
for Columbia River in the Ganymede. Whilst on the North West Coast he served 
as an apprentice in the Cadéoro and the Dryad. He returned to England in the 
Dryad in 1836, and in that summer he went to York Factory in the Esquimaux. 
This vessel had to be abandoned off Cape Tatnam in October, 1836, and the 
crew were obliged to winter near York Factory. Ridley apparently left the 
Company’s service on his return to England in the autumn of 1837. 

*E. 4/1, fo. 120, records the baptism of Montrose, son of Chief Trader Simon 
McGillivray, junior, and a native woman, at the Red River Settlement on April 
19, 1835. Montrose McGillivray was born about 1822 and entered the service 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company as an Apprentice Postmaster in 1838. He was 
attached to the Columbia District from about 1839 until he left the service in 
1846 to go to Red River Settlement. He re-entered the Company’s service in 
1847 and served in New Caledonia until his death in 1850. A. 16/47, fo. 166, 
the legacy referred to above, viz. “£200 Halx. Cy, at 10 p. Ct. Prem. of Ex.”, 
amounting to £163. 125. gd. sterling was transferred from Simon McGillivray’s 
account to that of Montrose McGillivray on June 1, 1845. 
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here last Spring, in obedience to his Father’s orders, he was 
earning four hundred dollars p. annum, and his employers 
wish his Father would let him return; while Montrose 
McGillivray is given to liquor and has dissipated his Father’s 
legacy. I mention these facts to show that Mr. Rae was 
obliged to act as he did, and that I was correct in my selection. 

5. Mrs. Rae! writes me that for two days preceding his 
death, Mr. Rae was employed in writing, but afterwards he 
destroyed the letters he wrote; that he told her repeatedly he 
was in trouble; and that he did not sleep a wink the two 
preceding nights. On the third he slept a little, and on his 
awakening in the morning he called to Mrs. Rae, who had a 
few days before been confined in childbirth, and told her that 
his troubles lay heavy upon him. Sheasked what these troubles 
were, he replied several, and that the principal one was, that he 
had heard all the Foreigners were hostile to the Company, and 
that they were going to attack him that same day, to tie and 
beat him to death, and further said that all he wished was that 
they would not injure her and her children, he continued, that 
he would sooner take his own life than suffer himself to be 
abused. ‘‘Do not think of that”’, was her exclamation, 
‘consider the state of your family, what will become of me 
and our poor children, and how very sinful it is for any one 
to raise a hand against his own life”. “It is true”, he 
answered, “‘ but I cannot help it”, and began to play with 
the children. A short time afterwards he got up and began to 
dress himself, but before he put his coat on the nurse came 
in and Mr. Rae went into the dining room. He soon afterwards 
came back to Mrs. Rae’s room and gave her two papers, telling 
her to take care of them as they were important to her. 
Perceiving a great change in his countenance and remembering 
what he had just said about destroying himself, she felt greatly 
alarmed, and asked him what was the matter. He replied ina 
hurried manner, “ nothing, nothing ” and went into the next 
room, whither she dragged herself as fast as she could. On 
reaching the door of the bedroom she saw her unfortunate 
husband present a pistol to his forehead and draw the trigger, 

1 Eloisa, daughter of John McLoughlin. She married Rae in 1838. 


- 
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but it not going off he threw it on the ground, and seizing 
another pistol with six barrels, he snapped it three times at his 
head before she could get to him, when she caught him with 
both her hands by the collar of his waistcoat, and fell to the 
ground in a swoon, the noise of which brought in Wm. 
Sinclair, a young lad, who was desired by Mr. Rae to assist him 
to carry Mrs. Rae to her bed, but as she still kept hold when 
laid on her bed, she did not let him go till he had promised he 
‘would not repeat the attempt. A short time after, he came to 
her and told her he was going to Captn. Hinkley’s to give 
himself up, and as he turned to walk away, she saw a pistol in 
his pocket. She immediately asked him what he was going to 
do with it. He made no answer, but rushed into the next 
room, put the pistol to his forehead, fired, and fell instantly 
dead. 

6. Mr. Rae was greatly distressed at not hearing from Your 
Honors, or as often as he expected from me, though I wrote 
him by every Vessel of ours that went there, and also by every 
Vessel that went to Woahoo. But the Traders on the Coast 
are accused of destroying and detaining letters given to their 
charge, and this may be the cause of Your receiving no letters 
from Mr. Rae, as of his not receiving mine, though he was aware 
from report that such had been done, he did not feel this silence 
so muchas his not receivinga letter from me by H.M.S. Modeste, 
though Captain Baillie had letters from me which he forgot to 
deliver, and took them to Woahoo and gave them to Messrs. 
Pelly & Allan, who on hearing of the death of Mr. Rae sent them 
back to me by the Bque. Cowe/itz. The non-receipt of these 
letters I am afraid led him to suppose he was neglected by me, 
and that feeling, together with the reverses which attended the 
Calefornians in the commencement of their second Insurrection 
in January, when they were compelled to retire before the 
Mexicans into Southern Calefornia, preyed on his mind and 
drove him to the desperate act, as he thought the Mexicans 
would seize on the H.B.Coys. property, in consequence of his 
having sold ammunition to Alverado the leader of the 
Insurgents, and become security for the payment of a hundred 

1 See Appendix B, pp. 320-1. 
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Lances which he got made, and that the Company would of 
course blame him for the loss of their property. 

7. As to Mr. Rae’s stating “ he got into difficulty through 
the intrigues and malice of others’, though I can learn no 
particulars on which he founded such an accusation, yet my 
opinion is that the persons he named may have presented the 
request of Alverado in such a way as to induce Mr. Rae to 
accede to it, and they may then have informed against him, as 
Mr. Rae selling ammunition to Alverado, and becoming 
security for the payment of the hundred lances, is the only act 
that I can discover which perhaps might have afforded a pretext 
to the Mexican Authorities to seize on the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s property, the dread of which pressed so much on 
Mr. Rae’s mind as to drive him to act as he did, as those who 
were acquainted with Mr. Rae’s character are aware he would 
not have made this statement unless he believed he had good 
reasons to do so, and that he did this more as an act of justice 
and to put others on their guard than that he considered it 
could be of any benefit to himself. 

8. Though Mr. Rae was a connexion of mine, and whose 
loss I presume I need not say I sincerely deplore, those who 
knew him will admit I only do him justice when I state that in 
him the Hudson’s Bay Company have lost an Officer most 
anxious to do his duty and promote their interests, as it is 
evident that nothing but the conviction arising from a nice 
feeling of honor, that his conduct had exposed the Company 
to the loss of a large amount of property, drove him to commit 
the fatal act. 

g. You see by his declaration of 18th January 1845 that 
Mr. Rae was greatly distressed at the neglect of the Calefornia 
trade, and at the non-arrival of the Vessel in time to receive 
the Returns. The neglect of the trade most certainly was not 
owing to me, and as to not sending a Vessel in 1842, when the — 
plan of the trade was settled between Sir George Simpson, Mr. 
Rae, & myself, it was understood the 4/bert would be here in 
June, and Mr. Rae provided accordingly freight for her of 
20,000 hides for England at 2/6d. p. hide, which with what 
he had traded would have filled her up; but instead of the 
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Albert we received the Valleyfield, and instead of being here in 
the beginning of June, she only arrived 21st July, and had 
afterwards to go round to Puget’s Sound to deliver the 
Steamer’s Boilers, where She had to be beached and examined 
for a leak, as she had injured a great part of the cargo she 
brought for us and the Russians, when it was found the 
carpenters in London had left a seam seven feet in length 
uncaulked. In 1843 the Vancouver went to San Francisco for 
- the Returns. In 1844 it was not in my power to send a Vessel 
to San Francisco. By reference to my Despatch of 4th July 
of that year, at the time I wrote I expected to be able to send 
the Cadboro in September, when I calculated she would be here 
after performing the transport in Puget’s Sound. But she only 
reached this on the 14th November, when instead of having 
her to send to San Francisco, it was found necessary for her to 
undergo a thorough repair to enable her to perform the 
Transport in 1845 from this and Fort Langley, and between 
the latter place, Victoria, & Nisqually; and the Bque. Cowe/itz 
which left this on the 6th August with Wheat for Sitka and 
Goods for Victoria and Fort Simpson, returned to the Columbia 
only on the 20th December, when I immediately sent her 
supplies and provisions, which met her at Oak Point with 
instructions to proceed without delay to San Francisco & 
Woahoo; yet she could not cross the Columbia Bar till the 
11th March, and after calling at Monterey on the 17th to 
enter, she reached San Francisco on the 20th of the same, sailed 
on the 9th April for Woahoo, arrived 28th of the same, sailed 
15th May, arrived 8th June at Victoria, sailed the Tot ane 
reached Vancouver 22d June; and most certainly I would have 
sent Vessels there more frequently if business had admitted it. 

10. I am happy to find Mr. Rae had his Books in complete 
order, and you see by the memorandum he left he writes ,“‘ I 
should estimate the 


Furs, Hides & Tallow - - - - $24,000 
Cash & Goods - - - = - - 8,000 - 
House & Debts - - - - - 16,000 


$48,000 
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The Furs brought here - - - i) LOTS eye ce 
Tallow - - - - - - - 2.4 ta 
4632 dried Hides, landed at Woahoo, at 10/6 PAST OT TMG 
1532 salted do. do. 10/6 804, 6 Oo 
Goods at San Francisco, at an advance only 

of 334 on prime Cost - . -) OPI24 un G 


Debts due the Establishment $16417.07 
Deduct 40 p.Cent - - 6566.83 


9850.24. @) 4/6 “2276 ores 
Cash $2414.68 - - - @4/6 543 6 


£9317 2.47, 


The difference between the above valuation and that made by 
the late Mr. Rae of the Goods and Cash on Inventory arises 
from his having estimated the Goods in Calefornia at their 
actual value there, the duties being paid on them, and we 
have valued them according to our rule at an advance of only 
333 p-Cent on prime cost. 

The Outfit owes by the Books - {9105 13 5 

By Furs, Hides & Tallow received 5434 5§ II 


ptill due, y=94/46 71 een 


To pay the above there are 


Goods’ - - - - a Too) Dee 
Debts’ - - - - =< ) 22160 Teg 
Cash - - - - - S43” Ome 
House & Premises - - - £00 Vom 

L4ank2) tome 


The House is estimated low, as also the Goods and Debts, but 
as in consequence of the lamentable death of Mr. Rae, my 
Instructions to him to wind up the business being publicly 
known, the property there will fetch much less than it would 
have done, but Mr. Forbes will sell only for ready pay. 
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11. As soon as the Bque. Vancouver returns from the 
N.W. Coast she will be sent with a cargo to the Sandwich 
Islands, touching on the outward Passage at San Francisco to 
leave an Officer there, who we presume will have wound up 
the business by that time. 

_ 12. As to the business of this place, I have the satisfaction 

to report it goes on in the usual way. The Brigade got here on 

the 12th and left on the 28th June, and I had the pleasure to 
_hear they had passed the Dalles without accident. 

13. The Bque. Cowelirz leaves this for Woahoo with a full 
cargo consisting of 752 Barrels Flour at $5 p. Barrel, s2 M. 
feet Deals at $15 p. M. feet, 200 Barrels salt Salmon at $5 p. 

Barrel, 45 Spars at $5 each, 53 M. Shingles at $4 pe-Ms 
the amount of the Invoice is $5885, which is a great deal less 
than half what the cargo will bring, the Deals will sell for about 
$50 p. M. feet, the Spars are only valued at what they cost 
to put them on board, but as they are large, several 72 feet 
long fit for Masts, and in demand, they ought to sell well: 
but I invoice them low to save duties. The Cowelitz will 
return from Woahoo to Victoria to ship the Returns to London 
and Salmon to Woahoo. 

14. The Cadboro left this 3d May (as soon as the carpenters 
had repaired her) with a cargo for Victoria and Puget’s 
Sound. She is now taking a cargo of Salt to Langley, after 
which she is to come here for the Returns to take them 
to Victoria. 

15. The Crops at this place, Cowelitz, & Nisqually are 
about as usual 

16. The Legislature! of the Wallamette Settlement, 
assembled a few days ago, made some amendments in the 
Organic Law? which is to serve as basis for a Constitution, 


* Against the marked parts of paragraph 16 is the remark in the writing of 
W. G. Smith (Assistant Secretary): “Copy made r2th Feby. 1846 for 
Government.” A. 8/3, fo. 19d., Pelly to the Earl of Aberdeen, February 13, 
1846, enclosing extract from McLoughlin’s letter of July 19, 1845. ‘This 
extract is included amongst the correspondence printed in Oregon Hist. Quar., 
XXIX, L. M. Scott (ed.), “ Report of Lieutenant Peel on Oregon in 1845-46,” 
Pp. 75-6. 

2B. 223/b/33, fos. 125—32d., ““ Amended Organic Laws of Oregon 1845 ”. 
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and drew out a Petition! to the Congress of the United States, 
which they sent by Dr. White, who left the Wallamette 
13th Instant for the United States by way of the Snake 
Country & Missouri, copy of which for your information I 
take the liberty to forward, and you will see by this Document 
they now admit that we have an equal right to the Country 
with themselves, though when they first came they held out 
we had no right to be here, as this was United States Territory. 
But we avoided entering into discussion with them on this 
subject, as it would have had a bad effect, but contented 
ourselves with observing, as the Settlement of the Boundary 
was an affair of Government and not ours, and that we had 
to take it as they settled it, we did not trouble ourselves about 
it, as they would settle it as they thought proper without asking 
our opinion, and much less our consent; and they were so 
strongly prepossessed against us, that they expected when they 
left the States they would have to fight with us on arriving 
here, and to build Forts to protect themselves from the Indians 
whom we would, they supposed, excite against them. These 
apprehensions proceed from the false statements of the 
American Traders who have been obliged to retire from the 
Snake Country, Captn. Spaulding’s Report, the speeches of 
the late Dr. Lynn and those of Messrs. Benton & Buchanan 
in the United States Senate, which are in the possession of 
some of the Immigrants, in which speeches they state, the 


1B. 223/b/33, fos. 121-23d., Oregon City, June 28, 1845, Petition from the 
Legislative Assembly of Oregon to Congress asking for military and naval 
protection, commercial regulations, etc. A. 8/3, fo. 19d., Pelly to Aberdeen, 
February 13, 1846, enclosing a copy of the Petition. ‘This copy of the Petition, 
except for very slight discrepancies, is identical with the ‘‘ Memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of Oregon, praying Congress to establish a distinct territorial 
government...” dated Oregon City, July 17, 1845, and “Read, and 
Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union” — 
on December 19, 1845 ([United States], House of Representatives, Document No. 
42, 29th Congress, rst Session). ‘The copy of the Petition dated June 28, 1845, 
printed in British and American Foint Commission for the Settlement of the Claims 
of the Hudson’s Bay and Puget’s Sound Agricultural Companies, ‘‘ Documentary 
Evidence ”’,. (Washington, D.C., 1865), pp. 429-33, was produced by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. Cf. Bancroft, History of Oregon, I, 481-3. 
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British (alluding to us) have murdered or caused to be murdered 
by their Servants and by Indians under their control five hundred 
American Citizens. | Last Spring I senta copy of Mr. Buchanan’s 
Speech to Sir George Simpson, and I will by the Vessel send you 
Messrs. Lynn & Benton’s Speeches on the Oregon Question, 
which I presume you have not got or else you would have 
mentioned these statements tome. But | I send you an Extract 
from the “ Times ”’ of December 1843,’ which perhaps you 
have not seen, in which an Extract from an Illinois Journal 
_|makes an attack on the Hudson’s Bay Company, and grossly 
misrepresents my conduct, as I have done nothing but what 
every Settler in the Country does, and even now, though every 
American knows these Reports against us to be false, yet there 
are many among them, who it seems cannot overcome these 
feelings of national hostility. One of them speaking a few 
days ago to a person on whose veracity we can depend, 
observed, “‘ It is true these are good folks and treat me kindly, 
but somehow or other I cannot like them, and moreover do not 
like those who like them.’”’ Another who left this to go to the 
States, observed that the only regret he had in leaving the 
Country, was that he did not burn Vancouver, as he had left 
the States with that intention. On being asked why he wished 
to do this, he could give no answer; and though the large mass 
of the Immigrants are friendly to us, as expressed in the 
Petition, yet it is certain there are several among them who 
have an antipathy to us (it does not deserve a severer name) 
merely from national feeling. 

17. I beg to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary 
Barclay’s letter of 30th November 1844,2 and Sir George 
Simpson’s letter 1st January 1845.2 But this is not a proper 

* See Appendix A, pp. 256-7. 

* A. 6/26, fos. 138-41, Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844. 
McLoughlin deals fully with this letter in his dispatch of November 20, 1845, to 
the Governor and Committee. See pp. 103, 113. 

®D. 4/32, fos. s6d—s7d., Simpson to McLoughlin, January 1, 1845, 
enclosing a copy of President John Tyler’s Fourth Annual Message to the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the United States, December 3, 1844, in which 


he recommended that facilities should be afforded for the migration of United 
States’ citizens to the shores of the Columbia. (See J. D. Richardson, 4 
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opportunity to enter on the important subjects to which they 
refer, except that I am by no means surprised that you find 
our amount of outstanding debts great, as they are greater than 
I wish, but this is entirely owing to the circumstances in which 
we were placed, and that we had to contend with the strongest 
opposition that ever was in the Country, as it was not only 
commercial but national, and supported by the great majority 
of the community hostile to us from national prejudices, who 
were constantly holding forth among themselves, “ If it was 
not for the monopoly of the Hudson’s Bay Company who have 
broken down our Countrymen who came to trade in the 
Country, they would be here now and would assist us,” and 
one of these oppositions, the Methodist Mission, who had no 
account to render of their expenditure of Capital, as it was 
supported by charitable gifts, but before the Immigrants came _ 
they had expended all their Goods and had Debts outstanding 
to the amount of twenty seven thousand dollars; and Captn. 
Couch, Agent for Mr. Cushing, has given out Debts it is said 
to the amount of twenty two thousand dollars, and the Returns 
by our Books compared with those of former years, prove these 
Traders get very little, and I felt that if we did not act as we 
have done there would have happened worse to us; and it 
is well known that though among the Immigrants there are 
many upright respectable men, yet there are many of a different 
character; and as to keeping watch it is well known our men 
cannot be depended on for such a duty, as is evident from their 
conduct in the plains and on the North West Coast, where 


Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents 1789-1897 
(Washington, 1897), 1V, 337-8). Simpson expected a “‘ large immigration ” 
in the summer of 1845 and, to “guard against lawless aggression”, he 
recommended “ that no more goods be kept in depét at Vancouver than may be 
absolutely necessary to meet immediate demands, & that the reserved Outfit for 
the Columbia River be kept at Fort Victoria & all goods intended for the coast at 
Fort Simpson ...the furs [to] be collected at Fort Victoria instead of th 
Columbia, & that in future, the ships for England take their departure fro 
thence, while the ships from hence will proceed thither direct . . . depositing 
there all reserve Outfits, merely taking to Vancouver the articles required for 
immediate distribution or sale. As a further precaution, I...recommend that 
sentries be kept on duty at Vancouver night & day....” 


ie 


~ 
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their own lives are in danger from hostile Indians, and that 
this has been the cause of all the troubles between the men & 
officers on the N.W. Coast. It has been reported to me that 
the very guns of a Bastion have been drawn, though there were 
sentinels guarding them, nay I have known an instance in one 
of our Vessels when there were four officers and one petty 
officer on board and sentries constantly kept on deck, that the 
Indians drew the loads out of the Vessels Guns and no person 
saw them, and I believe that none but military men habituated 
to the duty will effectually perform the service of permanent 
sentries, and that situated as we were, to have placed Sentries, 
would be the worst policy we could have adopted. In this 
Country I have always found it best to be watchful without 
appearing to be so, as the appearance of fear incites to 
aggression, and if we had refused assistance to these men, 
and that driven by their wants they had made an attack upon 
our property, for which we could never have had any redress, 
the world, anxious to throw discredit on all our proceedings, 
would have said we deserved to suffer; and if some of these 
Immigrants had perished, which would undoubtedly have been 
the case if we had not assisted them, we would have incurred 
such a load of odium as would have been ruinous to us. In 
making my selection, I chose of two evils that which appeared 
to me the least, and in acting as I have done, I consider I have 
but followed the tenor & spirit of your repeated instructions 
in regard to the conduct to be observed in contending with 
opposition; and in making my selection, I made it after mature 
consideration, and I can assure you our situation here has 
caused me to pass many an anxious moment, as | am certain 
is evident when it is considered how we are situated. I have 
taken the precaution last Spring to order the Furs from the 
Coast to be left at Victoria, and the Furs from the Interior will 
be sent there as soon as the Cadboro (as I have already stated) 
can be spared for the purpose. 

18. Mr. Secretary Barclay in his roth Paragraph writes, 
« the report on the trade of the N.W. Coast contained in your 
Despatch to the Governor & Committee and to Sir George 
Simpson is upon the whole satisfactory, the advantages 
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however which the Governor & Committee had hoped would 
be derived from placing the Columbia Department under the 
charge of one person have I am sorry to state not been 
realized ’’, and proceeds to state, “‘ that the Department will be 
divided into two or more Districts to be represented by a 
Commissioned Officer, and as a necessary consequence that the 
allowance of £500 p. annum granted to you beyond your 
emoluments as a Chief Factor in consideration of the great 
extent and consequent responsibility of the charge committed 
to you, shall cease on the 31st May 1845.” I consider it my 
duty to the Company to observe that by dividing this 
Department into Districts they can only expect the same 
results as occurred in it during the time of the late North West 
Company, division and discord, which ruined the business; 
and as to the £500 p. annum; it is a part of the conditions on 
which I renewed my Agreement with the Hudson’s Bay Coy., 
through Sir George Simpson, as will appear from written 
documents in my possession,! and which I will produce with a 
narrative of the whole transaction if necessary, and I beg to 
state I would have renewed my agreement on no other terms. 

19. This moment four Deserters came in, three from the 
Brigade which they left at Walla Walla, the fourth is from that 
Post. One of the men from the Brigade says he deserted 
because the bowsman of the boat scolded and abused him, 
and though he complained to Mr. Manson he got no redress. 
Another (a bowsman) says he complained to Mr. Tod the 
officer in charge of the Brigade that his Steersman was unfit 
for the duty, and that Mr. Tod told him to go out of his room 
and leave him quiet. The third, that he was forced to engage 
against his will. The fourth, that Mr. McKinlay was always 
finding fault with him. Their reasons are frivolous and false, 
particularly the one? who says he was forced to engage 
against his will, who was on his way out this Spring, 


but meeting his half brother Mr. Ogden? in the Rocky 


* See Introduction, p. lix. 

* Possibly Michael Ogden, who entered the Company’s service as an 
apprentice in 1840. 

* Peter Ogden, a son of Chief Factor Peter Skene Ogden, joined the Company 
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Mountains, came back with him, and Mr. Manson engaged 
him to go to New Caledonia to accompany his half brother 
Mr. P. Ogden Junior. This circumstance shows the impolicy 
of this Department having no head, as if these men 
conceived they were only answerable to their immediate 
Bourgeois they would have run away to the Wallamette 
Settlement, from whence it would not be a very easy matter to 
_ get them back. And as a matter of business it is absolutely 
necessary there should be a head to this Department, and the 
additional responsibility of such a situation is justly entitled 
to consideration. 

20. I have this moment by the arrival of the Chinamus, 
Captn. Sylvester, received a letter! from Messrs. Pelly & Allan, 
and I am sorry to learn that the hundred barrels Flour sent by 
that vessel were damaged. This is the first injured Flour that 
has gone from this, which must be in consequence of being 
ground in the Winter when our atmosphere is damp, and which 
will not happen again. Messrs. Pelly & Allan write by the 
Cowelitz? to ship them 1 inch Deals 12 & 18 feet long, Spars 
from 60 to 70 feet long to work down to 21 & 20 inches, an 


in 1835, and during most of his service was stationed in the New Caledonia 
District. He was promoted a Chief Trader in 1854, and died at Stuart Lake on 
October 9, 1870. 

* This letter dated June 6, 1845, has not been traced. It was acknowledged by 
McLoughlin on July 18, 1845. (B. 223/b/33, fo. 145-1454.). 

*This letter dated May 13, 1845, has not been traced. McLoughlin 
acknowledged it on July 18, 1845. (B. 223/b/33, fo. r42d.). The business in 
the Sandwich Islands was no longer under McLoughlin’s charge. A. 12/2, 
Simpson to the Governor and Committee, June 21, 1844, “ Feeling that... 
C. F. McLoughlin has . . . fully as many irons in the fire as he can attend to, and 
_ that the business of the Sandwich Islands can be efficiently conducted by Messrs. 
G. Pelly and C.T. Allan . . . we have determined ... by the 79 Res. of Council 
to detach the Sandwich Islands from that Department. .....°° <B1239/k/2, fo. 
167, Minutes of Council held at Red River Settlement, June, 1844, Resolution 
79 ordered that the Sandwich Islands should be detached from the 
Columbia District and that Pelly and Allan should be “subject only to 
the instructions of the Governor and Committee and Governor and 
Sounci....” B. 223/b/32, fo. 78d., McLoughlin to Simpson, Vancouver, 
March 20, 1845, “ My supervision of that Establishment [Sandwich Islands] 
has been hitherto so very limited, that my being deprived of it is of very little 
consequence....”’ 
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assortment of small Spars, Barrels & Half Barrels Salmon, and 
Flour, but have omitted to forward us the prices at which these 
articles are selling, so as we might ship the articles most 
profitable to us, and they send us a list of Supplies wanted for 
the French Government at Otaheiti, say salt Beef, Pork, 
Salmon, Flour, Beans or Pease, and state ‘‘ of the above it 
would be necessary to send here prices to be transmitted by 
Mr. Dudoit! to the Governor of Otaheiti. The quantity 
annually will be about 1000 tons, but to be forwarded to 
Otaheiti in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Vessels, and this will 
require to be taken into account in fixing the prices. Should 
it be found advisable to enter into such a contract, it will 
commence in June 1846.” I regret Messrs. Pelly & Allan 
did not get a specification of the quantity of each article, and 
of the prices to serve as a guide. If the prices had suited it 
would have been possible to have sent the Vancouver after her. 
return from the Coast with a cargo of Flour & Pease to 
Otaheiti; but as we have no vessel to spare to transport their 
demands to Otaheiti, I write to Messrs. Pelly & Allan,? “I 
am sorry that you did not send us more particular information 
respecting the quantity of Provisions wanted by the French 
Authorities of Tahiti, and afford some idea of the price they 
might be willing to give for our produce, as if the conditions 
are favorable, we would have felt justified in entering into 
immediate arrangements for supplying them, which we would 
be very happy to do if the terms they propose are not too low. 
We could furnish annually about 2500 Barrels Flour, 2,000 
bushels Pease, 400 Barrels Salmon, 100 Barrels Beef, 50 
Barrels Pork. We have not the means however of sending 
these Supplies to Tahiti, as we could not spare the Company’s 
Ship for so long a voyage, but possibly you may be able to 
charter a Vessel at the Sandwich Islands to go there, if 


* According to A. Simpson, The Sandwich Islands (London, 1843), pp. 23-4, - 
Jules Dudoit was an English subject from Mauritius. He was appointed 
provisional French Consul by Captain Dupetit-Thouars of the French frigate 
La Venus in 1837. 

2 B. 223/b/33, fos. 146-146d., and 148d., McLoughlin to Pelly and Allan, 
Fort Vancouver, July 18, 1845. 
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the Contract price will defray the expense. To enable you 
to judge of that condition, I will here subjoin the lowest 
price at which we can furnish produce deliverable at this 
place, viz.: 


Flour p. Barrel 28/- Ste. 


Salmon p. do. 30/- ,, | Payable by 
Beet p, do. so/- ,, }Bills on 
Pork p. do. 73/- 5, | London 


Pease p. Bushel Bich gs 


Having these our lowest sale prices, by ascertaining the expense 
of chartering Vessels at the Sandwich Islands to transport these 
supplies to Tahiti, you will be able to determine the price at 
which we can deliver them there. If the French Authorities 
are willing to give that price, you may enter into a Contract 
with them to continue one year, for Supplies to the extent I 
have herein allowed. We will in all probability be able to 
furnish a greater quantity hereafter, if they feel disposed to 
take it. Such an arrangement would indeed be desirable and 
advantageous to us, as we will sorely feel the want of a sure 
market for the increasing productions of this Country. I shall 
in the meantime forward a copy of this to the Governor & 
Committee, and if it meets their approval, of which they will 
give you information, we will extend the contract to a further 
term of years. Perhaps they would agree to come for it 
themselves, please communicate with the Governor & Comee. 
as soon as you have an answer, informing them of the means 
you have to secure freight, as we cannot depend upon any from 
this, and endeavour to have an answer for us by the return of 
the Bque. Vancouver, whether they will make the Contract for 
one year, and you can get the means of transporting it.” If 
required we could deliver here Summer 1846, five thousand 
Barrels Flour, and I am anxious we could find a market for 
the produce of this Country, as it would strengthen British 
influence. I hope Your Honors will inform us by first 
opportunity if you approve of such an arrangement, and permit 
me here to suggest that Your Honors might perhaps find means 
of entering into an arrangement of the kind with the French 
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Government in Europe for the supply of their possessions in 
the Pacific. 
I have the honor to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your most Obedt. 
humble Servant 
Jno. McLoucu iin 
G4 6 


Fort Vancouver, Columbia 
30th August 18451 


To The Governor, Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
Honble. Hudson’s Bay Coy. 


HownsLe. SIRS 

By an American vessel, the Chizamus, now on the point of 
sailing for the United States, I do myself the pleasure of 
acquainting you of the general state of tranquillity which 
happily reigns here, and the continued prosperity of the 
Companys affairs on the West side of the Mountains. 


Since I last wrote you on the 19th of July last we have 


yielded to the wishes and requests of the respectable part of the 
people in this Country, of British and American origin, by 
uniting with them in the formation of a temporary and 
provisional Government, having for its object the protection of 
life and property, the peace, good order and happiness of the 
community. In the present circumstances of the Country, I 
did not feel at liberty any longer to oppose a general union of 
the inhabitants in so desirable an object, or to hesitate in taking 


1 A.r11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It 
is endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “ Jno. McLoughlin Augst. 30/45 Recd. Feby. 
10/46 Copy sent to Ld. Aberdeen”’. Pelly sent the copy to Aberdeen under 
cover of a letter dated February 13, 1846 (A. 8/3, fo. rgd.). McLoughlin’s 
letter is included amongst the correspondence printed in Oregon Hist. Quar., 
XXITX, L. M. Scott (ed.), “ Report of Lieutenant Peel on Oregon in 1845-46”, 


PP: 72-3: 
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part in it, as the only means of preventing scenes of violence 
and contention, which beside being fatal to the peace of the 
_ Country and productive of much individual suffering, might 
have had the effect of disturbing the peaceful relations of our 
respective Governments and dragging them into a ruinous war. 
In fact no alternative short of these disastrous consequences is 
left to us, and we can perceive no other means by which our 
influence can be maintained, or support given to British 
‘subjects settled in Wallamette and on other points South of the 
Columbia River. This Organization has no reference whatever 
to the claims or rights of the Governments to which the parties 
interested respectively belong, and is binding on them only so 
far as such Laws are consistent with their duties as British or 
American subjects. 

Having now a fair field before us, we will endeavour to get 
through the difficult part we have to play with advantage to all 
parties, and to maintain a legitimate British influence in the 
Country without any concession of principle or right. 

Mr. Chief Factor Ogden and party arrived here safely on 
the 26th Instant, and will proceed immediately to carry their 
instructions into effect. I will have the pleasure of writing 
_ you more fully in course of a few weeks by our own vessel, 
_ and in the mean time 

| I have the honor to be 

Honble. Sirs 
Your most Obedt Servt. 
Jno. McLovcu iin 


CE. 
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Vancouver 14 Nov. 18451 


To the Governor Deputy Governor and Committee 
Honble. Hudson Bay Company London 


Hons Le. SIR 
Mr. Warre? requests me to send the accompanying Packet 
addressed to Lord Metcalfe? under cover to your Honors and 


1A.r1/sr. ‘This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. The following remark 
appears at the end in Barclay’s writing: “ Lord Metcalfe’s address not being 
known here the packet was forwarded this day to the Colonial office with a 
statemt. to that effect. H.B. Ho. June 27/46.” 

2 Henry J. Warre, lieutenant of the Fourteenth Regiment. D. 4/66, pp. 
210-14, a memorandum respecting the Oregon Boundary Question from 
Simpson to the Earl of Aberdeen, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, London, 
March 29, 1845, making certain suggestions for protecting British interests “‘ on 
the Columbia & N.W. Coast”’. One of the results of the negotiations between 
H.M. Government and the Hudson’s Bay Company was that Lieutenant Warre 
and Lieutenant Mervin Vavasour of the Royal Engineers left Canada in the late 
spring of 1845 “to acquire a knowledge of the character & resources of the 
country situated between the Sault de Ste. Mary and the shores of the Pacific, 
and of the practicability of forming military stations therein and conveying 
troops thither, with a view, should it hereafter become necessary, to the 
occupation thereof for Military operations....” Simpson was to accompany 
them as far as Red River Settlement, and for the remainder of the journey they 
were to be conducted by Peter Skene Ogden. (D. 4/32, fo. 104d., Simpson to 
Warre and Vavasour, Lac la Pluie, May 30, 1845). Ibid., fo. rr1d., Simpson 
to Ogden, May 30, 1845, confidential, “ I have to request that .. . the objects of 
Messrs. Warre and Vavasour’s journey be not disclosed, but that, it be given out 
that, they are known to us only as private travellers for the pleasure of field sports 
and scientific pursuits”. The papers relative to the expedition are in the Public 
Record Office, London, reference F.O. 5, vol. 457, and W.O. 1, vol. 552, and 
some are printed in Oregon Hist. Quar., X, J. Schafer (ed.), “ Documents 
Relative to Warre and Vavasour’s Military Reconnoissance in Oregon, 1845-6” 
pp. 1-99. Cf. The Canadian Historical Review, XVUI, C.P. Stacey, “ The 
Hudson’s Bay Company and Anglo-American Military Rivalries during the 
Oregon Dispute”, pp. 281-300, and also The Beaver, June, 1936, H. S. 
Patterson, “ 54°40’ or Fight’, pp. 38-44. 

3 Charles Theophilus Metcalfe, Baron Metcalfe of Fern Hill, Berks (1785— 
1846), Governor-General of Canada 1843-45. The packet addressed to 
Lord Metcalfe was doubtless the joint letter of Warre and Vavasour dated Fort 
Vancouver on the Columbia River, November 1, 1845. 
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would be obliged if you would have the Goodness in the event 
of his Lordship having returned from Canada to forward it 
Direct to him and if he is not in Britain that would please cause 
it to be handed to the Right Honble. the secretary of state for 
the Colonies.! 
Iam 
Your Honors 
most obedient 
humble Servant 
Jno. McLoucuuitn 


Fort Vancouver, Columbia 
20th November 18452 


To The Governor, Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
‘Honble. Hudson’s Bay Coy. 


Hons te. Srrs 

I informed your Honors in my last communication of the 
goth August 1845, that we had yielded to the wishes of the 
respectable part of the people in this Country, of British and 
American origin, by uniting with them in the formation of a 


' Edward George Geoffrey Smith Stanley, Lord Stanley of Bickerstaffe, and 
later (1851) fourteenth Earl of Derby (1799-1869). 

> B. 223/b/33, fos. 2-38. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s 
writing. At the head of this letter, in W. G. Smith’s writing, appears “ p. 
Cowlitz 1846”, and in Barclay’s writing, in pencil: “ For Ld. Palmerston 
[Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs]. Heading Extract of a Dispatch received 
from John McLoughlin Chief Factor in charge of the Hudson Bay Company’s 
affairs on the N. West coast of America dated Fort Vancouver...” A. 8/3, fo. 
57, Pelly to Palmerston, July 18, 1846, enclosing an extract “‘ from a Despatch 
lately received from Mr. McLoughlin ...dated...Novr. 20th 1845 from 
which your Lordship will perceive the state of the relations between the 
Company’s Servants and the Settlers at the Wallamet and the measures which 
have been adopted for the preservation of order, and the security of property ”’. 
The extract thus concerned paragraphs 1-22, but from pencil marks in the 
Manuscript it would appear that only the parts indicated by the marginal ruling 
were sent to the Foreign Office. Unfortunately, wartime conditions have 
prevented confirmation on this point being obtained from the Foreign Office 
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temporary and provisional Government, designed to prevent 
disorders and maintain peace, until the settlement of the 
Boundary Question leaves that duty to the parent States. 
That communication having been forwarded to the Sandwich 
Islands by the Chinamus an American trading vessel, and not 
having implicit confidence in the security of the conveyance, I 
merely touched upon the known & obvious reasons which 
induced us to come to this determination, while I withheld the 
secret motives which had, at least, an equal influence, at the 
time, upon our minds. I intend now to enter more fully into 
the subject;] trusting that your Honors will pardon me, if I 
should happen to be over particular on a matter, which I am 
anxious to lay before you in all its bearings. 

2. The critical position of our affairs, the danger to which 
the large property of the Company in this country was exposed 
in the midst of a hostile population living without the restraint 
of laws, and the difficulty of keeping off intruders and 
maintaining, by peaceful means, the Company’s rights to the 
land occupied by their improvements and stock, were every 
day, becoming more and more pressing. 

3. A crisis was evidently fast approaching which would 
drive us to the painful necessity of yielding to the storm, or of 
taking the field openly, arms in hand, with means so unequal, 
compared to those arrayed against us, as to leave no hopes of 
success; it had become necessary to take decisive measures, 
yet neither course appeared desirable, as a forced submission 
or resistance would alike have brought our reputation, influence, 
and property into the utmost peril. In those trying 
circumstances the idea of a union, for the purpose of mutual 
protection, with the white population in the Wallamette, was 
suggested to me while on a visit to the Wallamette Falls, by 
the following letter from Mr. Applegate,? an American, much 


records. For an abridged version of this letter see The American Historical 
Review, XXI, K. B. Judson (ed.), “‘ Dr. John McLoughlin’s Last Letter to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, as Chief Factor, in charge at Fort Vancouver, 1845 ”, 
PP. 1O4=34s 

* Jesse Applegate (July 5, r811—April 22, 1888), surveyor, legislator and 
publicist. He came to Oregon in 1843 with his wife and family, and as the 
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respected by his countrymen, and a Member of the Provisional 
Legislature, then in session. 


Oregon City 14h August 1845 


To John McLoughlin 
Chief Factor of the Hudson’s Bay Company 


SIR 
As a question has arisen in the House of Representatives 
on the subject of apportionment, upon which I feel peculiarly 
situated, I beg leave to ask of you a question, the answer to 
which will enable me to come to a definite conclusion upon that 
subject. The question to which I would be happy to receive 
an answer is—Do you think the gentlemen belonging to the 
Company over which you preside will become parties to the 
“articles of compact ” by the payment of taxes, and in other 
respects complying with the laws of this provisional 
government? — 
Your answer to this query is most respectfully solicited. 
Yours with the highest respect 
(Sd.) Jesse APPLEGATE 


4. To this letter I made no reply, beyond telling Mr. 
Applegate that I could not decide on a point of so much 
importance without first consulting the other Officers of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company in the Columbia. On my return to 
Fort Vancouver, I mentioned the matter to Mr. Douglas, and 
after much consideration, he agreeing in opinion with me, that 
neither our rights nor duties as British subjects, nor the honor 
or interests of the Hudson’s Bay Company required that we 
should stand aloof, we decided on joining the association, both 
for the security of the Company’s property, and for the 


owner of one of the largest herds he was elected “ captain of the cow column ”’. 
He settled in the Willamette Valley, and in 1845 became a member of the 
legislative committee of the Provisional Government. In 1849 he removed to a 
place in southern Oregon named Yoncalla, where he raised cattle for beef. For 
further particulars of his life and work see Dictionary of American Biography. 
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peaceful maintenance of its rights; and moreover the 
Association being merely a union of certain parties, British 
and American subjects, being divested of all nationality of 
character, having no national objects in view, and its exclusive 
aim and purpose being the protection of persons and property, 
our becoming parties to it could not in-any manner interfere 
with our duties, nor invalidate our claims as British subjects. 
We were also influenced in this decision by the consideration 
of the inevitable evils which threatened us, and which we 
could not guard against if we remained isolated from the rest 
of the community. The first of these was the loss of the 
Company’s servants by desertion, and the ease with which 
they could fly into the Wallamette Settlement, where they 
could not be arrested at our suit unless we took part in the 
association. To show your Honors that this danger was,not 
imaginary, though there has been actually no case of desertion 
from this Post, except in one instance, I am sorry to say that 
no less than six men, the entire crew of one boat, deserted last 
Summer from the Brigade, on its return to the Interior, 
between this place and Fort Nez Percés, which compelled 
Messrs. Tod & Manson to leave the Boat and cargo at that 
Post, to the serious inconvenience of the trade.]| These 
deserters fortunately took the part of delivering themselves 
up at this place, and although from motives of policy they were 
treated with extreme leniency, and the offence overlooked, yet 
two of the same parties were a few days afterwards caught in an 
attempt to run to the Wallamette Settlement, while in the very 
act of embarking in a canoe to leave the place. They were 
seized by C. F. Douglas and one or two Gentlemen of the 
Establishment, who were roused from bed at midnight by a 
trusty man who had discovered their plan, but not one of the 
men showed either courage or zeal enough to lay hands upon 
them or prevent their escape. But lest you should suppose 
that our men are driven to such courses by harsh usage, I beg 
to say that we never before lost any man by desertion, while 
such disasters have become so common among American and 
other Ships except the Companys in this River, that they can 
scarcely keep a man on board; the American Brig Chinamus 
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and the Swedish Brig Bu// having this Summer both lost 
nearly their whole complement of men in consequence of the 
encouragement and support they receive from the people of the 
Settlement. Such was the state of our relations in regard to 
our men, in very few of whom we can depend, and who might 
at any moment, by crossing the River have set us at defiance. 

5. Another powerful inducement arose from the considerable 
amount of outstanding debts, we have in the Wallamette 
Settlement, which under the former circumstances of the 
Country we had every reason to think would be punctually 
paid; but in its newly assumed political position we would 
have been cast entirely on the honor and good faith of our 
customers, as the Law could of course only give protection to 
those who gave it support; but by joining the Association we 
can sue and attach the property of any man in this Country 
who is indebted to the Company. 

6. Again, we had to guard against the designs of many 
desperate and reckless characters, men acknowledging no law 
and feeling not the restraints of conscience, the outcasts of 
society, who have sought a refuge in the wilds of Oregon. 
With their natural turpitude of disposition embittered by 
national hostility, such men would not shrink from the 
commission of any crime; they were determined at all risks 
to intrude upon the Company’s land claim,! and they made no 
ecret of their plans if ejected by force. If not supported by 
their countrymen, they were to seek an easy revenge by firing 


i Dec py 107, 
* See Appendix A, pp. 259-68. 
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the faithful discharge of his duty by the menaces of a ruffian; 
yet it was impossible to conceal from our own minds that we 
were exposed to so dreadful a calamity. I was also credibly 
informed that other parties had pledged themselves to destroy 
our premises. 

Now this was precisely our situation at the time we joined 
the Association. A party adverse to the Company were 
determined to fasten a claim on some part of our premises, 
and if resisted by force they were to resort to the acts of the 
skulking incendiary; we had no security for the recovery of 
our debts and our men might be tempted by the certainty of 
immunity and high wages in the Wallamette to desert the 
Service. 

7. We made a representation of our exposed situation to 
the British Consul General at the Sandwich Islands! (See No. 2) 
who paid no attention to the application further than 1s 
contained in the following Note addressed to Messrs. Pelly & 
Allan, who having seen a copy of my letter, wrote to him also 
on the same subject. 


H.B. Majesty’s Consulate General 
Honolulu 3d Fune 1845 


|GENTLEMEN 
With reference to your letter of the 31st Ulto.,? I beg to 
acquaint you that I have given due consideration to Dr. 
McLoughlin’s communication; and that with respect to the 
suggestion of a Ship of War proceeding to the Columbia River, 
I have had a conversation with Sir Thomas Thompson the 
Senior Naval Officer amongst these Islands. 
I am Gentlemen &c. &c. 
(Signed) William Millar 
Consul General 
To Messrs. Pelly & Allan 
Agents—H.B.Co.| 


1 See Appendix A, pp. 259-69. “‘ (See No. 2)” was apparently omitted in 
the copy sent to the Foreign Office. 


2B. 223/b/33, fo. 79-794. 


— 
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8. I had also received Mr. Secretary Barclay’s letter of the 
30th Novr. 1844,! containing among other matters a reply to 
the following passage in my Letter to your Honors of the 1 sth 
Novr. 1843. 

“The American Immigrants have hitherto settled on the 
South side of the Columbia, but as the Country is filling up 
rapidly, and locations can only be had at a great distance from 
the navigable streams, the advantage of settling on these and 
being in the centre of business, may induce them to seek 
locations on the North of the Columbia, and even to intrude 
on points considered within our limits, from being improved 
in some way by us or covered by the Company’s stock. To 
avoid the evils that may arise from such encroachments, and 
the collision of conflicting rights, I would beg to recommend 
that protection should be received from Government, and that 
we should be empowered to take such measures as may appear 
to us necessary for the security of our property, until the 
question of jurisdiction be settled by treaty.” 

To which we received the following reply, ‘In -the ssth 
Par. of your Despatch of 18th November, you recommend 
‘that protection should be received from Government for the 
security of the Coys. property’. No such protection can be 
obtained in the existing state of the Boundary Question, of 
which there is little prospect of an early settlement. You must 
therefore make use of the best means within your power for 
the preservation of the Company’s rights.” 

g. The season was also so far advanced that we had no reason 
to expect the arrival of any Government Vessel on the Coast. 

10. In these circumstances therefore we saw no means so 
well calculated to preserve the rights and property of the 
Company, to prevent outrage & crime, to promote British 
influence, & in other respects so perfectly unexceptionable, as 
to take part in the association, and we have since seen no reason 
to repent our choice. 

11. Having come to a decision on this important matter, | 
immediately’ returned to the Wallamette Falls where the 
Legislature was still in session, prepared to act if they made 

1 A. 6/26, fos. 138-41. 
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any formal proposition for bringing about a union. Mr. 
Applegate soon again introduced the subject, and I discovered, 
lin conversation with him, that his object for addressing me the 
Note given in a former page of this letter, was to put us upon 
our guard with respect to the designs of certain parties in the 
‘Legislature, who were by no means friendly tous. He informed 
‘me that it had been determined, by a vote of the Assembly, to 
erect the Country North of the Columbia River into two 
Districts, to be named after Lewis and Clarke, under the 
jurisdiction of the provisional government, in order to meet 
ithe wishes of the Americans who then held lands, and of others 
who intended to settle there. This proceeding he was aware 
might lead to interference with the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
and endanger the peace of the Country; in order to avert 
fevils which would involve the people at large in ruinous 
|dissensions, he and many other well disposed Americans were 
‘anxious to have matters so arranged as to leave the management 
of the District North of the Columbia River entirely in our 
lhands, which could evidently not be accomplished unless we 
joined the Association. He also observed, that although the 
|Executive Committee had, from a sense of justice, strongly 
expressed their disapprobation of Williamson’s conduct last 
|Spring, yet as I well knew, they could give no positive 
assistance to any parties not included in the organization, and 
I am sorry to say, he continued, that Williamson has many 
jabettors in the settlement, who would seize with avidity any 
opportunity of creating a disturbance. 

| 12. I told him in reply that I felt extremely obliged by the 
good feeling shewn by himself and friends; that I had always 
lheld the opinion that it would be difficult for the subjects of 
different States to live harmoniously together in a newly settled 
Country like this, claimed by both Governments, and yet 
neither exercising authority within its bounds; it, in 
consequence, appeared to me absolutely necessary that the 
inhabitants should unite in forming regulations for their own 
protection, and that as the Organization was simply a compact 
lentered into for that purpose, and in no shape interfered with 
jour duties as British subjects, that the officers of the Hudson’s 
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Bay Company would on certain terms consent to join the 
Association, providing the Assembly sent us a formal invitation 
to unite with them. 

13. The following letter was soon after brought to me: 


Oregon City, August 14th 1845} 
To John McLoughlin 
Chief Factor of the H.B. Coy. 


SIR 

‘As a question has arisen in the House of Representatives 
on the subject of Apportionment, upon which we feel peculiarly 
situated, and beg leave to ask of you a question, the answer to 
which will enable us to come to a definite conclusion upon that 
subject. The question to which we would be happy to receive 
an answer is: 

Do you think the Gentlemen belonging to the Company 
over which you preside, will become parties to the “‘ Articles 
of Compact” by the payment of taxes and in other respects 
complying with the laws of this provisional Government? 

Your answer to this query is most respectfully solicited. 

Yours with the highest respect 
(Signed) I. W. Smiru 
(ie serait G. Es 
Ge). J. MM, Garrison 
( 


>» > Barton Lee 


14. My reply which had been previously drawn up and 
signed by Chief Factor Douglas and myself was as follows: 


Oregon City 15th Augt. 1845 


owl. WV. Smith, H. A. G. Moles eke 
J. M. Garrison, Barton Lee q 


GENTLEMEN 
We have the honor to acknowledge your favor of 14th 
Instant, and beg in reply to say, that viewing the Organization 


1This letter and the reply of McLoughlin and Douglas are printed in 
Bancroft, History of Oregon, 1, 495. 
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as a compact of certain parties, British and American subjects 
residing in Oregon, to afford each other protection in person 
and property, to maintain the peace of the community and 
prevent the commission of crime, a protection which all parties 
in this Country feel they particularly stand in need of, as 
neither the British nor American Government appear at liberty 
to extend the jurisdiction of their Laws to this part of America; 
and moreover seeing that this compact does not interfere with 
our duties and allegiance to our respective Governments, nor 
with any rights of trade now enjoyed by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, we the Officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
consent to become parties to the articles of compact, provided 
we are called upon to pay taxes only on our “ Sales to Settlers ”’. 
We have the honor to be 
Gentlemen 
Your very Obedt. Servts. 
(Signed) Jno. McLoucu iin 
( 


» ) James Dovctas 


15. In addition to the terms of compact stated in my letter, 
another condition was required as indispensable, that the 
District on the North Bank of the Columbia which they had 
named after Lewis & Clarke should be called “ Vancouver 
District”. This point excited much unpleasant feeling among 
the Americans, and gave rise to many.angry discussions; but 
was finally carried in our favor by ove vote, which shows how 
unpalatable the motion was. That object being gained, we 
became parties to the Association, and the District Officers 
required to administer the laws (say three Judges and a 
Sheriff), were immediately afterwards appointed. These 
appointments are filled by Chief Factor Douglas, Mr. Forrest, 
and Mr. Simmons! (an American) as Judges, the Sheriff being 


1 British and American Foint Commission ..., ‘‘ Evidence on the Part of the 
Puget Sound Agricultural Company, Claimants ” (Montreal, 1868), pp. 34-5, 
and “‘ Evidence on the Part of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Claimants ” 
(Washington, D.C., 1865), pp. 128-9, M. T’. Simmons deposed on September 1 
and 12, 1865, that he was fifty-one years of age, a native of Kentucky, and at that 
time a farmer in Mason County, Washington Territory. He added that he came 
to Puget Sound in 1845 and began farming, milling, store-keeping and shipping 
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Mr. Jackson (an Englishman settled in the Cowelitz). In 
order to obtain the full advantage of the Laws of the Association, 
in regard to land claims, we have had the Country around this 
place surveyed, and had nine lots each of one square mile,” 
registered in the Recorder’s office, to be held for the Company 
under the names of 


James Douglas, Chief Factor 
Francis Ermatinger, Chief Trader 
Forbes Barclay, Surgeon & Clerk 
Richard Lane,? Clerk 
James Grahame,‘ do 
Thomas Lowe, do 

me William Bruce,’ Gardener 
Edward Spencer, Apprentice 
John McPhail,® Shepherd 


operations at ‘l'umwater, near Olympia. In the summer of 1849 he represented 
Lewis County in the Oregon Legislature, and in 1853 he was appointed Indian 
agent, serving in that capacity for more than seven years. 

1 British and American Foint Commission ..., “ Evidence on the Part of the 
Puget Sound Agricultural Company, Claimants” (Montreal, 1868), p. 1s, 
John R. Jackson deposed on August 29, 1865, that he became a naturalised 
American citizen in 1835, that in 1865 he was sixty-five years of age, and his 
occupation was that of a farmer at Highland Farm, Lewis County, Washington 
Territory, where he had resided since April, 1845. He added that he had held 
several official positions, first under the Oregon Legislature, and later under the 
Legislative Assembly of Washington Territory. 

2 See p. 237, “ Bill on Land Claims ”, and B. 223/b/33, fo. 132, ‘‘ Amended 
Organic Laws of Oregon 1845 ”, Land Law, “ . . . No Individual shall be allowed 
to hold a claim of more than one square mile or six hundred and forty acres in a 
square or oblong form according to the natural situation of the premises, nor shall 
any Individual be allowed to hold more than one claim at the same time. ...” 
The positions of the nine claims mentioned above are shown in a diagram printed 
in British and American Foint Commission ..., “ Evidence for the United States, 
Miscellaneous”’, p. 375. Douglas’s claim was the one which included Fort 
Vancouver and it was recorded on September 22, 1845. The remaining claims 
were recorded on October ro following. 

3 See Appendix B, p. 314. « 

4 James Allan Grahame entered the Company’s service as an apprentice clerk 
in 1843. He was appointed a Chief Trader in 1854, a Chief Factor in 186r, 
and Chief Commissioner at a salary of £1,500 per annum, exclusive of 
travelling expenses, in 1874. He retired in 1884 and died in 1905. 

5 See Appendix B, p. 309. 8 See Appendix B, p. 318. 
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and we have besides three or four more lots to take, in order 
to cover the remainder of the Company’s ground here. The 
advantage of this arrangement is, that any intruder can be 
ejected from these claims on a magistrate’s warrant, and the 
owner’s right of property protected, without his having 
recourse to violent means, or even appearing in the arrest: as 
he has only to prove that the land was registered in his name, 
and that the other requisitions of the Land Law regarding 
claims, that is to say, having the four corners marked by stakes 
or notched trees and a hut built upon it, had been duly 
executed. 

16. We shall also cover all the valuable points about the 
Cowelitz Farm and Nisqually in the same manner, so as to put 
ian end, as far as possible in our circumstances, to contention 
and strife about Land Claims. , 

17. The contribution paid by us towards the support of 
the Provisional Government amounts this year, as per 


P1sG.1¢ EB Go: 
accompanying statement,! to 70.50 P.S.Co. \and every other 
226.65/100 


member of the association is taxed at a corresponding rate. 
The salaries of the persons holding offices in the Executive 
and Judiciary are to be paid from the funds so raised, and the 
excess, if any, will be laid out under the direction of the proper 
officers, in defraying the expense of building Courthouses, 
Jails, and other necessary offices. 

18. I may further inform your Honors, that the Association 
does not pretend to exercise authority over such persons as 
have not voluntarily joined it, and do not contribute to its 
support, except in cases when injury is done to members of the 
Association, when reparation is exacted; neither does it extend 
protection to any but its own members. Any person, therefore, 
whether English or American, may become a member or 
remain unconnected, as they may choose; but the benefits of 
the Association are so apparent to all that a very few of the © 


4.Bi223/b/33, 66. 7, ~q 
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Americans, and those generally speaking of the very worst 
character, have refused to join it. 

19. The conduct of Mr. Applegate and his friends in 
promoting the union exposed him to the suspicion of the 
ultra-American party, and I am convinced it was only their 
anxiety to prevent disorders in the Country, that induced them 
to support the measure so strenuously. In fact they were 
encouraged in their course by most of the respectable Americans 
in the Settlement, who seeing the difficulty of preserving peace 
and preventing contentions about land claims, applied their 
attention to remodelling the former organic law, and divesting 
it entirely of its national character, in order to induce the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s servants to enter the Association. 
Having with these views made advances towards a union with 
us, we would not have felt justified, even on the score of 
humanity, in refusing to act unitedly with them, as by doing 
so we relieved them from the apprehension of danger; gave 
them a right to coerce American citizens, and drive them from 
the Company’s grounds by the action of the law. 

20. At the same time we have secured the rights of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, without embroiling ourselves or the 
British Government in vexatious disputes with a gang of low 
contemptible vagabonds, who would feel highly honored by 
such notice. 

21. The Ultra party were excessively annoyed at this being 
called “ Vancouver ”’ District, a point we insisted on carrying; 
it appeared to them a concession of American rights and an 
avowal of the British claim to the North bank of the Columbia, 
but the tide set so strongly against them that their opposition 
was overpowered. 

22. By this arrangement we have, in my opinion, greatly 
strengthened our position, and removed the immediate danger 
of collision, without the sacrifice of any British right or object, 
or making any unworthy concession whatever; we have 
entered the Association avowedly as British subjects, which 
will certainly not weaken our influence in the Country. Many, 
I know, will feel disposed to condemn the measure without 
understanding or enquiring into its merits; but I am happy to 
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state that the Officers of Her Majesty’s Government, who have 
since then visited this River, seem to think favorably of it, and 
I trust it will also meet the approbation of Your Honors. I 
think it would be folly in us to risk our property in supporting 
a false position, which can advance neither the interests of our 
Country nor of the Hudson’s Bay Company.| 

23. In the 6th Par. of his Letter dated 30th November 
1844, Mr. Secretary Barclay writes “The Governor and 
Committee are concerned to observe that the Beaver received 
by Mr. Manson last Spring in exchange for Otters, are 
according to that Gentleman’s report “not superior to our 
Coast Beaver’, such Beaver being far inferior in point of 
character to those which under the terms of the Agreement 
were to be given in exchange for the Otters. If this be the 
case, it is evident that the instructions of the Governor & 
Committee on this head have not been sufficiently attended 
to, as in their Despatch of 21st December 1842? Par. 12th 
they expressly directed that in taking Beaver in exchange a 
person conversant with the quality of the article should be sent 
to receive them, who would reject any skins that might not 
come up to the description expressed in the correspondence ”’; 
and again in the 20th Par. of yours of 11th March® to Sir George 
Simpson, “‘ we are surprised to learn that C. T. Manson should 
have received in fulfilment of this Agreement Beaver inferior 
in quality to McKenzie’s River Beaver. When he found that 
the skins were inferior to those stipulated to be given, he 
should at once have rejected them; had proper attention been 
paid by C. F. McLoughlin to our instructions and to the 
correspondence on this subject which was handed to him, a 
serious loss now likely to be incurred on the transaction might 
have been avoided”. Baron Wrangel writes 27 Septr./9 Octr. 
1842,4 “that an equal number of prime seasoned parchment 
Beaver skins to average not less than 14 lb. each, the produce 


1 A. 6/26, fo. 139, Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844. 

1 Seé HB V5 20G- 

3 A. 6/26, fos. 152d.-153, Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 11, 
1845. 

4D. 4/110, fos. 113-14, Wrangell to Simpson, September 27/October 9, 1842. 
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of the American shore of Behring’s Straits and that vicinity, 
be received in exchange for the Otter skins, the produce of the 
East side of the Rocky Mountains, contracted by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company to be delivered annually to the Russian American 
Company ”’. Sir George Simpson in his reply dated 27 Septr./ 
9 Octr. 18421 writes, “I am willing as a matter of experiment 
to receive from the Russian American Company for the 
Hudson’s Bay Company s000 prime seasoned parchment 
Beaver, such as you described ”’, and in Mr. Secretary Smith’s 
Letter to the Directors of the Russian American Company 
dated 16th November 1842? he writes, “‘ correspondence that 
passed between Baron Wrangel and Sir George Simpson at 
St. Petersburgh under date 27 Septr./9 Octr. 28 Septr./10 Octr. 
was this day laid before the Governor and Committee, and in 
reference to the Agreement that was entered into between 
those Gentlemen under that correspondence, by which the 
Hudson’s Bay Company were to receive at Sitka in the year 
1844, $000 prime seasoned parchment Beaver skins, the 
produce of the American shore of Behring’s Straits and that 
vicinity, to average not less than 14 Ib. each, in exchange of the 
5000 land Otter skins sold to the Russian American Company 
under the Agreement of February 1839, but in the event of 
any deficiency in the delivery of said Otter skins, the surplus 
Beaver in question to be received at the price of 20/- per lb. 
I am instructed to say that the Governor and Committee, 
anxious to consult the convenience of the Russian American 
Company, are willing to extend the Agreement in question to 
another year, say for 1845 as well as for 1844”. 

24. In these Extracts there is no mention that the Beaver to 
be delivered by the Russians was to be of a similar quality with 
the McKenzie’s River Beaver, and by Letter of Instructions 
to Mr. C. T. Manson dated 23d November 1843,? you see that 
I use precisely the words in your Instructions to me in 11th 

Par. of yours of 21st Decr. 1842,4 “‘ sooo prime seasoned 
_ parchment Beaver skins to average 14 lb. each”, and in the 
1 Tbid., fo. rr5—115d. 

2 The copy of this letter has not been traced. 

2h 223/b/23, 10.720. epee 11D 10, V 19290. 
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terms of the Agreement “ the produce of the American shore 
of Behring’s Straits and that vicinity ”’, and in compliance with 
the Instructions in your 12th Par., I wrote as you see to Mr. 
Manson “‘ you will be very particular in receiving these Beaver 
and accept of no skins but such as are of the stipulated weight 
and quality ’, and added as an opinion, “ though I presume 
you will have no trouble on that score, as the Russian American 
Company will be most anxious to execute the conditions of the 
Agreement to the Letter ’’; and in justice to Mr. Manson I 
beg to state, the reason he gave me for zor rejecting the Beaver 
as instructed, was that judging from the Beaver he had traded, 
the produce of the Country in the Interior of Lynn’s Canal, he 
believed it was, as Govr. Etholene assured him, the produce 
of the Country in the vicinity of Behring’s Straits, according to 
the terms of the Agreement, and the best Beaver the Russian 
American Company had at Sitka, and that under such 
circumstances he did not feel he could assume the responsibility 
of rejecting so large a lot. However as an assortment they are 
superior to what Mr. Manson represented, but you have seen 
the Beaver. 

25. In the 7th Par.,1 “The Governor and Committee are 
not a little surprised at your suggestion of raising Wheat at the 
Columbia by the Servants of the Company, or of purchasing 
it at Calefornia and grinding it into Flour to send it to Sidney ”’. 
[ beg to observe I have not been understood. In the 13th Par. 
of yours of 21st Decr. 1842? you write, “it is probable ina year 
or two hence the Russian American Company may require a 
further quantity of flour beyond what is already contracted for, 
for Kamschatka.”’ As you had not stated the quantity you 
expected would be required or the price, in order that you 
might be better able to decide on the measure, I gave you in 
reply in the 15th Par. of mine of 15th November 1843,? an 
account of the Wheat in store, its then cost, the prospect of our 
getting more, its cost per bushel, what could be depended on 
as the produce of the Hudson’s Bay and Puget Sound 
Companies’ farms, and what could be procured from the 


1A. 6/26, fo. 139, Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844. 
+See H.B.b. Vis 200. Sbid. #p.aog. 
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Settlers, and the demands on us for which we had to provide. 
It is true I stated we might purchase Wheat in Calefornia, and 
that it might be manufactured into Flour and sent to Woahoo, 
but what I meant was, that if the Calefornia trade was 
continued, and that there was a demand for Flour at Woahoo, 
the Wheat traded in Calefornia might be a valuable adjunct 
to that branch of business. I likewise stated that I was 
informed that Wheat sold frequently for 8/- and 1o/- per 
bushel in New South Wales, but I observed at the same time 
I did not rely on my informant, and merely intended it as a 
point of intelligence, on which you were to decide, and never 
certainly had the idea of employing the Company’s Servants 
to raise Wheat to send to Sidney, as if it had not been for the 
great expense of importing Flour from Europe, the serious 
injury it received on the voyage, and the absolute necessity of 
being independent of Indians for provisions, I never would 
have encouraged our farming in this Country, but it was 
impossible to carry on the trade without it, and in suggesting 
that wheat might be had in Calefornia, I was only following up 
the plan you directed in the 7th Par. of yours of 8th Decr. 
1835,' when you first wrote me you wished to enter on the 
Calefornia trade,—‘‘ The Calefornia trade should likewise be 
pushed if it pays at all, it will afford a freight to our Country 
vessels, and a filling-up freight in the article of tallow to the 
homeward ship of the season ”’ 

26. In the roth Par.22 Mr. Secretary Barclay writes, “the 
report on the trade of the North West Coast contained in your 
Despatches to the Governor and Committee and to Sir George 
Simpson is upon the whole satisfactory, the advantages however 
which the Governor and Committee had hoped would be 
derived from placing the Columbia Department under the 
charge of one person, have I am sorry to state not been realized. 
After maturely considering the results which have been 
obtained up to the present time, and looking forward to the 
probable circumstances of the future, they are decidedly of 


1 A. 6/23, fo. 153d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 8, 
1535 
2 A. 6/26, fo. 139d., Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844. 
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opinion that it is not advisable that the charge of so extensive 
a District should be confided to one individual however 
experienced; they have therefore resolved that the Country 
shall be divided into two or more Districts, each to be 
represented by a commissioned officer. This resolution will be 
communicated to the Northern Council in the next general 
Letter, together with Instructions to the Council to make such 
a division of the Country, and to appoint such Officers as they 
may think fit. The Governor and Committee have also 
determined as a necessary consequence that the Allowance of 
£500 per annum which was granted to you beyond your 
emoluments as a Chief Factor, in consideration of the great 
extent and consequent responsibility of the charge committed 
to you, shall cease on the 31st May 1845.” 

27. As I stated in the 18th Par. of mine of 19th July last? 
‘as to the £500 it is a part of the conditions on which I 
renewed my Agreement with the Hudson’s Bay Company 
through Sir George Simpson, and I beg to state that I would 
have renewed my Agreement on no other terms; and that I 
should have charge of the Columbia Department ”’; and I 
objected at the time to Sir George Simpson at the clause giving 
power to the Committee to place any Commissioned Officer 
on the retired list.2 His reply was, “ you need not be anxious 
about it, this will not be done to you ’’, however it is not my 
wish to remain in the Service if my conduct is disapproved of. 
But in justice to myself, I beg to request your Honors will 
please state what act or acts of mine have induced them to 


< 


* Seep n.00. 

2 McLoughlin is referring to one of the new clauses which, with the sanction 
and confirmation of a majority of commissioned officers, were inserted in the 
revised Deed Poll of 1834. For the Deed Poll of March 26, 1821, see H.B.S., 
III, 327-44. A. 6/23, fo. 76-76d., Governor and Committee to Simpson, 
March 8, 1834, “ By the present Constitution [Deed Poll of 1821]... the 
Company [the Governor and Committee in London] have no power to dispense 
with the Services of any Commissioned Officer, however old, infirm, imbecile or 
troublesome he may be; this 1s contrary to mercantile usage and to the usage of 
all public or private Services, and might be productive of serious inconvenience and 
injury to the Concern; no one we think can therefore question the reasonableness 
and expediency of this alteration ”’. 
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withdraw the allowance of {500 per annum from me, as | 
think before proceeding to this I ought in justice to have been 
informed of what I had done, so as to have an opportunity to 
vindicate myself if I could. 

28. “ The unfortunate death of your son at Stikene! in the 
Spring of 1842 has, as was to be expected, been a source of 
great grief and affliction to you, and your mind has naturally 
been much occupied in considering the means by which the 
parties who committed the act which caused his death may 
be brought to trial; but while the Governor & Committee 
sympathize with you as a father, and feel deeply concerned 
that so disgraceful a transaction should have taken place at one 
of their Establishments, they cannot approve of the measure 
you have adopted of sending all the parties concerned in it to 
Canada the way you have done. 

‘ From the information they have received, this appears to 
have been both an irregular and injudicious proceeding, and 
they doubt much if the object aimed at will be attained; but 
as you have chosen your own course, and instructed your Agent 
in Canada to institute legal proceedings in the Courts there, 
the Governor and Committee decline any interference on the 
part of the Company, and consider you responsible for all 
costs and consequences that may ensue.” 

29. I am obliged to Your Honors for your kindjsympathy 
on the murder of my late son, and if due pains had been taken 
to examine into that atrocious deed at first, by Sir George 
Simpson, it would not have been my painful duty to trouble 
you so much as I have done, and it was sufficiently mortifying 
to my feelings to have seen Philip Smith rewarded by Sir 
George Simpson by an increase of wages, without having the 
additional outrage inflicted on my feelings by seeing Charles 
Boulanger, one of the Stikene men implicated in the murder 
of my late son, sent this season back to this Department; and 
I am informed others of the men implicated in the Stikene 
murder are in the Company’s Service. The man Philip Smith 
is a common laborer, who had been left by Sir George Simpson 


* Paragraph 28 is a quotation of paragraph 11 of Barclay’s letter to McLoughlin 
of November 30, 1844. (A. 6/26, fo. 140). 
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as a temporary assistant to my late son, and though he saw 
Heroux load a gun with which he told Smith he intended to 
shoot my son, yet Smith never told my son of his danger, and 
though Smith declared this to Sir George Simpson in his 
deposition, instead of reprimanding him and of taking measures 
to dismiss this man from the service as soon as possible, Sir 
George Simpson rewarded him by allowing him an increase of 
wages for the year he had yet to serve, and ordered him to be 
re-engaged at this increased rate for two years commencing 
from the expiration of his existing agreement; which I merely 
mention as a duty, so as to be clear of the consequences which 
must result from such proceedings. 

30. As to my having “ chosen my own course’’, I only 
instructed my Agent to prosecute if the Hudson’s Bay 
Company did not do so, and as Sir George Simpson told him 
you would not prosecute the murderer of my late son, I had 
no other alternative but to act as I did, after the manner Sir 
George Simpson took the Depositions, stating everything the 
deponents were pleased to say, without taking the trouble to 
ascertain if it was true or not; acting upon it as if it was true, 
(we know now that what was true was grossly exaggerated, 
that the greater part is false, and that Philip Smith deliberately 
perjured himself) and founding his opinion on the Depositions 
he took, Sir George Simpson sanctioned with the authority of 
his name calumnies against the memory of a man who was 
murdered merely because he obeyed the instructions he 
received from him, (and which were proper) from which 
calumnies his memory could be relieved and justice done to all 
parties only by bringing the affair to a judicial investigation, 
and as an act of justice I must say though Sir George Simpson 
is accountable for the manner he took the Depositions, yet if 
Mr. Rowand had done his duty and mentioned to Sir George 
Simpson at Stikene as he did here, that he considered my late 
son’s life in danger from the bad disposition of the men at 
Stikene, my son would not have been murdered. And Sir 
George Simpson cannot forget that I repeatedly mentioned to 
him the danger to which Mr. Rowand often told me my son 
was exposed. 


a 


oot! Ces age Meer na 


NOVEMBER 20, 1845 i a4 


31. Sir George Simpson in his Letter to your Honors dated 
London sth Jany. 18431! writes ‘I have learned from Dr. 
Rowand that his father and himself were informed by their 
servant La Grasse that the conduct of Mr. McLoughlin Junior 
was exceedingly violent and irregular, and that in an act of 
violence of then recent occurrence a sword was broken’. To 
show Your Honors how little pains Sir George Simpson takes 
to examine if what is reported to him be true and how incorrect 
some of his informants are, I may mention that the sword 
alluded to was not broken in an act of violence on any person, 
but by accident; and as to the violent and irregular conduct, you 
see in Mr. Roderick Finlayson’s Deposition, who was with my 
late son from the day he took charge in March 1841 to the 
2d October 1841, when Mr. & Dr. Rowand were at Stikene 
and left him, that the only punishment my deceased son 
inflicted during that time was that he chastised his servant once 
for stealing Rum and getting drunk, Pierre Kanaquassé for 
stealing the provisions of the Fort and giving them to Indians, 
and flogged two Sandwich Islanders for sleeping on their 
watch (as the security of the Establishment depended on the 
vigilance of the sentries); and even from the Depositions taken 
from the men themselves, it is certain on their own shewing 
they were not punished more severely than from their own 
confession their misconduct deserved; and if my deceased son 
was alive to state what they had done, I am certain it would be 
found much less than ought to have been inflicted, and that 
there was not the least foundation for Sir George Simpson 
writing to me in his letter of 27th April 1842, “ But I consider 
it due to the people to say that as a body their conduct 
throughout has been fully better than could have been expected 
under such inhuman treatment as they were frequently 
exposed to’, and there can be no doubt in the minds of those 
acquainted with these men, that from the manner La Grasse 
reported to them Mr. Rowand received the stories he told him, 
these men were induced to be more troublesome to my late 
son than they would otherwise have been, and that that may 
have led to his murder. Whatever may be the consequences 

cel ¢ ern ie ECG 2 Ibid p. 345: 
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of what I have done, I will have the satisfaction to feel that in 
acting as I did, I was only fulfilling my duty by doing what [ 
could to see justice done, though I have not been able to 
accomplish it. 

32. In the 12th Par. of your Despatch to Sir George 
Simpson dated 11th March 1845, you write, “We have | 
perused with much attention the Report contained in Par. 9 
to 43 inclusive of your Despatch of 20th June® last on the 
Business of the West side of the Mountains, which does not 
by any means appear to be in so prosperous or satisfactory a 
state as could be desired. This seems to arise from a variety 
of causes, but more especially from the very injurious and 
inconvenient proximity of Emigrants from the United States, 
and from the presence of strange vessels on the Coast’’. | beg 
to submit that I consider it would have been but right and 
proper as an act of justice to us in this Department, and to the 
Company in case of misapprehension, that Sir George Simpson 
had sent a copy of this Report to us. Pa 

33. As to the Mills mentioned in the 17th Paragraph of 
that Despatch,® and in the 38th and 39th Par. of Sir George 
Simpson’s of 16th June last, I am surprised and pained after 


1 A. 6/26, fo. 151. 

2 A. 12/2, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, June 20, 1844. 

3 A, 6/26, fo. 152, Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 11,1845, Par. 
17, ‘‘ In the 14th par. of your dispatch of 20th June you state that the cost of the 
two mills, erected under the direction of C. Factor McLoughlin at the Wallamette 
Falls has been carried to an account headed ‘ John McLoughlin—suspense 
account ’, while the proprietorship is in abeyance, Mr. McLoughlin alleging that 
the Americans will not acknowledge any right under which the Company can 
hold such property, and that it is in consequence held at present by sufferance in 
that gentleman’s name. ‘The cost of these mills, we have to remark, ought to 
have been charged immediately to the Fur trade, in like manner as any other 
buildings required for the service, for although Mr. McLoughlin happened, at 
the time they were erected to be in charge of the Company’s business, he can have 
no more claim to the proprietorship than any other member of the Fur trade”. 

4D. 4/67, fo. 65, Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, Red River 
Settlement, June 16, 1845, par. 38. “... I have received [a letter] . . . marked 
‘ private’ and another marked ‘ private & confidential’ both under date 20 
March, & another of 29 March. The letters marked ‘ private & confidential ’ 
and ‘ private’ being upon public business I shall notice them here.” Par. 39. 
“The letter marked ‘ private and confidential’ refers to the Mills erected on the 
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what I have written to see from the manner this is mentioned, 
that my views and intentions have been misunderstood, and in 
justice to myself and family, I beg to state I acted as I did in 
this affair to support the interest of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
and to fulfil more effectually the views in your Instructions, than 
[ could in any other manner possibly accomplish. In the sth 
Par. of yours of 28th Augt. 18351 you write ‘“‘ with respect to 
the Americans, we have no doubt that you have done that 
which appears right in regard to Wyeth and we hope it may 
prove so, but we are decidedly of opinion that the very reverse 
of the system we recommend as applicable to the Russians 
should be pursued towards the Americans. Wherever they 
attempt to establish a Post on shore we should have a party to 
oppose them, and to undersell them even at a loss’, this is, 
as a general rule, the best way to contend with opponents in 
trade in this Country. 

34. As the “ Falls of the Wallamette”’ are destined by 
nature to be the most important place in this country, and 
though there were improvements on it, yet the Methodist 
Mission wanted to possess themselves of the place, of which I 
was informed in 1840. But I could not believe that persons 
calling themselves Ministers of the Gospel would do what 
their countrymen of the most humble station in life having 
the least regard for right would condemn. I did not therefore 


Willamette Falls by the Company, which C. F. McLoughlin expresses a readiness 
to take on his own account at their cost, or the amount of outlay upon them, as 
exhibited in the Company’s books—and has handed, through Mr. Mactavish, 
two bills in payment, say one for £685. 12. 2 being the outlay for Out. 1843, 
and the other for £3487. 19. 4, being the outlay for Out. 1844, making together 
£4173. 11.6. Weconsider it advisable, under existing circumstances, to accept 
C. F. McLoughlin’s offer.... These bills...cover the outlay up to the 1 
January, when the accounts of Out. 1844 were closed; it is, therefore, to be 
understood that, the Salaries of any officers & wages of any servants that may have 
been employed—the cost of provisions—and all other expences whatsoever which 
have been incurred subsequent to that date, are to be charged to Mr. 
McLoughlin’s private account, pricing all supplies he may receive beyond 
personal necessaries according to the rule laid down in the 80 Resolve of Council 
[of 1845].” See p. r50, n. 1. 

1A. 6/23, fo. 140, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, August 28, 


1835. 
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give credit to my informant, and you have seen by the 
documents I forwarded to you on this subject the very 
insidious manner they took to endeavour to attain their object, 
and as they wanted by securing the place to increase their 
influence, so as to oppose us more effectually; to defeat them 
and to secure the place, it became necessary to build there, 
and though I might have built there in 1842 for the Hudson's 
Bay Company in compliance with Sir George Simpson’s 
Instructions in the 7th Par. of his Letter dated Woahoo Ist 
March 1842,! to whom in 1829 and 1841 I had pointed out 
the importance of the place, yet as the Methodist Mission had 
excited a strong national feeling against the Hudson’s Bay 
Company without any cause whatever (as it is well known we 
never did them anything but good) and they acted thus as they 
said from National views, merely because we were a British 
Association maintaining & extending British influence, | was 
afraid if I built the Mill in the name of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, it would be destroyed, from the feeling they had 
excited against us among their countrymen; and even if this 
did not occur, as you had written in your Despatch of 21st 
July 1824,2 ‘‘ We cannot expect a more southern Boundary 
than the Columbia in any treaty with the Americans ”’, when 
that occurs the Company would lose all its improvements at 
the place, which would become the property of the Methodist 
Mission and of Mr. Waller, without their paying one farthing 
for them, in the same way as one Beaubien dispossessed the 
United States of their Barracks at Chicago? under the 

1 See H.B.S., V1, 266. The mill machinery which Simpson, in his letter to 
McLoughlin of March 1, 1842, said should be erected at Willamette Falls was 
that supplied by Messrs. James Abernethy & Co. (see ibid., p. 160, n. 2). 
D. 4/110, fos. 26d.—27, Simpson to Governor and Committee, Fort Vancouver, 
November 25, 1841, par. 45, stated it was probable that the machinery supplied 
by Messrs. James Abernethy & Co. would be erected at the head of Puget 
Sound. Ibid., fos. 37d.-38, par. 66, Simpson reconsidered the proposal made in 
par. 45, and decided instead that the mill machinery should be erected at 
Willamette Falls. 

2 A. 6/21, fo. 13, Governor and Committee to J. D. Cameron or the Senior 
Officer in charge at Fort George, Columbia River, July 22 [not 21], 1824, 


private and confidential. 
3 For an account of Jean Baptiste Beaubien’s claim to part of the Fort Dearborn 
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pre-emption laws of the United States; and as there was no 
other way to avoid this loss, I conceived it necessary to follow 
out the plan and build there, but to build in my name. I did 
so, and wrote in my private letter to Sir George Simpson dated 
20th March 1843,! giving hima short detail of the proceedings 
of Mr. Waller and the Methodist Mission, and stating, “ In 
acting as I have done, I have only been actuated by a desire to 
secure it more effectually to the concern and to have less 
disputes about it, as I think it can be more effectually secured 
in the name of an individual than in that of the Company, and 
I wish to know 


Can the Company secure this place in their own names 
If they cannot, can I secure it for them in my name? 


If either of these can be done, I will do it at once. If the 
Company cannot keep it in their name, nor I cannot keep it 
for them in mine, | will then keep it in my own name on my 
own account. In the meantime till I hear from you, I will go 
on as if it was mine’. In the 29th Par. of his reply dated 21st 
June 18432 he writes “‘ with respect to your private letter of 
20th March on the subject of our claim to the Wallamette 
Falls, I submitted the same to Mr. Recorder Thom for his 
opinion, which I beg to annex, and have handed both the letter 
and copy of opinion to the Governor and Committee ’’, you see 
in this answer there is nothing explicit, nor is Mr. Recorder 
Thom’s more so; but if Sir George Simpson had authorized 
me to take possession of it in my name, I would not have given 
five acres land and five hundred dollars to the Revd. Mr. 
Waller, and if I had received your Honors decision in time 
(which I could at the same time I received copy of Mr. Thom’s 


reservation at Chicago see A. T. Andreas, History of Chicago . . . (Chicago, 1884), 
I, 84-6. 

1 The original of this letter has not been traced. A copy in B. 223/b/30, fos. 
38—40d. is dated March 20, 1843, but another copy in D. 5/8 is dated April 20, 
1843. In this letter McLoughlin included copies of his correspondence with the 
Rev. Jason Lee on the subject of the Rev. A. F. Waller. Copies of this 
correspondence are also included in his ‘“‘ Statement ” on the affair in Appendix 
A, pp. 201-2. 

2D. 4/28, fo. 72d. For Thom’s opinion see H.B.8., VI, 165, n. 1. 
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reply to my queries in regard to Deserters,! as I sent them by 
the same Despatch in which I sent my Queries to Sir George 
Simpson) I would have been able to give a test of proprietorship, 
and would not have had to give five thousand four hundred 
dollars to the Methodist Mission for the lots I had to purchase 
from them, as they had no just or legal claim and I could have 
ejected them, and which I did, because if it came to a legal 
decision I could not produce a legal test of proprietorship; and 
all the money laid out there would be lost and the building go 
to the Methodist Mission; and as all that had been done there 
was contrary to the Instructions in yours of 21st July 1824,? I 
might be blamed, though in building there I did so to promote 
the interest of the Company in order to avert this loss. As I 
was situated I had no alternative but to act as I did, as the 
Methodist Mission was broken up and selling all their effects ; 
and as these lots were required to complete the Establishment, 
if I allowed them to pass to the possession of others, I would 
not get them without paying much dearer for them. 

35. If I had intended to speculate, I would not have taken 
Abernethy’s mill (for 1f any part breaks the whole will become 
useless, as in this Country there are no means of repairing it) 
when I had orders not to erect it, but which I did because it 
was a dead weight in the Stores of the Company, and if not 
erected then (as Mr. Fenton® the Millwright at the time said 


1 Thom’s opinion dated June 17, 1843, regarding deserters has not been traced. 
McLoughlin asked for advice in dealing with deserters in his dispatch to the 
Governor and Committee of October 31, 1842 (see H.B.S., VI, 76). Simpson 
received a copy of this letter in the ordinary course of business and, noting the 
request, consulted Adam ‘Thom, Recorder of Rupert Land. His opinion was 
sent to the Governor and Committee under cover of Simpson’s dispatch dated 
Red River Settlement, June 21, 1843 (A. 12/2), and according to A. 6/26, fo. 
8sd., “ List of Papers p. Brothers, Captain Flere” it was sent to McLoughlin 
from London in October, 1843. : 

A. 6/21, fo. 11-11d., Governor and Committee to Gentlemen Chief Factors 
in charge of the Columbia District, July 22 [not 21], 1824, giving instructions 
that Fort Vancouver was to be built on the north bank of the Columbia, and that 
everything belonging to the Company was to be removed from the south side of 
the river. 

3 John Fenton was engaged by the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company on 
June 30, 1841, as a millwright and miller to supervise the erection and working 
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and still says he would go home at the end of his engagement) 
the Mill would have become a complete loss to the Company. 
To sum up the subject, I erected the Mill to manage the 
business under my charge with more advantage to the 
Company, by enabling me to oppose our rivals in trade more 
effectually. Having acted from these motives and with these 
views in compliance with the spirit and tenor of your 
instructions and those of Sir George Simpson, I need not say 
how I must feel at the perusal of Mr. Secretary Barclay’s 
Despatch of 30th Novr. 1844, yours to Sir George Simpson of 
11th March 1845, and Sir George Simpson’s to me of the 
16th June last... And so far am | from wishing to speculate, 
that as I consider (for reasons which | will state in a subsequent 
part of this Despatch) that the Hudson’s Bay Company will 
find it to their interest to carry on business there as long as the 
law allows them, and as for this purpose the use of those 
premises will be highly advantageous to them, and as I 
intended them for that purpose, I will offer them to my 
successors at a rent sufficient to cover the wear and tear on the 
buildings &c with a right to sell them as soon as I find a 
purchaser. But it may be said, why not hold the claim in 
trust for the Company as others hold here? that cannot be 
done, as I have given building lots on which the people have 
made improvements, and as the Company would lose the claim 
the moment it becomes U. S. Territory, these men would lose 


of the flour and barley mill which that Company had bought from Messrs. James 
Abernethy & Co. of Ferryhill Foundry, Aberdeen, earlier in the year (see H.B.8., 
V1, 161, n.2.). He was recommended by Messrs. Abernethy as a “‘ steady well 
behaved young man”’, and, after certain objections he had to the terms of 
the contract had been removed (“ the protection ” appearing “‘ to be all on the 
‘side’ of his employers), he was engaged for five years at £80 per annum. He 
sailed from London in the Vaxcouver to Fort Vancouver, where he was employed 
asa miller. The mill from Abernethy & Co. was not erected until 1844. His 
services were transferred to the Hudson’s Bay Company during outfit 1843-44, 
and in December, 1848, the Governor and Committee were informed that it was 
Fenton’s intention to leave the service at the close of outfit 1848-49. 
1 A. 6/26, fos. 138-41, Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844; ibid., 
fos. 149-159d., Governor and Committee to Simpson, March’ 11, 1845; and 
D. 4/67, fos. 52—-68d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, June 16, 


1845. 
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their property; to avert this, ] can only make a sale of it to an 
individual. 

36. In the roth Paragraph! you say, “On delivery of. her 
cargo at Fort Victoria the engagement of the chartered vessel 
to the Company terminates, and she will be at the disposal of 
the Commander for the benefit of the owners, but is not again 
to be taken up for the Company’s Service, as there will be then 
as many vessels in the Country as can be advantageously 
employed.” The transport by sea of this Department in 
consequence of the growing population and extension of our 
business in the Country is increasing, and next year we will 
unavoidably have at least 6000 Barrels Flour to send to 
market, besides deals, spars, & salt salmon for the Sandwich 
Islands. We have besides a cargo of Wheat to send to New 
Archangel, a service (owing to the stormy climate) which will 
employ a vessel the greater part of the Summer. We have 
also the transport to and from the Posts in the Straits of De 
Fuca which will give full employment to the Cadboro, and we 
have also to send the Outfits and bring the Returns of the 
Posts on the N.W. Coast which will employ another vessel 
a great part of the season. We have the Furs of the Interior 
to be sent round to Victoria, and the Outfit for this place to be 
brought here, and to despatch one vessel with the Returns for 
England in November, after which we remain with one Barque 
and the Cadboro (which is not to be depended on for a sea 
voyage in Winter) until the next London ship arrives in 1847. 

37. From this your Honors will see that this amount of 
work cannot be got through with the shipping means at our 
disposal, and besides what I have stated, the Russian American 
Company have just written to us to send them an additional 
cargo of Wheat and Flour, and we are likewise directed to send 


1 A, 6/26, fo. 150d., Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 11, 1845. 
The preceding part of paragraph ro reads: “’The goods required for the 
Columbia as p. Indent, shipment 1845, Outfit 1847, will be forwarded by a 
chartered vessel to sail from hence the second week in September, touching at the 
Sandwich Islands.... ‘That vessel will thence proceed to Fort Victoria, there to 
deliver the remainder of her cargo, which it is intended should remain in depot at 
that establishment in reserve for Outfit 1847....” 
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to Victoria 1000 Barrels Flour for the use of any of Her 
Majesty’s Ships which may call there; and instead of increasing 
our shipping, as I requested in mine of 4th July 1844! by 
sending a larger vessel to replace the Schooner Cadboro, you 
have increased the labour in the Department by ordering the 
chartered vessel to leave the Outfit for this place at Victoria, 
while you have diminished our means by directing us not to 
employ her; and I beg to state in justice to the business that 
you will find it necessary to authorize the officer at this place 
to get the Outfit brought here by the chartered vessel after she 
has landed the Outfit for the Coast at Fort Victoria, and also 
to deliver her a cargo for Woahoo or Tahiti, all which ought 
to be conditionally settled with the owners in England, and 
as you see by the 20th Par. of mine of 19th July last, we will 
have a large quantity of produce to send to Tahiti if Messrs. 
Pelly & Allan can secure the contract and get means to 
transport it; and as those prices will pay us I write by the 
present opportunity to Messrs. Pelly and Allan if they can 
secure the contract to charter her (if they consider she will 
answer the purpose and can get her on favorable terms) to 
take a cargo to Tahiti, trusting, as you see the necessity of the 
case, that it will meet with your approbation. 

38. As to the application of the Russians for another cargo 
of Wheat and Flour, if I was in charge I would not send it, 
unless instructed, as I consider the Company lose money at the 
present price, say 10/9 per Fanega of 126 lbs. owing to the 
length of time the vessels take to make the voyage. The 
Vancouver left this on the 7th May for Sitka, and only arrived 
here on the 12th Instant. But if the Russians would send here 
for the Wheat, that price would pay. 

39. In the 18th Paragraph,2—‘ We notice what you say 
in your 19th Par. of your Despatch? in regard to the trade in 


=pee p. 56 and n. 1, 

2A. 6/26, fo. 152d., Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 11, 
1845. 

3 A. 12/2, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, Fort Garry, June 20, 
1844, par. 1g, “‘ An extensive trade in buying & selling seems to be carried on at 
Ft. Vancouver with the settlers: but although the selling prices are high, say 80 
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buying and selling carried on at Vancouver with Settlérs, from 
which it appears that credit is taken in the Columbia Accounts 
for a sum of £6000 owing by them; you will have to draw 
the particular attention of Council to this subject to adopt some 
improved mode of conducting our dealings with these people, 
as from the heavy amount of outstanding debts, it appears to us 
that the present system must be defective and objectionable, 
and we cannot too strongly impress upon you the advantage 
of confining the dealing with settlers to prompt payment 
transactions as the best means of guarding against loss and 
difficulties arising out of disputes in the adjustment of 
Accounts ”’, and Sir George Simpson in the 41st Par. of his of 
16th June last, “‘ the credit system of business has been carried 
on we think to a very imprudent extent ’’. I beg to observe, as 
I already reported, we have since 1840 had a strong opposition 
in the Methodist Mission, Captn. Couch came also that year 
and returned in 1842, as also Captn. Chapman, and in 1843 
Mr. Pettygrove. Captn. Chapman went away the same year 
he came and gave up the business; the Methodists are broken 
both as a Mission and as Store Keepers, but Mr. Abernethy ? 
has purchased their small remains, and with Couch and 
Pettygrove are our present competitors. This last Spring the 
Methodists offered to sell me their debts amounting to twenty 


& roo p. Cent advance on prime cost (grain & furs being payable in goods at 
50 p. Cent and a dollar valued at 4/6) we are very doubtful that this is a 
remunerating business, especially so, as we observe in the Columbia accounts of 
this year, that credit is taken for a sum of £6000 for debts owing by the Settlers, 
many of which, I fear, are doubtful, while others are unquestionably bad. I have 
drawn the attention of C. F. McLoughlin particularly to this subject, stating our 
apprehensions that the system will be found a bad one & strongly urging that our 
dealings be confined to a barter & ready money trade....” 

1D. 4/67, fo. 66, Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, June 16, 
1845. 

2 George Abernethy (1807-77), merchant, churchman and administrator, 
came to Oregon from New York City on the Lawsanne in 1840 to assume the | 
financial management of the Methodist Mission. For many years he was the 
outstanding American business man of the Pacific Northwest. He served as 
Governor of Oregon for two terms from 1845 until the Provisional Government 
was supplanted by the Territorial Government in 1849. See Dictionary of 
American Biography. 
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seven thousand dollars, and Captn. Couch in August last 
offered to sell me his as he said amounting to thirty thousand, 
which of course I would not purchase, but which I mention 
that you may know how we were situated, and our Returns 
shew they got very few furs, as you can satisfy yourselves by 
the abstract of Accounts forwarded with this, and as you know, 
in competition we must regulate our proceedings by those of 
our opponents; and I also followed in acting as I did the 
Instructions in the sth Par. of your Despatch of 28th August 
1835,! “with respect to the Americans, we have no doubt that 
you have done that which appeared to you to be best with 
regard to Mr. Wyeth, and we hope it may prove so, But we 
are decidedly of opinion that the very reverse of the system we 
recommend as applicable to the Russians should be pursued 
towards the Americans. Wherever they attempt to establish 
a Post on shore, we should have a party to oppose them even 
at a loss. Wherever they have a ship on the Coast we should 
have one there to compete with them, the sacrifice in opposition, 
you must from experience have found, is the cheapest in the 
long run”, and you repeat the same in the 33d Par. of yours 
of 15th August 1843,” “ You will in all probability have been 
visited by Captn. Couch this last Summer as you expected. 
In cases of this kind we can give you no particular directions 
for your conduct, as you must be governed by circumstances 
as they arise; the general principle to be acted upon when 
competition occurs is to endeavour to defeat the object of the 
intruder by every fair means within your power, rendering his 
speculation unprofitable, and selling at a small or even no profit 
for the ttme. We have but a choice of evils in such cases, but 
this plan we are of opinion will prove the least disadvantageous 
in the long run.” This most certainly is in my opinion the 
only way to compete in this Country with an opposition, and 
which I have always seen followed; and which I considered it 
advisable to follow in this case, so as to secure our hold on the 
farmers, especially as you write in the 13th Par. of yours of 


1 A. 6/23, fo. 140, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, August 28, 
1835. 
2 This should read September 27, 1843. See H.B.S., VI, 313-14. 
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21st December 1842,! “It is probable in a year or two hence 
the Russian American Company may require a further quantity 
of Flour beyond what is already contracted for, for 
Kamschatka ”’, I therefore made advances to meet this expected 
demand, as it would be better if not required to send it to 
Woahoo than not to be able to fulfil the contract; and in 1842 
& 1843 a great number of American Immigrants came to the 
Country, many of whom were ina destitute condition, who had 
not wherewith to pay even canoe hire to Indians for bringing 
them from the Dalles to this place, and if I had not made them 
advances to enable them to do so, they would have got into 
quarrels with the Indians, would have been murdered, our 
business would have suffered, and it would have been reported 
throughout the world that we had set the Indians to murder 
these poor people, and time only could have cleared us of this 
odious imputation; meanwhile this defamatory report would 
most assuredly have injured the Company. But even if these 
Immigrants had not been murdered by the Indians and that in 
consequence of our refusing them assistance some of them had 
perished, (as I believe would have been the case, and which all 
the Americans admit) such an outcry would justly have been 
raised against us here, that even you in London would have 
suffered by it, and be blamed for the inhuman conduct of those 
persons managing the business of which you had the supreme 
direction, and I believe you would have been among the first 
to censure my conduct, and in acting as I have done I firmly 


believe time will prove I have not only fulfilled the dictates of | 


humanity, but most effectually promoted the best interests of 
the Company, as after all, these men are paying their debts 
(charged with Interest at 6 per cent) and the whole amount 
will be considerably reduced this year, and though we may and 
will lose some, still on the whole we will draw in a sufficient 
sum to pay and leave us a handsome profit on the whole 
amount, for I must do the Americans the justice to say that as a 
body they are most anxious to pay their debts, and though 
there are among them a few bad characters, as is the case in all 


1 A. 6/26, fo. 37-374., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 
Pi eA. 
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large communities, still as a body it is certain they will support 
what is right, and their hostility towards us though it was very 
great, as through ignorance of ours they thought we were 
infringing ‘heir national rights, as stated in the speeches of 
Messrs. Lynn, Benton, and Buchanan, and in the pamphlets 
of Messrs. Slacum, Kelly, and Spaulding,+ in which we are 
represented to have caused between four and five hundred 
_American citizens to be murdered; and so firmly did these 
men believe that we had acted as represented, that they 
thought when they left the United States they would have to 
build Forts to defend themselves from us and the Indians 
whom we would set on them; and certainly no person can 
blame them for feeling as they did, after hearing such false 
reports concerning us, but now that they are correctly informed, 
I am happy to find these prejudices are disappearing fast. 
40. In Par. 1gth,? ‘‘ With regard to the cattle purchased 
from Mr. Lease of Calefornia by Mr. McLoughlin to the 
amount of £500, noticed in the 20th Par.,? which you say Mr. 
McLoughlin expresses his willingness either to retain on his 
account or make over to the Company. We altogether 
disapprove of the transaction as we feel persuaded that without 
this addition the Company had as many Cattle as could be 
immediately turned to advantage. But as the purchase has 
been made, we have to recommend that the cattle be assumed 


by the Fur Trade refunding Mr. McLoughlin the purchase 


1 See H.B.S., VI, 30-2, 113, LI1I-19, 142-7, 182, 184-92. 

2 A. 6/26, fo. 152d., Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 11, 1845. 

3 A. 12/2, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, Fort Garry, June 20, 
1844, par. 20, “ A large number of cattle (estimated at 1500 head) was brought 
by the American Settlers last year to the Willamette, besides a herd of about 600 
by a person of the name of Lease from California; of the latter Mr. McLoughlin 
informs me under private cover, that he has bought about £500 worth, which he 
is willing either to retain on his own account or make over to the Company; but 
I have conveyed my disapprobation of this transaction in a letter dated 15 inst. 
to that gentleman... from a feeling that the cattle might have been more 
advantageously distributed among the settlers with a view to the formation of an 
export trade in the articles of hides & Tallow, while the Company has already as 
many as it can keep in a domesticated state. "The cattle in question Mr. 
McLoughlin has paid for out of his own private funds, but it is for your honors to 
determine whether they are to be assumed by the Company or not.” 

I 
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money which he has advanced, and we wish it to be distinctly 
understood that such transactions as are out of the ordinary 
course of our business will not, unless entered on by special 
authority, be sanctioned hereafter.” In mine of 20th March 
18441 I wrote to Sir George Simpson, ‘“‘ Last Summer Lease 
brought a herd of Cattle from Calefornia, and as there were 
people in the Wallamette who wanted to buy them to form a 
Cattle Company, which would have interfered with us; to 
prevent this I bought to the amount of £500, but as I have no 
orders and the Company do not require them, I drew on my 
private funds, and if it is wished I will transfer them to the 
Company; but before I receive your answer, as I have no 
particular wish to keep them on my own hands, if I find an 
opportunity to dispose of them in the way I wish, I will do so, 
as my object in purchasing them was to prevent their falling 
into the possession of people to whom they would afford means 
of opposing us; and if you direct them to be taken for the 
Company the proceeds will be taken for the Company. If you 
do not wish it they will remain on my own account; my object 
is to place some person to sell Beef in opposition to those who 
are now selling it at 3d. per Ib., but to oppose them effectually 
the person cannot afford to pay more than Cost and Charges 
for the Cattle.” The persons selling Beef at 3d. p. lb. were 
making a good business, and as they were strongly opposed to 
the Hudson’s Bay Coy., I purchased these Cattle and sold them 
to individuals who have been opposing our opponents by 
selling Beef, and most certainly I gained nothing by the 
transaction except depriving persons who want to injure us 
of the means of doing so. 

41. As I have received Sir George Simpson's Despatch of 
16th June? last by Chief Factor Ogden, I beg to take the 
liberty to trouble you with the following remarks. 


1’Two letters of this date addressed to Simpson and both in McLoughlin’s 
writing, have been found in D. 5/10 and B. 223/b/31, fos. 125-50, but neither 
contains the paragraph quoted above. ‘The second letter, edited by K. B. 
Judson, is printed in Oregon Hist. Quar., XVII, 218-39. 

2D. 4/67, fo. 52-52d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, Red 
River Settlement, June 16, 1845. 
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42. In the 2d Par. Sir George Simpson writes, “‘ In the 2d 
& 3d Par. of Chief Factor McLoughlin’s Letter of 20th 
March,! that Gentleman wishes me to cite instances of that 
system of violence which has so often been noticed as prevailing 
on the West side of the Mountains. I must however decline 
doing so, chiefly through an unwillingness to prolong so 
unprofitable a discussion of what is past; but if the Journals 
of the different posts have been kept as carefully as they ought 
to have been, they will of themselves I am sure indicate a state 
of discipline decidedly different from anything practised in any 
other quarter of the Country. Such I take to be the undeniable 
fact, and though perhaps most of the individual cases may be 
palliated or justified, yet I cannot too strongly impress on every 
Gentleman’s mind the tendency of habitual severity to render 
the Service unpopular’. In 1843 Sir George Simpson wrote 
me in his Letter of 21st June? that the men of the Columbia 
who went out complained of ill-usage, and sent me a copy of 
C. F’. James Keith’s letter dated 2d May of the same year in 
support of that assertion, as detailed in the 17th Par. of my 
Despatch to your Honors dated 18th Novr. 1843,° though at 
that very time all the men he was sending back to this place 
were old Columbia Winterers who preferred to return here than 
go elsewhere. In mine of 20th March 1844 I requested that 
the case or cases might be stated, the individuals complaining 
and the persons against whom they complained named. In 
reply Sir George Simpson writes in the 2d Par. of his of 16th 
June 1844,% “ In the 2d Par. of the former you express surprise 
to learn that the men who have left the Columbia complain of 
ill usage, and seem to regret that individual cases were not 
stated. I have only to say the complaints of late have been so 


1 B. 223/b/32, fos. 76-7, McLoughlin to Simpson, Fort Vancouver, March 
20, 1845. 

a1). foe fo. 63, Simpson to McLoughlin, Red River Settlement, June 21, 
fee see 1-B.5., V1; 57; n. 2. 

pee .b28., VI,.157. 

4D. 4/31, fos. 85d.-86, Simpson to McLoughlin, Red River Settlement, 
June 16, 1844, acknowledging McLoughlin’s letters of March 20 and April 7, 


1844. 


142 NOVEMBER 20, 1845 


universal that it would occupy more time and attention than [ 
am able to bestow on the subject, to enter into details”. In 
mine of 20th March 18451 I wrote, “ this is not certainly the 
reply I had reason to expect, and I must take the liberty to 
repeat the request that you will please state the acts or 
proceedings to which you allude, and which, allow me to say, 
you in justice are bound to do”, to which I received the 
answer already quoted. I can only say that Sir George Simpson 
having brought forward charges against us for ill-treating the 
men in the Company’s Service, and on having been called upon 
for proofs produces none, I must therefore consider that he has 
brought forward these charges without having any foundation 
for so doing. And in justice to myself I must say that as a 
proof the men are not ill-used at Vancouver, when Sir George 
Simpson was here in 1841, not one man complained to him of 
ill-usage. We have at times here as many as 200 men, and 
though they have daily opportunities of deserting to the 
Wallamette Settlement, yet only one man has deserted from 
this place since I have been here (now twenty one years) though 
they were encouraged to do so by persons inimical to us, and 
had the great inducement held out to them of becoming 
entitled to a claim of 640 acres of land,—and this man 
deserted two years ago. A short time after his desertion 
I went to the Wallamette, and on sending a message to 
him, he came to me and delivered himself up. But some 
months afterwards he deserted a second time, and as he 
is a bad character, and occasionally feigns fits of insanity 
(it was while feigning one of these fits that he deserted the 
first time), and in his pretended fits he gave us a good 
deal of trouble, I allowed him to remain. As to the men 
who deserted from the Brigade, they came here direct and 
most certainly they would not have done so if we had been 
in the habit of treating our men in the manner Sir George 
Simpson states. 

43. It is true the Cowe/itz was detained at the entrance of 
the Cowelitz River to receive Wheat as an unexpected call 

1B. 223/b/32, fo. 76; McLoughlin to Simpson, Fort Vancouver, March 20, 
1845. 
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was made on us by the Russian American Company for an 
additional quantity of two thousand bushels, as it would not 
have been worth while to send a vessel with that small quantity, 
and as the Cowe/itz had to proceed to the Coast with the Coast 
Outfit, we considered it advisable to fill her up with Wheat. 
For this purpose as we had not the Wheat here, I sent her to 
the entrance of the Cowelitz River to receive it as it was 
brought down in the Boats, by which she may have been 
detained fifteen days longer than if she had loaded at this place, 
but which I could not avoid as it has been from the number of 
calls upon us impossible to build a store at the entrance of the 
Cowelitz River to receive the Wheat from the Cowelitz 
Settlement till this year, and Sir George Simpson ought to have 
known that there must have been some good reason why we 
had not a store built at the entrance of the Cowelitz, or if 
he had asked Mr. MacTavish he could have told him the 


reason.! 
44. As to the difficulties between Mr. Dodd and his men? 
noticed in the 20th Paragraph,? I took the same view from Mr. 


1D. 4/67, fos. 54d.—55, Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, Red 
River Settlement, June 16, 1845, par. 12, replying to paragraphs 20-3 of 
McLoughlin’s letter of March 20, 1845 (B. 223/b/32, fos. 80-1): “The 
operations of the Cow/itz partake ...of a ruinous character, as... that vessel 
only performed a single voyage to Sitka between the 6 June 1844 & 11 March 
1845... We learn that this vessel was detained at the mouth of the Cowelitz 
River for 6 weeks, while the wheat from the Farm was being lightered down the 
River. We think this loss of time might have been avoided ... by having a small 
Granary at the mouth of the Cowelitz river for the reception of the grain as it 
might be brought down gradually from the farm, instead of making a granary of 
the Ship.” 

2 See pp. 47-8. 

3D. 4/67, fo. 57-57d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, Red 
River Settlement, June 16, 1845, ‘“‘ With regard to the difficulties between Mr. 
Dodd & his men at Stikine, it appears to us, on his own shewing, in the letter 
he addressed to C. F. McLoughlin under date 18 May 1844, that his management 
partook of that violent character we have so often deprecated.... As to the 
Life preservers ... we learn by a letter from C. T. Manson that, they were 
prepared by the men, with that gentn’s knowledge & approbation while he was at 
Stikine, for the purpose of defending themselves against attacks from the Indians 
while employed in the woods, not being provided with arms . . . and Collette and 
Savard, instead of being the dangerous characters they are represented, appear, 
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Dodd’s letters to me of his conduct towards Lavoie as Sir 
George Simpson does, and wrote Mr. Dodd accordingly, and 
I send you his answer (No. 5)! and if Lavoie’s manner was as 
Mr. Dodd states insulting, and that two or three of his 
comrades were impudently looking on; it was necessary for 
him to act as he did, as if he had not he would not only have 
lost the command of his men, but this would have got to the 
knowledge of the Indians, and would have endangered the 
safety of the Establishment; and it may seem strange but is 
still a fact, that nothing tends more to the security of 
Establishments at such a place as Stikene, than that the 
Indians should know that the Officer in charge is a man who 
will not allow himself to be imposed on. As to Mr. Manson 
writing to Sir George Simpson that he ordered the men to 
make “ life preservers ”’, I never heard it until I saw it in Mr. 
Manson’s letter, and most certainly by ordering his men to 
make such instruments as the life preservers Mr. Dodd sent 
me and I sent you by the Columbia Captain Duncan, there can 
be no doubt Mr. Manson acted most improperly and is most 
justly censurable, as a blow given by one man to another with 
such a weapon would kill him, as every person who sees them 
must admit as I told Mr. Manson. Sir George Simpson writes 
me in his 21st Par.? that Moussette’s threat against Mr. Forrest 
was without malice or meaning. The men who heard 
Moussette make the threat and who certainly ought to be the 
best judges did not think so, and so firmly did they believe that 
he would if he could carry his threats into execution that they 
gave the information; and as to Sir George Simpson’s stating, 
“ T have no recollection of what I may have said on the subject, 


by Mr. Manson’s letter, to have been the victims of Bottineau’s revenge, arising 
from some previous quarrel....” 

1B. 223/b/33, fos. 73-4, Dodd to McLoughlin, Fort Stikine, March 4, 
1845. 

2D. 4/67, fos. 57d.-58, Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, Red 
River Settlement, June 16, 1845, par. 21, “‘ With reference to the case of 
Moussette ... it was last year considered, after the subject had been discussed in 
Council that, it was not of such a grave character as to justify sending the man out 
of the country, it being thought that, his threat against Mr. Forrest was made 
without either malice or meaning.” See pp. 9, 49-51. 
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but I have no hesitation in stating that Mr. McLoughlin’s 
informant must have misunderstood me if I said the man was 
justified in threatening Mr. Forrest’s life, under any 
circumstances ”’, I have no doubt if Sir George Simpson used 
the words as reported to me, he spoke without reflection ; and 
as to my informant he is an Officer in the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Service. 

45. As to Angus McDonald (B) who ranks as a Postmaster, 
and was engaged by me at £75 for the present and next Outfit 
and £100 for Outfit 1847, mentioned in the 27th Par.,!—in 
the first place his Engagement was expired and he could as a 
right have insisted on going out Spring 1845 but no officer 
was sent to replace him, and we required some one; and as in 
the Snake Country it requires-a man who will support the 
rights of his employers; and as in two _ instances Mr. 
McDonald had perilled his life in support of the Company’s 
rights in squabbles with some of the Rocky Mountain men, | 
consider I was not only doing an act of justice to the man but 
promoting the Company’s interests by letting him see that his 
services were appreciated, so as to excite his zeal to exert 
himself. What energy could that man have to exert himselt 
if he saw people in the same line of business opposed to him, 
and his inferiors in every way, getting eight hundred, one 
thousand, and some twelve hundred dollars per annum when 
he was at £30, £40, and £50. It is men who have not only 
the will but the physical strength to enable them to do so, 
that are required in such cases, and besides McDonald is fully 
qualified as to education to act as a Clerk, and most certainly 
I consider it would be better for the Company to allow the 
man to go about his business than engage him on any other 
terms than those I did. 

46. In his 35th Paragraph,? ‘‘ Our operations on the West 
side of the Mountains, although very extended, and shewing 
according to the accounts transmitted fair profits, we think 
are not so productive as represented by the Accounts. 


11D. 4/67, fo. 61, Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, Red River 
Settlement, June 16, 1845. 
2 Tbid., fos. 63d.-64. 
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According to the Statements from the Columbia the profits 
are on 
Outfit 1841 £22974 
a 1048 16982 
Sm pe ee he 21726 


whereas by a Statement herewith forwarded, you will observe 
the profits are reduced, on 


Outfit 1841 actual profit £1474 
1842 actual loss 4003 
1843 actual loss 3156 


) 


3) 


this very startling discrepancy seems principally to arise from 
the Columbia Account of Returns being valued 25 per Cent 
above their value.”” The Returns were valued at those prices 
in compliance with the Instructions received from the Governor 
& Council. 

47. I also received a Document, of which the following is 
a Copy. ¥ 

Calefornia Balance Sheet Outfit.1842 


By Profit, p. Columbia Statement - - £2303) Fala 


Less overcharge on Hides - {1222 0 2 
. ue Beaver - io ey sy 
a om Otters - POG ade 0 
- Wheat - 496 0 8 
», credited Sandwich Isds. 132 060 “1 
a5) OS8tO Sands oe 

on $5000 supplied +} - 93 6 8 
Calefornia—4d. each | 
s, 12 months Interest a 
Inventory - - ZIG ws 6 
2408 23 os 
2363 3 7 
Apparent Loss =) Ji22s ig 8 


But no details are sent to show how they came to these results. 
But how they make out the loss of 4d. on every dollar supplied 
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by Woahoo to Calefornia! is quite unaccountable, as the latter 
is charged ¢/- Sterling p. dollar, and Woahoo gets credit for 
that sum; while when it remits in Bills, Woahoo never gets so 
much. But this is not the way to examine the affairs as far as 
my management is concerned, but to take my instructions and 
examine my proceedings; and the more it is done by persons 
acquainted with the business of the place, the more I believe 
I will have cause to be satisfied; and it is I beg to say impossible 
for any person to get acquainted with the business unless he is 
a year at the very least at this place and attends to the whole 
transactions, and sees how the different branches bear on each 
other. 

48. Sir George Simpson writes in his 11th Paragraph,? “ If 
on communication with Pere Desmet the Superintendent of 
the Jesuit Missions you find that to be the case, and that they 
are likely to require a larger quantity of supplies from time to 
- time than can conveniently be afforded from our stores, we 
think it might be found to answer their purpose and the 
Company’s Interests to have their goods imported direct from 
England through the Company and their ships.”” Whenever 
an opportunity offers this proposition will be made to Father 
Desmet, and I think will be thankfully accepted, as he told 
me that if he could have provided a passage for himself and 
his party in 1843 he would have preferred to come in the 
Company’s vessel, and would not have chartered one. 

49. In the goth Paragraph of his Despatch 16th June,’ 
“ Now that the Mills are disposed of, we consider it highly 
desirable to withdraw the Company’s officers and Servants 
from the Wallamette Falls, as we do not think the prospects of 
trade are sufficiently encouraging to render it an object for the 
Company to keep up an Establishment there,—you will 

1 Thid., fos. 52d.—53, “‘...1 hand you copy of the Statement which we were 
enabled last year to make up from the scanty materials before us, in reference to 
the Balance Sheet of Out. 1842[-43]; but, we have to entreat that, the 
discussion upon that & all other gone by subjects be brought toa close, as when 
continued from year to year, as I regret to say has been too much the practice of 
late, they occupy our time & attention to the serious obstruction of the business.” 


? Tbid., fo. 54—54d. 
3 Thid., fos. 65d.-67. McLoughlin quotes from paragraphs 40-2 inclusive. 
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therefore be pleased to withdraw C. T. Ermatinger and any 
other servants or officers belonging to the Company from that 
place, stationing Mr. Ermatinger at Colvile for the winter as 
directed by the Council and noticed in a former part of this 
Despatch, unless indeed it be found that you can conveniently 
dispense with that Gentleman’s services altogether for the 
season in which case he is to be at liberty to proceed to England 
by the ship. 

“Tnconvenience and perhaps in some instances loss might 
arise if the Company had no person at the Falls to watch their 
interest, we therefore think that instead of maintaining an 
expensive Establishment as heretofore, it might be advisable 
to supply Mr. J. G. Campbell or some other active intelligent 
American Resident there with a few goods to enable him to 
trade skins brought thither by Indians and others, and 
generally to attend to the Company’s affairs, allowing him a 


certain sum for his services in such Agency, such Allowance ~ 


to cover all Charges for labour, maintenance, residence &c. &c. 
By these arrangements the deeply rooted existing jealousy 
towards the Company arising from our presence at the Falls 
will be removed, while the little business we conduct there 
will be carried on upon an economical footing. 

“T41.] Ananxious desire to concentrate the very unpromising 
and unproductive business in which we are at present engaged 
in the same quarter would determine us on withdrawing the 
Post at Campment de Sable,” were it not that a store or Granary 


1 John G. Campbell, who came to Oregon with Lieut. Frémont in 1843. 
D. 5/16, Douglas and Ogden to Simpson, Fort Vancouver, March 19, 1846, 
par. 11, “ Having a large stock of goods on hand at the Wallamette Falls which 
could not be removed from thence without considerable expense, and there being 
fair business prospects at the place . . . we thought it best to leave the goods there 
for sale.... We decided upon placing Mr. Archibald McKinlay . . . in charge 


with Mr. Campbell as his assistant. For their accommodation, and for storing 


the goods, we have hired a store, dwelling house and granary from Mr. 


McLoughlin, for two years, at the annual rate of £121 p. annum.” 

2’ This was the ‘“‘ receiving station” built at Champoeg between 1841 and 
1844 for wheat bought from the Willamette settlers. According to evidence 
given before the British and American Joint Commission in 1866 the buildings 
were swept away in the flood of 1861. 


———— eS 
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there seems necessary at present to collect in Grain, some 
portion of the very heavy outstanding debts in the Wallamette. 
The credit system of business with the Settlers has been 
carried on we think to a very imprudent extent, and as there 
is neither honor nor honesty among those people, and that as 
British subjects we cannot enforce the recovery of debts under 
the existing Laws, we are of opinion that it might be good 
policy to sell these debts to any respectable American who 
would be disposed to purchase them in a block at such a 
discount as would enable him to make something by them. 
We do not however press the mode of closing these 
transactions, but throw out the suggestion for your 
consideration and adoption if you consider it advisable. 
Should you determine on continuing the Establishment at 
Campment de Sable, we have to beg that it be kept up on a 
very moderate scale, say a keen intelligent Clerk as Postmaster, 
and one man to be provided with a few goods for sale on 
prompt payment, and for the purpose of collecting any furs 
that might come within reach. In order to guard against 
national jealousy, it might perhaps be found to answer better 
to employ an American, say Newell,! to collect the outstanding 
debts. Indeed we are disposed to believe that an active 
American would be much more successful in collecting these 
debts both from the Company’s retired servants and from 
Americans than any of our own people that could be employed 
there. 

“[42.] C.F. McLoughlin in one of his letters seems to think 
the Wallamette Settlers will have about 50000 bus. Grain for 
market this year; we do not however think that a trade in 
that article beyond what may be required for the Service, for 
the Russian American Company, and for a Depot of about 
1000 barrels Flour to be kept on hand from year to year to 
meet the demands of any of Her Majesty’s Vessels that may 
visit the Coast,—is an object deserving our attention. The 


1 Robert Newell (1807-69) represented Champoeg (now Marion) County in 
the Oregon Legislature from 1843-49, and during the last two sessions he filled 
the office of Speaker. See Oregon Hist. Quar., 1X, 'T. C. Elliott, “‘ Doctor ’ 
Robert Newell: Pioneer”, pp. 103-26. 
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Produce of the Company’s Farm at Vancouver (the crop of 
which last year C. F. McLoughlin estimates at 4000 bus. 
Wheat &c.)and those at the Cowelitz & Fort Victoria, together 
with the Grain which we have every reason to expect in payment 
of our debts from the Wallamette Settlers, we think ought to 
meet all these demands, and considering the state of our 
present relations with the United States, and the troublesome 
population by whom we are surrounded, we are indisposed to 
embark more largely in that branch of trade than these demands 
appear to render necessary.” 

so. I have troubled you with these Extracts as they are 
completely at variance with the instructions I received from the 
Governor and Council which hitherto have been in unison 
with the sth Par. of yours of 28th Augt. 1835," and the 33d 
Par. of 27th September 1843,? and which have always been 
the rule of my conduct as will be found to be the case when it 
is properly understood, and though it is probable that the 
Boundary will soon be settled, yet as it is certain that the 
Hudson’s Bay Company can obtain all the time and every 
facility to draw in their debts; and as most certainly they will 
find it to their interest to keep a store at Oregon City,? | would 
recommend them to do so as long as the Law allows them, 
managed by their own officers. 

51. Oregon City is destined by nature to be the best place 
for commerce in this Country, and is about twenty five miles 
from this place; and people will prefer to pay dearer there than 
to come here. The Company this year will sell Goods there 
to the amount of £4000 Sterling, on which they will gain 
something handsome, though at present (as the season for 
making out the Accounts is not yet come) we cannot say what 
the amount may be; besides this by so doing they keep their 
competitors occupied, and prevent them extending their trade 
to other posts, and maintain and extend their own influence. 
It was because I thought Great Britain would have the North 
Bank of the Columbia, that to facilitate the farmers in bringing 
their produce to this place I took the precaution to obtain a 


1 Quoted on p. 119. 2 See H.B.S., VI, 314. 
3 Willamette Falls. 
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right to erect a Canal! there, which can be constructed at a very 
small expence. 

52. In the 76th Resolve of Council? it is directed, “ that 
Settlers and Missionaries of all denominations be charged 100 
per cent on prime cost for Cash or approved Bills, dollars 
being valued at 4/6 each”. I beg to observe that having 
opposition to contend with it will be impossible to adhere 
to this Resolve, and that it will be entirely necessary to 
regulate the prices by those of their competitors, and the 
demand of the article. 

53. Having detained you so much on those subjects to which 
I have referred in the foregoing part of my Despatch to explain 
to you my motives for acting in every manner as I have, and 
in justice to myself I beg to repeat my request that you oblige 
me by informing me what act of mine has caused you to decide 
as Mr. Secretary Barclay writes me in the roth Par. of his 
Despatch of 30th November 1844,? ““ The advantages however 
which the Governor and Committee had hoped would be 
derived from placing the Columbia Department under the 
charge of one person have I am sorry to state not been 
realized’; and as to the following Extract in a subsequent 
part of the same Paragraph “‘ after maturely considering the 
results that have been obtained up to the present time, and 
looking forward to the probable circumstances of the future 
they are decidedly of opinion that it is not advisable that the 
charge of so extensive a District should be confided to one 
individual however experienced, they have therefore resolved 
that the Country shall be divided into two or more Districts, 
each to be represented by a Commissioned Officer”’, Sir 
George Simpson will recollect that I would renew my agreement 
on no other terms but that I would have charge of the Columbia 
District and £500 per annum beyond my emoluments as a 


— 1B. 223/b/32, fos. 117d.-118, “ An Act authorizing John McLoughlin to 
construct a Canal around the Wallamette Falls”, passed June, 1844. See 
Appendix A, p. 239. 

2B. 239/k/2, fos. 182d —183, “ Minutes of a Council held at Red River 
Settlement, Northern Department, Ruperts Land ”’, June, 1845. 
3 A. 6/26. Fos. 139d.-140. 
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Chief Factor. As to the altered circumstances of the 


Department, they cannot I consider apply to the case, as at _ 


the time of my agreeing, I asked Sir George Simpson if the 
Joint Stock Coy,! did not take place, whether I would be 
allowed the five hundred pounds per annum extra emolument, 
his reply was I would still have the five hundred. 

54. As to the leave of Absence granted me in the 44th 
Paragraph of Sir George Simpson’s Despatch of 16th June 
last,? in justice to my own character, I cannot think of availing 
myself of it, as I consider my services necessary to the close 
of the Outfit, so as to carry out the plans I laid down for the 
operations of the Outfit, and the result will show if the 
measures I adopted and followed were judicious or not, and 
if I have exerted myself with zeal to promote the interests of 
the Company,—and I certainly if possible will go out next 
Spring, not to take a charge there as that is out of the question, 
but merely to demand as a right a full examination into my 
conduct and proceedings in the management of my charge, 
which is no less an act of justice to myself than to the Company, 
for if my measures were proper and are now not only not 
pursued but even censured, I am wronged and the Company 


1 Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company. 

2D. 4/67, fo. 67-67d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Ogden and Douglas, Red 
River Settlement, June 16, 1845, “‘...the management of the Company’s 
business west of the Rocky Mountains, is vested in a Board, to consist for the 
present Outfit of yourselves, whose duties are to commence immediately after 
receipt of this communication. Should C. F. McLoughlin’s altered position, 
arising from his purchase of the Willamette Mills, render it desirable for him to 
devote the whole of his time & attention to his own affairs during the current 
year, we have no objection to his having leave of absence during the remainder of 
the year, say from the receipt of this communication until the close of the Outfit, 
when he may enter upon the Rotation of Furlough for Out. 1846 which has been 
afforded him by the [sixth] Resolution of Council: but, should he be disinclined 
to accept that Rotation of Furlough & feel disposed to continue his duties in the 
service, we have, in that case, to beg that, he may come across the mountains next 
Spring, in order to attend the Council for the Northern Dept. to be held at Red 
River Settlement in the early part of June, to the end, that he may be appointed 
to a charge on the East side of the mountains, as it is considered probable that his 
presence at Fort Vancouver, where he has so long had the sole charge, might be 
productive of embarrassment in many points of view. ...” 
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injured. But as this proceeds from relying on incorrect 
information or misrepresentation, I trust when the truth is 
known that justice will be done me. 

55. A much larger Immigration came from the States this 
year than formerly, but I cannot say the exact number, some 
say three, others five thousand. They brought large herds of 
cattle, and judging from their appearance, they seem with few 
exceptions to have been in easy circumstances in their own 
Country. 

56. On the 7th May the Vancouver left this for Sitka and 
the N.W. Coast, she only entered the Columbia on the 14th 
September and was again driven to sea, as you will find fully 
detailed in the accompanying Letter of Captn. Mott to me 
(No. 6)! and in consequence of the constant Easterly winds 
reached this only on the 12th Instant. 

57. This long detention of the Vancouver on her voyage to 
the Coast will greatly derange the business of next year; and 
the long time Captain Mott took (from the 15th September 
when he was driven to sea till he returned) can only be 
accounted for by the winds and currents having driven him a 
good deal to the Southward, as the Cadboro crossed the bar 
of the Columbia on the 13th September, spoke the Vancouver 
outside, proceeded to Victoria, landed her cargo, returned to 
this place, and was nigh Fort George on her way back again to 
Victoria before the Vancouver succeeded in entering the 
Columbia. 

58. As soon as she is loaded she will be despatched with 
a cargo of Flour and Lumber to Woahoo, touching at St. 
Francisco to land an Officer to close the Calefornia business, 
and on her return will again touch at St. Francisco to bring 
the Officer and the proceeds of the Business to this place. 

59. The Cowelitz sailed from this on the 18th July with a 
cargo as p. accompanying Invoice (No. 7)? for Woahoo, and 
according to Instructions returned to Fort Victoria where she 
arrived on the 20th October. 


1B. 223/b/33, fos. 75-76d., A. C. Mott to McLoughlin, Barque Vancouver, 
Bakers Bay, October 15, 1845. 


2 This invoice has not been traced. 
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60. I am happy to learn from Messrs. Pelly & Allan that 
our Produce, especially the Salmon, is selling off so fast, the 
Spars also bring good prices. 

61. By the Cowe/irz I received Consul General Millar’s 
answer dated 22d August! to mine of 24th March last,’ and 
though certainly not such as I expected, still he might have 
forwarded it by the same opportunity that Messrs. Pelly& 
Allan did his answer to them, as I had sent them my letter 
to him of 24th March last open for their perusal, in order 
to let them see what I had written, and that they might 
be able to do the needful, after which they were to seal 
and deliver it. These Gentlemen seeing that the Consul 
General made no reply, wrote him (No. 9)* and he replied 
(No. 10).4 

62. In my Letter of 18th July® to Messrs. Pelly & Allan I 
wrote them, ‘“‘I am surprised that General Millar has not 
acknowledged my letter to him of 24th March, but I presume 
we will have the pleasure to hear from him by some other 
opportunity. I wrote to him not so much with the hope of 
obtaining the protection of a Vessel of War as from a conviction 
that it had become my imperative duty as superintendant 
of the only British settlement in this part of the world, 
and through which alone the British Government retains 
any hold upon this Country, to acquaint the nearest ofhcer 
of Government with the precise nature and difficulties of 
our situation, so that he might take such measures as came 
within the limits of his authority, to protect the interests 
of his Country and prevent outrages which might eventually 
cause much individual loss and endanger the friendly 
relations now existing between Great Britain and the United 
States.” 

63. Messrs. Pelly & Allan addressed the preceding 


1B. 223/b/33, fo. 77-77d. See Appendix A. pp. 284-5. 

2 B. 233/b/33, fos. 40-6. See Appendix A, pp. 259-69. 

3 B. 223/b/33, fo. 79-79d. See Appendix A, pp. 282-3. 

£ B. 223/b/33, fo. 83. See Appendix A, pp. 283-4. 

5 B. 223/b/33, fo. 145d., McLoughlin to Pelly and Allan, Fort Vancouver, 
July 18, 1845. ; 


a 


— 
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Extract to Consul General Millar, and I received the reply 
No. 8.1 

64. On the 2d Instant Mr. Work arrived from the N.W. 
Coast. I am happy to report the Returns are better than last 
year and all quiet. The Stikene men after the removal of 
Savard and Collette, gave no further trouble.? 

65. Captn. McNiell remained last Fall at Sitka (as he knew 
if he came here that he would be too late to meet the Steamer) 
- with the intention of taking his passage in the Steamer when 
she came to Sitka with the Otters, but as I knew nothing of this 
I had given no instructions to Captn. Humphreys to receive 
Captn. McNiell, and Captn. Humphreys would not receive 
him on board. But Governor Etholene very politely sent 
Captn. McNiell in the Russian Steamer to Stikene which [ 
merely mention that in case of this coming before you you may 
be aware of what occurred. 

66. But in another instance Captn. Humphreys acted in a 
most extraordinary manner, as you will see by Chief Trader 
Work’s letter to me of 24th October last If Captn. 
Humphreys acted in this way from insanity, he cannot be 
trusted with the command of a vessel, neither can he if it 
proceeded from a perversity of disposition. But Chief Factor 


1B. 223/b/33, fo. 77-77d., Miller to McLoughlin, Honolulu, August 22, 
1845. See Appendix A, pp. 284-5. 

SOCe Dp. 4.0: 

3B. 223/b/33, fo. g2-g2d., Work to McLoughlin, October 24, 1845, “ From 
the extraordinary and unaccountable conduct of Capt. Humphreys in leaving 
Fort Simpson as he did at mid-night rgth Septr., only 12 hours before the time 
appointed to start, without orders and by stealth, leaving part of the stores, the 
despatches, and passengers behind, and afterwards putting the Engineer Mr. 
Carless off duty and threatening to put him in irons, and placing John Flett a man 
totally incapable in charge of the Engine room thereby risking the destruction of 
the vessel and endangering the lives of all on board and other circumstances, there 
can be no doubt that the unfortunate man was labouring under a fit of insanity 
at the time, and had been less or more so effected at times for some time previous, 
though nothing occured during his frequent visits to Fort Simpson to lead to 
suspicion of any thing more than whims or excentricity. His accounts were 
correct, he paid much attention to the business and seemed proud of the success 
of the Steamers trade. He always regretted not getting home with the English 
vessel last fall to see his wife.” 

K 
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Douglas who will proceed to Victoria to despatch the Cowelitz 
to London, will enquire in order to ascertain what Captn. 
Humphreys has to say for himself (Captn. Humphreys has not 
written me) and will decide, and report to your Honors on this 
and other matters connected with the Company’s business, 
particularly on the state of the Steamer which the Engineer Mr. 
Carless considers will require repairs that will occupysix months, 
as you see by the report addressed to me by Mr. Work No. 13.1 

67. On the 8th September Lieutenant Peel (son of the Rt. 
Honble. Sir Robert Peel) accompanied by another officer 
Captn. Parke of the Marines arrived here with a Letter (No. 
14) from the Honble.-Captn. Gordon? of Her Majesty’s Ship 
America which they left anchored in Puget Sound, by which I 
was most happy to learn that he was sent here to assure Her 
Majesty’s subjects of “ firm protection in their rights ”’. When 
Lieutenant Peel arrived Chief Factor Douglas was on a tour in 
the Wallamette with Captain Warre and Lieutenant Vavassour,® 


1B. 223/b/33, fos. 93-4, Work to McLoughlin, November 4, 1845. 

2'The Hon. John Gordon (1792-1869) was a younger brother of George 
Hamilton-Gordon, fourth Earl of Aberdeen, who was Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs in Sir Robert Peel’s administration of 1841-46. See Introduction, 
p. liv. For an account of Gordon’s visit to Fort Victoria in 1846 and of 
his disappointment in the hunting and fishing there see Roderick Finlayson’s 
‘“ History of Vancouver Island and the Northwest Coast” in the Provincial 
Archives, Victoria, B.C. A copy of the Letter No. 14 mentioned in paragraph 67 
above, J. Gordon to McLoughlin, Port Discovery, September 2, 1845, is in 
B. 223/b/33, fo. g5-g5d. This letter and McLoughlin’s reply of September 15, 
1845 (ibid., fos. g7—100d.), are amongst the correspondence printed in Oregon 
Hist. Quar., XXIX, L. M. Scott (ed.), “ Report of Lieutenant Peel on Oregon 
in 1845-46”, pp. 55-60. Lieutenant William Peel’s report dated September 
27, 1845, was addressed to the Hon. John Gordon, who sent Peel posthaste from 
Honolulu to London via Central America and Havana on October 22, 1845. 
Peel arrived in London on February 9 or 10, 1846, and delivered his dispatches 
at the Foreign Office on February 13, 1846. 

3See p. 96, n. 2. D.5/16, Ogden to Simpson, Vancouver, March 20, 
1846, Private and Confidential, stating that he arrived at Fort Vancouver on 
August 30, 1845, and adding, “ I had certainly two most disagreeable companions 
[Lieuts. Warre and Vavasour] and I almost doubt you could haye selected another 
that would have so quietly submitted as I did, but from a sense of duty I was 
determined not to loose sight of the object of our voyage and was silent to their 
constant grumbling and complaining not only about their food which was as 


Cit ¢“6 a ey 
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and were (as was well known would be the case) received by all 
the Settlers in the Wallamette with the utmost hospitality of 
which their means would admit, for although these men are 
rough in their manners their hospitality and kindness to 
strangers are proverbial. Lieutenant Peel and Captain Parke 
accompanied by Mr. Lowe (one of our officers whom I sent 
for the purpose) visited the Wallamette, and they also appeared 
well pleased with the reception they received. 

68. On the 16th September Mr. Douglas accompanied by 
Lieutenant Peel and Captain Parke left this to proceed to the 
America. J wrote Captn. Gordon No. 15,1 and Mr. Douglas 
went to the America to give any further information Captain 
Gordon might require for Her Majesty’s Government. Chief 
Factor Douglas found the 4merica at Port Discovery, remained 
on board three days with the Honble. Captain Gordon, and 
handed him a copy of my correspondence with the Methodist 
Mission about the Falls and of my report to you on Messrs. 
Slacum and Kelly’s narrative, and Dr. Lynn’s Speeches. As 
these Narratives and Speeches are circulated in the Pacific, I 
considered it but proper that British Officers should be 
informed of their gross misrepresentation. 

69. Chief Factor Douglas proceeded from the America to 
Fort Victoria, where he found the work going on in the best 
manner under the charge of Mr. Roderick Finlayson, and 
returned here on the 16th October. But on his way back he 
found the Modeste Captain Baillie anchored in New Dungeness, 
who handed him a Letter from Admiral Seymour to me 
(No. 16)? and addressed one (No. 17)* to Chief Factor Douglas 


good and abundant as any Man could wish for or desire but also in regard to 
promises made by you and on one occasion I was obliged to check the Engineer 
[Vavasour]. I shall not however trouble you with further particulars, sufiice it to 
say I would rather for ever forego the pleasure of seeing my Friends than submit 
to travel over the same road with the same companions... .”’ 

1B. 223/b/33, fos. g7-1o0d., McLoughlin to Gordon, Fort Vancouver, 
September 15, 1845. See p. 146, n. 2. 

2B. 223/b/33, fo. ro1—1ord., Seymour to McLoughlin, H.M.S. Collingwood, 
Callao, July 15, 1845. See Appendix A, pp. 299-300. 

3B. 223/b/33, fo. 105, Baillie to Douglas, H.M.S. Modeste, New Dungeness, 
October 8, 1845. See Appendix A, p. 303. 
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to which the latter replied (No. 18),! and on learning that the 
Modeste was in the Columbia River we immediately sent them 
refreshments. I wrote him (No. 19)? in which you see that I 
coincide with Chief Factor Douglas and recommend that the 
Modeste come to this place, for although all the people are very 
quiet, and I do not apprehend the least danger, still the visit 
of a British Man of War to this place has both a moral and 
political effect, and shews that our Government is ready to 
protect us. But before receiving my letter Captn. Baillie wrote 
me (No. 20)? and on the receipt of mine he wrote me his answer 
(No. 21)4 and of course is now on his way here, and I expect 
to see him with the first Westerly wind. We will treat him 
and his officers with that attention and cordiality to which the 
Flag under which they serve and the service they render us 
entitle them. 

70. The Farmers have large Crops, but unfortunately have 
lost some by rain during harvest, which is the first instance of 
the kind since I am here. We have in store at this place, at the 
Falls, and at Campment de Sable about 30,000 bushels Wheat, 
besides what is at the Cowelitz between the Puget Sound Farm 
and the Settlers at that place, say about 10,000. The Crop at 
Vancouver is about 4,000 bushels Wheat, 4,000 Pease, and 
about 5,000 Oats. And as I stated in Par. 36 after supplying 
the Contract for the Russians, we will have 6,000 Barrels 
Flour for sale, but we will have some difficulty in getting 
Barrels to contain the Flour. At present we purchase Wheat 
at 60 Cents per bushel payable in Goods at 100 per cent 
advance, but only from a few good customers whom out of 
policy we cannot cast off. 

71. Mr. Douglas and I wrote the following Note to Mr. 
Ogden: 

1B. 223/b/33, fo. 107-107d., Douglas to Baillie, October 8, 1845. See 
Appendix A, pp. 303-5. 

2B. 223/b/33, fo. rog—rogd., McLoughlin to Baillie, October 30, 1845. 
See Appendix A, pp. 305-6. 

3B. 223/b/33, fo. r11, Baillie to McLoughlin, H.M.S. Modeste, off Fort 
George, October 30, 1845. See Appendix A, p. 306. 


4B. 223/b/33, fo. 113-113d., Baillie to McLoughlin, H.M.S. Modeste, off 
Fort George, November 1, 1845. See Appendix A, p. 307. . 
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Vancouver 25th September 1845 
P. S. Ogden Esquire 


Dear SiR 

As we have deemed it our duty to enter the Oregon 
Association on the terms specified in our Letter of 1 th August 
last in answer to that of Messrs. Smith, H. A. G. Lee, 
Garrison, and Barton Lee, we request to have your written 
opinion on the measure. 

Weare. icc, Oc. 
Sd. Joun McLovcutiin 


» James Dovuctas 


But we have had no answer.! 


72. Mr. Dugald MacTavish will proceed in the Vancouver 
to San Francisco to close the Calefornia business, as it has been 
out of my power to send a person there since I heard of the 
death of Mr. Rae. Mr. MacTavish will have instructions to 
wind up the Business. After landing Mr. MacTavish, the 
Vancouver will proceed to Woahoo with her cargo of Flour and 
Deals, and on her return stop at San Francisco to bring Mr. 
MacTavish here. 

73. In closing this my Official correspondence with Your 
Honors, I beg to observe that I always thought—that exerting 
myself zealously to promote the Interests of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company to the best of.my abilities would at least secure me 
their approbation if not their protection. Whether I have done 
the best the circumstances of the case would admit is not for 
me to determine; but I will assert that I went so far in my zeal 


1D. 5/16, Ogden to Simpson, Vancouver, March 20, 1 846, Private and 
Confidential, ““ Messrs. McLoughlin and Douglas having join’d the Organic 
compact prior to my arrival and altho I refused to become a party to the same, 
still as I found myself situated I was obliged to act in accordance with it or in 
other words follow the stream; I can see no great benefit that will result from this 
measure however as I am singular in this opinion and it cannot be very lasting in 
the present state of affairs it is unnecessary for me to make any comments so far 
all is apparently tranquil but still we are look’d on with a most suspicious eye by 
one and all...” 
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as to risk my private means to Carry on works at the Wallamette 
Falls so as to secure it from persons who wanted to get it in 
order to use the influence the place would give, to the prejudice 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company; to which I was also induced 
on account of the hostile feeling the Immigrants had to the 
Company, as I was afraid if I did [not] give them employment, 
that animated with this feeling and urged by their wants, they 
might make an attack on the property at this place, which 
might be destroyed, and for which the Hudson’s Bay Company 
never could get any indemnification, and the whole of the 
Company’s business in this Department would be ruined. In 
doing which, by Sir George Simpson not writing me in 1843 
to take the place in my own name, I had to give five acres of 
the best ground for building lots, and five hundred dollars to 
the Revd. Mr. Waller; and by the Hudson’s Bay Company 
not giving me their sanction to take it in my own name in time, 
(which they could have done) I had to pay three thousand 
four hundred and twenty dollars for improvements not worth 
one half the money, and one thousand nine hundred and eighty 
dollars for lots to which they had no claim—and to close the 
business, it is proposed this year to charge me an advance of 
100 per cent on the Goods * I have had to carry on the Business, 
when I carried it on with the spirit of opposition and made it 
subservient to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Business and 
interest; and so little is what I have done understood, or more 
properly speaking, it is so completely misunderstood, that 
instead of being appreciated as it ought, I am disgraced, and 
my Salary of {500 per annum, which is a part of the 
consideration on which I renewed my agreement is stopped 
without any previous notice as I only heard it on the 16th 


1B. 239/k/2, fo. 183, Minutes of a Council held at Red River Settlement, 
Northern Department, Ruperts Land”, June, 1845, Resolution 80, ‘‘ That 
Commissioned Gentlemen Clerks and Servants be not at Liberty to take from the 
Stores in any part of the Country, at the usual Sale Tariffs to those respective 
Classes, any Goods beyond absolute personal necessaries, for themselves and 


families, and that all articles beyond absolute personal necessaries be chargeable — 


at the Tariff for Sale to Settlers.” The tariff for settlers was fixed by the 76th 
resolution (see p.141) at one hundred per cent. on prime cost for cash or approved 


bills. 
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June last. But my conduct must have been misrepresented, or | 
must have been completely misunderstood, and I trust when the 
truth is known, it will be found that I have acted with as much 
zeal as if my life had been at stake, and justice will be done me. 

74. If business admitted I would certainly go to London 
with the present opportunity, as I feel my presence would be 
necessary not only on my own account but that of the Company, 
and allow me to assure you that I consider it necessary for the 

well managing of the Business that an Officer well acquainted 

with it should go to London to give you explanations every 
second year. If this had been the case most certainly the 
Business of this Department would have benefitted by it, and 
I would not suffer as I do. 

75. Referring you to the accompanying Documents for 
further information on the Business of the Department; and 
though I am treated in a different manner to what | expected, 
and very far from what I consider myself entitled to, with 
best wishes for the prosperity of the trade and with full 
confidence that time will prove if I have done my best to 
promote it or not 

I have the honor to remain 
Your Most Obt. humble Sert. 
Jno. McLoucuiin 


Chief Factor! 


Fort Vancouver, 12th December 1845? 


To The Governor, Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
Honble. Hudson’s Bay Company 


Hons te. Sirs 
The Vancouver Captn. Mott is about to sail from this to 
San Francisco to land Mr. MacTavish who is directed to wind 


1 From p. 161, n. 1, it will be seen that there was evidently a postscript to this 
letter. No trace of the additional paragraphs has been found. 

2A. 11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. The 
following remark appears at the head of the letter in Barclay’s writing: “ Recd. 
Oct. 7/46 via Mexo.”, and its receipt was acknowledged in the Governor and 
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up the Calefornia Business; from thence she proceeds to 
Oahu, and will return to San Francisco for Mr. MacTavish 
and the Proceeds of Remains of the Calefornia Outfit, and from 
thence come to this place. 

2. Chief Factor Douglas left this on the 24th Novr. on his 
way to Victoria to dispatch the Cowelitz for Woahoo, from 
whence she proceeds direct for London. 

3. Enclosed is a copy of the V ancouver’s cargo,!—we might 
have sent more Flour, but as by last Accounts from Woahoo 
there was a good quantity of that article on hand, it was 
considered more advisable to assort the cargo. 

4. I am happy to be able to state that by last Accounts all 
our friends in the Interior were well, and that our American 
neighbours are quiet and peaceable. The Immigrants who 
came this season have all gone to the Wallamette, in fact that 
is the only part of the Country where the soil is good, though 
there is none in this Country equal in fertility to what I have 
seen on the East side of the Mountains; but the climate being 
mild, and the farmer therefore having no need to lay up fodder 
for his cattle in Winter, it possesses a great advantage in the 
estimation of many. 

5. Her Majesty’s Sloop of War Modeste of 18 guns Captn. 
Baillie is here, and after having a conversation with him on 
the state of the Country, I considered it my duty to address 
him a Note? of which the accompanying is a copy, and though 
I have received no written answer, I infer from the manner he 
expressed himself that he will remain for some time to see how 
affairs go on, as though everything is quiet, and the Immigrants 
from the property they have brought are interested in 
supporting peace & order, yet there may be some characters 
among them who would be desirous to cause troubles which 
might involve the two Governments in difficulties, and which 


Committee’s letter to Ogden, Douglas and Work, dated October 7, 1846 
(A. 6/27, £0.62): 

1 This has not been traced. 

AES McLoughlin to Baillie, Fort Vancouver, December 8, 1845, 
enclosure to McLoughlin to Governor and Committee, December 12, 1845. 
See Appendix A, p. 308. 
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the presence of a force here for a short time would prevent, 
as it is a remarkable fact that as soon as even the most turbulent 
of the Immigrants takes a claim he immediately becomes a 
supporter of peace and order; and it is a fact perhaps worth 
mentioning that the first person who I heard wanted to infringe 
on the Hudson’s Bay Company’s premises at this place says 
he is an Englishman who has become a naturalized American 
Citizen. There came among the Immigrants in 1843 an 
Englishman with his wife and four children who reached this 
eleven months after leaving London. 

6. The season has been so far very mild, and if required, 
the Settlement next year can supply twenty thousand barrels 
of Flour. 

7. I forward with this a copy of the Governor’s message ' to 
the Legislature which is at present in session at Oregon City, 
‘but I have not heard what they are doing. The Settlers are 
anxious that the Boundary Line should be drawn so as they 
may get titles for their Lands; some say if it is not soon settled 
they will propose to declare themselves independant. 

I have the Honor to be 
Your most obt. humble Sert. 
Jno. McLoucuHLin 


Oregon City 1 Fu/y 1846? 


To The Governor Depty. Governor and Committee 
Honble. Hudson Bay Co. London 


HownsLe. SIRS 

In mine of 20th March 1845% addressed to Sir George 
Simpson with the Draft I sent to pay for this place is the 
following passage “‘ As it must be Evident that at My time of 


1A. 11/51, George Abernethy to the Honble. the Legislative Assembly of 
Oregon, Oregon City, December 2, 1845, enclosure to McLoughlin to the 
Governor and Committee, December 12, 1845. 

2A.10/22. This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 

3D. 5/13, McLoughlin to Simpson, Vancouver, March 20, 1845. 
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life I cannot be Desirous of beginning a new Business and that 
in acting as I have I could only have in View to further the 
Interests of the Company and Extend British influence I hope 
I will not be allowed to suffer in short I take it in my account 
because I find it absolutely necessary to do so to secure us 
and to prevent its falling into the hands of others who would 
use the influence it would give to injure us”’ and sent the 
Draft that if called upon I might be able to swear the property 
was mine and that I had paid for it—and did this because I 


feared that some might force me into court to ascertain if it | 


was mine or not by calling on me to swear it And if I could not 
—It would be lost and the money Expended to improve it 
and it was to put an End to the harrassing state in which I was 
placed that I sent the Draft which it would not have been 


necessary for me to do if the present organisation had Existed 


at the time. 

2. But I Beg to state if when I sent the Drafts I had had the 
least Idea that I was Deprived of my Salary of five hundred p. 
annum and Ordered to the other side of the mountains most 
assuredly I would not have sent the Drafts and the only Reason 
I took this place last fall was that if I did not do so it would be 
lost to the Company and you might perhaps refuse to Return 
me my Drafts and knowing the change in my situation and 
Circumstances Sir George Simpson ought to have sent Back 
my Draft which if he had done most assuredly I would not be 
here at present as I would not have this property on my account 
as my only object was as I state to put an End to the harrassing 
state in which I was kept about it and to prevent the Company 
Being Despoiled and to afford me Greater facility in managing 
the Business under my charge and if Sir George Simpson had 
sent my Draft Back I would not find myself at the age of Sixty 
three and forty three years in the trade in Danger of becoming 
a pauper with two orphan families on my hands—to which I 
am Brought from a Desire to prevent the Company from being 
Despoiled and to promote their Interest. 

3. The manner I intended to manage the Business at this 
place was to place my family here so as to do away with all 
pretensions from others and to carry on the Business here for 
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the Company have all the Wallamette wheat purchased by the 
Company manufactured here and to have sawed all the 
Lumber here Required for Exportation. Both of which can 
be done Better and cheaper at this place than at Vancouver at 
the same time it would have Extended the influence of the 
Company by giving Employment about the place—and in 
Acting in this manner I was only following up the Spirit of 
your Instructions and trusted I would not be Allowed to suffer 
and if I did not submit my plans in Details to your Honors 
It was because I was called on to Decide from the circumstances 
in which I was placed and I flattered myself I had given 
sufficient proofs of Zeal to be Entitled to some confidence. 

4. In 1842 I was Instructed to Build here and it was only 
on account of the strong opposition made to the Hudson Bay 
Company as you may see from my Letters since 1842 that I 
Built in my name with the Expectation of being able of securing 
the place in the same way as the present organisation allow 
Vancouver Nisqually and the Country about them to be covered 
by the names of Individuals—Indeed so great was the Hostile 
feeling to the Hudson Bay Company at the time By Reports 
spread among the Immigrants By traders in the Snake Country 
and the members of the Methodist Mission that the Hudson 
Bay Company were in the habit of placing stores alongside 
of American traders to undersell them and thus Destroy 
American influence that I dared not place the store here in 
the name of the Company least it should be Destroyed and we 
would be unable to procure any compensation for the Loss and 
Injury I therefore placed it in my name But did the Business 
for the Company. 

5. Acting on the principle that the Business was to be 
carried on for the Company Even if I became possessed of the 
place—I made a contract June 1843 for twelve hundred yellow 
pine Logs so as to be able to compete with the Americans at 
the Sandwich Islands as they were preparing a cargo for that 
market and the Vancouver fir would have no sale as the yellow 
pine is Better Lumber than any other in the Columbia and this 
is the only place where it can be procured for Exportation 
But it is thrown on my hands and I have not the means of 
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sending it to market and from the Instructions you have given 
not to freight the chartered ship! I do not see how the Company 
can send it to market and this large Amount of property 
remaining on my hands for which there can be no sale here 1s 
Ruinous to me and so much was I impressed that the Business 
of the place would be carried on for the Company that last fall 
I Reduced the Valuation of flour 3/ p. Barrel and was quite 
astonished this spring when on my asking what price would be 
allowed me for Lumber I was told the Company would take 
none and most certainly if I had imagined last fall such would 
be the case I would not have this place. 

6. Itis true Sir George Simpson wrote mein 1844” he would 
not Sanction any further Expenditure on this place But if I 
had Desisted from Operations—the place would have been 
lost—our opponents would have had a Victory and been 
Encouraged to further Encroachments on us and Besides | 
knew the Business would pay and therefore considered it 
necessary to persist and keep up the store here and the place 
cleared four thousand pounds after paying the Improvements 
and my Successors are so convinced of the Value of the store 
that though they are Instructed as I was to with draw yet they 
still keep it up and in my opinion they are Right as I consider 
the Company ought to keep a store here as long as they can. 

7. I offerred to let these Mills at a price to cover Wear and 
tare and Interest of Capital to the Company conformable to 
the object I had in View when I proposed to take them on my 
account Messrs. Ogden and Douglass would not take them I 
offerred to Deliver for payment of supplies from the store here 
—But it was not accepted 


Weather Boards TS pe Witt 
Inch Boards 20 
Inch & 4 ns 
Inch yellow pine as 
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+ See ps 124. 

2 D. 4/31, fo. 82d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Red River Settlement, June 15, 
1844, ‘‘ With respect to our claim on the Willamette Falls, I am not at present 
prepared to sanction any expenditure either in effecting additional improvements 
or in attempting to secure our title. While we shall endeavour to maintain our 
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While the Goods are sold here never under 133 on prime cost 
Lumber at this price would cost much Less than at Vancouver 
because from the situation there two mills with only one saw 
Each can be managed by Six men and do about three times 
the Work the Vancouver Mill does the Reason I Built the 
Mill in 1828 at the Fort instead of Building here was the 
hostile state of the Indian population would not allow of the 
men being sent away to such a Distance from the Fort Besides 
it sawed sufficient Lumber for our wants But at present no 
Danger can be apprehended from Indian population. 

8. After doing what I have in the Department saving the 
Companys stores at Vancouver from being pillaged which if it 
had occurred would have Ruined our Business on this side 
the mountains and that.it and the puget sound Company are 
in a way of doing better than they have done I am injured by 
stopping my Salary and Disgraced By taking the charge of 
the Department from me when I Run the Danger of being 
Ruined and Expatriated by placing me in a situation to oblige 
me to take a property which I only required to Enable me to 
manage the Companys affairs with Greater facility and to 
Greater advantage to them and feeling the treatment I wrote 
last spring to Sir George Simpson! “I Beg to inform you that 
though I have requested the favour of a passage this fall to 
London or next spring to Red River with the Intention of 
availing myself of it 1f Business permits or circumstances 
render It necessary Still it is-not my Intention to Resume 
Active Duty in the Service of the Hudson Bay Company ”’ 
My object in going to London or Red River is to have an 
Explanation of the Reasons why I am treated in the manner 


rights, I cannot approve of the policy of buying off pretended claims and of feeing 
individuals of whom we know nothing excepting that they profess to be legal 
men.” 

1D. 5/16, McLoughlin to Simpson, Oregon, March 20, 1846. 
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Iam But I find since I wrote that I may not be able to leave 
the Country before selling as if I do as I have no title I may 
lose the property I ought therefore to have Demanded that this 
place be taken off my hands or Else to be continued in the 
Rank of Active Service till I can find a purchaser and then 
if I- go to Red River and London and clear myself of the 
charges against me—that Justice be done me as this is the 
only way in which Justice can be done without Injury to 
any. 

9. When Sir George Simpson asked me in 1838 to Renew 
my Agreement he handed me a note! in his hand writing in 
which he states I will be allowed five hundred pounds Sterling 
p. annum beyond my emoluments as a Chief Factor—and I 
would not agree Except on the understanding I was to have 
charge of Columbia Department and when I objected to the 
power of the Company to put an officer on the Retired List* he 
Replied “ You need not be afraid It will not be Done to you ”’ 
It is true I am not called on to Retire But situated as I am with 
this property on my hands to order me to the other side 
Amounts to the same—yet I could not object if Iam found to 
have acted contrary to the Letter and Spirit of my Instructions 
and the usage of the trade and have not done the Best I could 
to promote the Interest of the Company—of which the 
Distressing situation in which I am is a proof and this 1s because 
while I was taking every means in my power in compliance 
with the Letter and Spirit of my Instructions to secure every 
Branch of Business in the Country that will pay to the Company 
and thus secure and Extend their influence a change takes 
place which the whole of my Labour as in the Calefornia 
Business—and here this year by Being Deprived of the power 
to Employ the chartered Vessel By which a large quantity of 
produce will not be sent to market and I see no way for my 
Successors to Dispose of it but By selling it to the American 
coasters—In the same way I wanted to secure to the Company 
the supplying Oahu with Lumber for which there is an 


Increasing Demand. But there are no means of transporting 


1 No trace of this note or of a copy has been found. 
2 Seep’ Ida at 
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it thither I was therefore obliged to let my Saw Mills to 
Americans! for a thousand Dollars p. annum for two years and 
all I could do was to Bind them to consign their Lumber to 
Messrs. Pelly and Allen if they will take it for sale. 

To. But to Return I allowed people to think and when 
asked said that my present Intention was to Retire to this 
place—But that I might change my mind, I said this to 
Diminish the opposition made to me, for this place, But 
Intended as already mentioned to Dispose of it as soon as the 
Boundary was settled, Indeed my opinion is that it was of 
importance to the Hudson Bay Company to have the controul 
of it till then or most certainly I would not have taken the 
trouble I have about it—as though they may do without it— 
If their commercial opponents have it most assuredly it will 
increase their importance—in a commercial and National 
View. 

11. | hope your Honors will take into consideration the 
Reasons which Induced me the Draft to pay for this place and 
since it 1s of no use to me for the object I intended you will 
Allow me to Return it to you if I cannot sell it before I hear 
from you and not to Allow me suffer as stated in mine 20th 
March 1845 to Sir George Simpson to whom I also wrote in 
mine 2nd April? last “you may Depend If I had had the least 
Idea that I would be treated in the manner I am I would not 
have Invested my means in this place as I acted as I did to 
Enable me to manage the Business under my charge with 
Greater facility and to Greater Advantage In fact I acted in 
the manner | did from a principle of Duty ”’. 


1D. 5/19, Ogden to Simpson, Fort Vancouver, March 15, 1847, private, 
The old Doctor for nearly three Months after the departure of the Express was 
in a most desponding state and at one time became so melancholy that serious 
apprehensions were entertained would loose his reason but from this unpleasant 
state he was in a great measure relieved by leasing his Saw Mills to an American 
by the name of Pomeroy at the rate of one thousand dollars per Annum who also 
took off his hands his log Contract to a very large amount the latter had been made 
when extravagance was the order of the day at the Falls and it was so far fortunate 
for us the Contract has been assumed by him and thus we escape a heavy loss the 
Catholic Mission have become security for Pomeroy....” 

2D. 5/17, McLoughlin to Simpson, Oregon, April 2, 1846. 
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12. As the Willamette Valley is the Best Country of its 
Extent for wheat in North America the place will be the first 
place for Business in the Columbia Department and perhaps 
on the North West coast yet so Desirous am I to leave since it 
is of no use to me for the object I Desired I would not Remain 
here if a present was made me of the place—and I would leave 
it by first opportunity. 

13. I am censured for giving Debts to the Immigrants, 
But I gave very few in 1844 and none in 1845 and in acting 
as I did in 1843-4 I acted according to the Circumstances in 
which I was placed and have already given you my Reasons for 
so doing—which if I had not done I am of opinion Vancouver 
would have been taken and the Business of the Company in 
Columbia Department—But as soon as circumstances 
permitted I stopped the Credit System—But after overcoming 
the Difficulties with which I had to contend, saving the 
Companys and Puget Sound Business and Bringing them to 
order and making our conduct and the manner the Business 
was managed the subject of praise by every Respectable person 
who came to the Country and now to be treated as I am Is 
what I could not Expect. 

14. But as this is owing to misrepresentation I am certain 
time will do justice to my proceedings and character. 

15. I see by my account that you have ordered Mr. Geyer 
passage amounting to one hundred pounds to be charged to 
me and also twenty two pounds nineteen shillings and nine 
pence advanced him from the Vancouver Stores Mr. Geyer 
was recommended to me By Sir W. D. Stewart of Murthly 
Castle Perthshire who wrote me from the Rocky Mountains: 

16. ‘From Great Sandy Creek under the Windy 
Mountains 2d Aug. 43 Mr. Geyer a German of considerable 
Eminence as a Botanist will Visit Vancouver I Believe next 
Autumn and I am sure will Recommend himself to you by his 
knowledge of Gardening and Specimens of plants he can give 
you of which I have spoken to him and of your taste for 
Gardening I think of hireing him to superintend my Garden in 
Scotland and if he has any Difficulty in settling for a passage 
home to England he may have what assistance you may 


JUPEEY 3.22,51846 161 


consider Reasonable on my account’’ Mr. Douglass writes 
me that Sir W. D. Stewart informed you he had sent me the 
money If he did it never came to me I wrote him on the 
subject and if he hands the amount and Interest will you please 
order it to be Received and placed to my Credit.! 

17. Sir William D. Stewart was Introduced to us by a 
circular from the Right Honble. E. Ellice addressed to Several 
Gentlemen in Canada Sir G. Simpson and the Chief factors 
and Chief traders Hudson Bay Company, and we never had 
any Difficulty before about his Drafts—But they were Drawn 
on his Agent by himself he has made several trips from 
Scotland to the Rocky Mountains. 

I am 
~ your Honors 
most obedient 
humble Servant 
Jno. McLovucu itn 


Oregon City 12th July 18462 
oir). Fs Pelly Bt: 


Dear SIR 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the Receipt of your 
favour of 3rd Oct. last ® with a Bill of parcels of the articles you 
had the kindness to procure for me which I hope the Hudson 
Bay Company have paid on my account—I am happy to be 
able to inform you that the settlers are conducting themselves 


1 See pp. 66-7. A.6/27, fo. 8d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, 
Ogden and Douglas, October 8, 1845, “The Bills advised in the 8oth par. of 
C. Factor McLoughlin’s Despatch of Novr. 20th have been honored with the 
exception of one for £22. 19. 9 drawn by Mr. Geyer on Sir W. D. Stewart, who, 
on application being made to him for payment, stated that he had remitted the 
money to Mr. McLoughlin. It has therefore been charged to that gentleman’s 
account”. See Oregon Hist. Quar, XLV, Burt Brown Barker (ed.), 
‘“‘ McLoughlin Proprietary Account with Hudson’s Bay Company ”, p. 30. 

2A.10/22. This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 

3 This was apparently a private letter. No copy has been traced. 
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in a peaceable orderly manner and which proceeds from our 
having done away with the use of Spiritous Liquors in the 
Country and though there are many who are desirous to have 
it and have manufactured some yet I am happy to find that 
what we have done is appreciated by the great majority and 
that they are Exerting every means in their power to keep it 
out of the Country As to their political opinions, some are 
Desirous that the Columbia be the Boundary because it will 
afford them a Double market and if the policy I pursued while 
in charge of the Hudson Bay Co. Business of selling at an 
advance of 100 p. cent and at this place of selling at the same 
price as the American traders, say 334 in Vancouver is followed 
this Desire will Increase others again think that the whole 
of Oregon united with Calefornia would make a Respectable 
Independant state—and that such a union would be more 
advantageous for them—and be Independant than the two 
states to be Dependant on a Distant Government and if the 
attempt to Revolutionize Calefornia which I am informed 1s to 
be made this Summer is successful I Believe a proposal for 
the Union will be made, if the Boundary between Britain and the 
United States is not previously known But at present the 
majority from a national feeling are desirous of Union with the 
United States—Indeed I am of opinion even if this Country 
and Calefornia were United still a great number and perhaps 
a majority would be for Union with the United states But I 
see stated in the papers that the British Minister at Washington} 
proposed to Renew the joint occupancy for twenty years and 
then let the people select for themselves to which Government 
they would be united But in the meantime allow the present 
organisation rule the Country—and it is the opinion of all with 
whom I have conversed that in this case they would Declare 
themselves Independant at the Expiration of the term But the 
best informed are of opinion the United States will never agree 
to the British Ministers proposal—But that the Immigrants 
conduct themselves in the orderly manner | state—is owing 
mainly also to the manner they were assisted by me and my 
opinion was at the time and still is that if I had acted Differently 
1 Sir Richard Pakenham. 
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to what I have and refused assistance to the first Immigrants 
Vancouver would have been taken and the Companys property 
in it and the Companys Business in the Department Destroyed 
and for which Robbery and Outrage the Company would never 
have recovered a farthing of Indemnification and even if they 
had not Done this—If I had refused them assistance—they 
would have starved, the World would have Raised a hue and 
cry against the company and the succeeding Immigrations 
would have Eaten the crops the farmers had on hand and they 
would as a last resource have taken Vancouver—which would 
have brought the Evils on the Company I already stated and 
the Company would have had the additional Loss from the 
Expence we would have had to Incur to send to other places 
for the wheat for the Russian contract and that my fears were 
not Imaginary may be seen from the facts I already reported to 
the Directors and nothing but the conduct pursued averted 
these Evils from us and | have the mortification to find after 
suffering so much anxiety and taking so much pains to save 
the Companys property and secure the Companys Business 
from Destruction that my conduct is Disapproved and I am 
wronged and Disgraced By witholding my Salary of five 
hundred pounds p. annum—and Deprived of the charge of the 
Department and ordered to the other side of the Mountains as 
I consented to renew my agreement under the Express 
promise that I would be allowed five hundred pounds Extra 
p. annum and with a clear and Distinct understanding with Sir 
George Simpson that I was to have charge of Columbia 
Department as on no account would I renew my agreement 
on any other terms—and Indeed not only Wronged and 
Disgraced by the witholding my five hundred pounds and 
taking the charge of the Department from me But | am Injured 
by the transfer made me of the Willamette Mills as | only 
wanted them to Enable me to carry on the Business of the 
Company with Greater facility and to prevent the Company 
Being Despoiled of them and to save them from Being 
Destroyed—as most certainly there are some of these 
Immigrants so hostile to the Hudson Bay Co. that they would 
have set them on fire if they had been certain they Belonged to 
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the Company—and this feeling is merely because they consider 
the Company a Monopoly—and a British Company supporting 
and Extending British influence My Reason for sending the 
Draft to pay for the Mills—-was because I was so harrassed 
about them that I was Anxious to bring the affair of the transfer 
to a Decision so that if it was not Done and the Company 
suffered—I would be free of Blame and if called into Court 
I would be able to swear the place was. mine—and that I had 
paid for it so as to avoid every difficulty. But at the time wrote 
Sir George Simpson “that at my time of life It might be well 
supposed I would not wish to Enter into a new Business | 
trusted therefore I would not be allowed to suffer’ and my 
Intention was to sell them at the settling of the Boundary Line 
But if at the time I had known my Salary of five hundred 
pounds was stopped and that I was recalled to the East side 
of the Mountains I would not ever have thought of becoming 
possessed of this property and Sir George Simpson seeing the 
change in my circumstances and situation ought to have sent my 
Draft Back to me so as I might Decide reject or take as I pleased 
and which if he had Done most assuredly I would not be at 
present here as though out of policy I allowed people Believe 
I intended to retire to this place—so as to have less opposition 
to my claim and soften down opposition yet it never was my 
Intention—lIt is true you wrote me in 1842+ that I must make 
up my Difference with Sir George Simpson or Else I would be 
called on to Retire or have to be moved to another Department 
and proposed to me to settle in this Country I wrote you! I could 
not meet your Views in Regard to settling in the Willamette 
as that would oblige me to Retire which I did not wish to do 
and gave such Explanations of Sir George Simpsons 
proceedings towards me as led me to suppose you were 
satisfied as I saw by the Despatch of 1843 ° that you came to the 
same conclusion that I had and all who have seen the 
Depositions taken by Messrs. Manson and Douglass with 
whom I have conversed in regard to the murder of my late son 


1'This correspondence has not been traced. 
2 A. 6/26, fos. 81d.-82, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, September 
27,1843. See H.B.8., V1, 310-11. 
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—lI send with this a copy of Mr. O’Briens statement! of the 
manner Sir George took the Depositions which if it had been 
done by any other officer in the Service Sir George Simpson 
would have said that officer had acted improperly the fact is 
Sir George Simpson was prejudiced against the young man and 
Believed every thing these men told him and thought it 
unnecessary to cross question them an Error into which many 
men are apt to fall—and which I admit because I have 
sometimes committed the Error myself. 

My plan to manage this place was to place my family here 
so as to secure the place. But to carry on the Business for the 
Company to get all the wheat purchased in the Willamette 
manufactured here into flour and all the lumber for 
Exportation sawed here as the Lumber here is of a Better 
quality than at Vancouver and at present can be sawed cheaper 
here than at Vancouver so that by giving Employment here I 
might Extend the influence of the Company But the plan now 
adopted is different to what I inferred you wished to be 
followed—in fact you wrote me to push the opposition and 
Extend the influence of the company as much as possible— 
and I inferred you Did not wish to give up any place till 
compelled by Law—and which I consider is the only way the 
Business ought to be carried on according to the maxim of the 
trade ‘“‘ never to recede before an opposition”’ But instead 
of following up this maxim Sir George Simpson Instructed my 
successors to withdraw from the Willamette falls? this is this 
place—and take the store from it—which I consider to be 
very bad Policy as it is so Inconvenient to go to Vancouver— 
people will only go there when they cannot get their wants 
here and will prefer to pay Dearer here than to go there—If 
this store is well supplied it will clear more than any post in 
the Columbia if a market is found for produce Last year as 
the Americans were procuring a cargo of yellow pine for 
Exportation (this is the only place where it can be had for that 


1 See pp. 172-3. 

2 'The instructions contained in Simpson’s letter to McLoughlin, Ogden and 
Douglas of June 16, 1845, are quoted by McLoughlin on p. 137. See also 
Be135, 0. i. 
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purpose)—as I considered the Business here would be carried 
on for the Company so as to compete with the Americans 
and to secure the Lumber trade of Oahu to the company I 
procured twelve hundred Logs—and this spring offered them 
to Messrs. Douglass and Ogden for the Company But they 
would not take them | then offerred to allow them saw these 
logs in my mills they paying only the cost of these Logs—But 
still they would not take them at the time I took these mills as 
I considered it was obviously the Interest of the company to 
allow the Business go on at this place in the usual way that it 
was unnecessary for me to say any thing about it and was 
quite astonished when | asked what price they would allow me 
for Lumber and they wrote me they would take none—I then 
offerred to Return them the place—But they wrote me they 
could not receive it and I now write by present opportunity to 
the Board to request they would allow me Return them this 
property and so anxious am I to get Rid of it as I only wanted 
it for the Reason I already stated that I will sell it for what it 
cost me—if I have an offer before I hear from you—lI will sell 
it and if I can go out next spring to Red River or this fall to 
London—I will do so and do every thing I possibly can to get 
my conduct and proceeding Investigated—and act of Justice 
which I owe to myself and my friends—But having no title 
I cannot leave the place till I sell it. 

As to the Manner I got through the Difficulties I had to 
contend with which were much greater than those which any 
person had to contend with in the Indian country—since I am 
acquainted with it I must leave others to Judge But I will say 
no pains or care was spared by me to promote the Interest of 
the Company to the Utmost of my ability of which there can 
be no better proof than the Disagreable and Distressing 
situation in which I now am I may say I have Drunk and am 
Drinking the cup of Bitterness to the very Dregs—But you are 
unacquainted with our situation and the circumstances In 
which I was placed (at least it seems so to me) and seem to 
consider persons and property as secure here as in England 
which is far from being the case—you look to Sir George 
Simpson and though I have given him every information to 
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Enable him to form a correct Decision Instead of availing 
himself of it he goes to subordinates who have but very limitted 
information and whose very Ignorance and Irresponsibility 
makes self confident and makes them Boldly Blame what they 
Disapprove and Sir George Simpson taking this for Knowledge 
and Judgment adopts their Views and Directs accordingly I 
can trace a great number of the Instructions I Received to that 
source and the Individuals from whom it came and which 
certainly were not such as the Business required—But | 
Believe it is not the manner in which I conducted the Business 
to which I owe the harsh treatment I Receive But to the letter 
[ wrote in 18421 to Sir George Simpson informing him our 
private correspondence must cease and I do think it was more 
becoming for me to do so than act the part of a Hypocrite 
and pretend a Regard for a man which I could not feel because 
he wanted me to stultify myself and admit the Calefornia 
Business held no prospect of being profitable when it is the 
Best Business on the whole coast—of which I have positive 
proofs an acquaintance of mine a Mr. Leedersdoff? began 
Business there in 1842 with a Capital of five hundred pounds 
and writes me this year that he has clear before him in Goods 
and property thirty seven thousand Dollars and does not owe a 
man a farthing But if Sir George Simpson had stated candidly 
as you state in yours of 3rd Oct. last ‘‘ that it Does not come 
in the Spirit of the Incorporation of the H.B.Co. to form such 
Establishment ” there would have been no difference between 
Sir George Simpson and me But the way he acted to attempt 
to persuade me contrary to the Evidence of facts was actually 


* McLoughlin’s letter has not been traced. He apparently wrote privately to 
Simpson on April 12 and on May 1 and 3, 1842, charging him with want of 
courtesy at the time of the reorganisation of the trade of the North West Coast in 
1841-42 (see H.B.8., VI, xv—xvi). Simpson sent the letters to Pelly under cover 
of a letter dated London, November 23, 1842 (D. 4/61, fo. g—gd.), and added: 
“ From a variety of considerations, I regret very much the view Mr. McLoughlin 
has taken of this subject, especially so, as it puts an end to the good understanding 
that has for many years subsisted between us, and terminates our private 
correspondence, which has so long been useful in our business relations.” 

2W. A. Leisdesdorff, United States’ vice-consul to Yerba Buena and 
Monterey, and agent for the Russian American Company. 
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an Insult—and if Sir George Simpson had said at once what 
you wrote and that it must of course be abandoned poor Rae 
would be alive—But no in Calefornia and all the way to Oahu 
Sir George Simpson held out that the Business was to be 
carried on on an adequate scale—to have a Vessel constantly 
on the coast and told Rae to publish it and to provide a cargo 
of hides for the Vessel Expected that year which he did But 
no Vessel came for them and when he heard the Business was 
to be abandoned being very Sensitive—the Remarks to which 
this Exposed him Drove him to Destraction. 

Seeing the Business of this place was to be conducted in a 
very different manner to what I think it ought and that the 
company would not avail themselves of my Mills I let my two 
saw mills to two Americans ! for five hundred Dollars Each 
p. annum for two years—and sold them my Logs—having no 
Employment for my Son? I Requested Messrs. Ogden and 
Douglass to allow him return to Vancouver to Employ him 
merely for his Victuals till I could get him regularly admitted 
to the Service so as that in the mean time he should not be Idle 
But this has been refused—and this by Gentlemen particularly 
Mr. Douglass who knows every thing I did to promote the 
Interest of the Company, and my Reasons for so doing so was 
in case of any thing happening to me—that he might know how 
to act—Except my sending the Draft to pay for the place—as 
I knew he would Disapprove it. 

On Reperusing yours of 3rd Oct. last I see you wrote ryt 
very much approve of your conciliating measures and think 
when they can pay Either in money or produce they should be 
supplied with Goods if we have them to spare on terms that 
should prevent them from coming into the neighbourhood a 
this is Exactly the plan I followed—as I consider that the 
Company ought to attend to every Branch of Business in the 
Columbia that will pay—It was this Induced me to procure 
pine Logs—as to keeping up the High prices here—I consider 
it favourable to the Company—lIt gives them Better prices for 
their Goods—and shews they are not hostile to American 


AC ipa hs Oy eet 
2 David McLoughlin. See H.B.S., VI, 395-6. 
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Interest—and the Business the Americans do here is of little 
consequence in comparison of the Good Effect of contrasting 
American with Vancouver prices—so hostile was the feeling 
towards us that I was obliged in 1843 to place the store here 
in my name (but for the Company)—as I am certain If I had 
placed it then in the name of the Company we would have had 
a Row and the country would have been in a flame—however 
that hostile feeling is Decreased and the store is now in the 
name of the Company the Hostile feeling against us was so 
great that I considered it Expedient to avoid as much as 
possible speaking on the Boundary question—merely telling 
those who spoke to us on the subject that I did not understand 
the merits of the case But as it was an affair that would be 
settled without asking my opinion and still less my consent I 
did not trouble my head about it—as I must take it as it was 
made for us—I always understood my colleagues approved 
this line of conduct—one Day Dr. White the American Indian 
agent had the impudence to ask me and Mr. Douglass whether 
in the Event of the United states getting all the Country we 
would leave as party feeling ran very high at the time I told 
him that the Boundary was an affair of Government But if the 
British Government gave up the Columbia It was no Reason 
I should give up my Business Mr. Douglass Expressed himself 
in the same manner—and upon this he Reports to his 
Government we had no objection to become American Citizens 
I Read this and repeated to him my words and left him to 
draw his own inference— 

I am very unfortunate at the Union Between the Hudson 
Bay and North West Companies my property was accounted 
to me as a sale when it was an Investment and you know how I 
acted and that I never attempted to make a Bargain for myself} 
—But studied the Interest of the whole and after doing what I 
have in the Department—saving the Companys store at 
Vancouver—from being pillaged which would have Ruined 
their Business on this coast and that it and the Puget sound 

~ Co. are in a way of doing better I am wronged by stopping my 
Salary of five hundred p. annum and Disgraced by taking the 


1See H.B.S., IV, xlvii. 
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charge of the Department from me when at the same time 
I Run the Risk of being Ruined and Expatriated by having a 
property pushed on me which I only wanted to Enable me to 
manage the Business under my charge with Greater facility 
to greater advantage to the Hudson Bay Company and to 
prevent the Hudson Bay Company being Despoiled feeling the 
wrong and injury done me in my character and means I| wrote 
last Spring? “ I Beg to inform you that though I have requested 
the favour of passage this fall to London or next spring to Red 
River with the Intention of availing myself of the favour if 
Business permits or circumstances make it necessary still it is 
not my Intention to Resume active Duty in the Service of the 
Hudson Bay Co.” 

My object in going to London and Red River is to have an 
Explanation of the Reasons why I am treated in the manner 
I am and Indignant at the Injury and wrongs done to my 
character and fortune made me write I would not Return to 
active Duty in the service of the Hudson Bay Company Service 
But I may not be able to Leave the Country as soon as I wish 
as I may be unable to sell—or arrange about this place place I 
ought therefore to have Demanded that Justice be Done me—By 
taking this place off my hands allowing me my five hundred p. 
annum and Restoring my charge to me whether the Hudson 
Bay Company will do this or not I cannot say But it is the only 
way they can do themselves and me justice which if they do 
not do they certainly cannot find it wrong in me to do all I can 
to obtain it for myself as I am certain if I am in my present 
painful and Distressful situation it is because my conduct has 
been misrepresented and the Directors are misinformed—In 
case of my not being able to go home this fall or next Spring 
to Red River—l would be Extremely obliged to you if you 
would write me on the subject by first opportunity. 

[am 
Dear sit 
your obedient 
humble Servant 
Joun McLovcu in 
1D, 5/16, McLoughlin to Simpson, Oregon, March 20, 1846. 
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N.B. I hope you will consider the situation in which I am 
placed an apology for troubling with these Details—as so 
Distressed am I at being disgraced and Degraded and which 
you will admit is natural that though the people are very kind 
to me yet if I had my money I would not Remain here if a 
present was made of it to me—Sir George Simpsons Visit here 
in 1841 has cost me Dear—taking Mr. Finlayson from Stikene 
for which there was no necessity and which necessity could 
hardly Justify led to the murder of my Son the careless 
manner he took the Depositions was Ruinous to his character 
—the Deception practised on Rae by telling him the Calefornia 
Business would be carried on an adequate scale and giving it 
up when it held such fine prospects Drove Rae to Destraction 
and because I felt as I ought at his wanting to Stultify me 
‘ and make me Believe contrary to the Evidence of facts—and 
therefore could hold no further private correspondence with 
him—for which my Salary of five hundred pounds p. annum 
is stopped—I am Deprived of my charge—and called to the 
other side which will make me lose this property and Ruin me 
—and which I purchased to prevent the Company Being 
Despoiled and to manage their Business to Better advantage— 
But my conduct must have been misrepresented—and I trust 
that the Company will when correctly informed do me justice. 


peiviel, 


I am of opinion if I had acted otherwise than I did—besides 
Vancouver being pillaged and the Companys Business 
Destroyed—England and the United states would be at War 
—at present—Evils which have been averted by management 
and their prejudices are diminishing so fast that if Business 
goes on as at present in two years the Great Majority will be 
as friendly to the Company as the Canadians—and if my 
conduct is Right see how I am treated— 

Jno. McLoughlin 


Mr. Thomas McKay gave mea Draft on you for the Amount 
you have of his in your hands I wrote requesting it might be 
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paid to the Hudson Bay Co.—and I have no mention of it by 
you or the Company. 

July 18th the package you sent me arrived this Day in 
Good order but one piece of Black and White Cassemere 
223 yds. No. 2172—$/2 p. yd.— £5 17 6 is not in the package. 

I carried on the Business of the Columbia Department 
according to the Spirit and Letter of my Instructions and the 
circumstances of the Country and took up every Branch of 
Business so as to secure the Standing of the Company in the 
Country But you have this year curtailed the means of 
sending the Proceeds to market by Depriving my Successors 
of the Right of Employing the chartered Vessel (when she in 
addition would not be sufficient to take all the proceeds to 
Market)—you must have made this Decision on Misinformation 
of the state of the Business in the Country the fact is that no 
man is qualified to give an opinion on the Business of Columbia 
Department—till a person has been two years in charge of the 
Business of the Department—though every person about 
Vancouver and even on the East side considers he is fully 
acquainted with it. 

Jno. McLoucuHiIn 


87 Hatton Garden 
and Fune 1845 


John McLoughlin Esqr. 


SIR 

I have much pleasure in complying with your Request 
that I would make a statement of all I knew concerning the 
manner in which the Depositions relative to the murder of the 
late Mr. John McLoughlin at Stikene were taken by Sir 
George Simpson. 

On arriving at Stikine late on the Evening of the fourth Day 
after the murder I accompanied Sir George Simpson ashore 
when he asked a few questions of several of the men but did 
not commit them to paper that Evening the next morning 
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after sleeping on Board the Cow/itz Sir George proceeded to 
take the Depositions of the men whom he first Examined 
concerning all they knew of the murder and then Dictated the 
substance of their information to whoever was writing for him 
—not in the form of question and answer but he made a 
narrative of the whole and then made them swear to what was 
written down Iam not certain whether it was Read over to 
them the man Smith objected strongly to taking an Oath But 
consented at last when Sir George Simpson Examined him in 
Gaelic and then translated it into English the Canadians were 
questioned in English and some replied in English and others 
In french, the Owhyhees were questioned and answered in 
English I was not present during the whole of the Examinations 
but those I heard Examined were Examined as I have stated — 
the Depositions in the Dining Room of the Big house at 
Stikine. 

Il am Sir 
your most obt. Servant 
signed Jno. O’Brien 


Remarks by the undersigned 

the Owhyhees—understand English very little and speak very 
few words—what Dependance could be placed on their 
Depositions taken in that manner—as to the Canadians some 
spoke English and understood it but these were the Worst 
characters among the Canadians—as to Smith—he is a 
poltroon—who had always been kindly treated by the Deceased 
yet that man knew that Heroux had a Gun Loaded to shoot 
his Master as may be seen by his own Deposition—yet was so 
timid that he never informed his Master what Dependance 
can be placed on such a Mans Deposition. 

Jno. McLoucutin 
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Fort Vancouver 5h March 18451 


Private 
From James Douglas 
To Sir George Simpson 


Dear SIR 

There having been nothing of much interest to 
communicate, by the return ship, and being certain that you 
would not be in England on her arrival there, I did not as usual 
address you, by that opportunity, but I will do so now more 
fully. 

I had the pleasure of your letter from Red River and feel 
greatly obliged by your ready attention to our wishes in regard 
to the Teachers wanted for this place. [I communicated your 
remarks on the subject to all the Gentlemen in this District 
who feel an interest in the plan, but have not yet received 
answers from them, and I do not wish you to take any steps in 
the matter, until we are certain of having funds to defray the 
expense. 

I am not at all sure of being able to collect the necessary 
means, but if I do succeed, I will inform you as soon as possible, 
depending on your further exertions on our behalf. 

In reply to one passage of your letter “you could have 
informed the Doctor that the removal of Finlayson appeared to 
be a necessary measure ” allow me just to say, that I have done 

1D. 5/13. ‘This letter is in Douglas’s writing. It is endorsed in the writing 


of Simpson’s secretary, E. M. Hopkins: “ Priv. 1845 Ft. Vancouver 5th March 
James Douglas Recd. 6 June Ansd. 15 do.” 
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so repeatedly, and said every thing that could be said on the 
subject to convince him of it. McDonald besides, being in 
ill health, could claim his discharge from the service as a right, 
his engagement with the Company being about to expire; the 
state of Works health would not have justified you in leaving 
him at Fort Simpson without an active second, and Roderick 
Finlayson was the only person, within reach, who could with 
propriety be left there. Poor John was a strong active man, in 
sound health, Work a suffering invalid. Could you in such 
circumstances consent to leave him alone, in so important a 
charge. Most assuredly not. The arrangement met with my 
full approbation, not that I wished to leave either of them 
without an assistant Clerk, but because I thought Work stood 
most in need of support. 

I am sorry to hear that the Settlement of the Boundary 
question is likely to drag on, from year to year, without being 
settled, as the Americans will soon leave nothing to settle. The 
people of the west are crouding into the country, by sea and 
land as fast as they can come. Every vessel from the Sandwich 
Islands brings some addition to the number, and about 1500 
persons, arrived last autumn, overland from St. Louis, bringing 
with them nearly 200 waggons and upwards of a 1000 head of 
cattle. They are branching out into every direction, and 
settling wherever fancy leads them. A party of them have 
taken possession of Prairie du Thé, others have squatted at 
Wyeths place on Multnomah Island, and one fellow has even 
marked a claim in the point of woods below the Fort, extending 
from the mens houses to the “‘ Lower Plain”. If he comes to 
build upon it, we are determined to eject him at all hazards, 
otherwise they will go on with their encroachments until they 
take possession of our very garden. We consider that we have 
a legal right to eject any trespasser from our premises, on 
the grounds that the Hudsons Bay Company formed their 
settlement here, under the authority of a Licence from the British 
Government, in conformity with the Provisions of the Treaty 
of joint occupation entered into with the United States of 
America which gives them (the Hudsons Bay Coy.) the right 


of occupying as much land as they require for the operations of 
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their business. Thus both governments are bound to protect 
them in their rights, and we believe further that as a British 
settlement the laws of no other nation, nor of any body of men, 
have a right to interfere with its government, nor can exercise 
jurisdiction within its limits. In short we think that as British 
subjects, we have a right to enforce British laws within our 
limits, in defiance of any other Power, not emanating from the 
British Government, set up in the Country. Please to inform 
if we have taken a correct view of the subject, as it is only by 
pursuing a right course, that we can expect to gain our object, 
of keeping squatters off our premises. ‘There are a number of 
unprincipled fanatics among the Emigrants, who having 
nothing to lose themselves, would gladly lay hold of any 
pretext to embroil us with their countrymen, and no topic can 
have a greater influence in exciting and rousing them into acts 
of hostility, than any aggressive proceeding on the part of the 
Company. We will have a very difficult part to play, and it 
will require firmness and great good management to keep out 
of trouble. 

The Oregon Legislature met in June 1843, and in a short 
but very busy session, drafted the constitution of the new 
state, and passed a number of useful laws. It was again, in 
session, last December, though comparatively little business 
was then done. They however extended the limits of Oregon 
to 54.40 confining the jurisdiction of the Provisional 
Government to the south bank of the Columbia. It will no 
doubt be extended to our side next year, and then we come into 
collision with them individually and collectively. They may 
attempt to levy taxes on us, an attempt which we are bound to 
resist, and what the consequences may be, remains to be seen. 
These particulars may enable you to see and judge of our 
situation and prospects. I may as well mention here another 
difficulty, we are likely to encounter, under the relations we 
must of necessity establish with the new government ; there 
will be no relief in law, for the recovery of debts, and we will be 
thrown entirely upon the honour of our customers, with the 
single security that their wants will compel them to be honest 
in their dealings. 
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We had a visit last summer from H. M. Sloop Modeste of 18 
guns, commanded by Thomas Baillie. The object of the visit 
was to reconnoitre and obtain information on the state of the 
country, its resources and value to Great Britain. With all these 
subjects he was made as thoroughly conversant as our intimate 
acquaintance with the country could make him, and besides he 
had the best opportunities for personal observation. I rode 
with him and several of his Officers over a great part of the 
Wallamatte Settlement, introducing them every where and 
showing them every thing, but they did not exhibit that degree 
of interest in the scene which I expected. They were all young 
men, and though most courteous and agreeable, had more 
taste for a lark than for a ‘‘musty ” lecture on politics or the 
great national interests in question. No sir, these are not the 
men to come here, we want one of the American school ; who 
thinks closely and sees clearly, from a habit of discussing great 
public questions. We met the anglo Canadian Population, on 
a Sunday at the Roman Catholic Church, and spent two nights 
under the Revd. Mr. Blanchets hospitable roof. 

The Canadians without displaying much enthusiasm, 
nevertheless, gave her Majesty’s Officers a warm reception ; 
but Baillie did not attempt to play the envoy, or awaken feelings 
of loyalty and attachment to their country’s cause, by one single 
expression of sympathy or interest about them, which might, 
by a little tact have been done, without any infringement of 
orders. While the American Party are pouring petition after 
petition into the hands of their government and keeping their 
national feelings alive, by a system of ceaseless agitation, we 
are doing nothing; British feeling is dying away so much, that 
Englishmen, in the Wallamatte, are either afraid or ashamed 
to own their country. We were six or seven days in our ride 
through the Wallamatte, and my travelling companions were 
delighted with the trip, which was, in all respects, pleasant 
enough had it been more useful. | 

I did not learn from what source Baillie’s orders, to visit 
this River, emanated, whether directly from the British 
Government or from the Admiral of the South American 
station; I think it is probable it was done by a deliberate order 
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of Government, for he told me, his orders required him to visit 
every part of the coast settled by British subjects, and that 
such visits would be annually repeated, for the protection 
of British interests; which I presume would not be done 
without the knowledge and consent of the Supreme Power 
of the State. 

After a stay of nearly three weeks at this place, the Modeste 
sailed for the ‘‘ Bar”’ and unfortunately took the ground 
somewhere on the middle sands, in consequence of taking the 
wrong channel. She floated at high water and after a good 
many hard knocks, they succeeded in running her into the 
River through the south channel. They repaired damages in 
Bakers Bay & left the River in company with McNeill in the 
Cowelitz, who had the honour of leading out. She called at Fort 
Victoria to embark Mr. Sangster, who remained on board until 
they reached Fort Simpson. After lying 10 days at that place, 
Captain Baillie sailed for Calefornia, intending from thence to 
proceed to the Sandwich Islands, to lay the information, he 
had collected, before General Miller, who will communicate 
the same to the British Government. It 1s probable we will see 
some of the American cruizers, in the River, next summer, to 
counteract the impression left by the Modeste. 

To give you any thing like a complete narrative of 
occurrences here, would fill a volume, I must therefore 
condense or rather pick and choose out of the prominent events 
of the year, such points as are likely to interest you most. The 
state of trade in the lower District, has been generally speaking 
less prosperous than last year; several causes have united in 
producing this depression, among these a severe dysentery 
which appeared last summer among the population of this 
river, of every origin, but was more particularly fatal to the 
Indians, may hold the first place: a winter wet and boisterous 
beyond all example following the ravages of Dysentery, 
completed the evil, preventing those from hunting who really 
wished to work. ‘These are no doubt the chief causes, of the 
general decline which appears in the trade of all the lower 
Posts, this year as well as those upon the coast, north of Fort 
Langley. The trade of the year is however, not below the 
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average as the returns of last year, with which they are here 
compared, were much better than usual. 

Taking the Outfit of 1842 for instance as a fair year for the 
comparison of returns, with the present, I find the following 
results vizt. 


Out. 1842 Outfit 1844 
Amot. of Returns Amot. of returns 
Fort Vancouvr. £3198 16 1 3669 13 0 
Fort Langley 2270 10. 7 rso 5 © 
Fort Nisqually 605 7 4 1034 6 Oo 
Fort Victoria SO ueeo mir 
(eyes we Se) Se TAT (Ow Ge 
Fort Simpson 2032115) 3 AB4S) 16) 7, 
Steamer Beaver big. 17 5079 2 5 
Ft. McLoughlin 2 A Mee) Bi) 
Ft. Durham 3449 5 ! 1005 13 0 9427 19 0 
161265 7.0 16868 19 It 


By this comparative statement you will observe that there is a 
balance of £700 and upwards, in the general amount of returns, 
in favour of this year, as compared with Out. 1842, and I wish 
particularly to point out to you, that Fort Simpson and the 
Beaver have collected nearly as many furs last season, as were 
collected, with a greater array of means in 1842. 

Yet the steamer was not managed according to my wishes, 
and ought to do more this year. | have not entered the returns 
of Stikine in this statement, as we have not received the 
accounts of that Post, in consequence of an excusable oversight 
committed by Dodd. The Books not being closed, I cannot 
give you the gains made on the above Posts, but a pretty 
correct estimate may be formed of them, as there is always a 
close relation between returns and profits. 

The Chenamis was the only trading vessel that visited the 
River, last year. The goods she brought were landed at 
‘“‘Cushings ” store in the Wallamatte, and she sailed with a 
cargo of Deals, flour salmon and shingles for the Sandwich 
Islands, returned from thence in December, and is now taking 
in another cargo, of the same discription of produce with which 
she is to sail in a short time for the Islands. Wilson has left 
Mr. Cushings employ and has set up in business as a 
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commission Merchant about a mile above Fort George. He 
has also a saw Mill in operation at Catlamatte, which is doing 
a good business. It cost him about 4000 Dollars, and he has 
sold a fourth share of it to Birnie, who, you will see, has 
applied to leave the service. 

I think it would be well to do something for that poor man, 
as he may injure us, if he goes. 

The Snake Country has not made out so well as last year, 
most of the freemen there having been formed into a party and 
sent, early in the autumn, under charge of an interpreter 
Raymond, to hunt the “‘ Quyatierra”’ country, from whence 
they will not return until next summer. Their success, if the 
enterprise prospers, will compensate for any deficiency which 
their absence may have caused in the returns this year. The 
business of Walla Walla, is of so little value in these days, that 
any change for the worse would not be much felt, yet the 
returns hardly equal those of last year. A considerable party 
of the Cayuse and Walla Walla Tribes, under two of their 
principal Chiefs, travelled, last summer, to California with the 
view of buying cattle. The enterprise has ended most 
unfortunately for them, having returned lately without a single 
cow, and the loss of the greater part of the property they had 
carried with them. It appears, by their account, that they 
reached “ Sutters ”’ place without accident, but had some words 
with the people there, about the surrender of a band of horses 
and mules, which, Rob Roy like, they had captured on the way. 
Sutters people did not object to indemnify them for the trouble 
they had had, but the two parties could not agree about the 
amount. Elijah the son of the Walla Walla Chief, who could 
speak good English, and was the man of business of his party, 
was invited into “‘ Sutters” house, and while quietly seated 
there, was killed by a ruffian who shot him dead on the spot, 
with a pistol. His friends taking fright at the monstrous 
outrage, immediately fled from the place, and made their way 
home as fast as they could come. So the matter rests at 
present. It will not surprise me if they return to Sutters next 
summer, in greater numbers, to rob, pillage and murder, by 


way of avenging Elijah’s death. 
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This has been one of the mildest, yet most rainy and 
boisterous winters ever seen, in the Columbia. The cattle 
have suffered dreadfully, from the inclemency of the weather, 
being all poor and many dead. The sheep having been fed all 
winter on turnips have suffered less, and are now in good 
condition. 

The Belgian Brig Indefatigable arrived here in August, with 
Father Desmet and Party of 7 Priests and Lay Brothers, with 
6 Nuns, of the Order “‘ Religieuses de Notre Dame ”’. 

They brought a considerable amount of property with them, 
intended principally for their own use, a few things only such 
as fire arms, and tobacco, being adapted for the Indian trade. 

They are now engaged in building on a large scale in the 
Wallamatte, and deal out their cash with a liberal hand. Such 
Customers are valuable to any business, as they are not 
particular about prices, and pay in good Bills. They have a 
great many Building contracts out, and we expect to make large 
Disbursements on their account, during the coming season. 

We lost some good customers by the winding up of the 
Methodist Mission, and we hope the Jesuits, will richly supply 
the blank. 

The Nuns have opened school, at Father Blanchets 
establishment, and display a surpassing degree of address, in 
the management of children. Their school is now numerously 
attended, by the daughters of the Canadian farmers who may 
be considered fortunate in having so munificent a provision 
made for the education of their children. The charge for 
freight and passage of Father Desmets whole party, from 
Antwerp to this River was only about £600, a surprisingly 
small sum, considering the distance and risks of the voyage, 
which were probably not known to the owners of the vessel. 

| think you did wrong, in throwing obstacles in the way 
of the Canadian Catholic Missionaries; instead of being 
restrained, they ought to be encouraged and allowed a free 
passage, in the Company’s inland Craft, to any part of the 
District, they may wish to visit. The expense would be a mere 
trifle to the Company, while the accommodation would be a 
means of securing their good will, and moreover, such good 
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offices, keep them in a state of dependance on our assistance. It 
is the settled purpose of the Catholic Missionaries to establish 
in every part of the country; the Jesuits talk of pushing into 
New Caledonia in a year or two, and of the two Parties of 
Catholics I prefer Mr. Blanchets people to them. The only 
way of preventing the intrusion of a foreign Priesthood, is to 
pre-occupy the field, by assisting those Missionaries, who have 
always, since they have been in this country, pursued their 
calling under the Companys protection, a boon which they 
repaid by the most devoted attachment to our cause. You may 
rest assured that the prohibition of passages, has not in the 
least checked the activity of the Priests, in this quarter, as they 
can perform their journies without our assistance, while we 
have incurred odium by the measure. 

Mr. McTavish who goes out, with the accounts can tell you 
all that is known, about the Falls of the Wallamatte. There is 
now a large amount of valuable property invested there, and I 
do not think it can ever be of much importance to the Company 
unless it could be secured to it by an immediate adjustment 
between the two Governments; in the present circumstances 
of this country, it will always be a sink of capital. What 
objection is there to the Doctors taking it on his own account 
reserving merely the Stores and granary for the Company. 

You will see by the Public letter that the long contemplated 
plan of making the Straits of De Fuca, the centre of a more 
extensive plan of operations, has at last been forced upon us, 
and it is decided that I shall go there soon, to choose a site and 
get a Saw Mill built, in some convenient situation, between 
Nisqually and Fort Victoria, from whence we may ship wood 
at every season of the year. If the narrows of Camosun be 
found suitable for the purpose, so much the better, if not we 
shall make it a point to select such a situation as will in all 
respects be most advantageous. We shall however select a 
place, if such is to be found, where there is a convenient and 
sufficient water power, with abundance of good timber near, 
whether it be in the vicinity of an establishment or not. 

It would indeed be a great advantage if such a situation can 
be found near any of our establishments, but if the two objects 
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cannot be combined, without sacrificing, in some measure, the 


interests of the Mill it will be better to make them distinct from’ 


each other. 

From that part of the Coast, we can compete with the 
exporters, from this River, and pour produce into every 
market in the Pacific, with a degree of celerity and cheapness, 
which they can never hope to equal, as long as the “ Bar ” of 
the Columbia exists. 

By making the vessel from England, touch first at Fort 
Victoria, to land thére such part of our goods, as will be 
hereafter noted upon our Requisitions, to comprise the supplies 
for the Coast, and part of the advance outfit, the transport from 
this River will be greatly lessened, and the Cadboro, could then 
in two trips take the Outfits to Fort Simpson and Stikine and 
bring back the returns to Fort Victoria; she will also manage 
without difficulty to perform all the transport, between the 
Posts within the Straits of De Fuca, bringing the wool, salmon, 
and furs to the same point, (Fort Victoria). They ought then 
to remain at that place, until shipped directly to England or the 
Sandwich Islands, as the case may be, instead of being 
exposed to the needless risk, which they now run, of being 
dragged two several times over the Columbia Bar, before their 
final departure from the country. 

The great bulk of our property being also divided between 
two Posts, the security would be greater, than by having it all 
collected in one place. 

The other advantages of the plan are so clearly stated in your 
letter, to the Governor and Committee, when addressing them 
on that subject in 1841, that I need not repeat them here. 

We also wish to extend our farming operations at Fort 
Victoria, being encouraged thereto by the large returns 
obtained from the land under cultivation, and then we may kill 
our Beef and Pork there, more readily than in this River. 

The Doctors letter, to their Honors will inform you, of the 
narrow escape we had from fire. The woods for miles around 
were in one general blaze, and the conflagration burst with 
such fury upon this Plain, that the old barn and a great part of 
the fencing round the Fort was consumed, and the fire forced 
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its way half through the orchard, before it could be checked. 
It was a horrible thing to see the fire catching in 50 different 
places at once in the garden and fields around the Fort, while 
the fences in the back alley, were burning fiercely, the Barn 
throwing columns of fire and smoke to the very clouds, and 
the surrounding forests all wrapped in flames. 

The scene was in fact the most terrible I ever witnessed, 
and I attribute our safety to the hand of Providence, more than 
to our own exertions, great as they were. It was a dreadful 
situation to be in with so much property at stake. 

I hope you will pay a well merited compliment, in your 
public letter, to the young gentlemen who so actively supported 
me, in protecting the establishment; it will have a good effect 
upon the service, to see those things noticed. 

I have been thinking seriously this winter about taking a 
turn to the civilized world, to attend to some little business that 
will require my presence there, and I presume there will be no 
objection on your part, to my getting a years furlough, 
whenever the convenience of the business will admit of my 
leaving my present post; as I would not, for any private views 
of interest, desire to distress the business in the least. I hope 
I shall have your reply to that matter in the Fall. 

I am happy to inform you that the Barque Vancouver, 
Captain Mott, from England arrived on the 18th February, 
safe and sound at Fort Victoria, having been out 5 months and 
20 days, ten days of which were spent in the Downs, in 
fruitless endeavours to make head against contrary winds, a . 
passage as remarkable for dispatch, as for the absence of every 
thing like accident or mischance. Captain Mott ran into the 
harbour of ‘‘ Victoria’ by chart and in three minutes from his 
making the point of entrance, was at anchor, before the Fort; 
how much my mind would be relieved, if I could feel assured 
that he would be equally fortunate in making this River. 

The Packet was forwarded via Nisqually to this place, having 
left “‘ Victoria’ on the 20th Feby., Captain Mott says he will 
be detained there three weeks, as the cargo for the North west 
coast, was not separately shipped in London, and he expected 
to have to discharge the ship almost entirely, before he could 
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get at these goods. 1 mention this circumstance to you, as I 
know you will draw the attention of the Board to the subject, 
and point out to them the great advantage of having the goods 
for the North west Coast, shipped only after the Columbia part 
of the cargo has been taken in, as the former will always be 
landed first. 

The Doctors letter to the Directors of the Pugets Sound 
Company, will afford you much information on the affairs of 
that association. There is a Gain of about £2000 on the 
general transactions of the year, about £1700 of which is 
derived from the increase of stock, and therefore not divisible 
among the share-holders. It is however satisfactory to know 
that our property is growing, though we cannot be said to be 
making money. 

All other matters of much interest being touched upon in the 
General letter, I will not trespass further on your time at 
present, though I may address you again before the departure 
of the last letters, if any thing occurs worth communicating. 
With earnest wishes for your health and happiness. 

I Remain 
Dear Sir 
Your very faithful Servt. 
James Dovctas 


P.S. You will of course send Mr. McTavish back as there is 
no person here, capable of replacing him. J.D. 


Fort Vancouver 4th April 18451 
Private. 
From James Douglas 
To Sir George Simpson 


Dear SIR 
The Barque Vancouver arrived here on the 27th Ultmo. 
and we have since discharged a considerable part of the cargo, 
1D. 5/14. ‘This letter is in Douglas’s writing. It is endorsed in Hopkins’s 


writing: “ priv. 1845 Ft. Vancouver 4 April James Douglas Recd. 6 June 
Ansd. 15 do.” 
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which is in excellent order, and as far as the Packages have been 
opened, the goods are just what they should be, a tasteful 
assortment for the country, every article of which will command 
its own price in this market. 

Unfortunately the greater number of our customers are poor 
men, who have no other capital than labour and I need not tell 
you that with such security, ie is, at times, exceedingly 
unpleasant to deal with them. 

Yet there is no shaking them off, we cannot, as in other parts 
of the world, send them to the next shop, nor would it be 
prudent in our circumstances, to turn a deaf ear to the calls of 
distress. We must deal with them, at all hazards, it is clearly 
a consequence and essential condition of our commercial 
position, from which there is no way of escape, without the 
danger of being distroyed. he moment we contract our 
operations, and leave any province of trade, in quiet possession 
of the private speculator, we lose caste. When the Legions 
were recalled from Britain, and other remote possessions, the 
Roman Empire fell rapidly into decay; with a territory nearly 
as extensive our dominion would suffer from the same course: 
there is danger in receding; strength, power and safety are to 
be found only in a bold advance. The Snake Country and the 
Coast, were wrested from the grasp of the enemy, and we must 
still act with the same energy, and pursue the same adventurous 
policy or surrender the field. 

In a few days more the Vancouver will be ready to receive 
wheat, and we hope to get her fairly started for Sitka, in about 
20 days hence, if the weather be at all favourable. 

Birnie has bought a share in Wilsons Saw Mill, equal to 
one fourth of its value, for which he paid a thousand dollars: 
this act shows a determination, on his part to leave the service, 
and whenever a man, comes to that way of thinking, the sooner 
he goes the better, as lukewarm supporters are worse than open 
enemies. I do not however mean to cast reflections on 
Birnie’s zeal, as I believe he took the plunge, in sheer dispair 
of any thing being done for him in the service. I would 
advise you to treat him leniently, and if he gets a provision 
in the service, the Company might hold the Mill in his 
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name, and reap the benefit if it turns out to be a profitable 
Concern. 

The Caddoro is still upon the stocks, and will not be ready for 
sea, in less than three weeks. 

We had a second visit lately from the Americans, who 
are trying to fasten a claim upon our point of woods; they 
remained only one day, having cut two logs, and planted a 
yard square of land, with cabbage, which we rooted out 
immediately: since then they have not returned. 

The Doctor has communicated the wicked and absurd plan, 
started by a few Americans here, with the view of expelling the 
half breeds and other population not of American origin from 
this country. These sentiments are not confined to the few 
concerned in that plot; many would join heart and hand were 
they not restrained by prudential considerations. 

No people can be more prejudiced and national than the 
Americans in this country, a fact so evident to my mind, that I 
am more suspicious of their designs, than of the wild natives of 
the forest. 

I hope you will give me your opinion of the “ Address to the 
Citizens of Oregon ”’, and mention if we have taken the right 
ground. 

A little advice on these subjects would be very acceptable, 
given however in plainer terms than Mr. Thom uses; his 
opinions being as vague and mysterious as the oracles of 
Delphi. 

The Oregon Court is now in circuit; one case of assault 
was decided yesterday, the defendant being cast in 160 dollars 
damages; Mr. Burnett conducted the case for the prosecution 
and his speech, on the occasion, was much admired. 

He is rather a nice man and disposed to pull with us. 

The Chenamus is taking in lumber at Wilsons Mill, and will 
soon sail for the Sandwich Islands, to return with any kind of 
goods that can be picked up there, as well as any that may be 
sent out from the United States. ; 

We are very anxious to hear how the Boundary negotiation 
is progressing, and I hope you will give us all the information 
that can be had on the subject. You are quite aware of our 
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situation here, and of the large amount of property at stake in 
the event of a War. 

You will observe that our Requisition is large, though it is 
made out on the lowest possible scale of Expenditure, the 
principle followed being not so much the real wants of the 
people, as their means of payment. 

A report is current here that you intend to visit this place 
soon by the route of Mexico. We shall be very happy to 
see you indeed, and strive to make you as comfortable as 
possible. 

With best wishes for your health and prosperity 
I remain Dear Sir 
Your very faithfull Servt. 
James Dovuctas 


STATEMENT OF VOYAGES, performed by the Ship- 
ping attached to the Columbia department, since 1842.1 


Barque Cowelitz  Sailed from Woahoo in March 1842, for 
Sitika, with Sir George Simpson, on her 
return, called at Pt, Durham, Stikine & 
Pt. Simpson, embarked the returns, 
collected at these places, and arrived at 
Vancouver 7 June. Sailed for Woahoo on 
the 23rd June, with a cargo of produce, 
retumed. to Vancouver “177 September, 
loaded with the Returns for London & 
produce for Woahoo, and sailed 20 
October. Sailed from London for Sitika 
September 1343, on her return, called at 
Ft. Simpson, & reached Vancouver 6 
June 1844 loaded with wheat for Sitika & 
Supplies for the posts on the Coast, to be 
landed at Ft. Victoria. Sailed 6 August, 
and is not yet returned.? 

1B. 223/b/31, fos. 192-193. 
2 Barclay added in pencil: ““Decr. 5 1845”. 
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Barque Vancouver 


Barque Columbia 
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Arrived at Vancouver from England 14 
April 1842. Sailed 15 May with the 
Outfits for the posts on the Coast, and 
produce for Sitika on board, returned to 
Vancouver with the Returns of Ft. 
Simpson, Ft. McLoughlin & Stikine, 6 
Augt. Sailed for Ft. Langley 16 Augt. 
with some supplies for that place, returned 
to Vancouver 20 Novr. with a cargo of 
Salmon &c. Sailed for Woahoo 25 Novr. 
with produce. From Woahoo she went to 
Calefornia and returned to Vancouver 12 
May 1843, with a full cargo of Wheat & 
Hides. Sailed 10 June, with the Goods, 
for Sitika, brought out by the Barques 
Valleyfield & Columbia, and the Outfits for 
Ft. Simpson and Stikene. Returned to 
Vancouver the latter end of Augt. with the 
returns of Ft. Simpson & Stikene, and 
sailed for London, with the Furs &c. 31st 
October. 

Arrived at Vancouver from England 12 
May 1843. Sailed 6 July, with produce, 
& part of the cargo brought out from 
England by the Diamond for Sitika, as 
likewise sundry supplies for Ft. Langley, 
Ft. Nisqually, Ft. Simpson, Ft. Victoria, 
Steamer Beaver, and Schooner Cadboro, to 
be shipped on board the Cadboro at Neah 
Bay, returned to Vancouver about 25 
Sepr. and sailed for Woahoo 4 December, 
with a cargo of lumber &c., returned to 
Vancouver 1 May 1844, and sailed 23 
May, with a cargo of produce? for the 
Russians at Sitika, and sundries for the 
Coast, to be landed at Ft. Victoria. 


1 Barclay added in the margin in pencil: “and remainder of the Diamond’s 


goods ”’. 


Schooner Cadboro 
1842 Fort Langley Jany. 13 
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Arrived at Vancouver 1 October having 
Called at Ft. Victoria on her return, 
loaded with the Returns for London and 


produce for 
November. 


Arrived 


Fort Nisqually Jany. 29 
Fort Vancouver Mar. 1 
Fort Nisqually May 5 
Fort Langley May 23 
Fort Nisqually June 8 
Fort Victoria June 20 
Fort Nisqually June 28 
Fort Simpson Augt. 3 
Fort Stikene Augt. 12 
Fort Durham Aug. 18 
Fort Stikene Sepr. 3 
Fort Simpson Sepr. 8 
Fort McLoughlin Sepr. 27 
Fort Nisqually Octr. 15 


Fort Vancouver Novr. 18 


1843 Fort Nisqually March 16 


Fort Victoria March 26 
Fort Langley March 29 
Fort McLoughlin April 13 
Fort Simpson April 19 
Fort Stikene April 28 
Fort Durham May 2 
Sitika May 5 
Fort Durham May 13 
Fort Stikene May 18 
Fort Simpson May 22 
Fort McLoughlin May 25 
Fort Victoria June 3 
Fort Nisqually June 27 


Woahoo, and Sailed 13 


Left 

Fort Langley Jany. 18 
Fort Nisqually Feb. 9 
Fort Vancouver April 2 
Fort Nisqually May ro 
Fort Langley May 29 
Fort Nisqually June 14 
Fort Victoria June 25 
Fort Nisqually July 17 
Fort Simpson Augt. 8 
Fort Stikene Augt. 16 
Fort Durham Aug. 26 
Pore mukene.Sepr5 
Fort Simpson Sepr. 15 
Fort McLoughlin Octr. 2 
Fort Nisqually Octr. 20 
Fort Vancouver 

Jany. 28 1843 
Fort Nisqually March 22 
Fort Victoria March 28 
Fort Langley April 3d 
Fort McLoughlin April 15 
Fort Simpson April 27 
Fort Stikene May 1 
Fort Durham May 3 
Sitika May 12 
Fort Durham May 17 
Fort Stikene May 19 
Fort Simpson May 23 
Fort McLoughlin May 26 
Fort Victoria June 24 
Fort Nisqually July 1 
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Arrived 
Fort Victoria July 4 
Neah Bay July 13 
Fort Victoria Augt. 6 
Fort Nisqually Aug. 13 
Fort Langley Sepr. 2 
Fort Victoria Sepr. 17 
Fort Vancouver Octr. 10 
Fort Victoria Decr. 3 
Sitika Feby. 41 
Fort Langley Mar. 20 
Fort Victoria April 2 
Fort Nisqually April 6 
Fort Victoria April 17 
Fort Vancouver May 5 
Neah Bay June 13 
Fort Victoria June 18 
Fort Langley July 10 
Fort Victoria July 19 
Fort Langley Aug. 6 
Fort Victoria Aug. 14 
Fort Nisqually Aug. 22 
Fort Victoria Sepr. I 
Fort Langley Sepr. 22 
Fort Victoria Octr. 8 


Fort Vancouver Novr. 15 


ett 
Fort Victoria July 8 
Neah Bay August 2. 
Fort Victoria August 9 
Fort Nisqually Aug. 21 
Fort Langley Sepr. 9 
Fort Victoria Sepr. 24 
Fort Vancouver Novr. 4 
Fort Victoria Decr. 29 
Sitika Feby. 15 
Fort Langley March 25 
Fort Victoria April § 
Fort Nisqually April 11 
Fort Victoria April 23 
Fort Vancouver May 17 
Neah Bay June 16 
Fort Victoria June 20 
Fort Langley July 16 
Fort Victoria July 26 
Fort Langley Aug. 6 
Fort Victoria Aug. 19 
Fort Nisqually Aug. 27 
Fort Victoria Sepr. 12 
Fort Langley Sepr. 26 
Fort Victoria Octr. 12 


Fort Vancouver 25th November 1844 


1Barclay added in pencil in the margin: “ Diamond’s goods”. 
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(Ay MeCBOUGRIINS WILLAMETTE FALLS 
CLAIM 


Copy of John Kicord’s Proclamation, December 20, 18431 
To the people of Oregon 


FELLow CITIzENsS 

Having been retained professionaly to establish the claim 
of Mr. Alvin F. Waller to the tract of Land on the east bank of 
the Wallamette River, sometimes called the Wallamette Falls 
settlement and sometimes Oregon City, I consider it a duty to 
my Client and to the public to state briefly and concisely, the 
several circumstances of his case, as they exist, in order that his 
motives may not be impugned and his intentions misunderstood 
and misrepresented. 

The public are already aware that my client commenced the 
occupancy of his Farm in the spring of A.D. 1840 when no one 
resided at the Falls, and, that in the course of that summer he 
built his House, moved his family into it, and cleared, and 
fenced a good portion of the Land, from which in the ensuing 
year A.D. 1841 and 1842 he raised successive crops of Corn 
Potatoes and other vegetables usually cultivated by Farmers. 
That he remained thus occupying undisturbed until the month 
of December A.D. 1842 about two years and six months when 
Dr. John McLoughlin caused his Farm to be surveyed for the 
purpose of setting it in subdivisions to American Citizens It 
has since been currently reported and quite generally believed 
that my client had renounced his right in favor of Dr. 
McLoughlin; This I am authorised to contradict having 
perused the Letter written by Mr. Waller, which not only 
contains no renunciation, but on the contrary is replete with 
modest and firm assertions of his right in the premises; 


1B. 223/b/31, fos. 32-34d. See Introduction, p. xlvi. The original of this 
proclamation, in the handwriting of Ricord and signed by him, is in the possession 
of the Oregon Historical Society. It is also printed in F. V. Holman, Dr. Fohz 
McLoughlin the Father of Oregon (Cleveland, Ohio, 1907), pp. 213-18. 
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offering at the same time to relinquish his claim, if the Doctor 
would comply with certain very reasonable and just conditions: 
upon this offer the parties had come to no final conclusion until 
my arrival in the Colony, when Doctor McLoughlin attempted 
to employ me to establish his claim disregarding the rights 
of all other persons which | declined doing. Mr. Waller 
thereupon engaged me to submit the conditions a second time 
to the Doctor for his acceptance or rejection which I did in the 
following words 

1st That your preemptive line be so run as to exclude the 
Island upon which a private Company of Citizens have already 
erected a Grist Mill, conceeding to them so much water as may 
be necessary for the use of said Mill. 

ond That Mr. Waller be secured in the ultimate Title to 
the two City Lots now in his possession, and other lots not 
exceeding in superficial area five acres, to be chosen by him 
from among the unsold Lots of your present survey. 

3rd That the Revd. Mr. Lee on behalf of the Methodist 
Episcopal Mission, be in like manner secured in the Lots 
claimed for the use of said Mission, they consist of Church and 
parsonage Lots and are well known to the public. 

I received a Letter from Dr. McLoughlin dated roth 
November 1843 in answer to mine, in which he declines 
complying with the above conditions, and thus puts an end to 
the offer of my Client to relinquish his right of Preemption. 
Under these circumstances Mr. Waller has now applied to the 
supreme court of the United States which under the constitution 
has original jurisdiction of “all cases in Law and Equity 
arising under Treaties” to grant him a commission for 
perpetuating the testimony of the facts in his case, de Bene esse, 
in order that when ever Congress shall hereafter see fit to 
prescribe by Law the conditions and considerations, he may be 
enabled to demand of the United States a patent, also praying 
the Court to grant him such other relief in the premises as may 
be consonant with Equity and good conscience. 

The Legality of Mr. Wallers claim rest, upon the following 
grounds 

rst He was a Citizen of the United States of full age and 
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possessed of a family when he first came to reside on the 
premises. 

.2nd He built a house upon them and moved his family into 
it, thus becoming in fact and in Law a householder on the 
Mand. 

3rd He cleared, fenced and cultivated a portion of it, during 
two years and six months before he was disturbed in his 
actual possession. 

4th And that he is not at this moment continuing to 
cultivate his Farm is not his fault since it was wrested from 
him. 

The Illegality of Dr. McLoughlin’s claim rests upon the 
following Grounds 

ist He 1s a British subject, owing allegiance to a Foreign 
power and has so continued to be ever since the spring of 
A.D. 1840 for this reason alone he could not acquire 
Preemption to lands in the United States. 

2nd He is the Chief Officer of a Foreign Corporate 
Monopoly For this reason alone he could not acquire 
preemption to Lands in the United States. 

3rd He does not now and never did reside on the Land in 
question but on the contrary he resides and has always 
continued to reside on the North side of the Columbia River, 
the section of country actually in dispute between the two 
Governments, about twenty miles from the Land claimed by 
Mr. Waller and there he is obliged to remain so long as he 
continues to be Chief Factor. 

4th He is not in fact the claimant. The Hudsons Bay 
Company a Foreign Corporation, is in fact the claimant while 
Dr. McLoughlin only lends his name well knowing, that a 
corporation, even though it be an American one, cannot acquire 
a preemption. This is evinced by the employment of men to 
be his agents, and to sell Lots for him, who are at the same time 
partners in, and receiving Dividends and salaries from the 
Company. 

sth The pretension of Dr. McLoughlin arose, if at all 
two years and six months after the actual settlement of Mr. 
Waller and therefore they are in direct violation of the 
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Treaty of A.D. 1827, converting the mutual and joint 
occupancy into an exclusive occupancy of British subjects. 

6th The Treaty of joint occupancy 1827 does not and was 
never intended on the part of the United States to confer any 
right of Citizenship upon foreigners, The power to confer such 
rights is by the constitution, reserved to congress and the right 
to acquire title by preemption is peculiar to Citizens. 

These fellow Citizens are the facts and some of the points of 
Law in my Clients case upon the same principle contended for 
by Dr. McLoughlin any of you may incur the risk of being 
ousted from your Farms in this Colony by the next rich 
Foreigner who chooses to take a fancy to so do, unless in the 
first instance you come unanimously forward and resist these 
usurpations. It is not my Clients intention to wrong any who 
have purchased Lots of the Doctor; and to guard against the 
injury which might result to individuals in this respect I have 
carefully drawn up the form of a Bond for a warranted deed, 
which Mr. Waller is at all times ready without any further 
consideration to execute to any person who has in good faith 
bought of the Doctor prior to the date of this notice, by being 
applied to at his residence Mr. Waller does not require one 
cent of money to be paid to him as a consideration for his 
Bonds, the trouble, expense, and outlays they have already 
incurred with the desire to save all such persons harmless from 
pecuniary loss is a good and sufficient consideration in Law to 
bind him in the proposed penalty of 1 thousand Dollars see 
Comyns digest B. 

Lam of opinion that Mr. Waller has rights in the premises, 
which neither Dr. McLoughlin nor even Congress, by any 
retrospective Legislation can take away from him, and 
therefore fellow Citizens in sincere friendship, I would counsel 
you to loose no time in applying to him for your new Bonds. 

(Sigd.) Joun Recorp 
counsellor in the supreme 
court of the United States 
& attorney for Alvin F. Waller 


Dated 20th December 1843 
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John McLoughlin’s Statement ! 
Vancouver Ist March 1844 


In 1829 I set about building a Saw Mill at the falls of the 
Wallamette, and had a party residing there the whole winter, 
they built three Log Houses & prepared the wood for a Saw 
Mill, but it not suiting my purpose to erect it then, I dropped 
it for the time, and in the Spring of 1830 had potatoes planted 
there. In 1832 I had the Mill race blasted, and in the Spring 
of 1838 I got all the squared timber hauled to the spot, and a 
small building erected to serve as a house & store to replace the 
houses which had been built in 1829 and afterwards destroyed 
by Indians. 

In 1840 the Revd. Jason Lee applied to me for some of the 
squared wood I had at the Falls, to build for the Mission and 
which he would return when required; to this request I agreed 
and at the same time sent Dr. Tolmie to point out to him how 
much I wanted to reserve for my Mill Yard &c. and to show 
him where he might build and wrote Mr. Lee the following 
Letter. 


To The Revd. Jason Lee Vancouver 21st Fuly 1840 


Dear Sir, 

Yesterday I was informed that You intend to establish a 
Mission at the Falls of the Wallamette I beg to inform You 
that in 1830, as is well known to most of the old Settlers in the 
Wallamette, I took possession of the side of the Falls on which 
I got a Mill race blasted, from the upper end of the Falls across 
to the Clackamas River and down to where the Clackamas falls 
into the Wallamette including the whole point of land and the 
small Island in the Falls on which the portage is made and 
which I intend to claim when the boundary line is drawn. 

Though I intend to send our Ship Vancouver to Caletornia, 
still I cannot speak decidedly till she arrives however I am of 
opinion we will send a vessel to Calefornia certainly this Fall & 


1B. 223/b/31, fos. 2-14. This statement is in a clerk’s writing. 
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when one goes it will afford me great pleasure to accomodate 
Mr. Crate with a passage on the same terms as those paid p. 
Lausanne from this to Calefornia. 
I am dear Sir 
Yours truly 
(Sd.) Joun McLoucutin 


Private P.S. Of course this is not to prevent Your building 
the Store, as my object is merely to establish my claim. 
(Sd.) Joun McLoucutin 


Mr. Lee proceeded to erect a building with the wood I lent 
him and divided the building into two apartments one end for 
a dwelling House and the other for a store, in the former of 
which Mr. Waller resides at present. 

In 1841 Mr. Felix Heatherway had some timber on the 
Island to build as I thought at the time for a Milling Company 
that had been formed in the Wallamette but I since learned it 
was for himself, however I gave him formal notice of my claim 
and erected a small.house on the Island he desisted for a time 
but afterwards proceeded with the building. 

When at the Falls on this business conversing with the Revd. 
Mr. Waller on the subject of Mr. Heatherways jumping my 
Claim, he asked me if I had any other claim, I told him that I 
had no other, that the Falls was the only place I claimed in the 
Country, have you no claim? says Mr. Waller, “at the 
Clackamas’. I answered that I had not; ‘‘ Well’, said Mr. 
Waller ‘‘ my claim is at the Clackamas ”’. 

In the Fall of 1842 I heard a rumour that Mr. Waller was 
starting pretensions in opposition to my claim at the Falls and 
the Revd. Mr. Lee happening to call here I spoke to him on 
the subject to which Mr. Lee replied that he had heard such a 
report and that he had spoken to the Revd. Mr. Waller on the 
subject, and that the latter told him (Mr. Lee) that he scump 
no such claim. 

Some days after this I think in November 1842, Mr. 
Stephen Meek applied to me fora building Lot: I told him to 
select a Lot and I would go there in a few days to give him 
possession of it: he accordingly went to the Falls but returned 
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in a few days to tell me that Mr. Waller had opposed his 
making a selection & had told him that he was much obliged 
to me for giving away Lots in his Claim, that he could do so 
himself, on which I wrote the following Letter to Mr. Lee. 


Fort Vancouver 18h Novr. ’42 
The Revd. Jason Lee 
Superintt. of the M. Mission 
Oregon 


Dear Sir, 

When [| had the pleasure of seeing you last, I mentioned 
to you that I had been informed that the Revd. Mr. Waller of 
your Mission now stationed at the Falls of the Wallamette 
claimed the land I claim at that place, to which I understood 
you to reply that you had heard such a report & that you had 
spoken to the Revd. Mr. Waller and that he had told you he 
put no claim; Will you do me the favor to let me know if I 
understand you correctly or not, as Mr. Meek to whom I had 
given a building Lot came to me today and informed me that 
Mr. Waller had ordered him not to build there as he claimed a 
mile square at that place. 

lam Kevd: Sir 
Your obedt. humble Servant 


(Sd.) Joun McLovcutiin 


and received the following Letter: 


Wallamette 28th Novemr. 1842 
My pear Sir, 

Yours of the 18th Inst. came safe to hand, and I now 
embrace the earliest opportunity to send you a reply, I said to 
you that I had conversed with Mr. Waller on the subject of 
Claims at the Falls, and that I understood him to say that he set 
up no claims in opposition to yours, but if Your claim failed and 
the Mission did not put in a claim he considered that he had a 
better right than ay other man and should secure a title to the 
land if he could; from what I have since heard I am inclined to 
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think I did not understand Mr. Waller correctly but I am not 
certain it is so, You will here allow me to say that a Citizen of 
the United States by becoming a Missionary does not renounce 
any civil or political right, I cannot contradict any man in these 
matters tho’ I had not the most distant idea when I stationed 
Mr. Waller there that he would set up a private claim to the 
Land. 

As I am inclined to think I misunderstood Mr. Waller 
before, I can say nothing further on that point but as Mr. 
Waller acts entirely on his own private responsibility in this 
matter I would beg leave respectfully to suggest the propriety 
of an understanding being had between yourself & Mr. Waller 
on this subject. 

I presume he can have no objection to state to you distinctly 
his claim (if he has any) if you desire him to do so, and I can 
but hope that a mutual understanding will produce mutual 
satisfaction. 

Please allow me to trouble you to say to Mr. McTavish that 
Mr. Bishops Draft in my favor came safe to hand. 

[am 
Dear Sir 
Yours truly 


To John McLoughlin Esqre. Soeidns LEE 
C.F. H.B. Company “CIVIL. 


When I received the above Letter I was at the Falls and had 
seen the Revd. Mr. Waller with whom I had a conversation on 
the subject of his pretentions to my claim, in which he told me 
that he set up no counter Claim to mine but that he would 
assert his right in the event of my claim being withdrawn. He 
stated a wish that I would let him keep the land he had cleared 
and allow those to whom he had given Lots to retain them to 
which I consented as I considered that his & their residence 
was beneficial to the place, provided he ceded to me an equal 
extent out of his claim adjoining mine to which I agreed. 

Two days after I employed Mr. Hudspeth to survey and 
mark the boundaries of my claim after which he proceeded to 
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measure what Mr. Waller had cleared and fenced upon it and 
as we were going to measure the same extent out of his which 
he was to make over to me in exchange of the Lots I had 
consented to his holding on my claim, Mr. Waller suddenly 
stopped & said “I will keep mine, keep you yours ’’, I hope 
you will give me a lot as to the others meaning as | had done to 
those to whom he had promised Lots I told him I would but 
Mr. Hastings gave him two in the same way as to the others & 
though Mr. Waller was informed in time to apply for his deed, 
he did not and retains forcible possession to this day, but to 
return to the subject. Surprised at this unexpected change of 
purpose I stopped & looked at him when he repeated “ do you 
keep yours I will keep mine’. I gave a call to Mr. Hasting 
& Mr. Hudspeth and I believe Mr. Pomeroy was there also 
when Mr. Waller repeated the same words before these 
Gentlemen (See Messrs. Hastings and Hudspeths Statements.) 

The next day as I was embarking in my Canoe to leave the 
Falls, Mr. Waller came to me to renew the bargain and 
exchange but I refused him; he came a second & third time 
when I referred him to my Agent Mr. Hastings who was 
instructed to accept or decline the proposal as he thought best 
in the case. Mr. Hastings did not accept the exchange, but 
agreed to pay Mr. Waller for the land he had cleared on the 
west side or middle or main Street: He accordingly paid him 
twenty five dollars by an order on me & | was surprised last 
Summer to learn that Mr. Waller had put in a further claim 
for clearance on the east side of the Road for which he 
demanded 100 dollars and I agreed to pay the Sum, but the 
Revd. Mr. Lee acting in behalf of Mr. Waller would only 
accept of 50 dollars for which I now hold his receipt. 

In the Summer of 1843 when Mr. Record passed here, he 
mentioned that as I was a British Subject I could not hold the 
Falls of the Wallamette, as this was the first time I heard this 
objection stated & hearing he was a Lawyer I offered him a fee 
& asked him if he could point out a way by which I could hold 
the claim at the Falls: he declined to give an opinion but a few 
days after he and Mr. Lee came here and Mr. Record handed 
me the following Letter: 
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John McLoughlin Esqre. [November 2, 1843] 
C.F. H.B. Company 


SER 

In reply to Your proposal for retaining me professionally 
to establish Your Claim on the Wallamette known as Oregon 
City I have the honor to inform You that my original design 
was to have merely passed through the Territory to the 
Sandwich Islands with as little delay as possible, but since the 
opportunity is thus presented for benefitting myself and others 
in a matter of considerable importance, I shall be most happy 
to serve You on the following conditions that your preemption 
line be so run as to exclude the Island upon which a private 
Company of Citizens have erected a Grist Mull, conceding to 
them as much water as may be necessary for the use of said 
Mill. 

That the Revd. D. F. Waller be secured in the ultimate title 
to the two City Lots now in his possession and other Lots not 
exceeding five acres to be chosen by him from among unsold 
Lots of Your present survey. 

The Revd. Jason Lee on behalf of the M.E.Mission be also 
in like manner secured in regard to certain Lots in Oregon 
City. 

For my services in attempting to establish Your preemption 
to the land in question the sum of £300 Sterling Money. 

The three first mentioned conditions are induced by a wish 
to escape the censure of several personal Friends in this 
Country, to deminish at the same time as much as possible the 
opposition which I am convinced will be made to your claim 
and to secure in your behalf the valuable testimony of some 
important witnesses, as to the last my own Services will I trust 
imply such an amount of labour as to render it satisfactory to 
you. 

I would desire not to make public the fact of my retainer lest 
any person unfriendly to your claim should in the mean time 
endeavour to counteract my efforts, conciliation ought to be 
observed towards those who heretofore pretended to hold 
adverse possession of the same tract and such a course as to 
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entice the good wishes and feelings of the Wallamette Citizens 
generally; To this end I would recommend the appointment 
as Your agent of some one not directly connected with the H.B. 
Company. 

In case of retainer my labour will be confined to the 
reduction of all such testimony as can be had on the support of 
your claims, to drafting a caveat with a written argument in its 
support, founded upon the treaties of amity, commercial & 
joint occupation and upon the general Laws for the 
naturalization of Foreigners and a letter of advice to you upon 
the views to be taken of your claim and the course most 
advisable to be followed by You in regard to all. 

By such measures I have entire confidence in the final result 
of Your cause 

I have the honor to be 
Your obedt. Servant 
(Sd.) Joun Recorp 


These Terms of Mr. Records appear to propose an amicable 
arrangement when all the sacrifices were to be made by me, 
however I requested time to consider, and asked ten days 
which was allowed & at the expiration of that time I wrote him 
the following Letter: 


John Record Esqre. | Vancouver 10th November 1843 


Dear Sir, 

I have delayed answering Yours of the 2nd Instant to the 
present time in expectation that our express would arrive and 
afford me an opportunity of visiting you at Oregon City and of 
discussing the points to which I object as though most anxious 
to do every thing I can to promote a good feeling among the 
members of our little community, still the desire ought to be 
mutual, but in the Document you gave me the concessions are 
all to be on my side and some of those are perfectly inadmissable 
as they are out of my power, for instance how can I dispossess 
Mr. Meek of his Lots? but before proceeding further it is 
necessary for me to know if I am to consider you as my legal 
adviser or not, as in the event of my not coming to terms with 


. 
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those gentlemen, I wish to know how you & I will be placed, 
and to be candid with You I do not see how I can do myself 
the pleasure to accept of Your Services on the conditions 
proposed. 
I am dear Sir 
Your obt. humble Servant 
(Sd.) Joun McLovucutin 


To this I received the following reply 


John McLoughlin Esq. Oregon City 17¢h Novr. 1843 
C.F. H.B. Company 


SIR, 

I am sincerely sorry to learn through Your favor of the 
roth Inst. that I am precluded from serving You honourably 
in the matter of Your claim, that is that You decline to comply 
with the only proposal under which I could with respect to my 
friends at the Falls hope to make good Your title. The 
Conditions in my communication of the 2nd inst. were 
intended to remove all semblance of impropriety on my part 
and at the same time to benefit your claim by removing all 
opposition on the part of any person in this Country while 
on the contrary You would find in Your friendly opponent a 
friend & cooperator, I do yet hope that an interview with Mr. 
Waller will enable you to accomodate Matters that 1 may 
render you the Services proposed. 

But if this cannot be, | shall then have nothing to detain me 
longer in Oregon and with your consent should like to pursue 
my intended voyage to the Sandwich Islands by the first 
opportunity. will you therefore be pleased to inform me 
whether I can obtain a passage on board Your next vessel 
about to sail & if so how soon. 

You enquire whether or not you are to consider me as your 
Legal Adviser, I steadily declined to become such while at 
Vancouver, except upon the conditions presented in my Letter, 
and I hope now that my inability to become your adviser under 
these Circumstances will not occasion in Your mind a distrust 
of my motive. 
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That I design so soon to leave the Country is in part the 
result of my not being retained in your case a circumstance 
which must necessarily have detained me till Spring, I assure 
you Sir that my feelings towards You are in noway changed & 
I still as at first continue to be 

Your humble friend & 
obedt. Servant 
(Sd.) Joun Recorp 


Messrs. Lee & Record passed here on their way to embark 
on board the Columbia and according to invitation held out 
by Mr. Record I made the following offer: To allow the 
Methodist Mission 


2 Lots for a Church 

2 ,, fora house for Clergyman 
he, Tora Choo! 

2 ,, for a Schoolmaster 


‘These Lots to be taken out of the unconceded Lots in Blocks 
between Streets No. 8 & 13 and they will restore me the Lots 
1.2.3.4.5.6.7.8. in Blocks No. 29 and 4 & 5 in Blocks No. 28 
as to the house occupied by Mr. Abernethy I will appoint two 
arbitrators, the Mission will appoint two, these will nominate 
a fifth and I will pay what these Arbitrators state the Building 
is worth, I will allow the Mission one Lot on which their 
Store is built, 1 Lot on which is the house Mr. Waller lives in, 
and if the Mission is withdrawn or gives up keeping a Store 
in either case the Lots to revert to me and I will pay for the 
improvements: or if they will give them up now I will pay now 
for the improvements and give them two Lots in their place 
alongside of the School & Church. It must be understood in 
- making the estimation that Mr. Wallers House was built with 
my timber. 

The Milling Company to go on as they have done, and when 
the boundary 1s settled, if government admits my claim, I will 
appoint two Arbitrators, the Milling Company will appoint 
two, these four will nominate a fifth, these five will estimate 
the value of the Work done by the Milling Company on the 
Island and the value of the place they occupy, and it will be 
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optional for me to take their Buildings and pay the value of the 
buildings or to give over to them my claim and they be bound 
to pay the estimated value put upon it by the arbitrators. 

My reason for wishing to get the Lots LQ tcAchiO27.0 gam 
Blocks No. 29 & 4 and 5 in Blocks No. 28 is that | want them 
for my Establishment. 

| handed these Terms to Mr. Record and subsequently Mr. 
Lee, and verbally stated to Mr. Lee that | did not see that Mr. 
Waller had any claims upon me but if they could show me that 
he had any I would willingly admit them, as I did not wish to 
have his or any other mans Services for nothing; that I was 
anxious that mutual good will should exist in our little 
community, and they both appeared to express to me that they 
considered the terms fair and liberal, & seemed to regret that 
they had no power to treat for Mr. Waller for whom Mr. Lee 
seemed to interest himself much and requested me to call on 
Mr. Waller which I promised to do and have since done; Mr. 
Lee inquired if I intended to take any measures to repossess 
the Mission lots before his return from the United States, I 
assured him that I entertained no such design, and would take 
no steps towards that object that would give any trouble This 
expression of my intentions appeared to afford him much 
satisfaction, notwithstanding what passed of our last interview 
herein given given: I am surprised now to discover that three 
days that three days [sic] before that time Mr. Record had 
penned a caveat against me, which Mr. Lee Lee must have 
known and which was to be left to be delivered to me by their 
friends after their departure from the River and is as follows 
and which was delivered to me only on the 22nd Feb’y. 1844. 


John McLoughlin Esqre. [December 8, 1843] 
C.F. H.B. Company 


SIR, 

You will please to take notice that my Client Mr. A. F. 
Waller has taken formal measures at Washington to 
substantiate his claim as a preemptor and actual Settler upon 
the tract of Land sometimes called the wallamette Falls 
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Settlement, and sometimes Oregon City comprising six 
hundred and forty acres, and being aware that although a 
foreigner you claim to exercise acts of ownership over said 
Lands, this notice is given to apprise you that all Sales you may 
make of Lots or other Subdivisions of said Farm after the 
receipt hereof will be regarded by my client and by the 
Government as absolutely fraudulent, and will be made at 
your peril. 

The grounds upon which my client claims exclusive rights 
under the Laws of the United States of acquiring a patent for 
said, (and,are: 

fet. As a Citizen. of the Tee States 1840 when he first 
took possession of the same and 

and Prior Occupancy, building, fencing and clearing of 
said Land from which he has never moved his actual domicile. 

The Grounds on which he denies your pretended claims to 
the right under the Laws of the United States of acquiring a 
patent to the said tract of Land are 

ist That you are an Alien owing allegiance to a foreign 
Government and therefore you are not eligible to such a claim. 

2nd That you are the Chief Officer of a Foreign Corporate 
Monopoly and that would be sufficient of itself to debar you of 
any such rights. 

3rd That you have never resided upon the Land alluded to 
since the month of December A.D..1840 when you first openly 
laid claim to the same, but that on the contrary you have always 
resided and still reside at Vancouver on the North bank of the 
Columbia within the Territory actually in dispute between the 
two Governments at least twenty miles from his land and that 
upon no principal than that of omnipresence could you be 
supposed to settle therein. 

4th That while you pretend to hold said land for yourself, 
you in fact hold the same for a Foreign Corporate Monopoly, 
evinced by the employment of their Agents and partners as 
your pretended Agent, and as no Corporation in the United 
States can acquire land by preemption so most assuredly a 
foreign one can not and 

sth That your claim arose if at all more than two years 

Oo 
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subsequently to his actual possession, building, fencing, 
clearing and cultivation and that therefore all other reasons 
aside it cannot be so good. 

I regret extremely the failure of my endeavour to make an 
amicable compromise of this matter between you & that my 
client had been driven to the vexatious proceedings of the Law 
in order to establish his rights as an American Citizen, 

I am very respectfully 
Your obedient Servant 
(Sd.) Joun Recorp 
of Council. Sup. Court U.S. & 
Attorney for A. F. Waller 


Notes on Mr. Records Letter 
8th December 1843. 


Mr. Waller first founds his claim on being actually a Citizen 
of the united States. 

That ground would hold good when no preemption claim 
existed but gives no right so far as I am informed, to commit 
an injustice by invading the rights of others, even though those 
parties should not be natural born American Citizens. Even 
Mr. Linn’s Bill has no clause excluding Foreigners of any | 
nation from becoming Citizens of Oregon, but states that every 
white male inhabitant shall be allowed to possess 640 Acres of 
land In regard to his taking possession of it in 1840 I am 
astonished that the Gentleman should say so, he was and is a 
Servant of the M.E.Mission, earning their money and placed 
there for their Service by the Superintendant the Revd. Jason 
Lee, who writes me in his Letter of 28th Novr. ’42 “ I had not 
the most distant idea when I placed Mr. Waller there that he 
would set up a private claim to the Land ”’. 

2nd As to the prior occupancy building, I have already 
stated I got houses built on it in 1829/30, and wood prepared 
for a mill but the Indians burnt the Houses & timber & in 
1838 Mr. Douglas got a small house built for me, which 


APPENDIX A LAG 


house and wood were there in 1840 when Mr. Waller went 
there, and part of this wood was lent to Mr. Lee, to build the 
house in which Mr. Waller resided & has resided since he is 
at the Falls. Mr. Waller only came to the Country in 1840, 
but Mr. Lee must recollect that prior to 1838 I told him I was 
inclined to give up my claim at the Falls to Thomas McKay 
and let him erect his Mill there. 

3d I am not claiming the Land for the Hudsons Bay 
Company but for myself; as to my employing the H.B. 
Company’s Servants the H.B. Company’s Books as well as my 
account will show who pays them. The Methodist Mission 
have Servants of the H.B. Company’s whom I transferred to 
them; though these men were under engagements to the 
H.B. Company; surely I have the same right to do for myself 
what I did for them. , 

4th Your claim arose, if at all more than two years 
subsequently to his actual possession. 

The preceding narrative will show that in 1841 the Revd. 
Mr. Waller himself acknowledged to me that he had his claim 
at the Clackamas “ Yes’ said he “ but Mr. Lee has taken it 
for the Mission’. If so it must be because he is a Servant of 
this Mission, If he is a servant of the Mission, and if the 
Buildings and clearance belong to the Mission, and have been 
made at the expense of that Body how can he claim in his own 
right or call it a private undertaking. There are many people 
here who can swear that since 1829/30 I have repeatedly 
spoken to them of the Falls of the Wallamette as being my 
elaim: 

But the best answer I can make Mr. Record is the preceding 
Narrative & Copy of Letters. 

> (Sd.) Joun McLovucuirn 


I might here add that in Summer 1843 speaking to Mr. 
Lee, I told him I was surprised that most of the members of his 
Mission to whom I had spoken denied ever having heard that 
I claimed the Island on which the Milling Company erected a 
Mill before they began to build “ They cannot do that” 
fenitca NMr-Lee “| told them of it before they began 
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operations at their first or second meeting” and the only 
meeting he said he attended. 

On the 2nd October 1843, at our table Mr. Parish said he 
never heard it till they began operations, when Mr. lee 
observed to him in my presence “I attended your first or 
second meeting & it is the only meeting | attended and told 
you that Dr. McLoughlin claimed the Island ”’. 


Francis Ermatinger Esqre. Vancouver, 24th Feb’y. 1844 


Dear SIR, 

I this moment received the Copy of Mr. Records address 
to the Citizens of Oregon, and you will see I have answered his 
Statement in the accompanying Document, a measure I was 
induced to do in consequence of the receipt of his Letter of 8th 
December 1843 by the hands of Messrs. Geiger and Rob, on 
the 22nd Instant 24 months after date, but I observed a new 
statement in the address Mr. Record writes. “It has since 
been currently reported and quite generally believed that my 
Client has renounced his right in favor of Dr. McLoughlin: 
that I am authorized to contradict, having perused the Letter 
written by Mr. Waller which not only contains no renunciation 
but on the contrary is replete with modest and firm assertions 
of his rights in the premises, offering at the same time to 
relinquish his claim if the Doctor will comply with certain very 
reasonable and just conditions; upon this offer the parties have 
come to no final conclusion until my arrival in the Colony.” 

I do not understand what Mr. Record means, I never 
received a letter from Mr. Waller on the point in dispute 
between him & me, and I wish much Mr. Waller would show 
me a Copy of the Letters to which Mr. Waller alludes as 
the first proposal in writing I received was Mr. Records Letter 
of 2nd November 1843, but in the statement he makes of this 
Letter I see he omits a very important part the demand of 
£300 for himself to recompense him for making good my 
claim. 

Mr. Record writes ‘‘ when Dr. McLoughlin attempted to 
employ me to establish his claim disregarding the rights of all 
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other persons’. I happened to hear Mr. Record state in my 
presence that no British Subject could hold Lands by 
preemptive right in this Country. As this was the first time I 
heard such an opinion I was surprised, and the day after 
offered him a fee, and wished to consult him about my case, 
and how I should proceed to substantiate my claim to the Falls, 
he declined accepting the fee and giving an opinion in general 
terms that my claim might be made good: by which it seemed 
to me he was already engaged to oppose me, but a few days 
after he came and wrote he had entire confidence in the final 
results of my case provided I gave up to the Milling Company 
the Island five acres such as he would select to Mr. Waller, the 
Lots the Methodist Mission claimed and £300 Sterling to 
himself to make good my claim, considering this exorbitant to 
say the least of it I declined the proposal I had in writing. 

But how Mr. Record could write, ‘‘ These fellow Citizens 
are the facts and some of the points of Law in my Clients case 
upon the same principle contended for by Dr. McLoughlin 
any of you may incur the risk of being ousted from your farms 
in the Colony by the next rich foreigner who chooses to take a 
fancy so to do, unless in the 1st instance you come unanimously 
forward and resist these usurpations ”’. 

When have I attempted to impose on any one or to usurp 
any ones farm had I not a house built and timber Squared 
besides on the place for House & Store, a mill race blasted 
several Years before Mr. Waller left the States to come here, 
did not Mr. Lee ask for Some of the Squared wood of me to 
build the house Mr. Waller now resides in for the Mission 
and Mr. Waller a Servant of the Mission calls it his domicile; 
how can it be his domicile? Mr. Waller says he cultivated 
ground Yes he did so but it was ground he had cleared and 
allowed him to cultivate and told him he might do so till I 
cequired it. 

As to the points of Law I am not competent to pass an 
opinion but as to the facts this statement will show how they 
are. 

But this address calls on the people to resist my aggression 
let the people judge if I am not the agrieved party I am the 
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first who attempted to cultivate and to introduce Civilization 
into the Country & I am certain every one will admit that I 
have done my utmost to assist new beginners who required 
help, & now I am the first whose rights are invaded & that by 


Missionaries who came here expressly for the purpose of 


teaching the religion of Christ, which proclaims peace and 
good will to men. For the sake of that religion whose 
ministers we are in duty bound to respect, I am sorry to state 
that the first violation of the rights of another in this Country 
is committed by a Minister of the Gospel who are commanded 
to teach “‘ thou shalt not covet thy neighbours house nor his ass 
nor any thing that is his”. Let the community judge if this 


command in this instance 1s obeyed. 


John McLoughlin’s Statement continued 4 


Affairs remained in this state till april last wen conversing 
with Dr. White, (I do not recollect how the subject came 
forward or which of us spoke of it first) but merely that as I 
was about to finish my dispatches to my friend, I mentioned 
that I would be happy to have the difference between Mr. 
Waller & the Methodist Mission on the one part & myself on 
the other settled; & Dr. White observed “ I am going up to 
the falls, I will take Mr. Gilpin with me and we will converse 
with Mr. Waller on the subject”. ‘‘ Well”, said I, “ Il am 
going to the Falls after tomorrow & we will meet there”, 
which I did, saw Dr. White at the Falls, to whom I mentioned 
I was of opinion the best way to decide the business would be 
to leave the affair to arbitration, & that he & Mr. Gilpin would 
oblige me by acting for me; but on the morrow Dr. White 
came to me and told me Mr. Waller would make no 
arrangement. A few hours after as I left the place with Mr. 
Gilpin, who returned with me to Vancouver a [sic] told me 
that Mr. Waller told him to tell me he would come to Fort 
Vancouver with Mr. Leslie and would see if we could settle. 
They came after they had had a good deal of discussion with 

1B. 223/b/31, fos. 20-234. This statement is in a clerk’s writing. Cf. 
Holman, Dr. Fohn McLoughlin, pp. 224-8. 
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my arbitrators Messrs. Douglas, White, & Gilpin I consented 
to give five acres & five hundred dollars to Mr. Waller, and 14 
Lots to the Methodist Mission. I say I consented because 
two of my Arbitrators Messrs. White & Gilpin were opposed 
to it, and Mr. Douglas brought them to agree to these terms, 
merely, I am fully convinced on my account, as seeing me much 
annoyed with this constant jarring, he thought it better for me 
to have it settled and done with, which he told me himself, 
as on these Gentlemen stating the terms, I found them so 
exorbitant I said, “‘ Gentlemen you have bound me”. “ No, 
No,”’ says Mr. Gilpin, ‘‘ Well” said I “ Mr. James (alluding to 
Mr. Douglas) this is your doings” ‘‘ Yes”, says he, ‘I think 
for your sake, it is better to give you one good fever and have 
done with it’”’. I acceded to the terms & signed the papers. 
The Revd. Mr. Garry arrived in the month of June 1844, 
and a short time after his arrival he began to sell the mission 
property. On the 13th July he called on me at the Falls in 
Company with the Revd. Messrs. Perkins Leslie & Hines and 
after exchanging a few words he offered to sell me the Lots in 
Oregon City now occupied by the Methodist Mission & told 
me that he made me the first offer & wished to know what I 
would give for them. I replied that I let the Methodist 
Mission have them in the first instance to accomodate them in 
their operations, and that it ought to be taken into consideration 
how had been obliged to give them up last Spring, and at the 
same time when I did so, that I expressed a hope that as these 
Lots were very necessary to me and that I could give others 
more suitable for Missionary operations, that I hoped they 
would exchange them, which Mr. Leslie said he could not do, 
but he presumed there could be no objection when Mr. Lee 
came, & I observed to Mr. Gary that I was still willing to give 
other Lots for them but Mr. Gary would not accede to this 
exchange because they were dissolving the mission. I then 
observed, in this case the fairest way would be for the mission 
to return me my Lots & I would pay them for their 
improvements. Mr. Gary replied, “I consider the lots as 
Missionery property, & that others wanted to purchase them, 
but that he thought it due to me to make me the first offer ”’. 


216 APPENDIX A 


I replied that considering how I gave them up, his making a 
first offer to me was only doing what he owed to himself, but as 
I wanted them for my operations, since he would make no 
exchange I would wish to know what he demanded for the 
Lots. He replied he would inform me on monday—this was 
on Saturday. On Monday I received the following Letter 


Wallamette Falls 15th Fuly 1844 
To John McLoughlin Esqre. 


SIR, 

The following is the valuation we put upon the property 
of the Missionery Board of the M.E. Church in this place. 
We deem it proper to present the Bill of Items that you may 
more fully understand the grounds of our Estimate 


1 Warehouse $ 1,300.00 
1 white Dwelling House 2,200.00 
Outhouses & fencing 200.00 
Old House & do. 100.00 
4 Warehouse Lots 800.00 
8 Lots in connexion with 
Dwelling House 1.400.000 
$ 6.000.00 


The Two Lots occupied by the Church are not included in the 
above Bill. If you should conclude to purchase the above 
named property you will do it with the understanding that we 
reserve the occupancy of the Warehouse untill the first of 
June 1845, the house in which Mr. Abernethy resides until 
August 1845 and all the fruit trees on the premises to be 
moved in the Fall of 1844 or Spring of 1845 and the Garden 
vegetables now growing. 

If you see fit to accept of this proposition, please inform us 
the earliest opportunity, as we cannot consider ourselves 
pledged longer than a day or two. 

Yours &c. 
(Sd.) Grorce Gary, 
Superintendant of Oregon Mission. 


a ee 
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P.S. Terms of payment as follows, viz. The Doctor is to pay 
what may be due the Hudsons Bay Company next Fall, 
remainder in ten years with interest annually at six per Cent 
Interest, to commence next June. 
(Sd.) G. Gary 
Accepted (Sd.) Joun McLoucuuin 


I observed to Mr. Gary that I considered the valuation 
enormously high, considering the manner I had given up these 
lots & certainly I wanted these lots to carry on my business, 
and taking every point into consideration, I would propose to 
leave it to be arbitrated by people in the Country, or even refer 
it to the decision of the Methodist Board in New York. Mr. 
Gary would not agree to the first nor to the second, saying this 
last was too remote. Seeing he would not agree to either, and 
as I wanted the Lots for my Business I had to consent to pay 
the price demanded & be it remembered that the $ 100 
Dollars they charge me for the old House, that the said House 
is built with wood I lent the Mission in 1840 & which they 
have not as yet returned. 

During the discussion, I observed to Mr. Gary, that I 
conceived he took a mistaken view of the case, that he viewed 
as he told me the way in which I let the Mission have those 
Lots as a business Transaction, in which light I could not 
consider it, and that I was of opinion the M.E. Board would 
agree with me. A little while after I had signed “ accepted ” 
Mr. Gary observed that he had made no promise, but he would 
state my remark to the M.E. Board and let me know their 
answer. 

To sum up the affair, I selected a place in 1829, got a mill 
race blasted, four houses built, and wood squared for a Saw 
Mall & Store but in 1840 there was only one House remaining 
and a quantity of squared timber. In this Year the Revd. Mr. 
Jason Lee the Superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal 
Mission in Oregon asked for some of the timber to build a 
Store to shelter their supplies and a house to lodge a 
Missionery, which I let him have; and stated in writing to 
Mr. Lee (as seen by my Letter of 21st July 1840) that I 
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considered that place as my claim, Yet the Revd. Mr. Waller 
whom the Revd. Mr. Lee placed there as a Missionery in 1840, 
set up a claim in 1842 in opposition to mine, and Mr. Lee 
demanded 14 Lots for the Methodist Mission, and to debarass 
myself, as I do not wish to give trouble to Government, | 
acceded to their demand in the expectation that as the 14 Lots 
are not situated in a suitable place for a Mission, that when 
Mr. Lee comes they will be changed, but the Mission 1s 
dissolved and these Lots which were given merely for 
Missionary Accomodation, instead of being returned to me, as 
in my opinion they ought, since not required for the purpose 
for which they were claimed & given; I had to purchase them 
at an enormous amount and this is the treatment I received 
from the Methodist Mission in Oregon, persons whom I did 
my utmost to oblige & assist, and which I did because I thought 
they came to teach “thou shalt not covet they neighbours 
house nor his ox nor any thing that is his”, and that of course 
they would practise the doctrine they taught. 

But the Methodist Mission since 1841 have acted with 
persevering hostility towards me. In that year they formed a 
Company to erect a Grist & Flour Mill on an Island in the | 
Falls about 24 Acres in extent, over which in high water the 
water flows, and in low water it is seperated from the main land 
by a channel which in the Summer can easily be dammed and 
is then only about 40 feet wide. Above three quarters of the 
stock of this milling Company belongs to the Clerical and Civil 
Members of the Mission, but to disguise from the public its 
being a Mission mill, they allowed the remainder of the Stock 
to the settlers, and call it a public Mill for the accomodation of 
the public: if such had been their object, they would have 
erected it in the Wallamette among the Settlers, who were in 
great want of a flour & Saw Mill. But their object was to 
deprive me of my Claim which I stated in mine of 21st July 
1840 to the Revd. Jason Lee, but they say it cannot be part of 
my claim, ought not the missioneries who were all well 
acquainted with me as neighbours to have stated this to me 
before beginning to work on it, and try to convince me of my 
error—but the reverse. Instead of acting so, as I stated, they 
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formed a Company to dispossess me of my claim and the Revd. 
Mr. Waller in a Letter dated Wallamette Falls 6th April 1842 
and published in the Christian Advocate of December 1842, and 
repeated in the Senate of the United States by Mr. Linn in 
January 1843 refers to the disputes which have already 
occurred between the Hudsons Bay Company and the recent 
American Settlers “‘ the Company claiming under the right of 
preemption some of the Choisest spots now occupied by 
American Settlers’. The only spot about which we had any 
difficulty is the Falls. It is clear I improved upon it eleven 
Years before the Mission came, that at the time they went on 
it in 1840, I stated in a Letter dated 21st July to the Revd. 
Jason Lee that I claimed it in my right, that 1 had a house on it 
& squared timber besides, out of which I lent enough to build 
a house & store for the Mission and after being 18 months in 
the place, Mr. Waller then sets up a claim in opposition to 
mine. With these facts before him Mr. Waller a methodist 
Missionery states that ‘‘ the H.B.Company are claiming under 
the right of preemption some of the choisest spots now occupied 
by American Settlers ”’. 

I have to observe in discussing this business that Mr. Gary 
said he took it as he found it, he appeared to me to regret that 
he found it so & observed “‘ that the only difference between 
You & me in this affair is that I view it as a point of business 
and that you do not”: I replied that, that was the case. 


(III) OREGON PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 


Copy of the Oregon Laws? 


An Act to amend an act passed at this Session in regard to 
roads. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 

Sec. 1 That the inhabitants of Twalatine County shall not 
be required to work on that part of the road leading from 


1B. 223/b/31, fos. 36-66. The following remark in Barclay’s writing in ink 
appears on the cover: “ Copy to be taken and this returned to H.B. House as 1 
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Linnton to the Yam-Hill ‘Falls, that lies ane Yana 
County. 

2. That Ransom Clark and he is hereby appointed overseer 
of that part of said road lying in Yam-Hill County, and that 
the Citizens of Yam Hill County shall not be compelled to 
work on any part of said road lying in Twalatine County. 

(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


A Bill to provide for an assessor for the year 1844 to regulate 
the duties of his Office. 

Sec. 1. That it shall be the duty of the Executive Committee 
immediately after the passage of this act to appoint some 
suitable person assessor whose duty it shall be to assess the 
Revenue of Oregon. 

2. That the assessor so appointed shall before entering upon 
the duties of his Office, enter into bond to Oregon in a sum 
not more than one thousand Dollars, with good and sufficient 
security for the faithful performance of his duty as assessor, 
which bond shall be approved by the Clerk, and recorder, which 
approval shall be written on the back on said bond and the said 
bond shall be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court. 

3. That it shall be the duty of the Executive Committee as 
soon as they shall have appointed the assessor as above 
required to give notice to the clerk who shall immediately 
notify such person so appointed of his appointment, and the 
assessor so appointed shall enter into bond within ten days after 
he receives his notice of appointment. 

4. That it shall be the duty of the Clerk & recorder by or 
before the first Monday in August A.D.1844 to make out and 
deliver to the assessor a Blank tax Book sufficiently marked and 
headed for the use of the assessor. 

5. That it shall be the duty of the assessor to make complete 
return of the assessment on the second Monday of November 


is the only one we have July 3/45.” No record of a copy being sent to H.M. 
Government has been found amongst the Company’s archives, but it was 
presumably required for that purpose. Unfortunately wartime conditions have 
prevented a search being made amongst the Foreign Office records. 
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A.D.1844, to the Clerk and Recorder, whose duty it shall be 
immediately to examine the same and correct all mistakes, if 
any there be, and deliver the Tax Book so examined to the 
collector as soon as possible and get the collectors receipt for 
the same, & the collector shall commence collecting the - 
revenue as soon as possible. 

6. That it shall be the duty of the assessor to take every 
man’s name who shall refuse to pay a tax and return a list of 
the names of all such persons so refusing, to the Clerk and 
Recorder whose duty it shall be to preserve the same. 

7. That the said assessor shall have the right to appoint a 
Deputy to assess Clatsop County, and shall be responsible for 
his conduct. 

8. That the assessor when he returns the assessment book, 
shall make out a true statement in writing of the number of 
days he was necessarily employed in assessing the Revenue, 
which statement he shall verify by oath or affirmation & which 
shall be filed with the Clerk. 

(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


A Bill to provide for Ways & means. 
Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 


Sec. 1. That in order to raise a revenue for the purpose of 
defraying the expenses of the government, there shall be levied 
and collected a tax of one eighth of one per Cent upon the 
following property at a fair valuation, to wit, all merchandize 
brought into this country for sale, Improvements on Town 
Lots, Mills, Pleasure Carriages, Clocks, Watches, Horses, 
Mules, Cattle and Hogs. : 

2. All male Citizens over the age of twenty one years being 
a descendant of a white man shall be subject to pay a pole Tax 
of fifty Cents. 

3. That it shall be the duty of the collector of the Revenue, 
to require of each and every Merchant in Oregon to give him 
a statement in writing of the amount of all merchandize on 
hand to be stated on oath or afhrmation which oath or 
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affirmation the collector shall administer, and said collector 
shall collect and receipt for the Tax upon such Merchandize, 
which receipt shall serve said Merchant, for a license for the 
next year commencing from the time given. And that when 
a Merchant shall wish to renew his license he shall give a 
similar statement of all Merchandize received by him for sale 
in the preceding 12 Months, and the collector shall require 
him only to pay tax upon the amount of said imports. 

4. That any person refusing to pay a tax as in this act 
required, shall have no benifits of the Law of Oregon and shall 
be disqualified from voting at any election in this country. 

5. That the Sheriff shall serve as ex afficio Collector of the 
revenue for which he shall receive as a compensation for his 
services ten per Cent upon all monies collected as revenue. 

6. That the Sheriff before entering upon the duties of his 
office as Collector of the Revenue shall enter into bond with © 
two or more good and sufficient securities in a sum not less 
than five nor more than 10,000 dollars to be approved by the 
executive, which approval shall be written on the back of said 
bond, and the said collectors bond shall be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of the Court. 

7. That the Collector shall pay over into the Treasury on the 
first monday in each and every month in the year all monies that 
may be in his hands, and get the Treasurers receipt therefor. 

8. That it shall be the duty of the Tribunal transacing 
Country business to require the collector to settle with said 
court at each and every regular term of the court in Clackamas. 

9. The collector of the revenue shall make full payment in 
to the Treasurer on or before the first monday in December 
each year. 

10. The revenues of Oregon shall be collected in specie or 
available orders on solvent Merchants in Oregon. 

11. That all acts and parts of acts contrary to this act be 
and the same are hereby- repealed. : 

12. This act to take effect from and after its passage. 

Passed 24th Fune 1844 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 
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The Committee on the Judiciary most respectfully submit the 
following report, and recommend its adoption by the House. 


An act regulating the Executive Power, the Judiciary and 
for other purposes. 


Executive Power 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as 
follows 


Article ist 


Sec. 1. That the executive Power of this government shall 
be vested in a single person, who shall be elected as other 
Officers at the next annual election, and at the annual election 
to be held every two years thereafter, and who shall hold his 
Office for the term of two years, and until his successor shall be 
_ duly elected and qualified; and shall be styled the executive of 

- Oregon. 

2. He shall have been a resident of the country twelve 
months previous to his election, shall have paid a tax for the 
support of Government, a free male Citizen not under the age 
of twenty four years. 

3. He shall be commander in Chief of the Military power 
of the Country, shall commission all Officers, and fill all 
vacancies by appointment until the next succeeding regular 
election. 

He shall have the power to grant reprieves and pardons, 
shall see that the laws are faithfully executed, and shall 
recommend such measures to the Legislative Committee as he 
may think necessary. 

4. In case the executive chair become vacant by death, the 
speaker of the House shall fill the office until a successor shall 
be duly elected and qualified. 

5. The executive shall be subject to impeachment before 
the House, for misconduct in Office; and may be removed 
from Office by a vote of the two thirds of the members present. 

6. He shall receive for his salary the sum of 300 Dollars 
annually. 
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Article 2nd 


Sec. r. The Judicial power shall be vested in Circuit 
Courts, and in as many Justices of the peace as shall from time 
to time be appointed or elected according to law. 

2. There shall be one Judge elected by the qualified voters 
at the annual elections who shall hold his Office for one year, 
and until his successor be duly elected and qualified; and who 
shall hold two terms of the circuit court, in each County, at 
such terms and places as by law shall be directed and shall 
receive the sum of s00 Dollars annually for his salary. He 
shall also be entitled to such fees for probate services as are by 
law allowed. 

3. The Circuit Courts shall have original jurisdiction in all 
criminal cases; and in all cases in law and equity, where the 
amount sued for is not under 150 Dollars; and also in all 
probate and country business; and appellate jurisdiction from 
Justices of the peace. 

4. The Clerk and recorder shall perform the duties of 
Clerk of the circuit Court of each County. 

s. It shall be lawful for the Sheriff and clerk to appoint as 
many deputies as may be necessary, being responsible for their 
conduct, not to exceed one in each County. 

6. The circuit court shall cause a Grand Jury to be 
empanelled at each term, to whom the court shall give a charge; 
which grand Jury shall consist of not less than twelve nor more 
than fifteen, and ten of whom may find a Bill. 

>. The Court may appoint any person to prosecute in 
criminal cases; and when no person will act, the court shall 
examine the witnesses for the prosecution, and shall give the 
law in charge to the Jury. 

8. The Court shall cause a record to be kept. of its 
proceedings. 

g. The court may hold a called term at any time to try a 
criminal. 

10. Justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction in civil 
cases on all sums not exceeding 150 Dollars. 
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Laws 
Article 3rd 

Sec. 1. All the Statute Laws of Iaway Territory passed at 
the first session of the Legislative Assembly of said Territory, 
and not of a local character, and not incompatible with the 
condition and circumstances of this country shall be the law 
of this government unless otherwise modified, and that the 
common law of England and the principles of equity not 
modified by the statutes of Iaway or if [sic] this government, 
and not incompatible with its principles, shall constitute a part 
of the Law of the Land. 

2. That the Resolution heretofore passed and recorded 
under the rgth Article of the Judiciary, be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

3. That where not otherwise provided, all laws shall take ~ 
effect and be in force from and after their passage. 

4. That all acts and parts of acts conflicting with this act, 
or any acts passed at this session, are hereby repealed. 

5. That the act heretofore passed making the law of New 
York in regard to witnesses and Jurors, the law of this Country 
be, and the same is hereby repealed. 


Legislative Power 
Article 4th 
Sec. 1. The Legislative power shall be vested in a House of 
Representatives composed of Representatives elected annually 
by the qualified Voters of the several Counties. 
2. The House of Representatives shall annually meet the 
4th Tuesday in June at the Wallamette Falls. 


Elections 

Article sth 
Sec. 1. All Officers shall be elected by the people once a 
year unless otherwise provided, at a general election to be held 
in each county the rst Tuesday in June in each year at such 
places as shall be designated by the Judge of the Circuit court. 


2. As many Justices of the peace and constables shall be 
P. 
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elected from time to time, as shall be deemed necessary by the 
circuit Court of each County. 


Courts 
Article 6th 

Sec. 1. The Circuit Courts shall be held in the several 
Counties as follows. 

For the County of Clackamas on the first tuesdays 
in April and October. 

For the County of Champooic on the second 
tuesdays in April & October. 

For the County of Yam Hill on the third tuesdays 
in April and October. 

For the County of Twalatine on the fourth tuesdays 
in April and October. 

For the County of Clatsop on the first mondays of 
March & September. 

2. That the place of holding said courts may from time to 

time be fixed by the Judge giving one months notice thereof. 
passed 25th Fune 1844 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 
Counties 

An Act to amend the several acts Organizing Counties. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as 
follows. 

Sec. 1. That all those parts of any Counties heretofore 
organized which lie north of the Columbia river, be and they 
are hereby stricken off respectively, and that the said river 
shall constitute the northern boundary of said Counties 
respectively. 

2. All acts conflicting with this act are hereby repealed. 

(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 


Attest ere 


(sd.). 7. -Enelone 


Clerk House Representatives 
27th Fune 1844 
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An act for the protection of Horses. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as 
follows. 

That the act of Iaway Territory, entitled ‘‘ an act for the 
improvement of the breed of Horses ” appeared January 17th 
1839 and which has been adopted as the law of Oregon, shall 
not be contrued as to extend the Horses owned by Indians. 

(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


Report of Committee on Military affairs in Oregon. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of 
Oregon that immediately after the passage of this act the 
Militia of Oregon shall be arranged into one Regiment two 
battalions & Companies, it shall consist of Invantry district 
Companies, light Invantry, riflemen, artillery men, and 
dragoons as mounted riflemen, the Regiment shall consist of 
not less than six companies, not more than twelve companies, 
two of which shail be light Infantry or riflemen, each Company 
shall consist of not less than thirty nor more than one hundred 
men exclusive of commissioned Officers. The district of 
Twalatine and Clackamas shall form the first Battalion. 
Champooic and Yam Hill district shall form the second 
battalion, each Battalion shall consist of not less than three nor 
more than six companies, the District of Twalatine shall form 
two Companies, the district of Clackamas shall form at least 
one Company & Champooic district shall form two Companies 
and Yam Hill shall form at least one Company. 

2. hat when a county or district of Country is distant or so 
detached, that in the opinion of the executive it would be 
inconvenient for the persons residing therein to belong to an 
organized Regiment, they shall be organized as a separate 
Battalion or Company as the case may require under a 
command of a Major or Captain as the case may require, and 
be subject to the same rules and regulations in all respects that 
Regiments are subject to. 7 

3. That to a regiment there shall be one Colonel one 
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Lieutenant Colonel and one Major to a company of Invantry, 
light invantry and riflemen, there shall be one Captain, one 
first Lieutenant, one second Lieutenant to a Company of 
Artillery men, and dragoons or mounted riflemen there be one 
Captain one first Lieutenant one second Lieutt. and one third 
Lieutenant, all commissioned Officers (except those of the 
light Infantry and rifle corps) and Staff Officers, shall be 
clothed, armed, and accoutred as the Commander in chief may 
direct. 3 

4. The qualified voters of the several districts shall elect 
their field Officers in the same manner that civil Officers are 
elected at the annual elections when due notice shall be given 
for holding an election, and proper returns shall be made of all 
such elections under the same penalty and restrictions as other 
elections, all organized Companies shall elect their own 
commissioned Officers, the Commandent of the Regiment 
shall appoint during his pleasure, one adjutant, one quarter 
master, and one paymaster who shall be regimental Treasurer, 
each with the rank of Lieutenant; also one surgeon and one 
Surgeon’s mate, one drum Major, and Fife Major and one 
Serjeant Major. 

The Captain or commanding Officer of each Company 
shall appoint during his pleasure four serjeants, one of 
whom shall be clerk of the Company, four corporals and 
two musicians. 

5. That the Captain or commanding Officer of each 
Infantry or district Company shall, by his clerk enroll all able 
bodied free male persons, Indians & Negroe’s excepted, over 
the age sixteen years, and under sixty, residing or from time 
to time coming to reside within the bounds of his beat or 
Company district, except such as are hereafter excepted. 

6. That the Militia, for the purpose of improving in Martial 
exercise shall rendezvous by Companies in their respective 
districts at least, two days in each year, the place of meeting 
shall be designated by the Captain or Commanding Officers, 
by putting up, or causing to be put up at least four written or 
printed advertisement in the most public places in his district 
ten days before the day of meeting. Captains or Commanding 
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Officers of Volunteer Companies shall in like manner give 
notice of the place of the meeting of their respective Companies 
twelve days previous to said day. 

7- That on the last Saturday of the month of August in 
every year the Colonel or commanding Officer of each 
Regiment and separate Battalion shall, by written or printed 
advertisement put up or distribute 15 days before said day 
and call out all Company & Staff Officers under his command 
to rendezvous at some convenient, and suitable place where 
they shall be formed and drilled in Company order by the 
commandant and at said rendezvous the commandant shall 
give to the Officers public notice of the place where the 
regiment or battalion shall meet, which place shall be within 
his district and the time as follows vizt. 

The Regiment shall meet at ten 0 clock in the forenoon on 
the first monday in October, the Captain or commanding 
Officer of Companies shall then within proper time give notice 
of the intended regimental or battalion parade in the same 
manner as they are directed by the preceding section to do in 
case of Company rendezvous, each Regiment and separate 
Battalion shall assemble in the month of October as aforesaid 
for the purpose of drill and parade at such place as the 
commandant may appoint and direct and at such drill and 
parade as many evolutions shall be performed as circumstances 
and the nature of the case will permit, provided that at the 
parades, provided for by this and the preceding sections the 
Militia shall not be kept under arms longer than three hours at 
any one time. 

8. That it shall be the duty of every non-commissioned 
Officer and private who own a Rifle Musket or firelock, to 
appear with it in good order at every parade. 

g. That in order to insure uniformity in the organization, 
discipline, and government of the Militia of Oregon it shall be 
the duty of the commander in chief from time to time to 
provide at the expense of Oregon such Books of instruction 
as are or may be prescribed for the use of the army or Militia 
of the United States and furnish each commissioned Officer 
with a copy, and each Officer shall preserve and keep said book 
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or books in good order and hand them over to his successor in 
Office. 

10. That the Captain or Commanding Officer of each 
Company of Infantry, light Infantry, and Riflemen shall 
annually, six weeks before the annual meeting of the Legislative 
Committee make a full and complete return to the Colonel or 
commandant of the Regiment or Battalion to which he belongs 
of the names of all the Officers, non-commissioned Officers, 
Musicians and privates belonging to his company, also the 
dates of the commissions and place of residence of the Officers, 
the number & kind of arms and accoutrements belonging to 
or in the possession of the members of his Company. 

11. That the Colonels and Commandants of Regiments & 
separate Battalions on receiving the annual returns from the 
Captains, shall, one month previous to the annual meeting of 
the Legislative Committee consolidate them, & make returns 
thereof to the executive Committee. 

12. That at each and every parade, either Company, 
Battalion, or Regiment, the Captain or commanding Officer of 
each Company shall keep a correct list of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates who are absent 
without special leave, and on the last parade day in each & 
every year he shall detail a Court Martial for the trial of all who 
shall have been guilty of any offence in the course of the current 
year, said court martial shall consist of one commissioned 
Officer and four privates, the commissioned Officer shall 
preside and in case of a tie, he shall decide; the president of a 
court martial shall have power and authority to sware and 
examine witnesses, if the Officers be absent on the day of the 
court martial, the Officers who detailed the court, shall 
immediately supply the vacancy by the appointment of another 
member of the Company whether Officer or private, & a report 
of said absence shall be made to the Commandant of the 
Regiment and the absentee shall be tried by Court Martial and 
fined in like manner as if he had been absent on the day of the 
regimental parade, and if any of the privates be absent the 
vacancy shall be immediately filled, and the absentee fined as 
though he had been absent on a parade day, without leave and 
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without excuse, but he may appeal to the Colonel of 
the Regiment who shall hear the cause & determine it 
equitably. 

13. That it shall be the duty of the President of each and 
every court martial held under the authority of this act, 
immediately after court rises, to make out a return to the 
district clerk, of the names of each of the persons fined, and the 
amount of each fine, the said return shall be made to the clerk 
in the district in which the person fined resides, and the clerk 
shall include said fines in the list of Taxes, and they shall be 
collected in the same manner by the same collectors, with the 
same fees & costs, and be paid into the regimental Treasury, 
the treasurer shall receipt for all monies received, said money 
shall be applied at the discretion of the commandant to 
regimental Battalion, or Company purposes, so as to make each 
Battalion or Company equal. 

14. That it shall be lawful for any commissioned Officer 
whenever, and as often as any invasion, or imminent danger 
thereof may come to his knowledge, to order out the Militia or 
any part thereof under his command for the defence of Oregon, 
he shall immediately give notice thereof, detailing all the 
circumstances to the Commander in chief, shall on all occasions 
which to him may seem to require it, have full power and 
authority to call out any portion of the Militia either by draft, 
by the acceptance of Volunteers or ev-masse. 

15. That if any commandant of a Regiment, separate 
Battalion or Company shall refuse or neglect to give the proper 
notice for calling out the Militia under his command as 
required by the preceding sections of this act, he shall be tried 
by a Court Martial, and fined at the discretion of the court in a 
sum not exceeding twenty Dollars, and every person subject to do 
duty under the provisions of this act, who shall be absent, except 
in case of the sickness of himself or family or without reasonable 
excuse, or if present shall refuse or neglect to answer to his 
name and to do duty, or who shall leave his post or quit the ranks 
without leave, shall be tried by a Court Martial and fined, if a 
Colonel not more than twenty dollars nor less than five dollars, 
if a Lieut. Colonel, or Major not more than fifteen Dollars nor 
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less than five dollars, if a captain not more than ten dollars nor 
less the five dollars, if a Lieutenant not more than six dollars 
nor less than three dollars, if a noncommissioned Officer, 
Musician, or private not more than three dollars nor less than 
two dollars; that every commissioned Officer who shall be 
guilty of disobedience of orders, neglect of duty, disrespect 
towards a superior Officer or any other unofficer like conduct, 
shall be arrested and tried by a Court Martial and fined in any 
sum not exceeding one hundred Dollars, and may be suspended 
or cashiered at the discretion of the Court Martial, if a non 
commissioned Officer, musician or private shall be guilty of 
disobedience to orders or disrespect to an Officer during the 
course of the hours of parade he shall be arrested and kept 
under guard during the balance of the three hours, and 
afterwards, at the discretion of the Commanding Officer, be 
tried by a Court Martial and fined not less then five dollars nor 
more than twenty Dollars, if any person whether Officer, 
non-commisioned Officer, or private, or whether belonging to 
the Militia of Oregon or not, shall appear at any parade 
wearing any personal disguise, or other unusual or ludicrous 
article of dress, as, any arms, weapons, or other impliments not 
required by law, and calculated to excite ridicule, or to interrupt 
the orderly & peaceable discharge of duty by those under arms, 
he shall be arrested and kept under guard the balance of the 
three hours of parade & be tried by a Court Martial and fined, 
not more than twenty Dollars nor less than five Dolls. 

16. That the commissioned Officers of any Company shall 
have power to administer the oath to the board of Court 
Martial. 

17. That the Executive shall be commander in chief of all 
the Military forces in Oregon but shall not command in 
person unless they think proper. . 

18. And be it further enacted that the following persons be, 
and they are hereby, exempted; all Perrymen and Ministers 
of the Gospel of all and every denomination who prove to the 
commandant of the Compy. in whose beat or precinct they 
reside that he or they have been regularly ordained or licensed, 
and are now in full communion with his, or their respective 
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Churches, all practicing Physicians, Millers, Clerks and 


Judges of Courts and Sheriffs, except in case of invasion or 


Insurrection. (sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


An act in regard to Slavery and free Negroes and Mulattoes. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as 
follows 
Sec. 1. That Slavery and involantary servitude shall be for 
ever prohibited in Oregon. 

2. That in all cases where slaves shall have been or shall 
hereafter be brought into Oregon, the owners of such slaves 
respectively shall have the term of three years from the 
introduction of such slaves to remove them out of the Country. 

3. That if such owners of slaves shall neglect or refuse to 
remove such slaves from the Country within the time specified 
in the preceding section such slaves shall be free. 

4. That when any free Negro or Mulatto shall have come to 
Oregon he or she, as the case may be, if of the age of eighteen 
or upwards shall remove from and leave the country within the 
term of two years for males and three for females from the 
passage of this act and that if any free Negro or Mulatto shall 
hereafter come to Oregon, if of the age aforesaid, he or she 
shall quit and leave the country within the term of two years for 
males, and three years for females from his or her arrival in the 
country. 

5. That if such free Negro or Mulatto be under the age 
aforesaid, the term of time specified in the preceding section 
shall begin to run when he or she shall arrive at such age. 

6. That if any such free Negro or Mulatto shall fail to quit 
the country as required by this act, he or she may be arrested 
upon a warrant issued by some justice of the peace, and if 
guilty upon trial before such justice shall recetve upon his or 
her bare back not less than twenty nor more than thirty stripes, 
to be inflicted by the constable of the proper county. 

7. That if any free Negro or Mulatto shall fail to quit the 
Country within the term of six months after receiving such 
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stripes he or she shall again receive the same punishment once 
in every six months until he or she shall quit the Country. 

8. That when any slave shall obtain his or her freedom the 
terms specified in the 4th section shall begin to run from the 
time when such freedom shall be obtained. 

(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 
Appropriation Bill 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 
Sec. 1. That the sume of five hundred Dollars be and the same 
are hereby appropriated for the payment of the Circuit court. 

2. That the sum of 125 Dollars and the same are hereby 
appropriated for the purchase of such Books and Stationery 
as may be required for the use of the Government of Oregon. 

3. That the sum of 20 dollars be and the same are hereby 
appropriated for the pay of the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. 

4. That the sum of 125 Dollars be and the same are hereby 
appropriated for the expenses of the Military department. 

5. That the sum of 15 Dollars be and the same are hereby 
appropriated to pay Mr. Hathaway for the use of this House. 

Passed 25th Fune 1844 
Reconsidered 26th une 1844 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


An act to create an additional County at Clatsop. 
Article rst 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 
Sec. 1. That there be constituted a County which shall 
be called Clatsop County and bounded as follows to wit: 
commencing on the south side of the Columbia River at a 
point called Oak point, thence south to a supposed line dividing 
Twalatine District & Yam Hill, thence west along said line to 
the Pacific Ocean, thence along said Coast to the Northern line 
of Twalatine District, thence east to a supposed line running 
north from Oak point, thence south along said line to the place 
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of beginning; which shall compose a County for cevil and 
military purposes & shall be under the same Laws, Rules, 
Regulations and Restrictions as all other Counties in Oregon, 
and entitled to elect the same Officers as other Counties in 
Oregon are entitled to elect. 

2. That the term district be stricken out of the laws and the 
term County be inserted. 

3. And be it further enacted that after the passage of this 
act it shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to order a 
special election for the County of Clatsop for the purpose of 
electing County Officers. All acts and parts of acts contrary 
to this are and the same is hereby repealed. 

Passed 22nd Fune 1844 
(sig.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


A Bill to allow Salaries to certain Officers in Oregon 1844. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 
Sec. 1. That from, and after the passage of this act the 
Members of the Executive Committee shall receive 100 
Dollars each per annum for their services. 

2. That the Legislative Committee be and they are hereby 
allowed two Dollars per day each, as a full compensation for 
their services. 

3. That the assessor of the Revenue be and he is hereby 
allowed two Dollars per day as a full compensation for his 


TES (sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


The Committee upon Roads to whom was referred the 
petition of C. M. Walker and others, for a road from the 
Robins Nest to the Falls of Yam-Hill River, beg leave to 
report the following Bill. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 
Sec. 1. That Ransom Clark, H. J. Hembree & Joe Walker, 
and they are hereby appointed to view out and mark a way for 
a road from the Wallamette Falls to the Falls of the Yam Hill 
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River, and that they report to Amos Cook, who is hereby 
appointed overseer of said road, and required to open the same 
according to law. 

2. That all the hands in Yam-Hill County, and all the hands 
in Twalatine County, residing near the Yam-Hill River be 
assigned to said overseer; and that when opened, said road 


shall be a public road. (Sigd.) M. M. McCarver 


Speaker 
Apportionment 


An act to apportion the representation in the next house of 
Representatives. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as 
follows 
Sec. 1. (hat in the next house of Representatives each 
County shall be entitled to the following number of 
Representatives 


The County of Klackamas Three 
The County of Champooic Four 
The County of Yam-Hill Two 
The County of Twalatine Three 
The County of Clatsop One 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


The Committee upon the Judiciary beg leave to report the 
following bill. 
Marriage 


A Bill amendatory of the bill regarding Marriage. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as 


follows 
Article 1st 


Sec. 1. That all males of the age of sixteen years and 
upwards and all females of the age of twelve and upwards, shall 
be deemed competent to enter into the contract of Marriage. 

2. That when either of the parties about to enter into the 
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Marriage union shall be minors; the male under the age of 21 
years or the female under the age of 18, no person authorized 
to solemnize the rights of matrimony shall do so without the 
consent of the parent or guardian of such minor and in case 
such person shall solemnize such marriage without the consent 
of the parent or guardian of such minor he shall be liable to pay 
such parent or guardian the sum of 100 Dollars to be recovered 
by action of debt or assumpset before the proper Court; 
provided however that the want of such consent shall not 
invalidate such marriage. 
3. That all acts and parts of acts coming in conflict with this 
act be and the same are hereby repealed. 
passed 22nd une 1844 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


Bill on Land Claims 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as - 
follows 
Sec. 1. That all persons who have heretofore made, or shall 
hereafter make permanent improvements upon a place with a 
Bonafide intention of occupying and holding the same for 
himself, and shall continue to occupy and cultivate the same, 
shall be entitled to hold 640 acres, & shall hold only one claim 
at the same time: provided a man may hold Town Lots in 
addition to his claim. 

2. That all claims hereafter made shall be in a square form 
if the nature of the ground shall permit: and in case the 
situation will not permit, shall be in an oblong form. 

3. That in all cases where claims are already made, and in 
all cases where there are agreed lines between the parties 
occupying adjoining tracts, such claims shall be valid to the 
extent of 640 acres, although not in a square or oblong form. 

4. That in all cases where claims shall hereafter be made, 
such permanent improvements shall be made, within two 
months from the time of taking up said claim and the first 
settler or his successor shall be deemed to hold the prior right. 

5. That no person shall hold a claim under the provisions of 
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this act, except free males over the age of 18, who would be 
entitled to vote if of lawful age, and Widows: provided no 
married man shall be debarred from holding a claim under this 
act because he is under the age of 18. 

6. That all laws heretofore passed in regard to land claims 
be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

7. That all persons complying with the provisions of this 
act shall be deemed in possession to the extent of 640 acres or 
less as the case may be, and shall have the remedy of Forcible 
Entry & detainer against intruders and the action of trespass 


against trespassers. passed 25th Fune 1844 


(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 
Seamen 
An act in regard to Seamen 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 
Sec. 1. That when any Seaman or sailor shall hereafter 
desert from any ship, sloop, schooner, Brig or other vessel 
lying in the waters of Oregon, before his term of service 
expires, it shall be the duty of any Judge or Justice of the peace, 
upon the application of any Officer of such vessel to issue his 
warrant to the proper Officer and if there be no constable or 
Sheriff at hand of said Justice shall appoint some one to execute 
such process, and cause such deserter to be arrested forthwith: 
and if upon examination, had the Justice be satisfied that such 
defendant is a deserter he shall cause him to be delivered to 
the Officer of such Vessel to be taken on board the same, there 
to be dealt with according to the usages among seamen. 

2. That the regular costs in such case shall be paid by the 
Captain or Commandant of such Vessel. 

(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


The Committee on roads report the following Bill. 
Ferries 


An act granting Hugh Burns a right to keep a public 
Ferry across the Wallamette River. 
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Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon, as 
follows 
Sec. 1. That Hugh Burns be and he is hereby authorized 
to keep a public ferry across the Wallamette River between 
Oregon City & the west bank of said River, for the term of 
one year, by paying to the general Treasure the sum of 20 
os. 
That the said Burns shall be authorized to charge the 
Pollowine rates. 


For a single footman + Cents 
5 a Man & Horse 124 ,, 
», Every Waggon & Team TOM 5, 
py every Cart &. Ueam a6 , 

5, Every head of Cattle or Horse 64 sy 
55 Every head of Sheep or Hogs R - 
55 Every pleasure Carriage 75 - 


55 Every 100 lbs. of Goods or other freight By es 


That the said Burns shall be required to keep such boats 
as the law directs: and shall be subject to the same. 
passed 2 5th ‘Fune 1844 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


An Act authorizing John McLoughlin to construct a canal 
around the Wallamette Falls. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 
Sec. 1. That John McLoughlin his Heirs and assigns be 
and they are hereby authorized to construct a canal around the 
Falls of the Wallamette on the east side of the Wallamette 
River: which said canal shall be sufficiently safe and wide for 
the passage of boats of the width of 13 feet or less. 

2. That the said John McLoughlin, his Heirs and assigns, 
. are hereby authorized to construct all the necessary walls, piers 
or other works, for the erection or protection of said canal: 
provided always that they shall not be so constructed as to cut 
off the necessary supplies of water, from any Mill or Mills now 
in operation. 
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3. That the said John McLoughlin, his Heirs and assigns 
are hereby authorized to demand and receive the following 
rates of toll to wit 

For every Canoe or skiff one Dollar. 

For every other water craft the sum of fifty cents for 
every ton of burthen. 

For rafts of sawed lumber the sum of twenty five cents 
for every 1000 feet. 

For saw logs and all other round or hewn timber the sum 
of ten cents. 

4. That all privileges conferred by this act shall continue 
for the term of 20 years from and after the passage thereof. 

5. That the said John McLoughlin, his Heirs or assigns are 
hereby required to complete said canal within two years from 
the passage of this act. 

6. That the said John McLoughlin, his Heirs or assigns 
when said canal shall be finished, shall permit all boats, water 
crafts and rafts to pass without delay if the proper toll shall be 


tendered. (sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


A Bill to regulate the duties of the assessor of the Revenue 
after the year 1844. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted that from and after the year A.D.1844, 
the assessor of the Revenue shall be elected by the eligible 
Voters of Oregon at the regular Elections as other officers are 
elected. 

2. It shall be the duty of the assessor within five days after 
he receives a certificate of his election to enter into bond as 
required by law. 

3. That the Clerk shall deliver a blank Tax Book to the 
assessor as required by law on the fourth day of June in each 
year after the year 1844. 

4. That after the year 1844, the assessor shall make 
assessment and return the Tax Book to the Clerk by the Ist 
Monday in September, who shall examine the same as required 
by law and deliver it to the collector immediately. 
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5. That the assessor when he returns the assessment Book, 
shall deliver a statement in writing verified by oath or 
affirmation, of the number of days he has necessarily been 
employed in assessing the revenue, which statement the clerk 
shall fill in his Office. 

(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


An act, to authorize Robert Moore to Establish and Keep a 
Ferry across the Wallamette River from the Robins Nest to 
Oregon City. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of 
Oregon That Robert Moore be and he is hereby authorized 
to establish and keep a Ferry across the Wallamette River from 
the Robins Nest to Oregon City for the term of one year from 
and after the first day of September next. 

2. And be it further enacted that the said Robert Moore by 
or before the first day of September next shall procure and 
keep at said Ferry a good and sufficient flat Boat and skiff with 
a sufficient number of hands to work the same for the 
transportation of all persons and their property across the said 
River when passable without delay, for which the said Robert 
Moore shall pay the sum of twenty Dollars as a Revenue 
for the use of Oregon. 

3. That the said Moore shall be authorized to charge the 
following Rates for Ferriage vizt. 


For a Single Footman 64 Cents 
For a Man & Horse lob -s 
For every Waggon & Team | 150 - 
For every cart & Team J ea 
For every head of Horses & Cattle 64s, 
For every head of sheep & hogs cee 
For every pleasure Carriage 785 me 


For every 100 lbs. of Goods & other freight 3 3 


(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 
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Whereas the people of Oregon now occupy one of the most 
beautiful and interesting portions of the Globe & are placed in 
the most critical and responsible position ever filled by men, 
owing as they do, important duties to themselves, to their 
country, to posterity and to mankind, as the founders of a New 
Government and a young nation: and whereas the introduction, 
distillation or sale of ardent spirits under the circumstances in 
which we are placed, would bring withering ruin upon the 
prosperity & prospects of this interesting and rising 
community, by involving us in idle and dissolute habits, 
inviting hither swarms of the dissipated inhabitants of other 
Countries, checking emigration, destroying the industry of 
the Country, bringing upon us the swarms of savages now 
in our midst, interrupting the orderly and peaceable 
administration of Justice, and in a word producing and 
perpetuating increasing and untold miseries that no mind can 
rightly estimate: therefore 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as 
follows 


Article 1st 


Sec. 1. That if any person shall hereafter import or introduce 
any ardent spirits into Oregon with intent to sell, barter or 
trade the same and shall offer the same for sale, trade or 
barter, he shall be fined the sum of 50 Dollars for each and 
every such offence which shall be recovered by indictment 
or by trial before a Justice of the peace without the form 
of pleading. 

2. That if any person shall hereafter sell, barter, or trade 
any ardent spirits of any kind whatever, directly or indirectly 
to any person within Oregon, he shall forfeit and pay the sum 
of 20 Dollars for each and every such sale, barter or trade, to be 
recovered by indictment in the circuit court or before a Justice 
of the peace without the form of pleading. 

3. That if any person shall hereafter establish or carry on 
any manufactory or distillery of ardent spirits in Oregon he 
shall be subject to be indicted before the circuit Court, as for a 
nuisance, and if convicted he shall be fined the sum of 100 
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Dollars, and the court shall issue or order the Sheriff, directing 
him to seize and destroy the distilling apparatus which order 
the Sheriff shall execute. 

4. That it shall be the duty of all Sheriffs, Judges, Justices 
of the peace, constables, & other officers, when they have 
reason to believe that this act has been violated to give notice 
thereof to some Justice of the peace or Judge of a Court: who 
shall immediately issue his warrant & cause the offending party 
to be arrested, and if such Officer has jurisdiction to try such 
case, shall proceed to try such offender without delay, and give 
judgement accordingly; but if such Officer shall not have 
jurisdiction to try the case, he shall if the party be guilty bind 
him over to appear before the next circuit court of the proper 
County. 

5. That all sales, barters, or trades made under color of gifts 
or otherwise with intent to evade this act shall be deemed a 
violation of the same, and all fines & penalties recovered under 
this act shall go into the general Treasury; and all Officers 
receiving the same, shall pay over to the Sheriff, whose duty it 
shall be to pay the same into the Treasury. 

6. That this act shall not be contrued as to prevent any 
practising Physician from selling such liquors for medicine, 
not to exceed one gallon at any one time. 

7. That the clerk shall make out a copy of this act and put 
the same up in Oregon City as early as practicable. 

8. That this act shall take effect within 60 days from & after 
its passage. 

passed 24th Fune 1844 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


A Bill to attach a portion of Twalatine County to Yam Hill 
County. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 

That the line between Yam Hill & Twalatine Counties, 
shall be as follows, commencing in the middle of the 
Wallamette River at the mouth of the Pudding river, thence in 
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a direct course to the divide of the waters in Chehalem valley, 
and thence due west to the Pacific, 
Sigd. M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


The Committee upon the Judiciary to whom was deferred | 
the Bill to Legalize the acts of William P. Dougherty beg leave 
to report the following 1n lieu of said Bill 


Justices of the peace 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 
That the election of all Justices of the peace heretofore made, 
and all their Official acts, be and they are hereby declared to be 
legal. 
passed 24¢h Fune 1844 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


Roads 


An act appointing reviewers upon the road from the 
Wallamette Falls to the Twalatine plains. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon 
Sec. 1. That A. T. Smith Adam Hewitt & James Waters 
be and they are hereby appointed to view out the road leading 
from the Wallamette Falls to the Twalatine plains; and the 
said viewers shall continue said road so as to intersect the road 
leading from Linnton to the Yam Hill Falls. 

2. That the said viewers are hereby authorized to make any 
alteration or amendment in the said road as now established, 
that they may deem necessary, and when they shall have viewed 
the same they shall report to Caleb Wilkins & Hugh Burns, 
the overseers of said road. 

Provided that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
allow said road viewers to close the road now opened between 
the house of Henry Black & that of George Ebbets, and that 
said Ebbets, Henry Buxton and Richard Eough be and they 
are hereby appointed to view out & locate said last mentioned 
road, from George Ebbets to the road leading from Linnton to — 
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the Falls of the Yam Hill River & report the same to Caleb 
Wilkins whose duty it is to open the same according to law. 
(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


The Committee upon Roads beg leave most respectfully to 
report the following Bill for the consideration of the House 


Roads & Highways 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as 
follows 


Article Ist 


_ Sec. 1. That the following roads be and they are hereby 
declared to be public roads and highways to wit: The road 
now leading from the Wallamette Falls to the Twalatine 
plains, also the road leading from Linnton to the Twalatine 
Plains. 

2. That all public roads & Highways shall be opened twelve 
feet wide clear of trees, logs & other obstructions, with the 
stumps cut low, and sufficient bridges & causeways: and the 
space of ten feet on each side of the road shall be considered as 
appropriated to the use of the same. 

3. All male inhabitants over sixteen and under sixty who 
would be entitled to vote if of the lawful age, shall be liable to 
work on roads except as hereinafter stated. 

4. There shall be appointed by the Circuit Court of each 
County, as many overseers of public roads as the court may 
from time to time deem necessary; and such overseer shail 
serve for one year, and shall be exempt from working on roads 
and performing military duty for the term of one year after his 
term of service expires. 

5. That when any road overseer shall be appointed it shall 
be the duty of the clerk to make out a copy of the record of his 
appointment within ten days thereafter and deliver the same 
to the Sheriff, whose duty it shall be to read the same to the 
_ said overseer or give him a written copy of the same, and to 
return the original with his return thereon endorsed into the 
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Clerks office, within twenty days after such Sheriff receives the 
same. 

6. That if any person refuse to act asQONct | when 
appointed or fail to perform his duty faithfully without 
reasonable excuse he shall be fined the sum of Fifty Dollars to 
be recovered before the circuit court by indictment with 
costs. 

7, Any person wilfully obstructing any public road, shall be 
fined for each offence the sum of 20 dollars; & for every day 
the obstruction shall continue the further sum of two Dollars 
to be recovered before the Circuit Court by indictment with 
costs. 

8, Upon the trial of all indictments under the two preceding 
sections, it shall be sufficient, if the indictment be against an 
overseer, to prove on the part of the prosecution by verbal 
testimony or otherwise, that the road is a public road, or used 
as a public road, that the defendant had been appointed 
overseer, or had acted as overseer of such road; and that he had 
refused to act, or had failed to perform his duty faithfully. 
And if against a person for obstructing a public road that the 
same was, or was used as a public road, and that the defendant 
had obstructed the same, and how. 

g. Such indictment if against an overseer, may be in the 
following form; and if there be no attorney to prosecute, may 
be drawn by the Clerk, or any one appointed by the court. 


Oregon In the circuit court 
County of of Term 18 


The grand Jurors for Oregon for the body of the County of 
upon their oath present that A.B. on the 


day of 18 at the County 
of aforesaid was overseer of a public road leading from 
to and that the said A.B. did 


then and there refuse to act as such overseer, or (as the case may 
be) did then & there fail to perform his duty faithfully as such 
overseer, as aforesaid, contrary to the form of the statute in 
such case made & provided, and against the peace and dignity 
of Oregon. 


th 
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Or, if for obstructing a public road as follows 


Oregon In the Circuit Court 
County of \ of Vern6 
The Grand Jurors for Oregon for the body of the County 
of aforesaid upon their oath present That 
e.bs-on: the day of 18 at 
the County of aforesaid did obstruct a public 
road leading from to by felling 


a tree, rolling logs drawing in rails, timbers or other 
obstructions, as the case may be, contrary to the form of the 
statute in such case made & provided and against the peace and 
dignity of Oregon. 

10. That if such indictment be defective it may be amended 
at any time without prejudice to the prosecution, and the same 
shall not fail for want of form. 

tr. It shall be the duty of the Circuit Court to appoint 
some Justice of the peace in each County to serve as alloting 
Justice for one year unless his Office of Justice shall sooner 
expire: whose duty it shall be, upon the application of an 
overseer to give to such overseer an allotment of hands, which 
allotment may be made by boundaries or by a list of names. It 
shall be the duty of the clerk to make out a copy of the record 
of such appointment and the Sheriff to serve the same in the 
same manner as in the case of overseers. 

12. New roads may from time to time be established and 
old roads changed, upon petition to the circuit court of the 
proper County signed by twelve or more householders, 
residents of the Country. Before the court shall act upon the 
same, the petitioners shall satisfy the court that they have given 
notice of the time and place when & where they will present 
said petition by four written or printed advertisements put up 
in four of the most public places in the County, one month 
previous to the sitting of the court. 

The Court at the same Session shal! hear evidence for & 
against the petition & shall establish or not establish the road 
in whole or in part as a public road in its discretion. 

13. When a new road shall be established, or an old road 


248 APPENDIX A 


changed, as in the preceding section, if the court deem it 
necessary, the court may appoint one or more reviewers who 
shall view out the route for said road and report at the next 
term of the court, when the court may annul said road, or 
change in a road or not, in its decretion. But if the court be 
satished from the evidence that the route is already well 
viewed out, the court shall appoint an overseer immediately 
and order said road or change in a road to be opened according 
to law. 

14. It shall be the duty of each overseer to notify and call 
out the hands, giving at least three days previous notice, and 
work on the roads as often as may be necessary: provided no 
person shall be compelled to work on roads more than six days 
in each year. 

15. In all cases where there shall be no Justice of the peace 
in the proper county to appoint as alloting Justice, the court 
may appoint any individual to perform the duties of alloting 
Justice. 

16. When any individual lable to work on roads shall fail 
to do without reasonable excuse when notified by the overseer, 
he may discharge himself by paying to the overseer before suit 
brought the sum of two Dollars per day for each day he shall 
have failed to work; and in case the person so failing to work, 
shall refuse to pay the same, when called upon by said overseer, 
it shall be the duty of such overseer to enter suit against such 
person before some Justice of the peace in his own name, or in 
the name of County, for the amount so remaining unpaid. 
Upon such trial neither the overseer nor the County shall be 
liable for costs if the suit fail, but the defendant shall pay costs, 
if judgement be given against him, & the overseer shall be a 
competent witness for the prosecution. 

17. All fines and penalties recovered under & by virtue of 
this act, shall be appropriated by the proper overseer to the 
improvement of the proper road, except as hereinafter provided. 


Article 2nd 


Sec, 1. That Thomas McKay, Jean Baptiste Dupaty dit 
McKay & Allan Davie are hereby appointed to view and mark 
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out a road from the Methodist Mission Mills the nearest and 
best route to the Wallamette Falls, and they report in part to 
Daniel Waldo, who is hereby appointed overseer of that part of 
said road within Champooic County, and in part to William 
Holmes who is hereby declared to be the overseer of that part 
of said road lying in Klackamas County. That said Waldo 
shall have all the hands south of the said Mission Mills & east 
of the road leading from the said Mills by Lachapell’s to the 
now [sic] crossing on Pudding River, and the said Holmes all 
the hands in Klackamas County. 

2. That Joseph R. Patterson, Joseph Barnetbe & 
M. Larocque be and they are hereby appointed to view and 
mark out a road from the Methodist Mission Mills down the 
now used waggon way, nearest the Wallamette River through 
the Wallace Prairie, crossing at the upper bridge between 
Barnetbe’s and Champagne’s place, thence to Champooic and 
from Champoocic to intersect the road from the Methodist 
Mission Mills to the Wallamette Falls, and that they report 
to Robert Newell, and Robert Newell be and he is hereby 
appointed overseer of said road, and shall have all the hands in 
Champooic County, except those alloted to D. Waldo. 

3. That Daniel Mathiews, R. Williams & J. S. Griffin be 
and they are hereby appointed to view out a route for a road 
leading from the point where the road from Linnton first strikes 
the Twalatine plains, up through Chehalem valley to the Falls 
of the Yam-Hill River; and that they proceed to view and 
mark out said road as easily as practicable & report to Daniel 
Lenox, who is hereby appointed overseer of said road, and 
who is hereby required to open the said road according 
to law, and authorized to call on all the hands in the 
Twalatine County, except those assigned to Wm. Beagle 
& Caleb Wilkins. 

4. That Hugh Burns be and he is hereby appointed overseer 
of that part of the road leading from the Wallamette Falls to 
the Twalatine plains lying between the Falls & the Bute and 
that all the hands at and within eight miles of the Wallamette 
Falls, & one the west side of the Wallamette River, be alloted 
to work on said part of said road. 
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5. That William Beagle, be and he is hereby appointed 
overseer of the road leading from Linnton to the Twalatine 
Plains, & that all the hands at Linnton and part of the hands 
in the Twalatine plains be assigned to said overseer. 

6. That Caleb Wilkins be and he is hereby appointed 
overseer of that part of the road leading from the Falls of the 
Wallamette to the Twalatine plains which lies between the 
Bute & said plains and that the hands in the Twalatine Plains 
be assigned to said part of said road. 

7. That the judge of the Circuit Court, Sheriff Clerk, 
Justice of the peace, the executive, Constables, and Members 
of the Executive Committee shall be exempt from working on 
roads while in Office. 

8. It shall be the duty of the Clerk and recorder as early as 
practicable to make out a copy of this act for, and deliver to each 
overseer, for which he shall receive the usual compensation, to 
be paid out of any funds the overseer may receive as fines or 
penalties under this act; & in case no fines or penalties be 
received during the year, then the clerk shall be paid out of 
the general Treasury, for which he may present his account 
to the next session of this House. 

And he shall also make out and give to each set of viewers 
one copy of the section of this act appointing them, and shall 
receive therefore the usual compensation to be paid out of the 
general ‘l’reasury. 

g. That all roads established under this act shall be public 
roads. 

Passed 24th June 1844 
-(sigd.) M. M. McCarver 
Speaker 


Las 
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(IV) McLOUGHLIN’S AND THE HUDSON’S BAY 
COMPANY'S RELATIONS WITH THE 
WILLAMETTE SETTLERS 


Correspondence regarding the Shortess Petition ! 


1 was informed on the 8th April 1843 by the following 
extract from Mr. Hastings (my Lawyer) letter to me that a 
petition had been got up against me to be forwarded to the 
Congress of the U.States. 


Oregon City 82h April 1843 


Dear SIR, 

I have now a remark to make in reference to a most novel 
and rediculous matter, about which you probably have heard 
nothing & of which I had not had even a hint until very 
recently; it is this; this Missionery Clan has recently got up 
and put in circulation a petition to the Congress of the U. 
States, the pretended object of which, is to have the U.States 
extend their jurisdiction over this Country, but Sir, to the 
astonishment of all honest men of Oregon, they have, in the 
most minute manner, set forth all manner of pretended 
grievances which they say they have received at the hands of 
yourself, and your Company: I must refer to a few of these 
complaints. 


1B. 223/b/31, fos. 16-19d. ‘This correspondence is in a clerk’s writing. 
Bancroft, History of Oregon, 1, 207, states that the Petition was framed by George 
Abernethy from notes furnished by Robert Shortess. Abernethy did not wish to 
have his own name connected with the petition for fear of the consequences to the 
secular business of the Mission, and to avoid this it was copied by Albert E. 
Wilson. The Petition, dated Willamette, Oregon Territory, March 25, 1843, 
is generally known as the Shortess Petition, taking its name from Robert Shortess, 
the first of the sixty-five signatories. See [U.S.] Senate Document No. 105, 2824 
Congress, 1st Session, “ Petition of a Number of Citizens of the Territory of 
Oregon praying The extension of the jurisdiction of the United States over that 
Territory. February 7, 1844. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed”. 
See also Holman, Dr. Fohn McLoughlin, pp. 1 16-19, 198-212. McLoughlin 
reported on the Shortess Petition in his letter to Simpson of April 12, 1843 


(D. 5/8). 
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Ist You opposed them in purchasing of Cattle. 2nd You 
measure your wheat with a measure which is too large. 3d 
You kick the half bushel 4th Club the half Bushel 5th 
When they erected a saw mill you erected one also to oppose 
them 6th You threaten that if they sell Lumber for 20 Dollars 
you will sell for 15$, if they sell for 15$ you will sell for 12$, 
if they sell for 12$ you will sell for 10$ &c. running it down 
to 2$$ stating also every thing in the most exaggerated and 
false light, in reference to this town, besides numerous other 
things which I have not space to enumerate & finally 
concluding by a general false assertion that you & your 
Company have always opposed all the interests of the Citizens 
& of the Country; how ungenerous, how exaggerated how 
false. What surprises me still more is that the names of many 
of the Citizens, otherwise respectable men, appear upon this 
petition & to my utter astonishment the names of some of my 
party that came through last Fall, but upon inquiry of them 
they are ready to affirm that they were imposed upon that the 
petition was presented to them as a petition to the U.States 
requesting them to extend their jurisdiction over this Country 
to enact Laws &c. for the government of the same behold this 
foul deception! The petition originated here at the Falls, 
during my stay here, whether it originated with him or with 
what particular one I do not know. Shortess set out yesterday 
post haste to overtake those persons who were going to the 
States in order to give them charge of the false & rediculous 
things. 

The Doctor White may have informed you in reference to 
the matter previous to the reception of this, he has been advised 
of it some time I presume I had heard nothing of it until the 
day before yesterday although it was in circulation in the same 
neighbourhood in which I was, yet it was kept in thus dark 
from me otherwise most certainly none of my party of last Fall 
would have signed it. Even now upon conversing with them 
I find they would not hesitate to sign a counter petition, the 
thing is most rediculous most scandalous, yet I will not take 
the liberty to suggest a course in advance to be pursued in the 
premises. 
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I suppose you can better judge of the probable succession 
which might attend a counter petition I can only speak for the 
party of last fall they I think to a man would sign a counter 
petition how it would be with others I cannot pretend to say. 


(Sd.) L. W. Hasrines 


L. W. Hastings Esqre. Vancouver 10th April 1843 


Dear Sir, 

Yours of the 8th inst. reached me yesterday evening. I 
had heard before of the petition but could not at first learn the 
purport, I was however afterwards told it was because I had 
committed aggressions on American Citizens & not being 
conscious of any thing of the Kind I remained silent in the 
expectation or rather certainty that in common fairness they 
would send me a Copy of the petition. 

Ist as to my opposing them in purchasing Cattle it is false, 
Mr. Lee knows well how false this is, every one knows who was 
then in the Country that so anxious was I to replenish the 
Country with Cattle, that I killed none till 1838 and would sell 
none because as I told them they would kill them & not allow 
them increase; but lent Cattle to every man who wanted to 
settle for which when they had them, I took wild cattle from 
Calefornia and of which fully one half died a short time after 
we got them. 

As to kicking or striking the half bushel it is the custom of 
that part of Canada where | have been; the measure is the 
imperial measure and which ought to contain 70 Ibs. of good 
wheat. Talking some time ago with Dr. White in case the 
Cooper might have made a mistake I had the half Bushel 
measure measured by an imperial copper } pint measure (sent 
here for the purpose) in the presence of Dr. White and though 
it was exactly the measure with water; yet I find filled with 
wheat it does not weigh 70 lbs. and as our wheat 1s as good as 
any I know I infer that the measure is smaller than it ought to 
be which is caused by the copper measure having been knocked 
a little on the side, is smaller than the size. The truth is when 
I was first asked the price of wheat I said 2/6 as I calculated the 
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Bushel to weigh 60 lbs. but finding on measuring it that it 
weighed 72 lbs. I told them without their asking it I would give 
them 3/ per Bushel. I thought my character as an honest man 
was beyond suspicion when I find out who those are who have 
cast these reflections on me I shall have no dealings with them 
as I will not deal with people who suspect my integrity; as to 
the reports, if they sold them boards 20$ p. M. I would sell 
them for 15$ and undersell them it is false and as to the 
Hudsons Bay Company and I opposing the interests of the 
Citizens; really, really, the Citizens are themselves the best 
judges if we did so or not & | am certain if they are so lost to a 
sense of what is due to truth as to make such an assertion it 1s 
useless for me to say anything, but I feel confident that I can 
easily prove it not so, and that a very large majority will support 
me in it: indeed to tell you the truth I am astonished that 
there should be one person in the Country to say such a thing 
of me, as to the petition considering the way in which it 
was got up their not sending me a copy and known as I think 
I am to the Community at this place, if the document went no 
further than this place I would be silent, but when I consider 
where it is to go & to whom it is to be presented, respect to 
them and to myself makes it my duty to take notice of it & if 
you are of that opinion I would thank you to take the measure 
you think most advisable which I presume would be by a 
meeting expressing their opinion on it or on the line of conduct 
I have pursued. 

Will you consider this & give me your opinion by return of 
messenger or in two or three days. 

Yours truly &c. 
(Sd.) J. McLovucuiin 


and on the 13th wrote to Mr. Shortess the supposed Author of 
the petition the following note 


Mr. Shortess Vancouver 13th April 1844 


SIRs 
_ Tam informed that you have circulated a petition for 
signatures complaining of me and of the Hudsons Bay 
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Company; I hope you will in common fairness give me a copy 
of the petition with the names of those who signed it, affixed to 
it that I may know what is said against us and who those are 
who think they have cause of complaint against us. 
Iai Orc. GEC: 

(Sd.) Jonn McLovucuuin 
Supdt. H.B. Company’s affairs 

west of Rocky Mountains 


and received the following Answer 
Dr. J. McLoughlin Wallamette Falls 14h April 1843 


SIR, 

Your note of 13th Instant came to hand a few hours 
since, and in reply I would state that your information with 
regard to the circulation of a petition to the Congress of the 
U.States is correct as far as you stated it. Your hope that I 
will send a copy, with the Signers names, I am sorry to say 
cannot be complied with as the document and Signatures 
belong to the Signers & I have no right to make use of either 
without the consent of all concerned. 

Very respectfully &c. 
(Sd.) R. SHorRTEss 


I then sent the following note to Mr. Shortess 
Mr. Shortess Vancouver 21st April 1843 


SIR, 

Yours of the 14th Inst. reached me only today and in 
reply I beg to state that 1 am informed the petition you 
circulated for signature was drawn out by yourself and surely if 
it is so you are the proprietor and have certainly a right to give 
a copy without the names at least & I think in common fairness 
I must again say I am entitled to the names of those who 
signed the petition so as I might be better able to vindicate my 
conduct, however if people who have signed do not wish to give 
their names of course I cannot oblige them but I hope that you 
at least will have no objection to give me a copy of the petition. 

Your humble Servt. &c. 
(Sd.) Joun McLovucu iin 


256 APPENDIX A 


I received the following answer 


Dr. McLoughlin  Wallamette Falls 24th uly [sic] 1843 
C.F. HB Comp 7: : 


SIR, 

Yours of the 21st Inst. was received this afternoon & as 
I had in note of 14th Instant stated that I was not authorized 
to give a copy of the memorials or the names of the signers [ 
was mortified at finding a renewal of your request for the 
Document: by what process of reasoning you have come to the 
conclusion that the drawer of a memorial has a right to dispose 
of it without the consent of the signers is to me inexplicable, 
perhaps the person who has given you the information 
mentioned in your notes can give that which you seem so 
anxious to obtain. 

Yours respectfully 
(Sd.) R. SHorrTEss 


Tue Times—15 Dec. 1843? 


Ture Orecon TeErritory.—We have had the pleasure of 


conversing with Mr. William Sutton, a resident of the Oregon © 


territory, and who left the settlement at Wallamet Falls about 
the middle of May. He was three months in reaching the 
settlements on the Missouri; and was the bearer of a petition 
and other papers to the American Government from the 
residents of the Oregon territory, asking the Government to 
extend the laws and jurisdiction of the republic over that 
interesting territory. These papers were committed to the 
charge of Senator Linn, whose recent death is so universally 
regretted by his countrymen. Mr. Sutton met the caravan of 
emigrants on the route, which has before been noticed by us, 
as also two smaller parties, bound for the Oregon. He spoke of 
the settlement as prosperous, healthy; that the soil, although 
not equal in fertility to ours, yet produces sure crops of wheat, 
barley, and oats. Emigrants with moderate expectations, 


1 A.1r1/sr. Cutting from the London Times, enclosure to McLoughlin to 
Governor and Committee, July 19, 1845. See p. 87. 
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industrious, frugal and moral, are likely to do well. No money 
in circulation, but trade is by barter—no law for the collection 
of debts, but debts always paid. A town is growing up at the 
falls of Wallamet. Dr. M’Laughlin, the British commander 
of Fort Vancouvre, claims the site by right of discovery, or 
having established a post there some years since. He has laid 
out a town, and 1s now selling lots, giving deeds, &c. He 
warns American citizens not to interfere with his claims. The 
American settlers are very much perplexed by his interference 
on the south side of the river. The Wallamet furnishes an 
immense water power suitable for machinery. Two grist and 
saw-mills are by this time built at that place—one owned by 
Dr. M’Laughlin, who by means of his great wealth is 
determined to break down the American owners of the other 
mills. The settlers are patient, expecting the United States to 
protect the rights of her citizens in her own territory. Wheat, 
which is the principal crop raised for sale, is worth 80. per 
bushel at Fort Vancouvre. This price is not paid in money, 
but in goods, at a low rate. Money will not purchase goods as 
low by 20 per cent. as wheat or beaver skins. Mr. Sutton is so 
well satisfied with the country, that he designs to return and 
spend his days there. If emigrants should continue to pass 
into the Oregon for a few years as rapidly as they have the 
present year, the people will soon be able to protect themselves 
from the rapacity of the British Hudson’s Bay and North 
Western Fur Company. The settlement has now a military 
company, well commanded.—Springfield (Illinois) Fournal. 


F, Vancouver 6h Fany. 1845} 
John McLoughlin to 
Robert C. Wyllie Esqre. 


Dear Sir 
I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your 
esteemed favour of 16th Sept. p. the Chanamus with the 


'A.11/51. Enclosure to letter from McLoughlin to Pelly, January 6, 
1845. Seep. 68. ‘This copy letter is endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “ Jno. 
McLoughlin Jany. 6/45 to R. C. Wyllie”. 

R 
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accompanying newspapers for which please to accept my 
thanks—Since I had the pleasure to address you I believe about 
a thousand Immigrants have arrived from the States and when 
the Legislature met in December it passed a Law to repeal an 
act passed in June by which they repealed the Law which 
limitted them to the South side of the Columbia and they now 
extend their claim to Latitude 54 North But of course we will 
not admit of their exercising any authority over the affairs of 
the Hudsons Bay Company a new Election is to take place 
in april for members of the Legislature and the Electors are to 
consider if the time is come to call a convention to form a 
constitution and I am of opinion though it is difficult to say 
what may happen that when they do so they will declare 
themselves a part of the United States a large part of the 
Immegrants come this season intend in the Spring to proceed 
to Calefornia where they expect to be joined by large numbers 
from the States and I would not be surprised to find that in 
two or three years they have possession of Calefornia from St. 
Francisco to 42 North—I am much obliged to you for the 
Newspapers you had the kindness to send me and | am sorry 
to see that Mr. French has been extremely ill used Indeed 
such was my opinion as soon as I heard of Greenway’s conduct; 
as to the coal found on Vancouver’s Island some of the crew of 
the steamer who are here tell me the coal on Vancouver’s 
Island will not answer for Steam—I will make further enquiry 
when our steamer returns from the North West Coast and let 
you know 
Iam 
Dear Sir, 
yours truly 
(Sd.) Joun McLovucuiin 
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Fort Vancouver, Columbia River 
24th March 18451 


John McLoughlin to 
William Miller Esqre. 
Her Britanic Majesty’s Consul General 


SIR 

I take the liberty of forwarding for your information, 
copies of certain documents, which on a recent occasion | 
found it necessary to address to the Citizens and Executive 
Committee of Oregon, informing them of a trespass lately 
committed by “ Henry Williamson ” an American Citizen on 
the premises of the Hudson’s Bay Company at this place. The 
better to explain the object of these documents, I have 
incorporated them with a narrative of the events which induced 
me to address the Executive Committee, and I now transmit 
them, for the purpose of giving correct information to the 
nearest Officer of the British Government, on a subject 
which may be represented in the false or exaggerated 
reports that may find their way abroad to the prejudice 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and at the same time I 
am most anxious that you should have the means of 
knowing our real situation, and the difficulties into which 
we may possibly be, most reluctantly, involved, in defending 
the rights guaranteed to the Hudson’s Bay Company, by 
our Government. 

The circumstances which led to the issue of these documents 
are as follows. On the 15th day of February last “‘ Henry 
Williamson ’”’ with two or three other American Citizens 
visited this place, and we afterwards discovered they had 
erected a few logs of wood in the form of a hut, and written the 
Notice which follows upon an adjoining tree, within a short 
distance of this Establishment 


1B. 223/b/33, fos. 40-6. A. 8/3, fo. 1gd., contains a letter from Pelly to 
Aberdeen, February 13, 1846, enclosing a copy of McLoughlin’s letter to Miller 
of March 24, 1845. 
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“Feby 15th 1845 


Meddle not with this house or claim 
For under is the Master’s name 
Henry Williamson iG 
“ Henry Williamson 
This House and claim 
Feby. 1845 
I have this day selected this claim in compliance with - 


On finding these proofs of such unwarrantable intrusion, on 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s premises, some days after it had 
been made, and the intruders had left the place, I got the tree 
cut down on which the notice was posted, and the logs of the 
hut removed, with the view equally of showing the community 
that we considered the act as a trespass, and to avoid future 
difficulties with the persons who had acted in so unjustifiable a 
_ manner. ; 

On the roth of the present month, the said Henry 
Williamson again made his appearance on our premises, 
accompanied by a surveyor and several other persons, for the 
purpose as he said of marking out a claim, one mile square, and 
laying out building lots on the place already mentioned. 

Having instant intelligence of his arrival and proceedings, I 
dispatched Mr. Lewis one of our Gentlemen, to ask what they 
intended doing on our premises, in order to ascertain their 
intentions before any means were taken to eject them. Mr. 
Lewis proceeded to the spot, found them surveying, and was 
informed by Henry Williamson that he intended to take a 
claim there. Mr. Lewis had scarcely returned with their 
answer, when Williamson himself called upon me, in company 
of several of his associates. He said that he had come to inquire 
why the hut he had made on our premises, had been disturbed 
in his absence. 

I told him it had been removed by my orders, and that I 
would prevent him or any other person from building on the 
premises of the Hudson’s Bay Company; that Fort Vancouver 
being a British Settlement, whoever came within its precincts 
must submit to the laws and established usages of the place, 
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and these gave me authority to protect the Company’s rights 
and to discourage every course which might tend to disturb the 
peace of the Settlement. 

I was also at some pains to explain to him the nature and 
grounds of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s rights in this 
Country, by which they are entitled to the occupation of as 
much land as their business operations requires. That the 
Hudson’s Bay Company had formed their Settlements in this 
Country, under the sanction of a licence from the British 
Government, granted conformably to the provisions of a Treaty 
entered into with the United States of America, which implies 
a right to occupy a portion of land sufficient for the operations 
of their business. That they did occupy such a tract of land, 
of very moderate extent, insufficient even for pasturing the 
cattle and other stock necessary for the support of their 
people. 

Such arguments however, appeared to have no effect upon 
Williamson, he said he was determined to persist in his design 
of building upon the Hudson’s Bay Company’s premises, and 
that he was perfectly fearless about the consequences. He then 
enquired if he would be allowed to build a hut and make a 
clearance on the Company’s premises, in order to give him a 
pre-emption claim after the settlement of the Boundary 
Question.. I told him in reply that we had no discretionary 
power in such matters, and could not allow of any such 
proceeding; that if he attempted to build on the Company’s 
premises, we would immediately issue a warrant for his 
removal. 

These are the only material points discussed in course of 
his interview with me, and he left me with a seeming 
determination to go on with his design of building a house on 
the place mentioned. He appears however to have been 
shaken in his resolution afterwards, as he went away the 
following morning, without putting us to the disagreeable 
necessity of a resort to strong measures. 

I consider it exceedingly fortunate that Dr. White, the 
United States Agent, the Revd. Mr. Hines, Mr. Pettygrove, 
and several other American Gentlemen, chanced to be here 
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on business, and were present during Williamson’s interview 
with me, as they heard every thing that passed on the occasion, 
and will I have no doubt report the same correctly to their 
countrymen in Wallamette. They also very freely condemned 
Mr. Williamson’s proceedings, and the expression of their 
sentiments had no doubt considerable influence in causing 
Williamson for the time being to withdraw. 

Before we knew of Williamson’s departure, it was suggested 
to me by Mr. Pettygrove one of the American gentlemen 
present, that it would be well to give notice to the Executive 
Committee of Oregon, before proceeding to any forcible act 
against Williamson, in order to prepare them for the measure 
and to guard against misrepresentations, and they might 
possibly feel justified in taking measures to remove all 
American Citizens who attempted to give us annoyance. 

As such a course would also indicate an anxiety on our part 
to avoid every cause of collision with American Citizens, and 
be an evidence of the desire we sincerely entertained of 
cultivating a good understanding and promoting good feeling 
on both sides, and as moreover it could not be construed into 
an acknowledgement of a foreign jurisdiction, nor seemed in 
any way inconsistent with our duties as British subjects, being 
merely intended as an act of courtesy, I addressed the following 
to the Executive Committee 


Vancouver 11th March 1845 
To William Bailey | 
Osborne Russel 


P. GG, stuact | 


GENTLEMEN 

I am sorry. to inform you that Mr. Williamson is 
surveying a piece of land occupied by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, alongside of this Establishment, with a view of 
taking it as a claim, and as he is an American Citizen, I feel 
bound as a matter of courtesy, to make the same known to you, 
trusting that you will feel justified in taking measures to have 
him removed from the Hudson’s Bay Company’s premises, in 
order that the unanimity now happily subsisting between 


| Esqrs. Ex. Comee. of Oregon 


) 
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the American Citizens and British subjects, residing in the 
Country, may not be disturbed or interrupted, and I beg to 
enclose you a Copy of an Address to the Citizens of Oregon, 
which will explain to you our situation, and the course we are 
bound to pursue in the event of your declining to interfere. 
I am Gentlemen &c &c 
(Sd.) Joun McLoucuiin 


The Address to the Citizens of Oregon referred to in the above 
letter was as follows 


To The Citizens of Oregon Vancouver 11th March 1845 


GENTLEMEN 

We take the liberty of informing you that a person 
named “‘ Henry Williamson ” some time about the I sth day 
of February this year, took the liberty of erecting on the 
premises of the Hudson’s Bay Company a few logs in the form 
of a hut, and wrote a Notice upon an adjoining tree that he had 
taken a section of land there. This was done without our 
knowledge or consent, within a few hundred yards of a house 
occupied by one of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Servants, 
and within the limits of their improvements. As soon as we 
were informed of this proceeding, we had the tree cut down and 
the logs removed, in order to prevent any future difficulty, 
with the person who had in a manner so unjustifiable, intruded 
on the Hudson’s Bay Company’s premises. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company made their Settlement at Fort 
Vancouver under the authority of a licence from the British 
Government, in conformity with the provisions of a Treaty 
between Great Britain and the United States of America, which 
gives them the right of occupying as much land as they require 
for the operations of their business. 

On the faith of that Treaty, they have made a Settlement on 
the North Bank of the Columbia River, they have opened roads 
and made other improvements at a great outlay of capital. 

They have held unmolested possession of these 
improvements for many years, unquestioned by the public 
officers of either Government, who have since the existence of 
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their Settlement repeatedly visited it; they have carried on 
business with manifest advantage to the Country; they have 
given the protection of their influence over the Native Tribes 
to every person who required it, without distinction of Nation 
or Party; and they have afforded every assistance in their 
power towards developing the resources of the Country, and 
promoting the industry of its inhabitants. 

The tract of land they occupy on the North Bank of the 
Columbia River is indispensable to them as a range for their 
flocks and herds, but otherwise of little value, being in part 
inundated every Summer, and in part unimproveable forest 
land. 

Occupying the said tract of land by the authority of law, and 
under the protection of the British Government, they cannot 
submit to the infringement of rights so acquired, and we, as _ 
their Representatives, are bound to use every means sanctioned 
by the laws which govern us against all trespassers on their 
premises, until otherwise directed by orders emanating from 

the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
_ Permit us to assure you, Gentlemen, that it is our earnest 
wish to maintain a good understanding, and to live on friendly 
terms with every person in the Country. We entertain every 
respect for the Provisional Organization, and knowing the 
good it has effected, as well as the evils it has prevented, we 
wish it every success; and hope as we desire to continue to live 
in the exercise and interchange of good offices with the framers 
of that useful institution. 

The advantage of peace & harmony, of the support and 
maintenance of established rights, must be as evident to every 
member of the community, as the evils flowing from a state of 
lawless misrule. 

With these considerations before us, we feel confident that 
every person who desires the well being of the Country, who 
wishes to see it prosperous and flourishing, will unite in putting 
down every course which may have a tendency to disturb the 
public peace; and in promoting by every means in their power, 
the cause of justice, obedience to the laws, and mutual 
accommodation. 
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With a fervent prayer to the divine Bestower of all good, 
for the happiness and prosperity of every individual in the 
country 

We have the honor to be 
Gentlemen 
Your obt. servants 
(Sd.) Joun McLovucuiin 


James Dovuctas 


The preceding Letter and address I enclosed to Francis 
Ermatinger Esqre. Chief Trader in Service of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, residing at the Wallamette Falls, for delivery 
to the parties, and forwarded instructions to that Gentleman 
to send the bearers of the letter back, with or without an 
answer, after giving the executive Committee sufficient time 
to deliberate on the course they meant to pursue, as in case of 
their declining to act, we would deem it necessary to act with 
our Own means. 

On finding however that Williamson and his party had for 
the time withdrawn from the place, I addressed the following 
note to the Executive Committee: 


Vancouver 12th March 1845 
To William Baillie 
Osborne Russel Esqres. Ex. Comtee. of Oregon 
P. G. Stuart 


GENTLEMEN 

It affords me great pleasure to inform you, that | 
understand Mr. Williamson has very properly, on reflection, 
desisted from his operations, and it is not therefore necessary 
for you to take any measures; at the same time I take the 
liberty to forward you the accompanying documents, that you 
may know what has taken place, and how we are situated 
Iam Gentleman &c &c 

(sd.) Joun McLovucu iin 


The reply of the Executive Committee, we are happy to say 
was dictated in the most friendly terms, being as follows: 
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Oregon City 215¢ March 1845 
To John McLoughlin Esquire 


SIR 

We beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters, one dated March 11th, and the other March rath, 
accompanied with an Address to the citizens of Oregon. 

We regret to hear that unwarrantable liberties have been 
taken, by an American Citizen, upon the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s premises, and it affords us great pleasure to learn, 
that the offender, after due reflection, desisted from the insolent 
and rash measure. 

As American Citizens, we beg leave to offer you and your 
much esteemed colleague, our most grateful thanks, for the 
kind and candid manner in which you have treated this 
matter, as we are aware than an infringement of the rights of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, in this Country, by an American 
citizen, is a breach of the laws of the United States: by setting 
at nought her most solemn treaties with Great Britain. 

As Representatives of the citizens of Oregon, we beg your 
acceptance of our sincere acknowledgement of the obligations 
we are under to yourself and your honorable associate, for the 
high regard you have manifested for the authorities of our 
Provisional Government, and the special anxiety you have ever 
shewn for our peace and prosperity. And we assure you that 
we consider ourselves, in duty bound, to use every exertion in 
our power, to put down every cause of disturbance, as well as to 
promote the amicable intercourse and kind feelings, hitherto 
existing, between ourselves and the Gentlemen of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, until the United States shall’ extend their 
jurisdiction over us, and our authority ceases to exist. 

We have the honor to be 
Dir 
Your most obedient Servants 
(sd.) OsBornE RusseEL 
w(sd.)) bo Ga STU ARE 


Ex. Committee of Oregon 
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The day after Williamson’s departure, we saw the marks of 
a surveyor’s chain, upon the sand, and found written on a tree 
“Henry Williamson’s ” claim, which we had hewn off, to 
shew that we did not acknowledge his act. 

As it has been asserted by Gentlemen of high character, in 
the Senate of the United States, that the Hudson’s Bay 
Company had opposed the Settlement of American Citizens, 
on the North Bank of the Columbia River, I beg to inform you 
that there is not even a shadow of truth in the report. The 
Hudson’s Bay Company has opposed the entrance of no Settler 
into any part of the Country, except within the limits of their 
improvements. 

These improvements we conceive we are bound to protect 
against all intruders, equally from a sense of duty to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, and from our duties as British 
subjects, to the Government under which we live One 
concession of any legal right, received from Government, 
would be a virtual denial of its power to grant such rights, and 
compromise British rights so far as our acts would invalidate 
them. 

And even were we to wave the point of right on the principle 
of expediency alone, we would feel justified in ejecting 
intruders, for if one person be allowed to settle upon the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s premises, any other person may 
take the same liberty and no part of our establishment will be 
secure from insult and trespass, and we would become involved 
in endless difficulties. The Hudson’s Bay Company moreover 
occupy only two stations, (Fort Vancouver and Fort George), 
on the banks of the Columbia River, and neither of these 
places possesses any value, beyond what our presence and 
improvements has given them, while all the rest of the country 
remains open to any parties who may choose to settle upon it. 
I mention this fact to show you that there is no foundation 
in the statement that has been often, most unjustly, made in 
the United States, that the Hudson’s Bay company have 
taken possession of all the most valuable situations in the 
country. 

The facts herein detailed, are communicated merely for 
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your own private information, having already written fully on 
the subject to the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, who will lay the same before her Majesty’s 
Ministers, if they think proper, and I would also take the 
liberty of recommending, in the strongest terms, the propriety 
of a Government Vessel being sent to this River, for the 
protection of British Interests, in course of this and every 
future season, until the question of Boundary, between the two 
Governments, be finally adjusted. 
I have the honor to be 
Sir 
Your most obt. Servant 


(sd.) Joun McLoucuiin 
P.S. I take the liberty to enclose with this 


No. 1 a copy of my letter dated 10th August 1828+ to the 
Governor and Committee Hudson’s Bay Company containing 
a narrative of the murder of fifteen of Mr. Jedediah Smith’s 
men; this Mr. Smith was leader of an American trapping 

arty. 
: no 2 Remarks upon Mr. Cushings report from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which was referred a message 
from the president of the United States, together with a 
Resolution of the House in relation to the territory of the 
United States beyond the Rocky Mountains. 

No. 3 Extract from my letter of 15th November 1843? in 
regard to Capt. Spaulding’s letter, published in the report of 
U.S. Congress of 1843. 

As to Mr. Benton’s speech in Congress of the United 
States, that the Hudsons Bay Company either by their servants 
or by the Indians over whom they had influence caused the 
murder of five hundred of their Citizens, and repeated in the 
same place by Mr. Buchanan, I beg merely to assure you there 
is not the least shadow of truth for so foul an aspersion and that 
on the reverse we have done our utmost to prevent any 


1 See H.B.S., IV, 68-70. 
* McLoughlin made a few introductory remarks for No. 3 and then added 
copies of the dispatches printed in H.B.8., VI, 111-19. 
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American Citizen being hurt by Indians; and to assist and 


help all those whose situation and circumstances required it; 
(sd.) Joun McLovucutin 


[ Enclosure |+ 


Remarks upon Mr. Cushing’s Report ? from the Committee on 
foreign Affairs to which was referred a message from the 
President of the United States, together with a resolution of 
the House in relation to the Territory of the United States 
beyond the Rocky Mountains 


Mr. Wyeth page 20 states, ‘‘ There has never been any 
successful trade in this Country by the Americans, and it is 
only by trapping that they have been able to make any use of it, 
and in this, they are much annoyed by the English Traders 
who follow them with goods, and do not scruple to Trade Furs 
from hired men, who they are well aware do not own them. 
I do not wish to charge this dishonest practice on them alone, 


1B. 223/b/33, fos. 51d.—62d. 

21U.S.] House of Representatives, Report No. 101, 254k Congress, 3rd Session, 
“Territory of Oregon”, February 16, 1839. Caleb Cushing was chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. A resolution was submitted to this Committee 
“ to inquire into the expediency of establishing a post on the River Columbia, for 
the defence and occupation of the territory of the United States watered by said 
river, the extent of the country claimed by the United States west of the Rocky 
Mountains, the title under which it is claimed, with its correctness, the extent of 
sea-coast and number of harbors, the nature of the soil, climate and productions, 
the expense of establishing one or more forts, what ships and what soldiers and 
sailors would be required ”’, and all questions concerning occupation. (Cited 
from Bancroft, History of Oregon, 1, 372-3). Although the Committee’s report 
was adverse to establishing a territorial government, it was accompanied by 
communications from the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy giving 
estimated expenses; by Jason Lee’s memorial to Congress dated March 16, 
1838, and his letter to Cushing dated January 17, 1839; by N. J. Wyeth’s 
memoir on the country, including remarks on the Hudson’s Bay Company and the 
fur trade; by a letter from the secretary of the Oregon Provisional Emigration 
Society to Cushing dated January 6, 1839, together with a copy of the constitution 
of the Society; by W. A. Slacum’s report to John Forsyth dated March 26, 
1837, and by H. J. Kelley’s memoir of his expedition to California and Oregon 
dated December 27, 1830- 
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nor do I know that they began it for it is common to both 
parties against the other.” 

I do not know that our people Act as Mr. Wyeth mentions 
& I assert I gave them orders to trade furs from no man who 
was equipped by other Traders and to allow no freeman 
indebted to other Traders to join our party unless we paid 
that Freemans debt, still our Officers may have done as Mr. 
Wyeth states, tho’ I do not know so. But if they have, it is 
because it was always done to them by the American Traders. 
But when Mr. Wyeth says he does not know who began this 
vile practice, he must not be aware that in 1825, General 
Ashley, the leader of the first American Party who fell in with 
our people, traded the hunts of 38 of our hunters, who deserted 
to him, with their furs; whom he General Ashley cannot but 
have known, were engaged to us, had been equiped by us, and 
were in our debt. 

It is true as Mr. Wyeth states Page 21 that in 1833, 34, 35, 
and 36, Mr. Ermatinger contrary to his instructions, 
accompanied the Flat head Indians to the East side of the 
Mountains, south of 49. These Indians trade at the Flat head 
Post west of the Mountains in these years as the Country was 
over-run by American Parties, to secure our Customers. I 
sent Mr. Ermatinger with them who was obliged to accompany 
them to the east side of the mountains, as a small party of four 
or five men as Mr. Ermatingers was in a Country so over 
run with hostile Tribes, is as Mr. Wyeth knows, at the mercy 
of the Indian Tribe, with whom he i is, and he must accompany 
them when they go; and if I am not very much mistaken in 
1833 Mr. Ermatinger induced these Indians to go farther 
south than they intended in order to facilitate my friend Mr. 
Wyeth’s getting to the American Rendezvous. 

As Mr. Slacum states, he came in the Brig Lariat Captain 
Bancroft. But he never gave me to understand that he came in 
the service of the United States but that he had hired the Vessel | 
to bring him here in the expectation of meeting some gentleman 
who were to have .come across the Country. I think he 
mentioned Mr. Featherstowhaugh, and the Honble. Mr. 
Murray attached to the British Embassy at Washington; 
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however it appeared strange to me that any gentleman merely 
for the sake of pleasure should come in such a poorly equipped 
Vessel as the Lariat, and in her cross the bar of the Columbia 
River in winter and expressed my surprise to our Officers and 
told them, I supposed Mr. Slacum was an agent of the UW. 
States Government. 

Page 30 and 32 he writes “" Soon after the departure of the 
United States Ship Consario Captain Biddle, the buildings at 
Fort George were destroyed by fire. It is said the act was 
committed by Indians.” 

Mr. Slackum is misinformed as to the date of the destruction 
of Fort George. We left in spring 1825. When the Indians 
took possession of it and in 1826 and 27 pulled it down and 
burnt it, but what does Mr. Slackum mean by his expression— 
“it is said ’—but to cast reflections on us. 

Page 34 he writes ‘‘ The policy of the Company is calculated 
to perpetuate the Institution of Slavery which now exists, and 
is encouraged among all Indian Tribes West of the Rocky 
Mountains”. It is incorrect that we encourage Slavery and 
on the reverse we avail ourselves of every opportunity to 
discourage it. Tho’ we cannot prevent Indians having Slaves 
We tell the Masters it is very improper to keep their fellow 
beings in Slavery: moreover we have redeemed several and 
sent them back to their own Country this very season. Some 
Indians of this vicinity had captured two families in the 
Willamette or as they express themselves made slaves of them. 
By our influence they were liberated but strange as it may 
appear there are instances in which the slave will not return to 
their lands and without laying claim to doing more than our 
duty we can say that our influence has vastly ameliorated the 
situation of the slaves in every part of this Country, in which 
we have been. If the plan we adopt is followed they will before 
long emancipate themselves. In the same Page he states, 
“ since 1828 a party of forty or fifty trappers (Canadians) with 
their women slaves &c generally amounting to 150 or 200 
persons and 300 Horses go out from Vancouver towards the 
south as far as 40 deg. North Lat. These parties search every 
stream and take every Beaver Skin they find regardless of the 
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destruction of the young animals. Excesses too are 
unquestionably committed by these hunting parties on the 
Indians and every small american party save one that has 
passed thro’ the same country has met defeat and death. The 
parties being much smaller than those of the Hudsons Bay 
Company, the Indians attack them with success, and the 
Americans hesitate not to charge the subordinate Agents of the 
Hudsons Bay Company with instigating the Indians to attack 
all other parties ”’. 

The first Party headed by an American Leader which passed 
through the Country between this and California was a party of 
18 men in 1828 with a band of Horses headed by the late 
Capt. Jedidiah Smith, who when he came to the entrance of the 
Umqua River took two men in a canoe to ascend it, in search 
of a place to pass his Horses and left the remaining 16 men. 
But during his absence his men neglected his orders, allowed 
the Indians to enter the Camp, who rose on Smith’s people 
murdered fifteen, the other escaped from them and made his 
way to this place after enduring the greatest hardships & 
misery, at last he fell in with Indians on the coast in the 
Killimaux County (South of Cape Lookout) who brought him 
here, and as a party of our people were starting to go in search 
of Smith, he & his two men arrived. And as soon as I could 
I sent a party of our People who spent a month in travelling 
through that Country to make the Indians give up all Mr. 
Smith property in their possession. And for doing which and 
the derangement it caused to our business we never charged 
him one farthing. And if we did not do more; it was because 
Smiths people had behaved ill, in the first place they had only 
one Axe in the party and through carelessness they allowed the 
Indians to steal it, and to recover which they seized on the 
Chief and tied him! As Mr. Smith was leaving the Camp he 
cautioned them to be on their guard and allow no Indians to 
come into the Camp, the Indians were allowed to come into it 
who availed themselves of the opportunity to massacre Smith 
People, of whom only one as I already stated escaped. On Mr. 
Smiths return, at a small distance from his Camp he and his 
people narrowly escaped being murdered by the Indians, as 
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mentioned in mine of roth August 1828, Copy of which No. 2 
J send with this. 

It is true as Mr. Slacum states that the Indians in that 
quarter attack other parties, but they also attack ours, and if 
our parties do not suffer as the others, It is because ours are 
better organized and better arranged. I say the others, for 
although always led by an American, their men are mostly 
English Irish and Scotch Sailors whom they pick up in 
California and it is impossible with these men to keep that 
discipline which it is absolutely necessary to observe in passing 
through a Country infested with bands of hostile Indians. 
And when such facts as these are well known to all the 
Americans about this place I am quite astonished that there 
could be any found who as Mr. Slacum states hesitates not to 
charge the subordinate Agents of the Hudsons Bay Company 
with instigating the Indians to attack all other parties, and | am 
quite surprised Mr. Slacum did not make enquiry of some of 
the respectable persons among the Americans: when | am 
certain he would have been convinced that such assertions were 
false and of course calumnious as you see by the Revd. Jason 
Lee letter that he never heard of such a report, and he came 
here in 1834 and was here at the time Mr. Slacum was here. 

Page 35 “Dr. McLoughlin, the Chief Factor of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company with all the gravity imaginable 
informed me. The Indians to this day believe that Domenes 
of the Boston Ship brought the fever to the River.” 

It is true I did say so to Mr. Slacum but it was merely to 
point out their suspicious dispositions and when he says “ how 
easy was it for the Hudsons Bay Company’s Agents to make 
the Indians believe this absurdity for reasons too ‘ obvious’ ”’ 
To such an insinuation I will make no reply: but ask Is there 
an Indian who told any one that he told any of the Hudsons 
Bay Company that he supposed Capt. Damenes had brought 
or as they say, given them the fever and that Officer had not 
laughed in his face at his credulity and told him, Captain 
Demenes never brought the fever among them, it will be then 
time for me to answer Mr. Slacum’s very illiberal insinuations 
and which amounts to a criminal accusation when he states, 

s 
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How easy was it for the Hudsons Bay Company’s Agents to 
make Indians believe this absurdity, for reasons too the most 
obvious. But far from acting in this manner, as we knew in 
the state their minds were in consequence of the death of their 
relations, that if this impression remained on their minds, 
they might murder the first American who came in their way. 
We made it a point to maintain that Domenes did not give them 
the fever and if we had not done so and remained only silent, 
perhaps Mr. Slacum would have met his death at the first 
Indian village he visited in this River. In the same Page he 
writes 

“The Revd. Jason Lee told me that Dr. McLoughlin had 
informed him that the principal Chief of the Wallamette 
Tribe proposed to cut off the Owhyhee doubtless thinking it 
would prove agreeable to the Hudsons Bay Company. Dr. 
McLoughlin of course forbid the measure.” 

It is true that we found out that the Indians were forming a 
plan to take the convoy (not the Owhyhee as stated) which was 
at that time aground at the foot of the Willamette Falls, and as 
I knew if I told Captain Thompson and he spoke to the 
Indians about it, they would deny it, and he would perhaps 
suppose I meant to impose on his credulity, and as I could 
defeat the plan of the Indians without letting Captain 
Thompson know it, I did so and allowed Captain Thompson to 
leave this River without mentioning what I had done and I did 
not expect my mentioning a fact of this kind to the Revd. Mr. 
Lee could expose me to the insinuations Mr. Slacum means to 
convey when he remarks Dr. McLoughlin of course forbid the 
measure. 

As to the assertion Page 35 ‘“‘ The Indians are taught to 
believe that no Vessel but the Company Ships are allowed to 
trade im: the River. 

We are not such fools as to tell such stories to the Indians 
as the fact that several American Vessels have been here to 
trade would at once convince the Indians, that we said what 
was not true, make us pass for Liars & lower us in their 
estimation. 


And in regard to what he states, Mr. Chief Trader John 
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McLeod asserted D—n the skin shall Made. Perend sell to 
cross the Bar of the River of the Columbia. 

The fact is, it is Made. Perreault the wife of one of our 
Trappers, whom Mr. McLeod must have mentioned as there 
is no person of the name of Perend here and if he used the 
expression (he is not here as you know but in England therefore 
I cannot question him) he only meant that as Perreault was 
equipped by us to hunt and assisted with the loan of Traps the 
Skins Madame Perreault had must be ours, and consequently 
she could not sell them to others. 

Page 36. ‘‘ As long as the Hudsons Bay Company permit 
their servants to hold slaves the Institution of slavery will be 
perpetuated.” 

You know your honors have sent us Instructions positively 
to prohibit any of the Companys servants having slaves, and 
prior to the receipt of your instructions my predecessors had 
opposed it, and one of them J. Dugald Cameron Esq. had 
emancipated the Slaves of the wives of the Servants, and sent 
them away from the place, but though he did this with a view 
to ameliorate their situation it proved the reverse as the servants 
wives made a present of them to their Indian Relations, who 
forced them to become their Slaves by whom they were treated 
worse than they could have been if they had been with their 
former mistresses at the Fort, as for me seeing what had 
occured, I did not make the Servants Wives send their slaves 
away but availed myself of every opportunity to make them 
work, & pay them as other Indians. The consequence is, that 
our ploughing & harrowing is principally done by Indians and 
several of these Indians have claimed their liberty, in which I 
support them by doing which, I commit no wrong, as they have 
been all told. We disapprove of any one having Slaves and 
consider every one about the Establishment as free. 

And again “ Whilst the Hudsons Bay Company find it to 
their interest to encourage their servants, to intermarry or live 
with the native women ”’ 

If Mr. Slacum knew more of the subject on which he writes 
he would know that we do all we can to prevent our Servants 
taking Indian Wives, as a single man in consequence of his 
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having no family can be moved from one place to another with 
greater facility than a married man and for my part, I never 
allow any man at this place to take an Indian woman unless he 
took her to Wife and I granted this leave to as few as I possibly 
could. Still there are very few men here, but have Indian 
women and of which we take no notice, and I would wish to 
know from Mr. Slacum how we can prevent it in such a place 
as this, where the men at their work in the field, are surrounded 
by Indian women. 

Page 38 ‘‘ After duly considering the great benefit that 
would result to this thriving country if the distillery of Ewing 
Young could be prevented from being put into operation and 
in as much as he candidly admitted it was nothing but sheer 
necessity that compelled him to adopt the measure, I told 
him (Young) that I thought he had gained his point without 
adopting the expedient that produced it as I was authorised by 
Mr. Finlayson to say, If he would abandon his enterprise of 
distilling Whisky he would be permitted to get his necessary 
supplies from Fort Vancouver on the same term as other men, 
and further I proposed to loan him $150 get him a supply of 
decent clothing from the Fort in my name, and give himself and 
his partner Carmichael, a passage to California as he informed 
me he was exceedingly anxious to go thither to clear himself of 
the calumny that Genl. Fegocan (he means Figuroa) had thro 
Dr. McLoughlin circulated against him, producing in effect the 
most unjustifiable persecution. Mr. Young seemed deeply 
sensible of my offer, said a cloud hung over him so long through 
Dr. McLoughlins influence, that he was almost maddened by 
the harsh treatment he had received from that gentleman. I 
left him under a promise of receiving an answer to my 
propositions next day. In the course of conversation with 
Messrs. Lee Young and other settlers, I found that nothing 
was wanting to insure comfort wealth and every happiness to 
the People of this most beautiful Country but the possession of 
neat Cattle all these in the Country being owned by the 
Hudsons Bay Company, who refuse to sell them under any 
circumstances whatsoever.” 


In reply to this alledged ill treatment of Mr. Young I beg to 
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observe that he came here in 1834 with a man of the name of 
Kelly (of whom I will speak presently) with several others; 
and a day or two after they arrived I received letters by our 
Vessel the Lama from General Figusa, Govr. of Upper 
California of which is a copy, accusing Mr. Young 
and Party as you see of stealing horses copy of which with 
notes I sent to the Revd. Jason Lee, and informed our People 
in the Willamette of this, and forbid them to purchase horses 
from these persons and when speaking of Mr. Young told Mr. 
Lee verbally that Mr. Young had been met by our People in 
their trapping excursions and that they always found him act 
as an honest upright man. Mr. Young called on me for an 
explanation of the letter which I showed him and gave him a 
Copy and by the declaration of some of the Party it appears that 
some people came after them with a band of horses, and joined 
their party and they supposed them to be the stolen horses 
alluded to. In consequence of these accusations against them, 
I would have no dealings with the Party and when any came 
with Furs, or anything else to purchase goods I let them have 
what they demanded and returned them their Furs. However 
one of our Trappers, an American, came with Furs and as the 
quantity was large I expressed my doubts of its all being his. 
When he told me some of it was Mr. Young’s who wished him 
to get certain articles which he wanted, I gave him the articles, 
but would not take the Furs, and desired him to take them with 
my compliments to Mr. Young and to tell him privately, that 
I sent him the articles he demanded which I requested him to 
accept as while these accusations remained against him, | 
could not take any Furs or any thing else from him. The 
bearer of my message instead of what I told him exclaimed 
before all the People ‘““ Mr. McLoughlin wont take your Furs, 
and sends them back to you, but sends you the things you 
requested”. Which Young considered as an insult, which was 
far from my intentions, as all I wished was to avoid being 
implicated as the receiver of stolen property, at the same time 
I wished to accomodate Young, as much as I well could, as | 
knew he had no hand in stealing the Horses, and that those who 
might have stolen them, had joined him in the plains in a place 
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where he justly observed to me, when I remarked he ought not 
to have allowed them to accompany him “‘ It is not so easy in 
the place they overtook me for a person to chuse his 
Company ”’, and at the time I sent back Mr. Youngs Furs Mr. 
Wyeth was trading here from whom he might have had his 
supplies. It is true, when Mr. Slacum came, Mr. Wyeth had 
given over the business but Mr. Young might have taken his 
precautions in time and it is by acting, in the manner I state, 
that Mr. Slacum could repeat. Page 38 & 39 Mr. Young’s 
expression ‘‘ said a cloud hung over him so long through Dr. 
McLoughlin’s influence that he was almost maddened by the 
harsh treatment he had received from that gentleman ”’. 

As to refusing to sell Cattle, we had not the number we 
required for ourselves, therefore we could sell none as we were 
as anxious to increase the number that at that time we killed 
none for ourselves. But we assisted the Settlers with the use of 
Cattle, till they got some themselves, and that we were 
consulting the best interest of the Country in keeping these 
Cattle in our own hands is evident from this, that some of 
those to whom Mr. Slacum granted a passage to California to 
enable them to get Cattle, instead of increasing their stock 
since they came have diminished their numbers. 

Mr. Kelly is a man who had for several years been 
endeavouring to collect People to Emigrate from the States to 
this Country. In 1832 he sailed from New Orleans with a 
few persons for Vera Cruz, with the intention of coming 
through Mexico. On the way his party broke up, and in 
California he joined Mr. Young who formed a party to come to 
this place. On their voyage they fell ill of the intermittent 
fever, and when they overtook our party, under the command 
of Mr. Laframboise Mr. Kelly was so unwell that he had to be 
lifted on and off his horse, and Mr. Kelly’s men were so unwell 
or unwilling, that they would no longer take care of him, and 
Mr. Laframboise had to give him out of humanity the use of 
his Tent, and get one of our men to take care of him, & to 
whom on the way Kelly used to hold out the expectation of a 
reward for the trouble he gave him. When the party reached 
the Willamette, a canoe was got for Kelly as he was so unwell. 
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Mr. Laframboise was anxious to get him as soon as possible to 
the Establishment, in order that he might have the advantage 
of medical assistance, and in this miserable state was Mr. 
Kelly introduced to me! when I placed him in a house and 
furnished him with such things as his situation required, and 
a man to attend on him, and after he had recovered his 
health sufficiently to attend to his own affairs, he told Mr. 
Laframboise if he would send for his Cassette, or Trunk, 
which he had been obliged to leave at a Settlers in the 
Willamette, in consequence of the Canoe being too small to 
bring it with him when it came he would pay him for the 
expenses he had incurred, and remunerate the man who had 
taken care of him. Mr. Laframboise accordingly sent for the 
Cassette, and when it was opened instead of containing money 
as Mr. Laframboise was led to suppose, it only contained a few 
old clothes, a piece of an old hand saw an old trying Plane and 
some old torn accounts, which he called Invoices of goods 
belonging to him, and which he said the Custom house Officers 
in Mexico had seized and which he wanted to pledge, or sell as 
most agreeable to me provided I would agree to make him 
advances, which of course I declined but supplied him with 
food, and the apparel he required gratis. 1 will now proceed 
to paint out some of his inacuracies and misrepresentations. 

Page 56 he states ‘‘ The Columbia is at seasons navigable 
for Ships to the head of Tide water which is two miles from its 
outlet”: 

Mr. Kelly was here a year and this statement shows what 
little attention he pays to what he writes, or he would know 
that the tide runs further up than Vancouver and that he 
embarked here in one of our Vessels and was several days in 
going to Cape Disappointment, which is nigh a hundred miles 
from Vancouver. If a man can be guilty of so palpable an 
error when the truth could be so easily ascertained, what 
dependence can be placed on his statement. 

Page 57. ‘‘On the other hand it is believed that the 
excessive filth, and slovenly habits of the Inhabitants of the 
English Settlement at Vancouver was the occasion of the 
disease.” 
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To prove that this accusation is a mere malicious slander on 
Mr. Kelly’s part, It is sufficient here to state the fever prevalent 
here to which he alludes is the intermittent fever, which, as is 
well known, is caused by Marsh Miasma, and if I chose to be 
sarcastic | might ‘say Mr. Kelly perhaps speaks from his own 
personal knowledge, he was himself when he arrived here 
labouring under intermittent fever, and he may know that it 
was brought on in his case by excessive filth and slovenly 
habits & who can therefore know better than he? 

Page 58—In their intercourse with Indians, the Company 
are governed by no higher principle than self interest and are 
frequently guilty of the most arbitrary Acts. While I was 
there, the Company’s Surgeon at Vancouver deliberately 
seized an Indian who had been guilty of some indecency 
and proceeded to mutilate his person. When Kelly says 
‘The Company are governed by no higher principles than 
self interest and are guilty of the most arbitrary Acts”, 
Which he means to prove by stating “‘ While I was there the 
Companys Surgeon at Vancouver deliberately seized an Indian 
who had been guilty of some indecency.” 

This Indian used to dress himself as a woman and go about 
the place and on board of the Vessel and annoy everyone he 
met, with his abominable proposals, and for which he had been 
repeatedly flogged by the people so as to drive him away but in 
spite of this after keeping away some time he would come back. 
The Doctor vexed at this Wretchs conduct and without 
speaking to me on the subject got hold of him nigh the 
Hospital and with the assistance of some of the people 
emasculated him, and Kelly knows well that when I was 
informed of this I was displeased with the doctor and called 
him to account, and told him that he had no right to do as he 
had done to which he replied he considered his conduct in this 
case had no reference to his engagement to the Company, and 
that if the Indian had been in England he would have got him 
hung. 

Ape time after the doctor died of consumption every one 
here knows that the doctor was a man of strong religious 
feelings, and that if he acted improperly in this instance, it was 
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from a horror of what was wrong, and zeal to do what was right 
which Kelly well knows. But he states this case in a way to 
lead the public to believe that we have a physical force which 
enables us to tyrannize over the Natives, when he must have 
seen that there is not one of us for every hundred of the Natives 
and that our influence is merely personal and which proceeds 
entirely from our conduct and management. 

Page 60. He confesses he was well treated, when he says | 
arrived at Vancouver unwell and was hospitably welcomed by 
Mr. McLoughlin the Chief Factor Medical aid was rendered 
me a house in the Village furnished for my use, and all my 
physical wants were supplied. But when he says I was 
forbidden to enter the Fort he asserts an untruth, he was 
allowed to come in the Fort, when he pleased. What object 
could I have in forbidding him to enter the Fort when it was 
open to any Indian about the place. It is also false that the 
Chief Factor and his Agents were preparing in every artful 
way to render his abode uncomfortable and it is a calumny of 
the darkest dye to say I attempted to render it unsafe and 
contradicted by his own previous assertion and that calumnies 
or Slanders were set on foot in regard to his character, conduct 
& designs is also false. Indeed if I had wished to injure him, 
it was unecessary for me to descend to this, as our people had 
been deceived by him, and found him from their own 
knowledge to be a man unworthy of Credit. He says also his 
movements were watched. I would wish to know for what 
purpose would [ take this trouble, and when he states in some 
instances I was threatened with violence by persons who had 
been instigated, as I had reason to believe, by the Company, 
he is again guilty of a gross calumny. And when he says, Had 
I been willing to place myself under the control, and direction 
of the Compy. all would have been peace he wishes to make 
himself appear in the eyes of the world as a man of such 
consequence that we were most anxious to conciliate him. 
When in another place he complains that, We treated him so 
harshly as to forbid him to enter the Fort, And when he says 
“But so long as I was resolved to act independantly as an 
American on American soil seeking authentic information for 
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general diffusion and pursuing the avowed purpose of opening 
the Trade of the Territory to general competition, and the 
wealth of the Country to general participation and enjoyment, 
so long was I an object of dread and dislike to the grasping 
Monopolists of the Hudsons Bay Company” He made use 
of high flown language to excite the national feelings of his 
Countrymen—and when he says “ he was treated very much 
like a prisoner of War” he says what is not correct, and if he 
disliked his treatment, why did he remain from Oct. 1834 till 
March 1835, as no person ever prevented his going when he 
pleased. 

There were several of his Countrymen in the Willamette 
among them the Methodist Missionaries Mr. Wyeth was here 
also why did he not go to them if he found his situation 
disagreeable with us and if I did not send him away it was 
because I considered him an object of compassion. But when 
he says “ When I left the Oregon Country, I took passage in 
the Brig dryade, Captain Kippling ”’ his assumed consequence 
is rediculous in the eyes of those acquainted with the 
circumstance, as by his saying I took my “‘ passage ”’ he wishes 
it should be believed that he paid for his passage when it is 
well known here, I gave him a passage in the dryade Capt. 
Kippling, gratis, as an act of Charity. For this and lodging 
clothing feeding and nursing him when in sickness the return 
he makes 1s to slander, calumniaté, and abuse us, as is seen by 


his Report. 


Honolulu 31s¢ May 1845} 


George Pelly and George T. Allan 
to William Miller Esquire 
&c &c &c 


SIR 

Having received from John McLoughlin Esquire, the 
Hudsons Bay Company’s highest authority in Columbia River, 
Copy of a communication which he informs us he had 
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transmitted to you, in which he suggests the necessity of a 
Man of War being sent there for the protection of British 
interests from the probable aggressions of the lawless characters 
now fast pouring into that Country— We consider that, as 
Agents for the Hudsons Bay Company here, we might be 
deemed wanting in our duty towards them did we not thus 
officially address you upon the same subject, and respectfully 
inform you that they could not have been aware at the 
Columbia of a Man of War being here or it is most likely that 
Mr. McLoughlin in his communication to you would have 
suggested that, if not otherwise employed, she might be sent 
there, the season being now favorable for entering the river and 
her presence could not fail to produce a highly benificial 
impression at the present moment. 

We submit this to your better judgment, in ignorance of 
what orders you may have from Her Majestys Government 
and nothing can be further from our intention than in 
opportunely to interfere with you in the exercise of your own 
discretion on an emergency which to us appears to afford matter 
for just alarm. . | 

We have the honor to be 
Sit my cry Respectfully 
Your most obedt. Servants 
Signed, Georce PELLY Gro. T. ALLAN 
Agents for the H.B. Coy. 
Sandwich Islands 


H. B. Mayestys Consulate General 
Honolulu 3rd June 1845 * 
William Muller to . 
Messrs. Pelly & Allan 
Agents H.B. Company. 


GENTLEMEN 
With reference to your letter of 31st Ultmo. I beg to 
acquaint you that I have given due consideration to Dr. 
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McLoughlin’s Communication, and that with respect to the 
suggestion, of a ship of war, proceeding to the Columbia River, 
I have had a conversation with Sir Thomas Thompson, the 
Senior Naval Officer, amongst these Islands. 
I am Gentlemen &c &c 
(Sd.) Witiiam MiLiar 
Consul General 


H.B. Majestys Consulate Genl. 
Honolulu August 22d 1845} 
William Miller to 
John McLoughlin Esq. 


SIR 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
24th of last March, containing a narrative of events relative to 
a trespass committed by Henry Williamson, an American 
Citizen, on the premises of the Hudsons Bay Company: 
together with three enclosures upon other topics, all of which 
you transmit for my information. 

I lost no time in communicating the details with regard to 
the squatter Williamson, as well as the purport of a letter 
Messrs. Pelly & Allan addressed to me on the 31st of May, to 
Sir Thomas Thompson commanding H.M. Ship Ta/dor then 
& still at Honolulu. 

Sir Thomas Thompson did not however, consider himself 
authorized by his instructions, neither did I think myself fully 
warranted to suggest to him pending certain exigences 
amongst these Islands, to proceed to the Columbia River 
especially as you had by your judicious proceedings, 
satisfactorily terminated the affair with the Executive 
Committee, and that we had reason to believe H.M. Ship 
America was on her way to the Oregon Coast. 

I can now assure you that Her Majestys Government have 
expressed themselves determined not to allow our rights in 
North West America or Oregon to be encroached upon, and 
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you will be fully justified in shaping your conduct agreeably to 
that declaration as far as it may appear to you prudent to do so. 

Rear Admiral Sir George Seymour may, he writes me, in all 
probability soon proceed to the north. I am not without 
hopes of seeing him here in a few months 

lam 
Sir 
Your most obedt. Servant 
Wm. MiILter 
Consul Gl. 


Fort Vancouver 16th March ’47 | 
From P. S. Ogden and 
J. Douglas to Sir George Simpson 


SIR 

We have received your Communication of the 3oth of 
June 1846,? enclosing extracts from the report of Messrs. 
Warre and Vavasour to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
According to the request expressed in that Communication, 


2D 5/19. 

2D. ak fos. 114d.-115, Simpson to Ogden, Douglas and Work, Red River 
Settlement, June 30, 1846, ““... Messrs. Warre & Vavasour have afforded me 
the perusal of their reports . . . from one of which, under date 16 inst. I beg to 
hand you an extract, from which it will appear that, those gentn. ascribe the rapid 
increase of emigration from the States to Oregon, in a great degree, to the 
facilities afforded by the gentn. in charge of the H. B. Co’s affairs on the west side 
of the mountains, a policy for which they seem at a loss to account in any other 
way than from a desire to obtain agricultural produce from those settlers for the 
Russian & Sandwich Islands markets. If facilities to the extent stated ... have 
been afforded, it has been quite at variance with the instructions issued from time 
to time by the Govr. & Com. and by myself. . . . It is desirable the Company shd. 
be in a condition to relieve the concern from the grave imputations thus brought 
against them ; &, to that end, I have to beg you will report on the subject direct 
to the Company in England by the ship of this autumn, if time admit, transmitting 
a copy of such report to the Council next Spring: and as the principal 
superintendence of the business was, at the time referred to, vested in C. F. 
McLoughlin, you will be pleased to hand that gentn. copy of this letter & the 
accompanying extract, in order that, he may make such observations thereon as 
he may consider proper.” 
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we sent a copy of the same to Chief Factor McLoughlin, and 
have now the pleasure of transmitting herewith the report of 
that Gentleman, which furnishes so full and complete a 
refutation of the absurd and unfounded statements made by 
Messrs. Warre and Vavasour, that we deem it superfluous to 
make any further remarks on the subject. 

We have the honor to be 

Sir 
Your most Obt. Servants 
(sed.) PrTeR SKENE OGDEN 
James Dovuctas 


[Enclosure | 


Remarks by the Undersigned on the following Extract of 
Messrs. Warre and Vavassour’s Report sent by Sir George 
Simpson, Governor in Chief of Ruperts Land, and Council to 
James Douglas Esq., and by him communicated to John 
McLoughlin.? 


“In conclusion we must beg to be allowed to observe 
with an unbiassed opinion, that whatever may have been the 
Orders or the motives of the Gentlemen in charge of the 
Hudsons Bay Company’s posts, their policy has tended to 
the introduction of the American Settlers into the Country. 
We are convinced that without their assistance, not thirty 
families would ever have been in the settlement. The 
first Immigration in 1841 or 1842, arrived in so miserable 
a condition, that had it not been for the trading posts of the 
Hudsons Bay Company, they must have starved or been cut 


off by the Indians. 


Through motives of humanity, we are willing to believe, 
and from the anticipation of obtaining their Exports of 
Wheat and flour to the Russian Settlements and to the 


1D. 5/19, Enclosure to Ogden and Douglas to Simpson, March 16, 1847. 
The remarks are unsigned and undated, and are in a clerk’s writing. See 
Bancroft, History of Oregon, 1, 500-4, for a summary of the above remarks 
obtained from McLoughlin’s own copy in the “ Private Papers” which were 
ent to Bancroft by McLoughlin’s heirs. 
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Sandwich Islands, at a cheaper rate, the Agents of the H.B. 
Co. gave encouragement to their settlement, and Goods 
were forwarded to the Wallamette Falls, and retailed to these 
Citizens of the United States, at even a more advantageous 
rate than to British Subjects. Thus encouraged, Emigrants 
left the States 1843, 1844 & 1845 and were received in the 
same cordial manner, their numbers have increased so 
rapidly, that the British party are now in the minority and 
the Gentlemen of the Hudsons Bay Company have been 
obliged to join the Organisation without any reserve except 
the mere form of the oath of Office, their Lands are invaded, 
themselves insulted, and they now require the protection of 
the British Government against the very people to the 
introduction of whom they have been more than accessary.”’ 


Messrs. Warre and Vavassour state 


‘Whatever may have been the orders or motives of the 
Gentlemen of the Hudsons Bay Compy.” 


The orders I received from the Governor and Committee 
and Sir George Simpson and the Council are at Vancouver and 
speak for themselves—and in compliance with them, my 
motives were, to manage the business under my charge, with 
the utmost of my ability as most condusive to the interest of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, consistent with the duties of an 
honest man and a faithful British Subject. 


“ Their policy has tended to the introduction of American 
settlers.’ 


As to our policy—It has been to support Religion, and to 
encourage undustry so as to maintain peace and order in the 
Country, which was, not only our duty, but our interest, as 
they are the only means of happiness and security—For these 
reasons, when the old Trappers who came with Astor’s people 
were congregating in the Wallamette, with the American 
Trappers from the Rocky Mountains, to prevent their 
remaining idle which would render them destitute and make 
them instruments of mischief in the power of designing 
Villains, they were encouraged to cultivate the ground so as 
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to support themselves, and by these means, peace and order 
was maintained in the Country, and since these men were 
there, would remain there and we had no right or power to 
drive them away. I wish Messrs. Warre and Vavassour or 
any one else, to point out what else more proper we could do. 


‘We are convinced not thirty families would be in the 
settlement.” 


The accompanying list of the arrival of the Missionaries 
alone, (without counting trappers) shews that the protestant 
Missionaries alone, with their families and lay assistants with 
theirs, exceed that number—as to the Roman Catholic 
Missionaries two came from Canada in the Hudsons Bay 
Company’s crafts—two other Canadian priests came by sea, 
there are thirteen Jesuits and nine lay Brothers in the Country 
and five Nuns these last came with four Jesuits from Antwerp 
in a Belgian Vessel freighted on purpose to bring them and 
their supplies—the rest of the Jesuits came from St. Louis 
across land. The protestant Missionaries and Jesuits came 
amply supplied with necessaries to carry on their operations. 
The Methodist Missionaries opened a retail Store in this place 
in 1840. It is true they got some Articles necessary for their 
comfort for which they paid and were treated with politeness 
to which they were entitled and which was our duty to ourselves 
to shew. If this constitutes being more than accessary I must 


plead guilty. 


“The first Immigration of 1841 or 1842 arrived in so 
miserable a condition that had it not been for the trading 
posts of the Hudsons Bay Company they must have starved 
or been cut off by Indians.” 


Where have these Gentlemen got this information? and 
who can have told them so—? From Fort Hall to the States, 
twenty men have repeatedly passed and repassed and frequently 
fewer. From Fort Hall to Vancouver two men can travel in 
perfect safety, and the Country and Indians are well Known to 
many Americans who have hunted from the Dalles on the 
Columbia to the State of Missisouris. And as the first 
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Immigration in 1842 were 137 Men, Women and Children, 
they had nothing to fear from Indians they left their waggons 
at Fort Hall and brought their families and property on 
horses from there and passed with their Cattle from the Dalles 
to the Wallamette without receiving any assistance whatever 
from the Hudsons Bay Company’s posts, and when in the 
Wallamette, all their wants were amply supplied by Mr. 
Wilson who kept Captain Couch’s Store at Oregon City and 
by the Methodist Mission Store at the same place, and which 
few of them have paid to this day. And as it is evident 
Messrs. Warre & Vavassour did not ascertain the date of the 
first Immigration from the States It is certain from that, they 
did not consider it necessary to be very particular, as they 
could easily have ascertained so well known a fact as the date 
of the first Immigration, and that they got no assistance 
whatever from the Hudsons Bay Company’s posts. Ex uno 
disce Omnes. 

The Immigrants of 1843 Amounted to 875 persons and 
came with their Waggons to the Dalles on the Columbia, and 
got no assistance from the Hudsons Bay Company’s posts on 
the way, and from the Dalles, some drove their Cattle by the 
same route as those of the preceding year, others along the 
North Bank of the Columbia to Vancouver where they crossed 
to the Wallamette But their families and property they 
brought down in Canoes hired from Indians, or on Rafts made 
by themselves and in boats belonging to the Hudsons Bay 
Company lent them by me. 


“Through motives of humanity, we are willing to believe, 
and from Anticipation of obtaining their Exports of wheat 
and flour to the Russian Settlement and the Sandwich 
Islands.” 


I am happy they have been able to ascertain my motives for 
assisting the Immigrants, though they have not been quite so 
fortunate in discovering my reasons for giving encouragement 
to their Settlement, as we had Ample means of our own to 
supply the demands of the Russian Settlements and the 
Sandwich Islands with all the produce they require. 


a: 
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‘““ And Goods were forwarded to the Wallamette Falls 
and retailed to these Citizens of the United States at even 
more moderate rates than to British Subjects.” 


I am afraid the credit these Gentlemen give me for humane 
motives will avail me but little. As no goods wére ever sent 
by the Hudsons Bay Company or any one connected with 
them to be retailed to these Citizens of the United States at a 
cheaper rate than to British Subjects, and as they failed to 
ascertain a fact so easy to be ascertained and so simple as 
this It may be supposed by the World that they have been 
equally unfortunate in ascertaining the springs of that complex 
piece of machinery the human breast. Mr. Chief Trader 
Ermatinger who had the management of the Store at the Falls 
till he left to go to Red River with Messrs. Warre and 
Vavassour could have informed Sir George Simpson on this 
point. 

“Thus encouraged Emigrants left the States in 1843, 

1844 & 1845.” 


The Immigrants of 1842 not finding the Country came up 
to their expectations, left, spring 1843 for California with their 
Leader Mr. Hastings, and as they were destitute of means to 
enable them to go I made them advances at the expense of the 
Hudsons Bay Company, which they promised to pay to the 
late Mr. Rae at San Francisco but few remembered to do so 
and for making these Advances the Americans who remained 
here, said I did so to oppose American interest, if I can rely on 
the information I have. 

If the Emigrants received encouragement to leave the 
States and come to this Country, it was not from the 
expectation of a cordial reception from us, as I understand the 
Emigrants of those years left the States with the impression 
we would excite the Indians against them and for which they 
were well prepared, being well armed accompanied by Lieut. 
Freemont, with his exploring party and a six pound Howitzer, 
and so impressed were they that the Hudsons Bay Company 
would act hostily towards them that they thought they would 
have to dwell in Forts for a year or two and as a measure of 
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security it was proposed to take Vancouver and which, in the 
prejudiced state of the peoples minds, they could easily 
accomplish, by a coup de main, if there had been any plausible 
pretext, and I thought, and still think this evil was averted by 
management and receiving these Emigrants civilly, which was 
due to myself and to them as they had the same right to come 
as I had to be here and if mistaken, I would wish Messrs. 
Warre and Vavassour would point it out to me or in acting as 
I did, any thing improper or unbecoming. 


“Their number has increased so rapidly that the British 
party are now in the minority.” 


To me, who have been in the Country since 1824, and 
thought I had an opportunity of ascertaining correctly (but | 
may be in error) I always thought ever since 1826 when Mr. 
Smith came with a large party of his Countrymen to hunt the 
Snake Country, the British party (as to numbers) were the 
minority in the Wallamette ever since 1840 in consequence 
of the number of Americans Methodist Missionaries and 
straggling Trappers from the Mountains, and from California 
before any regular party of Emigrants left the States to come to 
the Columbia. 


‘“* And the Gentlemen of the Hudsons Bay Company have 
been obliged to join the Organisation without any reserve 
except the mere form of the Oath of Office.” 


And I think I can prove from the unaccountable silence of 
British Officials, and as I handed all the correspondence which 
led to it, to Mr. Warre, and that others may have the means to 
form their opinion on my conduct in this affair, and the 
representation made of it by Messrs. Warre and Vavassour | 
beg to state that on seeing the large Immigration of 1843 and 
knowing how prejudiced they were against British Interests, 
and learning there would be a greater next and that it was 
evident there would be an annual flow of Immigrants to this 
Country, as Bills had been brought forward in the Congress of 
the United States holding out expectations of a donation of 
land to Immigrants, I wrote that year to the Governor 
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Deputy Governor and Committee of the Hudsons Bay 
Company that it was necessary to get protection from 
Government because I felt confident that some of these 
Immigrants would infringe on the Hudsons Bay Company’s 
premises, which must lead to trouble and serious consequences, 
and in 1845 I received their answer “ that in the present state 
of affairs protection could not be obtained and that I must 
protect the Hudsons Bay Company’s property the best way I 
could’. In the mean time One Williamson an American 
Citizen built a hut on the Hudsons Bay Company’s premises, 
which I caused to be pulled down and sent an account of the 
whole affair to H.M. Consul General Millar at Oahu to which 
he made no reply though he might have done so by the same 
Vessel that conveyed my letter to him and this led me to 
suppose the British Government did not intend to contend for 
the Columbia, as at the time when General Miller received 
my letter H.M.S. Ta/bor Captain Thompson was at Oahu and 
had been there for some time, and as I was told there would be 
a large Immigration in the fall and I knew among them there 
would be many to join Williamson’s party and as an influential 
American had got a Clause put in the Oregon Compact by 
which persons in office could not be compelled to do anything 
contrary to their allegiance, and as the Hudsons Bay Company 
Officers had the influence, I may say the power to nominate 
the Officers on the North Bank of the Columbia, this was a 
security to them and to the Hudsons Bay Company’s servants 
they would not be called on to do any thing contrary to their 
allegiance and I believe the originator introduced this clause 
_from a desire to maintain peace and order in the Country and 
to enable us to the rights of calling on the Organisation for 
assistance if we required it, as, to induce people to join, the 
Organisation bound itself to protect only its own members 
and seeing no other means of securing the Hudsons Bay 
Company’s property under my charge, on the Legislature 
sending me a written invitation to join the Organisation, | 
acceeded to it on the part of the Hudson’s Bay Compy., at the 
time there were about three thousand Americans in the 
Wallamette, and only about three hundred British Subjects in 
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the Wallamette, and at Vancouver, and on the North side of the 
Columbia, and be it observed, that the originator of the Clause 
which enabled me to join the Organisation is the very man, as I 
am informed who proposed sometimes to the Immigrants on 
their way here in 1843 to take Vancouver, and gave extreme 
offence to his Countrymen by introducing this clause, which is 
a proof how much his prejudices had died away, he first proposed 
to the members of the Legislature privately to request me to 
acceed to the Compact, and in agreeing to it he was authorised 
by them to get my sentiments in the same manner, and then 
proposed it to me but at first I objected, he then pointed out 
the additional security it would afford to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s property and to the maintainance of peace and 
order in the Country and he observed in the conversation 
‘there will be a large Immigration this year you may depend 
there will be many who will follow Williamson’s example ”’. 
It immediately occurred to me, from the information I had 
formerly received of this mans prejudices against us, and his 
knowledge of the feelings and sentiments of his Countrymen 
towards us, Itwould be prudent for me to accept the invitation, 
and it is by that measure that peace and order has been 
maintained in the Country, as though some have attempted to 
infringe on the Hudson’s Bay Company’s premises, if we had 
not joined the Organisation many more would have done so. 


“Their Lands are invaded ”’ 


_ This is true, but in proportion to numbers the lands of more 
American Citizens have been invaded than of British Subjects, 
the only Claims of British Subjects that have been invaded are 
mine, (Mr. McTavishes, when he had it, but the intruder was 
put off by the Organization) and my son’s and the Hudsons 
Bay Company’s premises and mine, Mr. McTavish’s which 
now belongs to me, were invaded because of our connection 
with the Hudsons Bay Company to which the Americans were 
incited by the Methodist Mission, by their saying we reserved 
these places with our names to keep for the Hudsons Bay 
Company, who, though treated with every civility and 
politeness, I may say kindness, still, forgetful of their sacred 
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calling, underhand, from political and national enmity excited 
their Countrymen as much as they could against us, and for no 
other reason but that the Hudsons Bay Company is a British 
Compy. supporting British interest, and after all as far as my 
experience goes, I have found British subjects just as keen at 
catching at an opportunity to benefit themselves (and that an 
instance to my cost) as these American Backwoodsmen— 
which leads me to suppose that Human Nature is probably 
much the same all over the world. 


‘“ Themselves insulted ” 


This also is new to me, and I believe to every person in the 
Country, and they will acknowledge their perfect ignorance of 
a single instance of the kind, and to which the Officers of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company would not submit. It is true they 
thought they were not to consider themselves insulted because 
an ignorant man was wanting in manners, or because he 
thought he had a better right to a piece of land, than they had, 
and attempted to establish his right in the only way the Laws 
admitted. 


“They now require the protection of the British 
Government.” 


The Hudsons Bay Company’s Officers require the 
protection of the British Government for the security of British 
property but more particularly for the maintainance of British 
rights from the agression of people, who I may say are publicly 
encouraged to it by the people and authorities of the United 
States by promises of donations of land which the British 
Government has not noticed at least if it has, It has not come to 
my knowledge and Messrs. Warre and Vavassour might have 
added, if they had thought proper, that when application was - 
made British Officials had not deigned to notice it and as for 
themselves, the Officers of the Hudsons Bay Company require 
no protection as men and Gentlemen, they are fully as much 
esteemed and respected as any individuals in the Country. 


‘Against the very people to the introduction of whom 
they have been more than accessary.”’ 
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This is another piece of intelligence to me, and I think I 
have good opportunities for obtaining information, but never 
knew the Hudsons Bay Company’s officers had been accessary 
to the introduction of these people. It is true they defeated 
every American Trader in fair opposition, in doing this they 
conducted themselves so that the Hudsons Bay Company nor 
any of their own friends have any cause to be ashamed of their 
conduct, as their defeated opponents are the first to 
acknowledge their fair dealing and honorable conduct. If this 
renders us more than accessary to the introduction of these 
people, we must bear the consequences and cannot help it as 
we must acknowledge the fact but to me, though I may be 
misinformed, and therefore mistaken, Italways seemed thatthe 
great influx of American Missionaries to prevent whose coming 
I do not know that the Hudsons Bay Company’s Officers had 
the right or the power, the statements of the Country these 
Missionaries sent to their friends circulated through the 
United States in the public papers as the remote cause, and 
the encouragement held out in Linn’s Bill of six hundred and 
forty Acres of Land to a man three hundred and twenty to a 
woman, and one hundred and sixty to all under eighteen, 
and the silence of the British Government as more than 
accessary to the introduction of these very people and certainly 
not I or any officer of the Hudsons Bay Company whose duty 
it was whatever might be their feelings to do their duty, mind 
their business and take care of the Hudsons Bay Company’s 
affairs under their charge and leave those of Government to the 
proper Authorities, whose duty it was to attend to them, and 
have the proper authority for the purpose—following these 
principles I assisted the immigrations of 1843/44 and /45 
with the loan of boats to transport their families and property 
from the Dalles to the Wallamette, and assisted the Emigrants 
of 1843 with means to sow in 1844, so as to be able to assist the 
Immigration expected in the Fall. In doing this, I was 
fulfilling the duties of humanity which calls on us to assist our 
fellow creatures in distress as several of the immigrants were 
very ill, and required to be transported to Vancouver as soon 
as possible for the benefit of Medical assistance, and though 
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some died there, certainly more would, if I had not afforded 
them prompt assistance. And while acting as I did, I was only 
fulfilling the duties of humanity, still I was also pursuing the 
conduct most condusive to the interest of the Hudsons Bay 
Company’s affairs under my charge, and while I did only what 
the necessity of the case required. But as it was done in a 
proper manner It was appreciated Asif I had not lent Boats 
to transport them as soon as possible to the Wallamette if 
the Columbia froze, before they did, and I have known the 
Columbia freeze in the beginning of December, they would 
have fallen on our hands at Vancouver, and we would have 
to feed them, as of course they could not be allowed to starve, 
and besides the expense, it would cause us a great deal of 
trouble and inconvenience, misunderstandings would arise 
between them and us which might lead to great Evils I 
assisted the Immigrants of 1843 with means to put a crop in 
the ground spring 1844 and urged them to exert themselves 
to raise wheat so as to be able to assist the Immigrants expected 
that fall, to guard against a famine in the Country in 1845 
And as people will not allow their families starve, when 
provisions are in their reach, if we had not assisted them 
Vancouver would have been destroyed, the world would have 
said we were treated in the manner our inhuman conduct 
deserved, the Character of the Hudsons Bay Company and its 
Officers, from the Governor to the youngest Officer, would be 
censured with obloquy, and the Company’s business in this 
department would be ruined for which injury they never could 
get any indemnity and the troubles that would have arisen 
might have involved the British and American Nations in 
War. 

As the Officer conducting the Hudsons Bay Company’s 
business in this department, it was my duty to use my utmost 
exertions to manage it to the best advantage consistent with 
the duties of religion and the usages of business. As a good 
and faithful Subject it was my duty to do my utmost to 
maintain peace and order between the British Subjects and 
American Citizens, and I exerted my utmost endeavours to 
doso Especially as I knew, in the state of the public mind 
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in Great Britain and the United States If difficulties 
unfortunately arose between British Subjects and American 
Citizens in this Country the two Nations would be involved in 
War. And if I have been the means by the measures I adopted, 
and the conduct I pursued of averting any of these evils I 
dreaded I will be amply repaid by the approbation of my own 
conscience and of all good men who will say I have done well, 
and express their unbiassed opinions that I may shew to the 
world the charge which Messrs. Warre and Vavassour make 
of my being more than accessary to the introduction of these 
very people. 

It is true I assisted the Immigrants, but there is a time and 
manner in doing all things, and from the time and the manner 
in which this was done It had the desired effect, and every 
American in the Country believes and says he could not have 
gone on without my assistance and was I as the representative 
of the Hudsons Bay Company to be such a simpleton to 
destroy the beneficial effect of my measure, and to tell them 
It is true I assisted you from principles of humanity, but if 
had not done so, you would have fallen on our hands, when we 
would have been obliged to feed you gratis. I assisted you 
with means to sow wheat spring 1844, but if I had not done so 
there would have been a famine in the Country in 1846, as I 
know you would not allow your families starve to death when 
there are provisions in the Hudsons Bay Company’s Stores, 
and as a quarrel about them would be extremely injurious to 
the Hudsons’ Bay Company’s business, indeed, much more 
than assisting you, of two evils I choose the least. It 1s true 
I heard several say they would act differently, and if my 
memory does not deceive me I heard Mr. Vavassour say so also 
once. But as explanation might give publicity to my 
apprehensions, and object and destroy my measures, I was 
silent on the full reliance that in due time justice would be 
done me, and as these Gentlemen were not responsible, but | 
was, I took the liberty to presume to judge for myself, and 
follow my own measures, at the same time communicated 
them to Mr. Chief Factor Douglas under the injunctions of 
secrecy that in the event of any accident happening to me he 
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might do the needful, and who I am happy to be able to say 
agreed with me, as to their expediency, and assisted me most 
ably and zealously to carry them into effect and though 
Messrs. Warre and Vavassour may have collected much 
correct and valuable information from the source whence they 
drew it But if Mr. Warre had done me the honor to avail 
himself of the offer I made him to give him every information 
in my power in regard to Columbia affairs, at the same time 
telling him I was happy of an opportunity to do so, as from 
circumstances I had been obliged to be silent, and I could give 
him correct information which no one else could But as he 
did not apply after I made the offer, I did not deem it necessary 
to obtrude but if he had applied he, and Mr. Vavassour 
might have seen reason to doubt the correctness of some of the 
information they have received, and stated as facts in their 
Reports and I think the world will admit that the Hudsons 
Bay Company if they knew the object of Messrs. Warre & 
Vavassour’s mission, and those who sent them, ought in 
justice to me, to the situation I held in the Hudsons Bay 
Company’s Service and to themselves, so as to obtain correct 
information of the affairs of the Country to have instructed 
these Gentlemen to have at least handed me their report for 
perusal, that I might have an opportunity to explain, and not 
have as it were, my character assasinated in the dark and 
which I| think, considering the offer I made to Mr. Warre and 
the acquaintance I had with him and Mr. Vavassour, the world 
will admit, they ought, in Justice to themselves, to have given 
me a perusal of their Report, unless they had positive orders to 
the contrary And I must in conclusion be allowed to observe 
It is a treatment I did not deserve and which I did not expect 
to receive from any of the parties. 
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(’) PROTECTION OF BRITISH INTERESTS 
IN OREGON 


H.M. Ship Collingwood 
Callao 15th Fuly 1845? 


From Rear Admiral G. F. Seymour 
to Dr. McLoughlin 

Resident director of the 

Hudson’s Bay Company at Fort 


Vancouver on the Columbia 


SIR 

I have the honor to apprize you, as the director of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, resident in Oregon, that in 
consequence of the exclusive pretensions, which have been 
put forward by the United States, I have been acquainted with 
the strong and continued interest which Her Majesty’s 
Government take in the Oregon Territory, and their 
determination not to allow their Rights to be encroached 
upon. 

I enclose some extracts from a discussion which has 
arisen in Parliament, by which you will observe the state 
of the negociation relative to the Oregon, in the beginning 
of April; And I shall be glad that you will take every 
favorable opportunity of communicating with me on such 
matters as may tend to afford Her Majesty's subjects 
security. 

I detached Her Majesty’s Ship America, in February, for 
the purpose of visiting the N.W. Coast of America, during the 
present Summer, and I hope that the Honble. Captain 
Gordon, commanding that Ship, will have effected, in 
consonance with my instructions to him, such communication 
with Fort Vancouver, as will afford me full information upon 


1B. 223/b/33, fos. ror—104d. 
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the measures which circumstances may render necessary for 
the protection of British Interests. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir 
Your obedient Servt. 
(Sd.) G. F. Szymour 


Rear Admiral and Commander in Chief 


P.S. I have sent this by Commander Baillie, whose 
knowledge of the Coast of the Oregon will, I hope, enable him 
to put himself in early communication with you, and it is my 
intention to send another Ship to the Coast, if circumstances 
require, early in April. 


(Sd.) G.E.S. 


[E nclosure | 


Newspaper Reports 1 
House of Lords 
4th April 1845 


Extract from the Speech of the Earl of Aberdeen in answer 
to enquiries from the Earl of Clarendon. . 

“ There is nothing to prevent the United States, or Her 
Majesty’s Government if they think proper, from terminating 
the ‘Treaty made in 1827, by giving a years notice. 

~ The President has not said? he means to do s0, but, if he 
does, he cannot do so without a vote of Congress, authorising 
him to exercise that authority. 

‘“ Congress will not meet, unless it be called for some special 
purpose, until the month of December; and when it does the 
Treaty cannot expire without a years notice having been given 
from the time the President received the necessary authority to 
give such notice. 

‘In point of time, the matter is not so urgent as might be 
supposed, I need not say that Her Majesty’s Government will — 


1 Presumably extracted from the issue of The Times (London) of April 5, 
1845. 
*'This refers to President Polk’s inaugural speech of March 4, 1845. 
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continue to avail themselves of the period that may exist, in the 
hope of bringing the negotiation that is still pending to an 
Amicable termination. 

“The negotiation is founded upon the principle of an 
amicable adjustment of the mutual concessions of extreme 
claims on both sides, and on that principle it will continue.”’ 

Lord Aberdeen added among other observations, 
‘“ Although we need not be very susceptible in points of honor, 
there are limits which cannot be passed ”’. 

And concluded by saying 

“You will perceive an earnest of the spirit of peace which 
shall pervade this matter, If I continue to carry on the 
negotiation. 

“T cannot bring myself to believe a civilized Government 
would wish to see any other course pursued, and, I hope, 
therefore, and fully believe, we shall have the happiness of 
seeing this important question brought to an amicable and 
satisfactory conclusion, (Cheers) should it be otherwise, I can 
only say that we possess Rights, which, in our opinion, are 
clear and unquestionable; And by the blessing of God, and 
with your support, those Rights we are fully prepared to 
maintain.” 


House of Commons 


4th April 1845 


Lord John Russel put questions to the Government as to the 
state of the negotiation relative to Oregon, in which he is 
represented to have termed the President of the United States 
inaugural speech, a blustering announcement of his intentions; 
and that he considered we could not make any proposals less 
than that made formerly by Mr. Canning,! with any regard to 
our own character with regard to Oregon. 


1To this point Sir Robert Peel replied: “The noble lord is in error in 
supposing that the ultimate offer made to the United States by Mr. Canning [in 
1824] was the line of the M‘Gillivery and the Columbia rivers as the boundary 
between the two countries. A further offer was made by Mr. Huskisson and Mr. 
Addington to Mr. Gallatin in the year 1826.” In that year Great Britain offered 
to make the Columbia River the boundary. The documents of the negotiations 
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Sir Robert Peel spoke of the President not having formed a 
Government when his inaugural address was delivered, And 
our Government not yet in possession of official information 
from our Minister at Washington. 

I consider it my duty, he added, notwithstanding the 
language of the President of the United States, not to despair 
of a favorable result to the negotiation; but if there should be 
an unfavorable issue, that is, if no proposal likely to lead to an 
amicable adjustment should be made by the United States, 
the correspondence will be placed before the House. 

I deeply regret the Tone and Temper of the President’s 
speech Concluded 

We consider that we have Rights in respect to the Territory 
of the Oregon, which are clear and unquestionable, and we 
trust still to effect an amicable adjustment of these claims. 

That we desire to effect an amicable adjustment of those 
claims; but having exhausted every effort to effect that 
arrangement, if our Rights are invaded, we are resolved and 
prepared to maintain them. 

Sir Robert Peel had previously observed that although the 
late President? had acquainted Congress, that the negotiation 
was in a state which promised an early termination, towards 
the end of the last Session of Congress, that he could not 
concur in that opinion. 


carried out by Canning, Huskisson and Addington are printed in E. J. Stapleton 
(ed.), Correspondence of George Canning (London, 1887). See also A. S. Morton, 
A History of the Canadian West to 1870-71 (London, 1939), pp. 736-8. 

' President 'T'yler’s reply of February 19, 1845, to a motion made in Congress 
in the previous December praying that members should be informed of the 
progress of the Oregon negotiations. 
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H.M. Sloop Modeste 
New Dungenness Ocrr. 8th 18451 
From Thomas Baillie 
to James Douglas Esquire 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company’s Service 


SIR 

Having accidentally met you here to day, and being 
aware of the important station you occupy in the Honble. 
Hudsons Bay Company’s Service, and of your entire 
knowledge of the state of affairs in the Oregon Territory, I beg 
to request, that you answer the following question: Vizt. 

Whether you consider the entrance of the Modeste into the 
Columbia River essential for the protection of British interests 
in that quarter? if so, your reasons for that opinion. 

Having a despatch directed to Dr. McLoughlin, Chief 
director of the Hudsons Bay Company at Fort Vancouver, 
from Rear Admiral Sir G. F. Seymour, your opening it will 
assist me much, in my determination, with regard to entering 
the Columbia River. 

I have the honor to be 
pit 
Your most obedt. Servt. 
(Sd.) Tuos. Barttre Commander 


On Board Her Majesty S. Modeste 
at anchor in the straits of De Fuca 
Wednesday evening Octr. 8th 1845.° 

James Douglas to 

. Thomas Baillie Esqre. 

Captain of H.M.S. Modeste 


SIR, 
I had the honor of your communication of this evening, 
and beg in reply to state that itis y decided opinion, that, at 


BBs 22 3/0/93; 107105. 2B. 223/b/33, fo. 107-1074. 
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this moment, the presence of a Goverment vessel is essentially 
necessary for the support of British influence, and the 
protection of British interests, and property in the 
Columbia River and I may further add, that being intimately 
acquainted with Dr. McLoughlin’s sentiments on this subject, 
his opinion is perfectly in unison with that I have herein 
expressed. 

The reasons for this opinion are principally founded on the 
great and increasing American population, who are settling 
without any regard to the claims of Great Britain, in every part 
of the Territory, North and South of the Columbia River. 
These people not being under the controul of any Goverment, 
and having no generally acknowledged Code of Laws, and 
being animated with a spirit exceedingly hostile to Great 
Britain, may, as they have already done, attempt to intrude 
upon the improvements, and invade the property of British 
Subjects settled in the Country. 

Such trespasses, will, | am confident be resisted, and there is 
great danger that loss of life on both sides & the destruction of 
much valuable property, will be the consequence of any 
attempted infringment of our rights. 

I may also add, that before I left Fort Vancouver, on the 
15th ultimo. we had received certain intelligence of the near 
approach of a large body of Immigrants from the United 
States: this great accession to the American population, under 
the influence of strong anti British feelings, will increase their 
confidence, inflame existing national animosities, and greatly 
add, to the danger of our position in the Columbia. 

These are briefly the reasons which have induced me to 
express so decided an opinion on the subject of your letter, and 
on the necessity of having a Government officer, with an armed 
force at his disposal in the Columbia River to prevent. 
disturbances. I may moreover add for your information that 
Dr. McLoughlin in a late communication to the Honble. 
Captain Gordon of Her Majesty’s Ship America uses the 
following language. 

“ Iam happy to learn, that you are likely to return to this 
. Coast after taking in a supply of Provisions at the Sandwich 
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Islands, as I am of opinion, that, the presence of a vessel of 
war in this River will be useful; and, permit me to observe, 
that unless active measures are taken by Government for the 
protection, and encouragement of British influence, this 
Country will pass into other hands, as the overwhelming 
number of Americans, who are from year to year, coming to 
the country, will give an American tone and character, to 
its institutions, which it will be impossible afterwards to 
eradicate.”’ 

I have the honor to be 
Sir 
Your most obt. Servant 
(signed) James Douctas 
Chief Factor H.B. Comy. 


Vancouver 30th October 1845 4 


From John McLoughlin to 
Thomas Baillie Esq. 
Commander H.M. Sloop Modeste 


SIR 

I beg to congratulate you on your safe arrival in the 
Columbia River, and on my own account, I am happy that you 
return to this place, as it affords me an opportunity of renewing 
our acquaintance. 

I had the honor to receive Sir George F. Seymour’s despatch 
dated Callao 15th July 1845, and I have also perused your 
letter to Mr. Douglas of the 8th Oct., and perfectly agree with 
the opinions expressed in his reply thereto, and I am extremely 
happy you have decided on entering the River. I am happy 
to learn from Rear Admiral Seymour, that H.M. Government 
is determined to maintain their rights in this Country, as I had 
also the pleasure of being informed, in a letter from the 
Honble. Captain Gordon, when he arrived on the Coast in 
September last. 


1B. 223/b/33, fo. rog—rogd. 
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In the expectation of your having a quick passage to this 


place 


Iam 
Sir Your obedient 
humble Servant 


signed Joun McLovucuiin 


Her Majestys Sloop Modeste 
Off Fort George Columbia River 
Och. 3017 13465 
From Thomas Baillie to 
John McLoughlin Esqre. Chief Director 
Honble. H.B. Company Fort Vancouver. 


SIR 

I have the honor to inform you that Her Majestys Sloop 
under my command entered the Columbia River on the 18th 
ultmo. and this morning anchored off Fort George. 

Before further ascending the River I should wish to know 
if you concur in the opinion expressed by Mr. Douglas in a 
letter addressed to me (a copy of which I beg to enclose) in 
answer to mine of the same date requesting his opinion as to 
the necessity of the presence of a British Ship of War in the 
Columbia River for the protection of British subjects and 
property you will also oblige me by giving me your opinion as 
to the present state of affairs in Oregon in regard to the safety 
or otherwise of British Subjects and property. 

Mr. Douglas having offered the services of Mr. Sangster I 
took that gentleman on board at Fort Victoria. he has given 
me much satisfaction in the manner he piloted the ship over 
the Bar and up to Fort George. 

Should any vessel be shortly about to sail for Oahu I beg 
you will inform me in order that I may be prepared to send my 


despatches. I have the honor to be Sir 


Your most Obt. Servant 
Tuos. BarLiiz, Commdr. 


1 B..224)b/ 39, to; 14 Fs 
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Her Majesty’s Sloop Modeste 
off Fort George Novr. 15st 18451 


From Thomas Baillie to 
Dr. McLoughlin Chief Director 
Honble. H.B. Company, Fort Vancouver 


SIR 

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 30th 
Ultmo. and beg to thank you for your kind congratulations on 
my safe arrival in the Columbia River. 

The prospect of renewing my acquaintance with yourself 
and the Officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company, from whom 
on my last visit, I received so much kind attention, affords me 
much pleasure. 

On my arrival here, (Fort George) by the kindness of Mr. 
Birnie, I was enabled to send off a despatch to Fort Vancouver, 
but having this day received your letter (of the date above 
mentioned) stating that you had perused my letter of the 8th 
of Octr. to Mr. Douglas, and his reply thereto, and that you 
perfectly agree with the opinion therein expressed by him, I 
have, therefore, after mature consideration, determined to take 
the Ship up to Fort Vancouver, or as near that place, as the 
state of the River will allow, believing, as I firmly do, that, that 
is the place where the presence of a Vessel of War would have 
most effect, and probably prevent any Acts of aggression on 
either side. 

I have the honor to be 
Sir 
Your most obedt. Servt. 
(signed) Tos. BaILuiz 
Commander 


1B, 223/b/33, fo. 113-1134. 
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Fort Vancouver 8¢4 Decr. 18451 


From John McLoughlin to 
Thomas Baillie Esqre. 
Commander H.M.S. Modeste 


SIR 

With regard to the conversation I had this morning the 
honor of holding with you, I beg to observe that the people in 
the Settlement appear to be very quiet, and though I apprehend 
no danger, still there is no saying what may happen, and a few 
ill disposed individuals might cause a good deal of trouble by 
refusing to acknowledge the organization and infringe on our 
rights, causing trouble which might involve the two Countries 
in disturbances, and which they would not attempt if they saw 
an adequate force here to prevent them: for these reasons I 
consider it highly important that H.M.S. Modeste should 
remain here until at least we have fully ascertained that the 
great majority of the new Immigrants are well disposed, and 
that they have joined the Organization and are determined to 
support Law and maintain peace and order in the Settlement. 

I have the honor to be 
With the greatest respect 
Your obedt. humble Servt. 
(Signed) Joun McLoucuiin 


1A.11/51, enclosure to McLoughlin to Governor and Committee, Fort 
Vancouver, December 12, 1845. 
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Bruce, William 


According to his original contract with the Hudson’s Bay Company, William 
Bruce of the parish of Dornoch, Sutherland, Scotland, entered the Company’s 
service on June 20, 1825, for three years as a labourer at £15 per annum. He 
apparently served east of the Rocky Mountains until 1834, when he was 
transferred to Fort Vancouver; here he was employed as a gardener. He 
arrived in England from Hudson Bay in the Company’s ship Prince Rupert on 
October 20, 1838, and two days later entered into another contract as a labouring 
servant for five years at £22 per annum. He returned to the Columbia River 
shortly afterwards in the Company’s ship Vancouver. Martin, Hudson’s Bay 
Territories, p. 141, quotes “the report made by Commodore Wilkes to his 
Government”, “ After William Bruce’s first term of service had expired, he 
was desirous of returning to England, and was accordingly sent. This happened 
during the visit of Dr. McLaughlin to England. One day, an accidental meeting 
took place in a crowded street of London, where he begged Dr. McLaughlin to 
send him back to Vancouver. William Bruce was accordingly taken again into 
employ, and sent back in the next ship. In the meantime, however, he was sent 
to Chiswick, the seat of the Duke of Devonshire, to get a little more knowledge of 
his duties, and remained till the vessel sailed : but no place was like Vancouver to 
him; and all his success continues to be compared with Chiswick, which he 
endeavours to surpass : this is alike creditable to both.” ‘There is no documentary 
confirmation in the Company’s archives of the meeting of McLoughlin and Bruce, 
but there is evidence (A. 5/12, p. 212) that Bruce was taking out to Fort 
Vancouver some plants given to the Company by Joseph Paxton and that the 
gardeners at Chiswick House were requested to give Bruce “ any information . . . 
relating to the care of Plants & how to manage them and the Seeds”. Bruce 
died unmarried at Fort Vancouver on August 25, 1849. 


Douglas, ames 


James Douglas, born in 1803, was a son of John Douglas, who is said to 
have owned sugar plantations in Demerara, British Guiana. ‘The exact date 
of his birth is uncertain, one date given in Douglas’s own writing being 
June 5, and the date on the family monument in Ross Bay Cemetery, which 
he himself celebrated, being August 15. ‘There is also some confusion as to 
the place of his birth. Most biographers say that it was Demerara, British 
Guiana, but W. N. Sage in “Sir James Douglas and British Columbia” 
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(University of Toronto Studies, History and Economics, Vol. VI, No. 1, 1930), 
p- 14, states that, according to family tradition, Douglas was born in Lanarkshire, 
Scotland. In the records of the Hudson’s Bay Company, he is described as a 
“West Indian ” or a “‘ Scotch West Indian”. He attended a preparatory school 
in Lanark and, again according to family tradition, he was also at school in 
Chester. In 1819 he entered the service of the North West Company as a clerk, 
and on May 7 of that year he sailed in the brig Matthews from Liverpool to 
Quebec, where he arrived on June 25 following. According to the ledger of the 
North West Company for 1811-21, now in the archives of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, his contract was for six years at the rate of £16. 135. 4d. Halifax 
Currency, or two hundred North West livres per annum. Douglas arrived at 
Fort William on August 6, 1819, and remained there during the winter of 1819- 
20. He was transferred to Ile-d-la-Crosse in the summer of 1820, and at the 
coalition of the Hudson’s Bay and North West Companies in 1821 he was 
recorded as being a second class clerk and a “ promising young man”. His 
salary remained at the same rate, but as it was the practice of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company to keep their accounts in Sterling he was credited with £15 Sterling 
instead of £16. 135. 4¢. Halifax Currency per annum. He remained in the 
Ile-a-la-Crosse District until April, 1825, and then apparently spent the summer 
in charge of Fort Vermilion, Peace River. As he was considered a “ Fine steady 
active fellow good clerk & Trader, well adapted for a new country ”, he was 
transferred to Stuart Lake (Fort St. James) in the New Caledonia District, and 
his movements over the next few years can be traced in the journals of that post. 
He renewed his engagement for three years, beginning with June 1, 1825, and 
although his salary was raised to £60 per annum, William Connolly recorded in 
the Fort St. James’s journal on April 18, 1826 : “ Mr. Douglas’s salary I consider 
as inadequate to his merit... . He has served Six years of apprenticeship under 
able Masters during which period he acquired a good knowledge of the trade, of 
the General character of Indians & of the Method observed in Conducting the 
business—which added to a good Education, sound sense, and a frame of body 
and of mind able to carry him through any difficulty, qualify him in a high degree, 
for the service in which he is Engaged ” (B. 188/a/5). Douglas was a member of 
the brigade which left Fort St. James on May 5, 1826, to take out the New 
Caledonia returns to Fort Vancouver, where, according to Connolly’s journal 
(B. 188/a/9), they arrived on June 15. The party left Fort Vancouver on the 
return journey on July 5, and on reaching Walla Walla, Douglas was required to 
assist John Work on a horse trading expedition up the Snake River. After trading 
the horses Douglas rejoined the New Caledonia brigade at Okanagan and 


eventually arrived back at Fort St. James on September 23,1826. Father Morice _ 


was in error when he argued (History of the Northern Interior of British Columbia 
. . +) Pp. 133-4) that Douglas could not have established Fort Connolly (Bear 
Lake Post), and said that the credit should be given to Charles Ross. Journals in 
the archives of the Hudson’s Bay Company show that on October 12, 1826, 
‘“‘ Mr. Douglas, accompanied by the Interpreter Waccan, and three Men, set out 
(from Fort St. James] in a canoe for Tat-lah in conformity with the promise 


: APPENDIX B at 


made in the summer to meet the Secannies of the Mountains at that place about 
this period”. He was “simply instructed ” to trade with the Indians and if 
prospects were favourable he was to promise that a post would be established 
early in the following summer. Douglas returned on October 24 with fairly 
satisfactory trade returns and he reported that “ the place best adapted for the 
Establishment, both as to convenience for the Natives, and with regard to 
obtaining the means of subsistance ” was at the “ north end of a lake called Bears 
Tripe, about four days march beyond ‘Tat-lah, with which it has no 
communication by water ...”, and Connolly’s remarks in the Fort St. James’s 
Journal (B. 188/a/8) continued: “’They [the Indians] all promised to be 
prepared to meet the whites next summer, when they were told that an 
establishment should be formed for them. Appearances are to me sufficiently 
favourable to warrant that step being taken....” During the winter of 1826-27 
Douglas was stationed chiefly at Fort St. James, and on May 1, 1827, Connolly 
recorded in his journal (B. 188/a/10) that the duty of establishing Bear Lake 
post was entrusted to Douglas, and that preparations were being made for his 
departure. Douglas left Fort St. James on May 25 and spent a successful summer 
season establishing Bear Lake post and trading nearly nine packs of beaver and 
23% lbs. castorum. On October 24, after leaving Bear Lake post in “‘ as complete 
a state as could be expected ”, Douglas arrived back at Fort St. James, where his 
services “ were absolutely required” for the winter of 1827-28, and Charles 
Ross succeeded him at Bear Lake post. Douglas had given notice of his intention 
to retire at the expiration of his contract in 1828, but no doubt it was the offer of 
£100 per annum which made him reconsider his decision. Connolly took out 
the returns of trade to Fort Vancouver in the summer of 1828 and during his 
absence Douglas had charge of Fort St. James. Father Morice in History of the 
Northern Interior of British Columbia ..., pp. 139-47, relates an incident which 
occurred between Douglas and some Carrier Indians during Connolly’s absence, 
and whilst confirmation of the events can be obtained, it is not possible to check 
details from the brief accounts in the Company’s archives. We find that Douglas 
wrote to Connolly on August 3, 1828, stating that the “‘ accomplishment of a much 
desired event” had occurred. Zulth-nolly, one of the Fort George murderers 
of 1823 (see H.B.S8., III, 107n.) had been “ dispatched on the rst of this month 
in the Indian Village ... without confusion or any accident happening to any 
other individual...” (B. 188/b/6, p. 53). Connolly’s entry on September 17, 
1828, in the Fort St. James journal (B. 188/a/12) records that “‘ Some days after 
that affair [the death of Zulth-nolly] had taken place this old Rogue Qua, with 
as many others of his I'ribe as he could muster, entered the Fort and made their 
way into the House allarmed. Mr. Douglas suspecting that they had come with 
some evil intention immediately seized his arms, as also his men, but neither of 
them were able, from the crowd which surrounded them, to use them in turning 
these intruders out of the Fort. It is true that the Indians on their part used no 
other violence than to endeavour to preserve themselves from injury, and 
declared that they had no other view in this than to enter into an explanation 
with Mr. Douglas. But as that could have beer done without such a display, 
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the most favourable construction which can be put upon their conduct is that 
their intentions were by intimidation to extort what they might think proper in 
compensation for the death of their relation, and nothing but the determination 
Mr. Douglas evinced of defending himself to the last, saved him from being 
pillaged, and perhaps from being killed....” At the end of October, 1828, 
Douglas had another unfriendly encounter with the Indians, who “ appeared to 
be inveterate” against him. He was on his way to Fraser Lake when he was 
attacked without provocation, but according to John McDonnell’s account of 
the affair addressed to Connolly on November 7, 1828, from Fraser Lake 
(B. 188/b/6, p. 109), Douglas’s conduct “impressed the minds of the Natives 
with a higher opinion of the whites than they previously entertained”. On 
February 27, 1829, Connolly wrote to Simpson, “ Douglas’s life is much exposed 
among these Carriers, he would readily face a hundred of them, but he does not 
much like the idea of being assassinated, with your permission he might next year 
be removed to the Columbia, wherever he may be placed he cannot fail of being 
essentially useful”. (D. 4/122, fo. 30). At the Council of the Northern 
Department held in June, 1829 (see H.B.S., III, 243), Douglas was appointed to 
the Columbia District, and when the news of this appointment reached Stuart 
Lake towards the end of January, 1830, he prepared to leave for Fort Vancouver, 
where he was to be accountant for many years to come. In his “ Character 
Book ” of 1832, Governor Simpson described Douglas as “. . . A stout powerful 
active man of good conduct and respectable abilities ;—tolerably well Educated, 
expresses himself clearly on paper, understands our Counting House business and 
is an excellent Trader. Well qualified for any Service requiring bodily exertion, 
firmness of mind and the exercise of sound judgement, but furiously violent when 
roused. Has every reason to look forward to early promotion and 1s a likely man 
to fill a place at our Council board in course of time....” (A. 34/2, fos. 23d.— 
24). In December, 1834, Douglas was promoted to the rank of Chief Trader, 
and when Dr. McLoughlin came to England during outfit 1838-39 Douglas 
was “appointed to the principal management of the Establishment of Fort 
Vancouver and the other Posts &c on the Coast, and of the Trapping Expeditions 
likewise of the shipping . . .””, and some of his reports belonging to this period are 
printed in H.B.S., TV and VI. Douglas was promoted a Chief Factor in 
November, 1839, and on the return of McLoughlin to the charge of the Columbia 
District he resumed his position of accountant. In the spring of 1840 he led an 
expedition to the Alaskan coast for the purpose of taking over Stikine from the 
Russians as had been arranged under the agreement dated February 6, 1839, 
between the Hudson’s Bay Company and the Russian American Company, and 
he selected a site and began building operations at Fort Taku. For Douglas’s 
correspondence on this expedition see B.C. Hist. Quar., V, W. E. Ireland, 
‘James Douglas and the Russian American Company, 1840”, pp. 53-72. At 
the end of 1840 Douglas went to California to look into trading prospects in that 
region and his report to McLoughlin dated March 23, 1841, is printed in H.B.8., 
VI, 251-6. Douglas accompanied Sir George Simpson on his visit to Sitka in 
the autumn of 1841, and in a rough draft of a private letter from Simpson to 
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Andrew Colvile written on November 15, 1841, are the following remarks: 
“ Douglas... has long been under the Doctor [McLoughlin], & has acquired 
much of his mode of management, with perhaps a little more system; & being 
less over bearing in his disposition, will I think be very fit for the charge of this 
Depot [Fort Vancouver] whenever the Doctor may withdraw . . . PAYS AYU Ja 
In the summer of 1842 Douglas examined the southern end of Vancouver 
Island, which Captain McNeill had previously explored, and on the 
recommendation contained in his report to McLoughlin dated July 12, 1842 
(see The Beaver, March, 1943, “ The Founding of Victoria ”, pp. 4-7), Fort 
Victoria was built in the spring of 1843. Douglas directed the first operations 
there and then left Charles Ross in charge. (See B.C. Hist. Quar., VU, W. 
Kaye Lamb, “The Founding of Fort Victoria”, pp. 71-92). In 1845 it was 
decided by the Governor and Committee in London and the Governor and 
Council of the Northern Department that the business west of the Rocky 
Mountains had become too extensive for one individual, and that for outfit 
1845-46 the Columbia District was to be controlled by a Board of Management 
consisting of Dr. McLoughlin, P. S. Ogden and James Douglas. McLoughlin 
retired to Oregon City in January, 1846, and for several years thereafter the 
Board of Management consisted of Ogden, Douglas and John Work. As the 
most distinguished part of Douglas’s career was yet to come, and as his work as 
the second Governor of Vancouver Island and the first Governor of the Crown 
Colony of British Columbia, is outside the scope of this volume, reference must 
again be made to Sage, “ Sir James Douglas and British Columbia”. Briefly 
the facts are as follows. On January 13, 1849, the British Government ceded 
Vancouver Island to the Hudson’s Bay Company on the understanding that they 
were to promote colonisation. ‘The British Government appointed Richard 
Blanshard Governor, and Douglas was appointed the Company’s agent on the 
island. He removed there from Fort Vancouver in June, 1849. Blanshard 
arrived at Vancouver Island in March, 1850, but in the following November he 
sent his resignation to England. His last act before leaving the Colony on 
September 1, 1851, was to appoint a Council to manage the affairs of 
the island until his successor should be appointed. This Council consisted 
of Douglas as senior member, John Tod and James Cooper. Meanwhile 
Douglas had been appointed second Governor of Vancouver Island and 
his commission arrived from England in November, 1851. Douglas continued 
to serve Her Majesty’s Government and the Hudson’s Bay Company until 
1858, when he was offered the governorship of the Crown Colony of British 
Columbia on condition that he should cease to be connected with the Hudson’s 
Bay and Puget’s Sound Agricultural Companies. Douglas agreed to this 
condition and by 1859 he had disposed of all his interests in those concerns. His 
commission as Governor of Vancouver Island expired in 1863, and in that year 
he was created a Knight Commander of the Bath. On April 13, 1864, he retired 
from the government of British Columbia and settled in Victoria as a private 
citizen. He died there on August 2, 1877. Douglas married Amelia, the half- 
breed daughter of William Connolly, on April 27, 1828, according to the custom 
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of the country, and on February 28, 1837, they were married at Fort Vancouver 
by the Rev. Herbert Beaver, according to the rites of the Church of England. 
(See The Beaver, December, 1940, p. 12). One son and five daughters out of 
their thirteen children grew to maturity. Fora biography of Douglas’s brother, 
Alexander, who joined the North West Company in 1818 and became a clerk in 
the Hudson’s Bay Company after the coalition of 1821 see H.BS., Til, 436-7. 
A large amount of material relating to Douglas is preserved in the Provincial 
Archives at Victoria, British Columbia, and besides his official correspondence 
in the archives of the Hudson’s Bay Company there are many interesting private 
letters which he addressed to Sir George Simpson. 


Lane, Richard 


Richard Lane was a native of Sandgate, Kent, and was born about 1816. He L 


was appointed an apprentice clerk in the Northern Department at the Committee 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company held on December 1 3, 1837, and in the following 
June he sailed in the Company’s ship Prince Rupert from Gravesend to York 


Factory, where he landed on August 29. On September 6, 1838, he left for — 


the Red River District, where he was employed until the end of outfit 1844-45. 
On June 11, 1845, he was informed by Sir George Simpson that he had been 
transferred to the Columbia District, and that he was to start on his journey two 
days later. On arrival he was employed in the counting-house at Fort Vancouver, 
and in the spring of 1846 he brought out the district accounts to Red River, 
where he was married to Mary McDermott on June 13, 1846 (E. 4/2, fo. 98d.). 
Lane had obtained permission to marry from Sir George Simpson in the preceding 
year, but as a passage could not be granted to his wife at the time he had to leave 
for the Columbia, the ceremony had been postponed. Mary McDermott was 
the daughter of a native woman and Andrew McDermott, of the Red River 
Settlement, and a record of her baptism at Norway House on August 12, 1821, 
is to be found in E. 4/1, fo. 35. She accompanied her husband when he returned 
to the Columbia District later in 1846. For a reference to her death on May Io, 
1851, see Oregon Hist. Quar., XLI, E. R. Lockwood (ed.), “ Diary of Reverend 
G. H. Atkinson 1847-1858 ”, p. 212. Lane continued to be stationed in the 
Columbia District until he retired from the Company’s service in 1851. For 
about a year after his retirement he acted as the Company’s agent at Champoeg. 
According to Bancroft, History of Oregon, I, 62, n. 44, Lane served as county 
judge of Vancouver in 1847 under the Provisional Government, and for some 
time lived at Oregon City, and afterwards at Olympia, where he held several 
offices under the territorial legislature of Washington. He died at The Dalles 
in 1877 from an overdose of morphine, apparently taken with suicidal intent. 


McNeill, William Henry 


William Henry McNeill was a native of Boston, Massachusetts, where he was 
born in 1801. He became a master mariner in 1 823. Prior to his entry into the 
service of the Hudson’s Bay Company he was employed for many years trading 
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for Messrs. Sturgis & Co. of Boston on the Pacific North West Coast, where he 
obtained much valuable experience of the country and knowledge of the Indians. 
Owing to a strain, the Company’s schooner Vancouver became temporarily 
unserviceable in 1832, and as it was imperative that she should be replaced 
immediately, Duncan Finlayson sailed on June 27, 1832, to Honolulu to find a 
suitable vessel. After his departure the brig Lama arrived off the Coast, and it 
would appear that Captain McNeill, her commander, offered to sell his vessel to 
McLoughlin, who was not in a position to accept the offer. McNeill then 
proceeded to Honolulu, and since Finlayson had not seen a more suitable vessel 
he bought the Lama for £1,250 in August, 1832. With McLoughlin’s approval 
he engaged Captain McNeill for the Company’s service at £200 per annum, 
“£70 less than that allowed him by his last owners ”. ‘The Governor and 
Committee strongly disapproved of McLoughlin engaging Americans for the 
Company’s service, and it was not until October, I 834, that their acceptance of 
McLoughlin’s explanation of the urgency of the case and of the general 
incompetence of the English captains in the Company’s service reached the 
Columbia. The Lama arrived at Fort Vancouver on October 14, 1832, and on 
December 8 following McNeill received orders from McLoughlin to examine 
Milbanke Sound for a suitable site for the proposed Fort McLoughlin, and then 
to proceed to Fort Simpson, where he was to place himself under the instructions 
of P. S. Ogden. The Company soon recognised the worth of McNeill’s services, 
and when Simpson recommended to McLoughlin on July 8, 1834, that either 
the Lama or Vancouver should be sold (D. 4/20, fo. 20-20d.), he added, “‘ but 
Captn. McNeil is so valuable an officer, that we beg to recommend his being 
retained at any wages you may think his services worth, as his knowledge of the 
coast and the natives is highly important to the Concern, in the present stage of 
our business”. It was McNeill who, in the early summer of 1834, ransomed 
three Japanese from the Indians of the coast. These Japanese were the survivors 
of a crew of fourteen from a junk which had been wrecked off Cape Flattery 
during the previous winter. McNeill’s activities on the coast continued to give 
satisfaction, and in the summer of 1837 he was transferred to the command of the 
steamship Beaver. In accordance with instructions issued by McLoughlin in 
December, 1836 (B. 223/b/15, p. 117), the southern end of Vancouver Island 
was examined by McNeill when he was on his way from Fort Simpson to Fort 
Nisqually in the summer of 1837, and he reported finding “‘ an excellent harbour 
anda fine open country along the sea shore. . . . ” (B.201/a/3). The exploration 
had been made with the idea of finding a site for the proposed new depot, but 
nothing further was done until the end of 1837 when McLoughlin, after a visit 
to the spot examined by McNeill, declared it unsuitable. Simpson, however, 
instructed Douglas to re-examine the site and as his report of July 12, 1842, was 
favourable, arrangements were made and carried out to establish Fort Victoria in 
the spring of 1843. The Lama had been a source of embarrassment to the 
Company because she was a “ foreign bottom ” but after her sale there still 
remained the problem of McNeill’s nationality. According to the Navigation 
Acts it was illegal for the Company to have a foreign captain in command of a 
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British vessel, and to avoid trouble McLoughlin wrote to Work on November 1 6, 
1837: “ As Captain McNeill is not a British born Subject... if he falls in with 
an English Cruiser while in command of the Steamer it would expose her to 
seizure ; you will please make out the Papers in the name of Mr. Scarborough, 
for which his pay, will be raised to Eighty Pounds p. annum from st June 37, 
and perfectly understood, that the command is still to be with Captain McNeill, 
and on. falling in with any British Cruiser, Mr. Scarborough may step forward, 
and Declare himself Master, and be fully justified in Calling upon the Crew to 
defend the Company’s property, and resist seizure.” (B. 223/b/18, fo. 8). In 
January, 1838, the crew of the Beaver mutinied against McNeill’s discipline and 
John Work had to bring the vessel from Fort Simpson to Fort Nisqually with 
McNeill as a passenger. ‘The Captain’s authority had, of course, to be upheld 
and McNeill was re-instated. He had given in his resignation in the previous 
year and he was thus due to retire on June 1, 1838, but just before this the news, 
dated November 15, 1837, arrived at Fort Vancouver that the Governor and 
Committee were so satisfied with his services that they wished to promote “ him 
to the rank and emoluments of a Chief Trader in the concern if the difficulty of 
his being a citizen of the United States could be overcome by his becoming a 
British subject ” (A. 6/24, fo. 113). McNeill agreed to “ return to the Country 
and allegiance of his forefathers ” as soon as the Governor and Committee could 
enable him to take the necessary steps. ‘The Governor and Committee informed 


Douglas on October 31, 1838, (A. 6/25, fo. 12), that they approved of « 


Scarborough having the command of the Beaver and McNeill being supercargo 
and trader, and added that he could have the entire command and his name 
appear on the register if he would become a British subject, but in any case, if he 
continued in the service, whether he changed his allegiance or not, he would be 
promoted a Chief Trader in 1839. McNeill remained in the service and in 
November, 1839, he became a Chief Trader. He continued in command of the 
Beaver and as will be seen from Fourney Round the World, I, 181 et seq., he had 
Simpson for a passenger from Fort Nisqually to Sitka in the autumn of 1841. 
Meanwhile the Governor and Committee had taken advice on the measures 
necessary for McNeill to become a British subject. It was essential for him to 
come to England, but as he could not legally take command of one of the 
Company’s ships he came as supercargo of the Coz/izz in the autumn of 1842. 
On June 1, 1843, A. Barclay, the Company’s secretary in London, informed 
Simpson that he had “ had frequent interviews with McNeill who seems a sharp 
intelligent fellow ”, and who was then going on a visit to his family in Boston, 
but was expected back in London in time to take out the Cozw/itz to Columbia 
River (D. 5/8). McNeill left Boston on August 16, 1843, for England prior to 
his return to the Columbia on the Cow/itz. The Governor and Committee 
made no mention of McNeill in their letter dated September 27, 1843, other 
than to recommend that he “should have the special charge of the marine 
department”, and that McLoughlin’s orders should be transmitted through him 
to the ships’ officers. No reference was made to his naturalisation. The sailing 
instructions were addressed to William Heath as commander of the Cow/itz 
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(A. 6/26, fos. 73d.-75), but the final paragraph read: “ We wish you to 
understand that altho you have the nominal command of the Cow/itz, the chief 
authority is vested in Captn. McNeill, who is the representative of the 
Company, and whose instructions you will on all occasions follow.” From these 
circumstances it would appear that McNeill did not become a British subject as 
so many writers have asserted or, at least, that the formalities were not yet 
concluded. The Coz/itz arrived in Columbia River on July 1, 1844, after first 
calling at Sitka, and in the following November McLoughlin reported to the 
Governor and Committee that it was not practicable for McNeill to be placed 
“* at the head of the Naval Department”. Even if he had again taken command 
of the Beaver that vessel was not allowed to come to Fort Vancouver, and as 
McNeill had asked to be placed at a land establishment he was to be given the 
charge of Stikine. McNeill, writing privately to Simpson from Sitka on 
November 14, 1844, said: “ He [Sir J. H. Pelly] .. . told me that I was to take 
charge of and Superintend the Shipping in the Columbia and that he should 
write the Doctor to that effect which I Aear he did, no one ever told or said any 
thing to me on the subject on my arrival at Vancouver and as I wished to quit 
the Sea, asked for the charge of a Fort and was appointed to Stikine and Dodd to 
take the Steamer at all events as you must be aware I could not do justice to the 
Shipping without being stationed at Vancouver.” He then went on to give an 
account of his movements since his arrival in the Columbia River in July, and 
added that owing to some disorganisation he was waiting at Sitka for the arrival 
of the Beaver in which he would take a passage to Stikine to take up his charge. 
(D. 5/12). Ina further letter to Simpson, dated February 23, 1845, McNeill 
explained that when the Beaver arrived at Sitka Captain Humphreys would not 
take him aboard as there were no instructions to that effect from McLoughlin, 
who, of course, thought McNeill was already at Stikine. The Russians eventually 
took McNeill to Stikine in their steamer at the end of February, 1845. (D. 5/13). 
On September 3, 1846, McNeill wrote to Simpson asking for a change from 
Stikine as his health was suffering from the confined life he led there. (D. 5/18). 
He also wrote on the same lines to the Board of Management, but on September 
I, 1847, he again informed Simpson that as his request was not likely to be 
granted, owing to a lack of experienced traders, he had given in his resignation, 
but added the proviso that if he could have a change of post he would remain in 
the service. He continued: “ If I do go shall in all probability go to Calefornia 
or Sandh. Islands and try my luck there... look at my School mate Brewer at 
Oahu he has made a large fortune..... Two others made fortunes at the same 
stand, Viz. Hannewell and Pierce...” (D. 5/20). But McNeill obtained a 
change and remained in the Company’s service. The Minutes of Council show 
that for season 1848-49 he was appointed to the charge of Fort George and Cape 
Disappointment, and for 1849-50 to the coal mine at Fort Rupert. J. T.. 
Walbran, British Columbia Coast Names 1592-1906 (Ottawa, 1909), p. 185, 
states that “Captain McNeill, commanding the Beaver, superintended the 
building of the fort, which when finished was one of the most complete of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s posts, and was given the name of Fort Rupert. 


318 APPENDIX B 


” 


McNeill was placed in charge... In the summer of 1850 McNeill was sent 
to the Sandwich Islands to relieve Dugald Mactavish, who had been reported 
sick. On his arrival there he found that Mactavish had recovered, so he returned 
to Victoria. In the spring of 1851 McNeill initiated the new captain of the 
Beaver, Charles Stuart, ‘‘ into the trade and navigation of the coast”, and later in 
that year he took over the charge of Fort Simpson, where he apparently remained 
until 1859, when he went on furlough. He was promoted a Chief Factor in 
1856. On his return to the North West Coast in 1861 he was re-appointed to 
the charge of Fort Simpson, where he remained until November, 1863, when he 
left the Company’s service. He retired toa farm near Gonzales Point, Vancouver 
Island, but for a time before his death there on September 4, 1875, he commanded 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s steamer Exerprise. McNeill, like so many of his 
contemporaries in the fur trade, corresponded privately with Sir George 
Simpson, and in one letter (September 3, 1846, D. 5/18), when referring to his 
family he wrote: “...my Mother lives in Chesnut Street in Charlestown ear 
the Monument & also near the Dock Yard. My Brother is now a Captain in the 
U.S. Marine Corps... we have a large circle of friends and relatives in Boston 
and Charlestown.” References have also been found in the Company’s archives 
to McNeill’s sister, Sarah, his sons, William and Henry, and his daughter, 
Helen, wife of George Blenkinsop. McNeill was one of the signatories of the 
petition of 1869 to President Grant praying for the annexation of British 
Columbia to the United States. 


McPhail, ‘fohn 


John McPhail of Shabost, in the parish of Lochs, Ross-shire, Scotland, was 
born about 1809. He entered the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company as a 
labourer in 1832, and in June of that year sailed from Stornoway to York 
Factory in the Company’s ship Prince Rupert. He apparently spent the winter 
of 1832-33 somewhere in the Saskatchewan District, but for the remainder of 
his service he was stationed in the Columbia District, where his services were 
often at the disposal of the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company. McPhail 
worked as a labourer and middleman, chiefly at Fort Vancouver, until the end of 
outfit 1839-42, but from outfit 1842-43 until the end of outfit 1848-49 he was 
employed as a shepherd at Fort Vancouver. He then apparently retired, but 
his name appeared again in the Columbia accounts for trading seasons 1850-53, 
when he was listed as being a shepherd at Fort Nisqually. From outfit 1848-49 
until his final retirement in 1853 his wages were debited to the account of the 
Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company. McPhail apparently retired to Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, in January, 1853. His contract with the Hudson’s Bay 
Company dated March 1, 1850, is printed in Oregon Hist. Quar., XVII, 52-4. 


Peers, Henry Newsham 


Henry Newsham Peers came from Lymington, Hampshire, and was a son of 
Captain H. Peers of the Dragoon Guards. He was born on March 17, 1821, 
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and when in his teens he entered the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, 
where he spent eighteen months. Apparently the state of discipline there was 
such that the authorities were obliged “ to remove from the Establishment youths 
... whom under other circumstances ” they would not have “ visited with so 
severe a punishment”, and Peers was one of the youths who was removed. 
These facts were made known to Sir John Henry Pelly on October 8, 1840, when 
application was made for Henry Peers’s name to be entered on the “ List of 
Candidates for Clerks” in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and on 
January 5, 1841, he was appointed an apprentice clerk in the Montreal De- 
partment for five years at a progressive salary of £20, £25, £30, £40 and £50 
per annum. Another apprentice clerk who had been appointed to the Montreal 
Department at the same time as Peers was Wemyss McKenzie Simpson, a 
brother of Sir George Simpson’s wife, Lady Frances Simpson, who wrote to her 
husband on March 8, 1841, “... Captain Piers & his Son called here [New 
Grove House] yesterday (Sunday) & sat about half an hour—we all liked the 
young Man’s manner better than his Father’s—I think they are not quite at 
home, as to the nature of the service, and I should say the young Man was better 
qualified for a life of activity & enterprise than for the routine of a Counting 
House—his Father says his abilities for Engineering, Drawing Mapping &c are 
of the very highest order, & the youth himself expressed a hope that his services 
in these branches might be required—from his appearance & manner (both of 
which are very pleasing) I should say he was of an active enterprising turn of 
mind...” (H.B.C. Archives, Simpson’s Private Corres.) On March 17, 
1841, Lady Frances reported to her husband : “ Wemyss left us two days ago— 
Papa & Webster put him on board about 7 O’clock in the Evening, & he was soon 
after joined by his companion Mr. Piers...” (ibid.). ‘The two new recruits 
sailed on the Great Britain to Montreal, and during outfits 1841-42 and 1842- 
43 Peers was employed at Lachine. In 1843 he was transferred to the Columbia 
District, and it will be seen from p. 41,n. 1, that during the fire at and around 
Fort Vancouver in September, 1844, he had an opportunity to use his map- 
making abilities. He appears to have been stationed at Fort Vancouver from 
outfit 1843-44 until the end of outfit 1847-48, when he was appointed to the 
charge of Alexandria in New Caledonia, but he did not take up his charge for 
1848-49. In 1846 A. C. Anderson (see H.B.8., VI, 385) volunteered to search 
for a practicable route from Kamloops to Fort Langley so that the Brigade would 
not have to go through United States’ territory south of the Forty-ninth Parallel in 
order to reach the coast, but his efforts in that and the succeeding year were not 
altogether successful. Peers also had a share in this work in 1848 and 1849. (See 
Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, XVI, F. W. Howay, “The Raison 
d’Etre of Forts Yale and Hope”, pp. 59-60; B.C. Hist. Quar., Il, J. C. 
Goodfellow, ‘‘ Fur and Gold in Similkameen ”, pp. 73-63 and ibid., V, E. P. 
Creech, “ Similkameen Trails, 1846-61 ”, pp. 257-62.) On August 24, 1848, 
Donald Manson reported to the Board of Management that the route used to 
take in the New Caledonia outfit of 1848 was “‘ utterly impracticable for a large 
Brigade”, and that it was “absolutely necessary that active measures be 
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immediately adopted to discover some other route for the Interior Brigades ”’. 
Peers had accompanied Manson into New Caledonia that summer and it was 
arranged that he should immediately leave Kamloops “to examine Mr. 
Anderson’s return route, summer 1846” as from Indian report there was a 
possibility of shortening it and “ at the same time avoiding the impediments met 
with by Mr. Anderson that season”. (B. 223/b/37). Peers reported favourably 
on the route he followed which, after leaving Fraser River, followed successively 
“ the valleys of the Quequealla, Peers, and the Soaqua Rivers, from thence the 
crossing of the dividing ridge into the Similkameen Valley ”, and then fell upon = 
Anderson’s [return] track of 1846, which led to Thompson River. In the winter 
of 1848-49 it was Peers’s business to open up the route he had surveyed and to 
build Fort Hope near the mouth of the Coquihalla River for the convenience of 
the brigades passing to and from Thompson River. The route used by Anderson 
on his return journey in 1846 with the deviation surveyed by Peers in 1848 was 
first used by the New Caledonia brigades when taking in the outfits in the autumn 
of 1849. During outfit 1849-50 Peers was given the charge of Kamloops owing 
to the illness of John Tod, and in the following season (1850-51) he was a clerk 
at Fort Langley. In September, 1851, he took over the charge of the Cowlitz 
Farm, where he seems to have remained until 1857, when he went on furlough. 
He was promoted a Chief Trader in February, 1853. In the autumn of 1858 
Peers came to England, and he retired from the Company’s service as from 


June 1, 1859. He apparently went to Vancouver Island either at the end - 


of 1859 or in the following year, and he died at Colquitz Farm on March 27, 
1864. Peers, who was the member for Vancouver in the Oregon House of 
Representatives in 1846, married a daughter of James Murray Yale in 1849, and 
was survived by four daughters. Peers’s younger brother, Augustus Richard, 
was stationed in the Mackenzie River District for several years. 


Sinclair, William (funior) 

William Sinclair, junior, who was a son of Chief Factor William Sinclair (see 
H.B.S., Ill, 456-8) and Mary McKay Sinclair, and a nephew of Dr. 
McLoughlin’s wife, was born on September 25, 1827, at Lac la Pluie. It is not 
known when he went to the Columbia District, but on May 28, 1843, Dr. 
McLoughlin wrote to William Glen Rae at San Francisco: “ I send you Master 
William Sinclair, he is too young for an assistant, but he will do to copy & assist in 
the Store.” (B. 223/b/30, fo. 14). After Rae’s death Sinclair returned to Fort 
Vancouver, where he arrived in the spring of 1845, and according to instructions 
from Sir George Simpson he was “ entered on the list of App. Postmasters, with 
the prospect of coming forward to the rank of clerk ..his engagement 
commencing with the 1 June 1844, in consideration of his having been lately 
employed as assistant to C. T. Rae”. (D. 4/67, fo. 60d.). Sinclair appears to 
have been employed mostly in the Fort Vancouver Depot, and in 1849 he was 
promoted to the rank of clerk. He reconsidered a decision to leave the service 
at the end of outfit 1849-50, and remained in the Columbia District, being 
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employed at Forts Vancouver and Colvile until the end of outfit 1853-54. 
During the succeeding outfit he was clerk in charge at Fort Hall, and for outfit 
1855-56 he was disposable in the Oregon District. He was at Pend d’ Oreille in 
1856-57, and in the following trading season he took charge of the Cowlitz 
Farm, where he apparently remained until the end of outfit 1858-59. He was 
next appointed to the charge of Fort Colvile, but Chief Trader James A. Grahame 
reported to Simpson on November 28, 1859, that this “ faithful and trustworthy 
officer ” had suddenly and for no apparent reason decided to leave the service. 
(B. 223/b/42). Ina letter to Sinclair’s father dated May 22, 1860, Simpson sald, 
“T learn your son William has quitted the service and is going to seek his fortune 
at Victoria or the Fraser River gold mines. No persuasion would induce him to 
defer his retirement, even for a few months, so that it is probable he has something 
in view that he considers more promising than fur trading.” After Sinclair 
retired he remained in the Flathead Country, apparently at Fort Owen. He 
was a cabin passenger on the Company’s ship Prince of Wales from York Factory 
to London in the autumn of 1862, and he returned to Hudson Bay in the following 
year. By February, 1864, Sinclair was west of the Rocky Mountains. He had 
re-entered the Company’s service for a short period and was en route to Kamloops 
to be assistant to Chief Trader J. W. McKay. During the winter of 1864-65 
Sinclair was assistant at Fort Colvile, where he was joined by his wife and 
children. His engagement, which had been at the rate of £100 per annum, 
expired at the end of outfit 1864-65, and nothing more is known of his movements 
until 1868, when, according to his father’s will, he was living in Elizabethtown, 
Ontario. In June, 1869, letters were addressed to him at Brockville, Canada 
West. Sinclair was apparently in Victoria, Vancouver Island, in 1878, and in 
June of that year he once again entered the Company’s service. He was classed as 
a postmaster and appointed to the charge of Bella Coola in British Columbia. He 
remained here until about November, 1882, when arrangements were made for 
the post to be closed. During the succeeding six months Sinclair apparently served 
as purser on board the Company’s steamer Ofter, and in July, 1883, he was 
instructed to go to Kamloops, where he was stationed until the end of March,1884. 
During the remaining years of his service Sinclair had charge in turn of Hazelton, 
Yale, Langley and Fraser Lake. He committed suicide by shooting himself on 
October 30, 1899, and he was buried at Fraser Lake on November 3, 1 899. All 
the reports on his character speak of him as being a good and trustworthy servant. 
Sinclair married Jemima Kittson, daughter of William Kittson (see HBS tii, 
443) and step-daughter of Richard Grant (ibid., p. 442). She was living in 
Victoria, Vancouver Island, at the time of her husband’s death. 
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Bonaventura River, see Sacramento 
River 

Boots, 14” 


Bottineau, Bazil, 47, 134” 

Boulanger (Bellanger), Charles, 19, 115 

Boundary, see Oregon 

Bridge River, 39 

Brigades, 31, 32, 63, 75%, 85, 90, 100, 
132 

British and American Joint Commission, 
138” 

British Columbia, 617 

Brotchie, William, xix, xxi,°xxll 

Brothers (barque), 13, 31, 35) 59. 63, 
122” 

Bruce, William, 60, 107 ; biography of, 
309 

Buchanan, James, 72, 75, 86, 87, 129, 
268 

Bull (brig), 101 

Burke, Joseph, 59 

Burnett, Peter Hardeman, xxxviil, 190 

Burns, Hugh, 238, 239, 244 

Butter, xi 

Buxton, Henry, 244 


*“CapBORO” (schooner), commanded 
by : W. Brotchie, xix, J. Scarborough, 
57, ZE. Simpson, xvili ; condition of, 
57, 1243 goods for, 192 ; mentioned, 
58”, 75”, 1253 on the stocks, 190; 
voyages of, 58, 83, 85, 89, 124, 143, 
186, 193-4 

Calhoun, John C., xxxi 

California, accounts, XXV1, XXVily 29, 54, 
55, 65-6, 136-7; agent for H.B.C. in, 
xxix ; beaver from, xviii, XXli, XXVIil, 
29, 55, 65 3 British vice-consul in, see 
Forbes, J. A.; business to be wound 
up in, XXV, XXV#, XXVI, XXVi”, XXVIl, 
xxix, lvill, 68, 84, 85, 143, 149, 151-2, 
171; cattle from, xiv, Xv, XVl, XViil, 
EX, KXXIV, 129, 129%, 130, 18351293, 
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California—cont. 
278 ; chestnut of, 60; debts in, xxix, 
83, 84; Douglas’s interest in, xxiii ; 
J. A. Forbes in charge in, 76-7; 
Governors of, xxii, xxxvili; hides 
from, -xiV, XVill, XIX, Xxi, Xxil, xxiv 
XXV1; 295 545 55> 565 57, 65-6, 76m, 782, 
79, 82, 83, 84, 136, 192; hostility to 
H.B.C. in, xxvii, 79 ; hunting party in, 
XIX, XXU, XXill, XxVi7, xxvii, 305 Jacke 
of shipping for, xxvi, 29, 55, 56, 82-3, 
168 ; McLoughlin’s attitude to and 
remarks on business in, xx-i, xxiil, 
XXIV, XXV, XXVi, XXvli, lvi, 5, 29-30, 
54-7, 60, 65-6, 75-85, 167, 168; 
mentioned, xxili, 12, 53, 59%, 757, 158, 
162, 181, 192, 199, 200, 2697, 272, 
273, 276, 291 ; Mexican rule in, 772; 
Modeste in, XXVll; otters from, XVIil, 
XIX—XX, XXI, XXil, XXVII, XXVill, $4, 5508 
W. G. Rae in charge i in, XXill, 295 75 5 
returns from, xxvi, 29 ; revolts in, 77, 
77m, 81 ; Russian post in, xii, see also 
Fort Ross; settlers for, 28, 34, 47, 
258, 290; sheep from, xvi, xxi; 
Simpson’s views on business in, xxi, 
XXiV-V, XXvll, xxix; tallow (grease) 
from, xiv, XVili, Xix, XXi, XXil, XXiv, 
XXV1, 29, 54, 787, 83, 84, 113; valua- 
tion of property in, xxix, 78”, 83-4; 
visited by McLoughlin and Simpson, 
12; wheat from, xxi, 29, 54, 112, 113, 
136, 192; see also Rae, W. G., San 
Francisco 

California, Upper, 277 

Callao, 147”, 299, 305 

Camass Plain, 38 

Cameron, John Dugald, 120”, 275 

Camésun, see Fort Victoria 

Camdosun Narrows, 185 

Campbell, John G., 138 

Campement de Sable (Champoeg), 138, 
139, 148 

Canadians, 7, 17, 44, 1733 see also 
Settlers, Willamette Settlement 

Canning, George, 301, 302” 

Cape Disappointment, 279 

Cape Lookout, 272 

Cape Tatnam, 79” 

Captain Cole, 19, 27 

Carless, Joseph, 1457, 146 


INDEX 


Carmichael, —, 276 

Casino (Indian chief), 40 

Cathlamet (Catlamatte), 183 

Cattle, xxxv, 39, 47, 143, 178, 252) 2535 
276, 289; see also California 

Cayuse Indians, 183 

Census, 70 

Champoeg (Campement de 
XXXVil, 1387, 1397 

Champoeg County, 226, 227, 236, 249 

Chapman, Capt., 126 

Chehalem Valley, 244, 249 

Chenamus (brig), 91, 94, 98, 100, 182, 
190, 257 

Chicago, 120, 121” 

Christian Advocate, 219 

Clackamas County, 222, 226, 227, 236, 
249 

Clackamas River, 199, 200, 211 

Clarendon, Earl of, 300 

Clark, Ransom, 220, 235 

Clark, Captain William, 
106 

Clatsop County, 221, 226, 234, 236 

Coal, 258 

Collette, Octave, 48, 1337, 145 

Collingwood (H.M.S.), 74, 147”, 299 

Columbia (barque), commanded by A. 
Duncan, 52, 68, 1343 crew of, 52; 
mentioned, 437, 53%, 55, 56, 79”, 192, 
2073 provisions for, 52 ; voyages of, 
20, 31, 52, 58, 65, 192-3 5 voyage to 
England of, 53, 57, 587, 61, 66, 68, 
134 

Columbia District, accounts, 54, 126, 
126, 136 ; Board of Management for, 
lvin, lviii, lvilin, lix, 142” ; boots for 
142; change of management in, lvii, 
752, 9O, 113-14, 141-2 ; conditions in, 
li; debts in, 88; exports from, xxi ; 
farms in, xiii; goods for, 1247, 188 ; 
McLoughlin’s management of, Ix, 
172 ; McLoughlin requests the charge 
of, 114, 141, 158, 1633 mentioned, 
XVill, XX, XXV1, XXIX, 457, 79N, 99, 1220, 
160 ; Sandwich Islands detached from, 
lyiii, 91” 3 servants in, 14, 15, 17 5 
shipping in, 567, 191-4 ; Simpson in, 
XV, XXX, Xxxil; trade of, lvi—vil, 118, 
181-2 ; treatment of servants in, lvi, 
131-2 


Sable), 


XXX, £04, 


cts 


Columbia River, bar of, 83, 181, 186, 
271, 2753 boundary at, xxx, xviii, 
120, 162, 301”; British interests on, 
74, 967, 292, 3043 H.B.C. posts on, 
267; letters etc. addressed from, xivz, 
L370 94, 96%, 97, 2593 mentioned, 
XXXill, XXXVI, 587, 61m, 67, 79”, 87n, 
143, 2697, 279, 282, 296, 299, 303 ; 
mill on, xl; Modeste in, liti, lv, 1, 35, 
148, 305, 306, 3073; north side of, 
XXXV, XXXIX, 104, 106, 109, 1227, 140, 
197, 209, 226, 263, 264, 267, 289, 292, 
293, 304.3 outfit for, 88%; south side 
Of ERY, XEXIX, XL, XV, 34, 72), 95, 1035, 
179, 234, 258, 304; suggested visit of 
warship to, liv, 102, 268, 283, 284, 305 
306 

Colvile, Andrew, xiii 

Competition, see Opposition 

Congress, Petitions to, see Petitions 

Consario, U.S. ship, 271 

Consolidated Mining & Smelting Co. 
Ltd., 622 

Convoy, 274 

Cook, Amos, 236 

Couch, Capt., 28, 88, 126, 127, 289 

Cowes, 63 

Cowlitz, (barque), commanded by W. H. 
McNeill, 181; mentioned, 20, 757, 
Oi, 1733; ° voyages of, ati, xxiv, 
MOVE 215 55s 5755051035055 07s 705 
81, 83, 85, 97%, 132-3, 133%, 143, 144, 
146, 152, 191 

Cowlitz Portage (Settlement), xv, xxxv, 
As, 49) 509) 95) L075 108, 133, 140, 
148 

Cowlitz River, 132, 133, 1337 

Cows, 45 

Crate, Mr., 200 

Credit, see Debts 

Cresswell, Mr., 582 

Cushing, Caleb, xxxui, li, 72, 75, 268, 
269, 269” 

Cushing, Mr., debts owing to, 88; his 
store, 182 


DALLES (LOWER COLUMBIA’ R.), 128, 
288, 289, 295, 343 

Dalles (Upper Columbia R.), 64%, 85, 343 

Davie, Allan, 248 

Deals, see Timber 
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Debts, 179; see also California, Settlers, 
Willamette Settlement 

Deed Poll, xvi, lix, 114” 

De Fuca, Strait of, see Juan de Fuca 
Strait 

Derby, 13th Earl of, 597 

Derby, 14th Earl of, 97 

Deserters, see Servants 

De Smet, Rev. P. J.; 4, 36, 53: 137, 184 

Diamond (barque), 57, 192, 192” 

Dodd, Charles, at Stikine, 48; com- 
mands Beaver, 313 criticised by 
McLoughlin, 26; deposition of, 27 ; 
in charge at Stikine, 10, 26, 47, 51, 
133-4, 1823; mentioned, 10, 25; 
Simpson’s instructions to, 10, 24, 27 

Dominis (Domenes), John, 273, 274 

Dougherty, William P., 244 

Douglas, David, 622 

Douglas, James, accompanies Baillie to 
Willamette Settlement, 1, 34, 180; 
accompanies Warre and Vavasour to 
Willamette Settlement, 146 ; address 
to Oregon citizens from, 263-5 ; ad- 
ministers the business at Fort Van- 
couver, lviliz; agrees to support 
Oregon Provisional Government, 99, 
105-6, 149; appointed a judge, 106 ; 
appointed to Board of Management, 
lvili, lix, 142” ; biography of, 309-14 ; 
defends policy towards settlers, 189 ; 
depositions taken by, 20, 25, 27, 164 ; 
H.B.C. land claim in name of, 107, 
107” ; letters from Baillie to, 303, 305, 
307; letters from Governor and 
Committee to, xii, XXXVI, 152”, 1617 ; 
letters from Simpson to, lvin, lviia, 
Ixin, 537, 1187, 126, 1302, 133%, 134”, 
135% 142m, 165, 177, 285, 286; 
letters to Baillie from 5”, 148%, 303, 
306; letters to Governor and Com- 
mittee from, xxliz, xxxiva; letters to 
McLoughlin from, 37-44, 161 ; letters 
to Simpson from, xix”, xxix”, XXX1, 
xxxvn, xlv, xlvii, liv, lvz, lvi, lviiiz, 
Ixiin, 177, 188, 285, 286” ; mentioned, 
XX1, XXVU, xlii, 7, 10, 50, 62m, 100, 101, 
1§2, 156, 161, 166, 168, 169, 210, 215, 
2973 negotiates with Russians, xii, 
xxiii; praised by McLoughlin, xxiii, 
445 requests furlough, 187; views 
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Douglas, James—cont. 
on: Californian trade, xxii, xxill, 
Xxvi, missionaries, 184-5, Willamette 
Falls claim, xlv, xlvii ; visits: H.M.S. 
America, 147, California, xxili, xxviii, 
Fort Stikine, xiii, 8, N. W. Coast, 26 
Dryad (brig), xii, Xvi, Xvill, 79”, 282 
Dubois, Pierre, 9, 46 
Dudoit, Jules, 92 
Duncan, Alexander, 47, 52, 58”, 68, 134 
Dupaty, Jean Baptiste, 248 
Dupetit-Thouars, Abel, 92” 
Dysentery, 6, 181 


EBBETS, GEORGE, 244 

Elijah (Indian), 183 

Ellice, Edward, 161 

Emigrants, see Settlers 

Eough, Richard, 244 

Ermatinger, Francis, xxv, 30, 107, 138 
212, 265, 270, 290 

Esquimaux (ship), 797 

Etholine, Adolph Karlovich, 20, 21, 67, 
69, 112, 145 

Express, 6, 159” 


FALATINE PLamns, see Tualatin Plains 

Fallerdeau, Louis, 47 

Farming, xv % 

Featherstowhaugh, Mr., 270 

Felix, 46 

Fenton, John, 122-32 

Ferries, 238-9, 241 

Fever, 6, 278, 280 

Figueroa, General José, 276, 277 

Finlayson, Duncan, 76”, 276 

Finlayson, Roderick, deposition by, 25, 
1173 in charge of Fort Victoria, 147 ; 
mentioned, 26; transferred from 
Stikine to Fort Simpson, 23, 24, 28, 
171, 177, 178 

Fire Engine, 52 

Flatbow Lake, see Kootenay Lake 

Flatbow River, see Kootenay River 

Flathead Country, 5, 36 

Flathead Indians, 36, 270 

Flere, Thomas H., 13, 31, 56, 59”, 60, 
63, 64, 122” 

Flett, David, 637, 64 

Flett, David (of Harray), 

Flett, John, 1457 
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Flett, Thomas, 46 

Fleuri (Fleury), Benoni, 19, 27 

Flint, Messrs., A. & E., 13, 13% 

Flint, Lewis, 137 

Flour, for export, xxi, 124, 148, 153 5 for 
H.M. Ships, 125, 1393; for Sidney, 
112 3 for Tahiti, 92-3 5 prices of, 156 ; 
see also Russians, Sandwich Islands 
Forbes, James Alexander, xix, 75-7, 767, 
77M, 78, 84 

Forcier, Narcisse, 49, 5° 

Forrest, Charles, 14, 49, 50, 51, 106, 134, 


135 
Forsyth, John, 269” 
Fort Babine, 647 
Fort Colvile, 46, 647, 138 


Fort Dearborn, 1207” 


Fort Durham, see Fort Taku 

Fort Garry, 71”, 1257, 129” 

Fort George, 70, 120”, 143, 148”, 183, 
267, 271, 306, 307 

Fort Hall, 34, 597, 288, 289 

Fort Langley, census of Indians at, 70 5 
establishment of, 183; Indians at, 
18-19 ; mentioned, 19, 83, 193, 194 3 
outfit for, 31, 58, 1925 salt for, 85; 
trade of, 181-2 

Fort McLoughlin, 19, 51, 182, 192, 193 
Fort Nez Percées (Walla Walla), 59, 90; 
100, 183 

Fort Nisqually, Beaver at, 47 ; census of 
Indians at, 70 3 crops at, 85 ; farm at, 
64; H.B.C. land claim at, li, 108 ; 
in charge of Angus McDonald (a), 
22; letters addressed from, 21 ; 
McLoughlin at, 50; mentioned, 49, 
83, 155, 185, 187, 193, 194 3 Outfit for, 
31, 58, 192; returns of, 182 ; settlers 
at, MK 

Fort Okanagan, xvz 


Fort Ross, xii, XXvil 


Fort Simpson, goods for, 83, 186, 192 5 
in charge of J. Work, 178 ; Indians at, 
19, 483; letters addressed from, 8; 
mentioned, 21, 22, 31, 49, 145%, 193 5 
Modéeste at, 181 3 returns of, 51, 182, 
191, 192 ; to become a depot, 88” | 

Fort Stikine, accounts, 26-7 ; Canadians 
at, 7; Douglas at, xili, 8 ; in charge 
atc. Go Dodds 105.926, Ay 52> 
McLoughlin, jnr., 9, 9% 117) D. 


Fort Stikine—cont. 


Manson, 26, 48; Indians at, 17-18 ; 
Iroquois at, 7 ; letters addressed from, 
gn, 26, 1347 ; mentioned, 21, 24, 145, 
171, 173, 1933; murder plot at, 47 ; 
outfits for, 186, 192; returns of, 51, 
182, 191, 1923; Sandwich Islanders 
(Kanakas) at, 7; servants at, lyi,. 95 
I2, 19, 20) 47) 49) 51, I15, TL6, 1337; 
134, 145 3 Simpson at, 8, 12, 23, 27; 
172 


Fort Taku (Taco, Tacow, Fort Durham), 


51, 182, 191, 193 


Fort Vancouver, board of management 


at, lvin, see also Columbia District ; 
brigade arrives at, 85; census of 
Indians at, 70 ; complement of men at, 
15; crops at, 85, 148; danger from 
settlers to, 87, 160, 163, 169, 291, 293 5 
doctor at, 280; Douglas administers 
business at, lviliz ; express arrives at, 
6; farms at, xiv, xvil, lin, 36, 140 ; 
fever at, 279-80; fire at, 37-45, 
186-7; fire engine for, 52; goods 
for, 69 ; harvest at, 4; H. J. Kelley at, 
XXXii, XXxiii, 281; land claim at, 107”, 
108, 155, 2633 letters and reports 
addressed from, 1, 57, 6, 13, 37) 50% 
59, 61, 63, 65, 66, 67, 68”, 69, 71, 71M; 
75, QIN, 92M, 94, 96, 96%, 97, 120M, 
131M, 1320, 1447, 146m, 147%, 149, 
IAQN, 151, 152M, 153%, 159%, 177, 188, 
199, 201, 205, 212) 253, 254» 255» 2575 
259, 262, 263, 265, 285, 305, 308; 
lumber at, 165 ; McLoughlin at, xi, 
99, 142%, 209, 214, 257, 303) 306, 
307; McLoughlin removes from l1xi ; 
map of, 41”, 4273 mentioned, xix, 
XXi, XXV1, XXX, xlili, 23, 43%, 54, 83, 
123m, 162, 168, 172, I9I, 192, 193, 
194, 267, 271, 276, 287, 288, 295, 299, 
304; mill at, 157; Modeste at, XXVIl, 
liv, lv, see also Modeste, EViESas 
Lieut, W. Peel at, liv; Red River 
settlers arrive at, xxxv ; retail business 
moves to Oregon City from, lh; 
reserve outfits not to be kept at, 887 ; 
returns of, 85, 182 ; sentries suggested 
for, 89 ; servants at, 44, 132 5 Simpson 
at, xxiv ; site of, 122%; sole source of 
supply at, lii; teachers for 077) 5 
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Fort Vancouver—cont. 
trade with settlers at, 12 ifs: EZ S 
trespasses at, liv, 259-67; Warre and 
Vavasour at, lv ; wheat at, 148 

Fort Victoria (Camésun), cargo for, 74, 
83, 85, 143, 192; farm at, 140, 186 ; 
flour for H.M. ships at, 125; furs to 
be left at, 89, 124; Hon. J. Gordon’s 
opinion of, 1467; in charge of R. 
Finlayson, 147; mentioned, 58, 85, 
152, 185, 187, 193, 194, 306 ; Modeste 
at, XXviil, 181; outfits landed at, 31, 
124, 125, 186, 191 ; returns of, 182 ; 
ships for England to depart from 88m, 
146, 193; to become a depot, 88”, 
124m 

Fowler, Bartholomew, 55 

Frémont, John Charles, 138”, 290 

French-Canadians, see Canadians 

French, Mr., 258 

Furs, 51, 782, 83, 84, 89, 186, 1923 see 
also Beaver, Martens 


GALLATIN, ALBERT, 3017 

Ganymede (barque), 79” 

Garrison, J. M., 105, 149 

Gary (Garry), Rev. George, 36, oa 
217, 219 

Geiger, Mr., 212 

Geyer, Karl Andreas, 53, 537, 66, 67, 
160, 161” 

Gilpin, Mr., 214, 215 

Gordon, Hon. John, liv, 146, 147, 299, 
304, 305 

Governors Island, xl 

Grahame, James Allan, 107 

Grain, 43, 44, Si 

Gray, Dr. Asa, 532 

Grease, see Tallow 

Great Sandy Creek, 160 

Greenway, Mr., 258 

Greenwich, 53” 

Greenwich Apprentices, 79” 

Griffin, J. S., 249 

Guilbeaut, Hilard, 49, 50 


HADDINGTON, EARL oF, 17 
Halifax Currency, 79”, 310, 343 
Hamburg, xiii 

Hanego Joe, 8 

Harriott, John Edward, 49 
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Harvey, A. G., 621 

Harvey, Daniel, 38, 39, 41, 42, 43 

Hastings, Lansford W., xliii, xlvii, 28, 
203, 2515 253, 290 

Hathaway (Heatherway), Felix, xli, xlii, 
xlili, 200, 234 

Hawaii, see Sandwich Islands 

Heathfield & Burgess, Messrs., 627 

Hembrie, H. J.,.235 

Heron, George, 19, 27 

Heroux, Jean, 14 

Heroux, Urbain, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 16, 19, 
20, 24, 27, 116, 173 

Hewitt, Adam, 244 

Hides, xiv, xvi, 52, 129”; see also Cali- 
fornia 

Hinckly, Capt., 78”, 81 

Hines, Mr., 215, 261 

Holmes, William, 249 

Honolulu, see Sandwich Islands 

Hood Canal, xxx 

Hooker, Sir William Jackson, 59, 60 

Hopkins, Edward Martin, 1777, 1887 

Horses, xviii, 39, 45, 227, 277 

House of Commons, 301 

House of Lords, 300 

Hudson’s Bay Company, Governor and 
Committee of the, agreement (1839) 
with Russian American Co., xi, xii, 
xill ; comment on young McLough- 
lin’s murder, 115; Governor, see 
Pelly, Sir J. H. ; hostility in California 
towards, xxvii, 79 ; hostility in United 
States towards, xxxili, xxxiv, liii, 4, 87, 
129; land claim at Fort Vancouver, 
IOI, 107, 107”, 108, 259-67; landclaim 
at Willamette Falls, xviii, xxxix, xl, xli, 
xli, xliii, xliv, xlv, xlvi, xlvii, xlviii, 
Ivili, 121, 123, 154-9, 1567, 18%, 197; 
letters from Douglas to, xxiin, xxxivn ; 
letters from McLoughlin to xvi, 
XVIli7, XiXM, XXiVM, XXViN, XXViin, Xxx”, 
XXXlil, XXXVii”, XXXViliz, xxxixm, xliiin, 
In, lin, liiin, lviiin, 1, 3m, 4, 6, T350cAe 
22, 29, 35, 58, 60, 71, 72, 75, 852, 870, 
89; 94, 96, 97, 103, 112, 113, 114, 1227, 
125, 131, 151, 1527, 153, 1537, 186, 
256m, 268; letters from Simpson to, 
XIV, XVM, XXM, XXXin, XXxiin, xxxiva, 
XXXV#, XXxviin, xln, xliin, xlvii, liva, 
167, 22, QIN, 117, 118, 118%, 120” 
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Hudson’s Bay Company—cont. 
122m, 125m, 129”, 186; letters to 
Douglas from, xii, XXxvin, 1617; 
letters to McLoughlin from, xviz, xxn, 
RVI, 1%, 225 29> §3%) 103, ITO, ITT, 
II3, I19, 127, 128%, 140”, 1617, 1647 5 
letters to Ogden, Douglas and Work 
from, 1527; letters to Simpson from, 
Xvliz, xxiv, lviin, 58”, 110, 118, 1187, 
123, 1247, 125”, 1292; minutes of 
meeting of, xlix, lixm ; Northern Dept. 
and Council of, xiii, xvii, xxi, xlix, ln, 
Iviii, lixn, Ixm, 58”, 71, 114, 119”, 126, 
136, 138, 140, I41, 142”, 1507, 2857, 
286, 287 ; relations between American 
settlers and, xxx, Xxxvi, 73, 86-7, 977, 
TOI, 10, 155; 163-4,° 168-9, 471, 
178-9, 219, 2513; relations between 
Canadians and, xxxix; relations be- 
tween McLoughlin and, xvi, xvi, 
xxvili; Secretary to, see Barclay, A. ; 
support Oregon Provisional Govern- 
ment, Xxxix, 94-5, 97-110, 287, 291, 
292; trading lists of 717; views on: 
Californian business, xxi, XXV, XXVv7, 
McLoughlin’s scheme for the export 
of beef and tallow, xiv, xv—xvii, op- 
position, 119, 127, settlers’ debts, 126 

Hudspeth, Mr., 202 

Humphreys, Charles, 47, 145-6 

Huskisson, William, 3017, 3027 


IDAHO, 61” 

Immigrants, see Settlers 

Indefatigable (brig), 4, 36, 184 

Indian corn, 34 

Indians (natives), alarmed at the advance 
of settlement, lili; attacks by, 272, 
273, 2743 census of, 70, 70-1”; 
deaths from dysentery of, 6, 181 ; 
hostility of, 1573; mentioned, 89; 
slavery amongst, 271 ;_ trading habits 
of, 18 ; wives of H.B.C. servants, 18 ; 
see also Blackfeet, Cayouse, etc. 

Iowa Laws, 32, 225, 227 

Iroquois, 7, 16 

Island Milling Company, xli, xlii, xliv, 


200, 207, 211, 213, 218 


JACKSON, JOHN R., 107 
Jenkins, Father, 36 


5 


Jesuits, see Missionaries 

Juan de Fuca Strait, xxx, liv, 124, 185, 
186, 303 

Juan Fernandez Island, 74 


KAKEPE, see KEKIPI 

Kamchatka, 112, 128 

Kanakas, see Sandwich Islanders 

Kanaquassé, Pierre, 7, 10, 16, 19, 20, 25, 
117 

Kawenassé, Antoine, 7, 19 

Keith, James, 14, 131 

Kekipi (Kakepé), 27 

Kelley, Hall J., xxxil, xxxill, 129, 147 
269”, 277, 278, 279, 280-2 

Kew Gardens, see Royal Botanic Gardens 

Killimaux (Tillamook) Country, 272 

Kipling, Charles, 282 

Kootenay District, 61”, 621 

Kootenay (Flatbow) Lake, 617, 62, 621 

Kootenay (Flatbow, McGillivray) River, 
61n, 301” 


LACHINE, 15, 167 

Lac la Pluie, 96 

Laframboise, Michel, xix, xxvii, xxvili7, 
278, 279 

Lagraisse (La Grasse), 117 

Lama (brig), xix, Xx, 277 

Land Laws, see Oregon 

Landrie, Joseph, 46” 

Lane, Richard, 107 ; biography of, 314 

Langlois, Rev. L. A., xxxix, 32 

Larocque, M., 249 

Lasserte (La Certe), William, 7, 12, 19, 27 

Lausanne (ship), XXXlil, Xxxiv, 1267, 200 

La Venus (frigate), 927 

Lavoie, -, 134 

Lead Ore, 617, 62 

Le Clair, Louis, 19 

Lee, Barton, 105, 149 

Lee, Ho An Ga 105; T40 

Lee, Rev. Jason, acts for A. Waller, 203, 
208 ; acts for Methodist Mission, 196, 
204, 211, 213, 2183; correspondence 
with McLoughlin, 121”, 199-202, 
219; memorial to Congress, 2697 ; 
mentioned, xxxili, xlill, 3, 253, 273, 
274, 276, 2773 returns to United 
States, xxxvi, 35, 207; superintendent 
of Methodist Mission, xxxil, xli, 210,217 
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Leese (Lease), Jacob Primer, xxiv, xxvi, 
XXVill, 129, 1297, 130 

Leidesdorff (Leedersdoff), W. A., 167 

Lenox, Daniel, 249 

Leslie, Mr., 214, 215 

Lewes, Adolphus Lee, 38, 43, 260 

Lewis County, 107” 

Lewis, Captain Meriwether, xxxii, 104, 
106 

Lewis River, xxx 

Licence of Exclusive Trade, xvi, 178, 
261, 263 

Linn (Lynn), Lewis Fields, xxxii, xxxiii, 
xlvi, 56, 86, 87, 129, 147, 210, 219, 
256, 295 

Linnton, 220, 244, 245, 249, 250 

Liquor, at Fort Stikine, 7, 18, 48 ; pro- 
hibition of, 32, 33, 47, 162, 242-3; 
see also Port Wine, Rum 

Livingstone’s Mine, 62 

Logan, Kenneth, 38, 39, 43 

Logan, Mary, 38” 

Logan, Robert (junior), 22 

Logan, Robert (senior), 387 

London, bills on, 93; docks, 532; 
imports from, 79 ; Jesuit agent in, 36, 
53; letters addressed from, 117; 
letters addressed to, 6, 69, 70, iT a 
96, 96”, 153 5 mentioned, xi, xiii, xvi, 
XVil, XX, XXi, xxvi2, lx, 13”, 140, 29, 
36, 56, 58, 597”, 67, 71, 1220, 123%, 
124, 128, 146, 152, 157, 166, 170, 187 ; 
returns for, lvi, 85, 191, 192, 193 

Long, A. E., 226 

Loriot (Lariat) (brig), xx, 270, 271 

Lowe, Thomas, 39, 43, 107, 147 

Lower Columbia Lake, 62” 

Lower Plain, 39, 41 

Lumber, see Timber 

Lynn Canal, 112 


McCarver, Morton M., 220-50 
McDonald, Angus (a), 22, 178 
McDonald, Angus (b), 37, 38, 20, AC ar. 
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Mcdonald, Archibald, 4, 31, 32, 46, 61, 
62n, 64n 
McGillivray, Montrose, xxviii, 79, 80 
McGillivray River, see Kootenay River 
McGillivray, Simon (junior), 79” 
McKay, Thomas, 171, 211, 248 
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McKenzie, Patrick, 45 

Mackenzie River, r1o, 111 

McKinlay, Archibald, lxi, 90, 1382 

McLeod, Alexander Roderick (senior), 
xix, 58 

McLeod, John (Chief Trader), 275 

McLeod, John Stuart (apprentice), 58 

McLoughlin, David, 38, 39, 40, 41, 1687 

McLoughlin, Eloisa, 80n 

McLoughlin, John (junior), accounts of, 
8, 9, 26-7 3 charged with drunkenness, 
7,8, 253 journal of, 8, 25, 27; letters 
to J. Work from, 9, 22-3, 24 3 murder 
of, Xi, Xvil, xxix, lvi, 6-12, 17, 19-28, 
49, 69, 115-18, 164, 171, 172-3, 177-8 3 
wife of, 7, 8, 25 

McLoughlin, John (senior), account in 
H.B.C. books, xlix, lx, 67, 70, 71, 1197, 
161” ; address to Oregon citizens from, 
263-5, 266; agent-0f, 20, m1, atGrs 
allowance of £500 p.a. to, li, lviii, lix, 
Ix, 90, 114, 115, 141-2, 150, 154, 157, 
158, 163, 164, 169, 170, 1713 ap- 
pointed to Board of Management, lix, 
142”; attitude to boundary dispute, 
xxx, 68, 73, 74, 863 attitude to and 
comments on his son’s murder, lviii, 
6-12, 17, 19-28, 49, 69, 115-18, 171; 
attitude to and remarks on the Califor- 
nian business, xx-i, XXill, XXiv, XxXv, 
XXvl, xxvii, lvi, 5, 29-30, 54, 55-7, 60, 
65-6, 75-85, 167, 168; authorised to 
construct a canal, 141, 239-40; 
becomes an American citizen, Ixii ; 
cattle bought by, 129-30; caveat 
against, 208-10; complains of prices 
charged for goods, 150 ; complaints of 
settlers against, 252, 253-4, 2573 
correspondence with: Baillie, 2, 4, 5, 
148, 152, 303, 305-8, Executive Com- 
mittee, 262, 265, 266, Gordon, 146”, 
147, 304-5, Miller, liv, 72, 144, 145, 
259, 284, Ricord, 2-3, 196, 204-7, 
Seymour, 147, 299-300, 303, 3053 
criticises Dodd, 26 ; criticises Simpson, 
7, 8, 10, II, 12, 22, I1§—16, 132, 154, 
167 ; criticises Work, 24-5 ; daughter 
of, 81”; death of, lxii; defends his 
policy towards settlers, 88-9, 126-8, 
160, 162-3, 171, 286-98 ; depositions 
taken by, 10, 20 ; dispute with Waller, 


INDEX ores 


McLoughlin, John (senior)—cont. 

see Waller, A. F.; drafts in payment 
of mills, see mills etc. purchased by ; 
handling of farming and shipping by, 
xvii, lviii; health of, Ixi, r1g97 ; 
hostility of Americans towards, xxxili ; 
house etc. hired by H.B.C. from, 
1387; in charge of P.S.A.C. affairs, 
xiii, xviiz; knowledge of the Fur 
Trade, xvii ; land claim at Willamette 
Falls, xl, xl, xli, xliii, xliv, xlv, xlvi, 
xlviii, 1, lxii, 1-2, 35, 121, 122, 123, 
150, 153-9, 195-219 ; leave of absence 
granted to, Ix, 142 ; letters from Barclay 
to, xxvi7, lii#, liiin, lviliz, lix, 55, 60, 
60n, 632, 647, 87, 89, 103, I10, 112%, 
113, IIs, 123, 1413 letters from 
Douglas to, 37-44, 161; letters from 
Governor and Committee to, xvi”, 
XX, XXVM, 13) 22, 29, 53%, 103, I10, 
III, 113, I19, 127, 128m, 1407, 161”, 
164” ; letters from Simpson to, xxv”, 
xxviin, xxixm, xliiz, xlviin, xlix, lim, 
lvin, lviin, lxn, 61, 9, 97, 20, 25, 26, 27, 
54, 87, 117, 118m, 120, 121, 123, 126”, 
130M, 131M, 133M, 134%, 135%, 142M, 
156n, 1657; letters from Work to, 8, 47; 
145, 146; letters signed by, 137, 597%, 
61n, 632, 65n, 66n, 69n, 712, 757, 947, 
97m, 151 ; letters and statements in his 
writing, 67, 66, 67; 70n, 71n, 96n, 
1537, 1613 letters to Barclay from, 
59, 61, 63, 65, 66, 69, 70 3 letters to 
Governor and Committee from, xvi, 
XVili7, XIX, XXIV, XXVIN, XXVIIN, XXX”, 
XXXill, XXXVii7, XXXVili7, Xxxix”, xluin, 
In, liin, liiin, lviiiz, 1, 37, 4, 6, 13, 14, 22, 
29) 35> 58, 60, 71, 72, 75, 85%, 87, 89, 
94, 96, 97, 103, II2, 113, I14, 122m, 
125, 131, I§I, 152M, 153, 153%, 186, 
256n, 268 ; letters to Pelly and Allan 
from, 917, 92”, 1443 letters to Sir 
John Pelly from, Xi, XXiv#, xxxm, lvin, 
67, 161, 257n3 letters to Simpson 
from, xixm, xxviin, xlii, xlvill, xlixm, 
liin, lxn, 13, 71, 89, 91%, 113, 121, 130, 
131M, 132M, 133%, 153, 1572 159, 170, 
251m; mills and improvements at 
Willamette Falls purchased by, xlviii, 
xlix, 1, li, lix, xi, 118%, 119”, 120, 1207, 
122, 1427, 153-4, 159, 163, 164, 166, 


McLoughlin, John (senior)—cont. 
168; petition against, 3, 251-6 ; 
private correspondence with Simpson, 
167, 167m, 1713; private papers of, 
liiin, 2862 ; P.S.A.C. correspondence 
with, xvii, 188 ; relations between the 
Governor and Committee and, xvi, 
Xvii, XXvili ; relations between Simp- 
son and, xvii, xxviii, lv-lvi, 164, 167 ; 
remarks on Columbia servants, 13-17 ; 
removes to Oregon City, Ixi, [xii ; 
replies to the changes made in the 
Columbia District, 90-1, 114-15 3 
replies to Warre and Vavasour’s 
charges, lv, 286-98; resigns from 
H.B.C. service, 157, 170; retirement 
of, lix, lx; Ricord’s proclamation 
against, xlvi, 2, 195-8, 212-13}; 
Sandwich Islands business taken from 
control of, lviii, 917 3; scheme for the 
Oregon Beef & Tallow Co., xiv-xvi ; 
supports Provisional Government, see 
Hudson’s Bay Company; suspense 
account in name of, xlvii, 118% ; terms 
of his re-engagement, lix, 90, 114, 
141, 158, 163 3 to assume expenses of 
murder trial, 21; to be removed 
from his charge, lviii; to defend his 
policy in London or Red River, 151, 
157-8, 166, 170; to leave Fort Van- 
couver, 1427; treatment of settlers by, 
lii, lviii, 128, 285-98 ; turning point 
in the career of, xi; views on the 
Beaver by, 18-19 3 visits : California, 
12, England, 68, London, x1, XVli, XX, 
xxi, Monterey, xxiv, Nisqually, 50, 
Oahu, xxiv, San Francisco, xxiv 

McNeill, William Henry, lvi, 30, 31, 57, 
181; biography of, 314-18 

McPhail, John, 107; biography of, 
318 

McPherson, Thomas, 19, 24, 25, 27 

Mactavish, Dugald, xxix, xlix, 70, 119”, 
133) 1495 I§I, 152, 188, 202, 293 

Manson, Donald, accepts inferior beaver 
from the Russians, 110-12; at 
Stikine, 133”, 1343 connection with 
investigations into young McLough- 
lin’s murder, 6, 7, 10, II, 12, 19, 21, 
1643; in charge of Stikine, 26, 48 ; 
mentioned, 4, 31, 32, 90, 91, 100 
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Marion County, 139” 

Martens, 51 

Martineau, Olivier, 19 

Mason County, 106” 

Mathiews, Daniel, 249 

Meek, Stephen, 200, 205 

Merryweather, Moses, 52m, 532 

Merryweather & Sons, Ltd., 53” 

Metcalfe, Lord, 96 

Methodists, see Missionaries 

Mexico, 151”, 191, 278, 279 

Micheltorena, Manuel, 77” 

Miller, William, at Oahu, 68; 
McLoughlin’s correspondence with, 
liv, 72, 74, 75, 102, 144, 145, 259, 


284, 292; mentioned, 1813; Pelly 
and Allan’s correspondence with, 
282-4 

Milling Company, see Island Milling 
Company 


Mills (Grist and Saw), Abernethy’s, 69, 
120M, 122, 123”; at Cathlamet, 183, 
189, 190; at Fort Vancouver, 37, 38, 
41, 42, 43, 60, 1573; at Willamette 
Falls, xli, xlii, xliii, xliv, xlv, xlix, xi, 
2, 118”, 119M, 120M, 137, 142”, 156, 
£90, 190,204, oni ore. 2573 men- 
tioned, xl, 185 3 see also McLoughlin, 
John (senior) 

Millwrights, 61 

Mining, 621 

Missionaries (Missions), American, xxxii, 
295; at Willamette Falls, 3, 199; 
Douglas’s views on, 184-5; in Cali- 
fornia, xviii; in Oregon, xxxi; 
Jesuits, 4, 5, 36, 52, 53, 137, 184, 185, 
288 ; mentioned, 141; Methodist : 
accountant to, xliiz, 126”, as store- 
keepers, 126, 288, 289, build at Wil- 
lamette Falls, xlii, 2, 199, 219, closing 
of Missions, xlvi, 35, 122, 184, 21s, 
218, criticism of, xli-ii, 2, 35, 35-62, 
119-20, desire local government, xxxv, 
hostility to H.B.C. of, 293, in charge 
of George Gary, 36, 367, 215, 216, in 
charge of Jason Lee, xxxii, Bp UGLOR 
199, 201, 204, 210, 211, 217, land laws 
favour, xxxviii, mentioned, 33, 121, 
147, 155, 282, 291, Oregon City lots 
for, 204, 207, 213, 215, 217, 218, pay- 
ment by McLoughlin to, 122, petition 
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Missionaries—cont. 
against McLoughlin, 3, 251, physician 
to, xxxvil, reinforcements for, XXXiil, 
XXXIV, 35, valuation of property, 216, 
see also Waller, A. F.; Protestant, 
288; Roman Catholic, 32, 1sgn, 
184-5, 288 

Missouri, xxxii, xlv, 34, 86, 256 

Modeste (H.M. sloop), at Fort Vancouver, 
XXvil, liv, lv, 181 ; at New Dungeness, 
147 ; commanded by Thomas Baillie, 
XXVIl, I, 34, 49, 81, 147, 152, 180, 305, 
306, 308; in California, xxvii; in 
Columbia R., liii, lv, 1, 35> 148, 305, 
306, 307 3 letters addressed from, 303, 
306, 307 ; provisions for, 52, 57; see 
also Baillie, Capt. Thomas 

Moffatt, Hon. George, 20 

Montana, 617 

Monterey, xviii, xxi, xxii, xxiti, XXIV, 772, 
83, 1672 

Montreal, 15, 16, 167 

Moore, Robert, 241 

Moose Factory, 16 

Morwick, William, 637, 64 

Mott, A. Ciyay tag WS rem So7 

Moussette, Narcisse, 9, 49, 50, $1, 134 

Mules, xviii 

Muller (Mollar), Capt., 4, 5, 36 

Multnomah Island, 178 

Murray, Hon. Mr., 270 

Murthly Castle, 66, 160 


NATIVES, see Indians 

Neah Bay, 192, 194 

Nereide (brig), xxi 

New Archangel, see Sitka 

New Caledonia, 79, 91, 917, 185 

New Dungeness, 147, 303 

Newell, Robert, 139, 249 

Newgate Street, 137 

Newitti, 51 

New Orleans, 278 

New York City, xxxii, 1267, 217 

New York State, 62, 22¢ 

Northern Department of Rupert Land, 
Council of the, see Hudson’s Bay 
Company 

North West Coast, American post on, 
xxx ; British interests on, 96” ; cargo 
for, 187, 188 ; Indians of, 52; men 
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North West Coast—cont. 
tioned, xvii ; Xxxv, 12, 55, 65, 79”, 85, 
88, 143, 160, 258, 299; trade of, 52, 
67, 89, 113, 124, 145, 167” 

North West Company, xvill, 16, 90, 169, 
257 

North West Currency, 343 

North West Passage, 437 


Oanu (WoaAHOO), see Sandwich Islands 

Oak Point, 83, 234 

Oats, 36, 44, 148 

O’Brien, John, 165, 173 

Officers, Retirement of, 114, 158 

Ogden, Michael, gon 

Ogden, Peter, 907, 91 

Ogden, Peter Skene, accompanies Warre 
and Vavasour, lv, 967; appointed to 
Board of Management, lviii, lix, 1427 ; 
at Fort Vancouver, 95, 1303 in Cali- 
fornia, xix ; letters from Governor and 
Committee to, 537, 152”, 1617 ; letter 
from McLoughlin to, 149; letters 
from Simpson to, lvin, lvium, 1187, 
123M, 126M, 130M, 133%, 134M, 135%, 
137-40, 142m, 165”, 285; letters to 
Simpson from, XXviil, xxix”, In, lin, 
lva, lvi, lx, lxin, 146”, 149”, 1597, 285, 
286n ; mentioned, gon, 156, 166, 168 

Okanagan, 4, 32 

Olympia, 1077 

Opposition, xii, 88, 119, 126, 127, 130, 
2 

Oregon, Address from Canadians to 
Americans in, XxxiX, 3, 4, 32 3 Address 
from McLoughlin and Douglas to 
citizens of, 263-5, 266; American 
in, XXxi, XXXIV, 37, 104, see also Settlers ; 
Articles of Compact in government of, 
XXXVIli, 105, 106, 149, 149%, 292, 293 3 
Assessor of, 220-1, 240-1 ;_ botanical 
work in, 532; boundary, XXiX, XXX, 
xxxi, xxiv, xxxvi, lv, lxii, 68, 73, 74, 86, 
g6n, 98, 103, 120, 140, 153, 1595 161, 
164, 169, 178, 179, 190, Ais AK 
301m; British interests in, 299-308, 
see also Columbia River ; census of 
Indians in, 70-17 ; Court of Law in, 
33, 190; delegate o Congress for, 
Ixii; elections in, 32, 222, 223, 225, 
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Oregon—cont. 
258; Executive Committee of, xxxviil, 
72, 104, 108, 220, 259, 262, 265, 266, 
284; Executive of, 223; Governor 
of, xliin, 32, 126”, 153; House of 
Representatives of, 99, 105, 225, 226, 
234, 2363 Judiciary power in, 224, 
226 ; Land Laws of, xxxviil, xxxix, xlv, 
xlvi, Ixii, 32, 107”, 237-8 3 Laws of, 
AN, 5N, 32m, 68, 85, 85”, 107, 179, 
219-50, 225, 258 ; Legislature of, xu, 
32, 68, 85, 852, 99, 103, 104, LO7N, 
139M, 153) 153% 179, 258, 292, 293 3 
mentioned, xx, 2, I01, 126”, 138, 
170M, 251m, 269 ; military affairs in, 
227-33 3 missions in, see Missionaries 
(Missions) ; newspaper report on, 
256-7; Organic Laws of, xxxvill, 
XXXIX, 85, 852, 107M, 109; population 
of, li; prohibition of liquor in, 32, 
47, 242-33 Provisional Government 
in, xxxvi-ix, xliiz, xlv, 4, 32-3, 94-5) 
98, 99”, 104, 105, 108, 126”, 179, 219, 
264, 2663; revenue Of, 220-22; 
Ricord’s proclamation to people of, 
xlvi, 2, 195-8, 212, 213, see also 
Ricord, John; settlement of, see 
Settlers, Willamette Settlement ; soil 
of, 343; Territorial Government of, 
xxxii, 1262; Warre and Vavasour’s 
expedition to, lv, 71”, 96m, 2857 ; 
Wilkes’ report on, 357 

Oregon Beef and Tallow Co., The, xiv 

Oregon City, alternative name of, 195, 
204, 209; H.B.C. store at, lxi, 140 ; 
importance of, li, 140 ; land claim at, 
xl; legislature in session at, 153, 153% 5 
letters addressed from, 99, 105, 153; 
161, 206, 251, 266; lots occupied by 
Methodists in, 215; McLoughlin 
moves to, Ixi, Ixii; mentioned, 437, 
86m, 205, 239, 241, 2433 millsat, l, see 
also Mills (Grist and Saw); plan of, 
42m 5 stores at, 289; town laid out at, 
xliii ; see also Willamette Falls, Willa- 
mette Settlement 

Oregon Historical Society, 1957 

Oregon Provisional Emigration Society, 
269” 

Otters, Land and Sea, xi, 52, 110-11, 136 ; 
see also California 
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Owhyhee (ship), 274 
Owhyhees, see Sandwich Islanders 
Oxen, 45 


PAKENHAM, SIR RICHARD, 162” 

Pallas (brig), li 

Palmerston, Lord, 97” 

Pambrun, P. C., 432 

Parish, Mr., 212 

Parke, Lieut., 146, 147 

Patterson, Joseph R., 249 

Pease, xii, 36, 44, 92-3, 148 

Peel, Sir Robert, lv, 146, 146”, 301”, 302 

Peel, Lieut. William, liv, 146, 147 

Peers, Henry Newsham, 37, 39, 41, 423 
biography of, 318-20 

Peirce; HAs 56 

Pelly, George, and Allan, George Traill, 
li, 12, 57, 60, 66, 81, 91”, 92, 102, 125, 
144, 159, 282, 283, 284 

Pelly, Sir John Henry, as P.S.A.C. agent, 
xiil; dissatisfied with McLoughlin, 
Ivii-vil ; interviews McLoughlin, Ix ; 
letters from McLoughlin to, xi, xxiva, 
xxx, lvin, 67, 161, 257”; letter from 
Simpson to, 1677; letters to Foreign 
Office from, 857, 867, 94n, 97m, 2597 ; 
packages for, 52 

Perkins, Mr., 215 

Perreault, Mme., 275 

Petit, Thomas, 50 

Petitions to Congress, 3, 86, 87, 251, 254, 
256 

Pettygrove, Francis, 126, 261, 262 

Pierce, H. A., see Peirce, H. A. 

Planing Machine, 597, 60 

Point Highfield, xiii 

Polk, J. Knox, 727, 300” 

Pomeroy, Walter, 1597, 203 

Pork, xii, 92-3, 186 

Port Discovery, 146”, 147 

Port Wine, 13 

Potatoes, 48, 195, 199 

Prairie du Thé, 178 

Pressé, Frangois, 16, 19, 20 

Prince Albert (ship), 70n, 71m, 82, 83 

Prince Rupert (ship), 597, 79n 

Prisoners, 9, 10 

Provisional Government, see Oregon 

Provisions for servants, 48 

Public Record Office, 71” 
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Pudding River, 243, 249 

Puget Sound, xxx, 29, 55, 74, 83, 85, 
1067, 120”, 146 

Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company, 
agents for, xiii, xvii; at Cowlitz 
Settlement, 148; founded, xiii, xvii, 
xviiz ; hides foe 523 lease farms to 
settlers, xxxv ; McLoughlin in charge 
of, xili, xviiz 3 McLoughlin’s letters to 
188 ; mentioned, xlii, Ivili, 1227”, 1420, 
157, ee 169 ; origin of, xiv ; support 
Oregon Provisional Government, 108 ; 
wheat from, 112 ; wool from, 52 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDs, 48 
Quyatierra Country, 183 


Rag, ELoisA MCLOUGHLN, xix, 807 

Rae, William Glen, at Fort Stikine, 49 ; 
at San Francisco, 31, 68, 290; causes 
of his death, xxviii; character of, 
xxvill ; children of, xxviii, 80 ; death 
of, xxvii, xxix, lix, 75-84, 149; in 
charge of Californian business, xxi, 
XXlll, XXIV, XXVi, 5, 29, 545 55> 56 575 
60, 55, 75, 168, 171 ; instructions to, 
XXViN, 29, 76”; letters to, xxvin, xxvii, 
81; statements by, 78n ; supercargo 
of the Cadboro, xix; wife of, xix, 
XXVIli, 80, 81 

Rate of Exchange, 136-7, 141 

Rations, 48 

Raymond, -, 183 

Record, John, see Ricord, John 

Redoubt St. Dionysius, xiii 

Red River Settlement, baptisms at, 387, 
58, 792 ; Councils held at, 1”, lviii, 
lixn, gim, 141m, 142m, 150”; letters 
addressed by Simpson from, xlix, 6”, 
Qn, 54, 118m, 122M, 130M, 131M, 133M, 
134”, 142”, 156, 177, 28523; men- 
tioned, lv, Ix, 72, 96”, 157, 166, 170, 
290 ; settlers in Oregon from, xxxv 

Requisitions, 52, 69, 186, 191 

Ricord (Record), John, xlv, xlvi, 2, 3, 3 55 
195-8, 203, 205, 207, 208, 210, Sue 
212-13 

Ridley, -, 78” 

Ridley, James Henry, 797 

Riondel, 62” 

Roads, 219-20, 235, 245-50, 263 
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Rob, Mr., 212 

Roberts, George Barber, 30, 39, 43, 63%; 
64 

Robin’s Nest, 235, 241 

Rocky Mountains, xxx, xxxvii, lvi, 13, 28, 
387, 59, 61, 66, 72, QO-I, III, 1427, 
OO; LOL, 268, 200, 2719 207 

Roman Catholics, see Missionaries 

Ross, Sir James, 437 

Rowand, Alexander, 117 

Rowand, John (senior), 24, 116, 117 

Royal Botanic Gardens (Kew), 537, 597 

Rum, 117 

Rupert Land, xliii, 122%, 141, 150”, 286 

Russel, Lord John, 301 

Russel, Osborne, 262, 265, 266 

Russian American Company (Russians), 
agent for, 1673; agreement (1839) 
with H.b.Ci; xi,au1, xml 5 at Sitka, 11 ; 
attitude to and difficulties about young 
McLoughlin’s murder, 6, 10, 11, 19, 
20-1, 28, 49; beaver exchanged for 
otters with H.B.C., 110-12; beef for, 
Xii, xill, 31 ; bills of exchange on, 57 ; 
Douglas negotiates with, xxiii; flour 
for, xu, Xi, T12; 124, 125, 128, 286, 
289 ; goods for, xvii, 31, 55, 83, 192 5 
in California, xxvii, xxviii ; mentioned, 
523 Oregon produce for, 2852, 286 ; 
otters for rent, sale or exchange with, 
xi, 52, 110-11 3 wheat for, xii, xili, 65, 
124, 125, 133, 139, 148, 163, 286, 289, 
see also Sitka 

Russians, see Russian American Company 


SACRAMENTO RIVER, XVili, XIX, 597 

Sacramento Valley, xxi 

St. Louis, xxxiv, 5, 178, 288 

St. Petersburgh, 69, 111 

Sale Tariff to Missionaries and Settlers, 
I4l, 150” 

Sale Tariff to Officers and Servants, 150 

Salmon, xvili, xxi, 85, 92-3, 124, 144, 
182, 186, 192 

Salt, 68, 85 

Sandwich Islanders (Kanakas, Owhy- 
hees), 6, 7, 9%) II, 19, 20, 44, I17; 
173 

Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands, (Honolulu, 
Oahu (Woahoo) ), agents in, 917, 283 ; 
bills of exchange on, 57, 1373 British 
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Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands—cont. 
Consul General in, see Miller, Wil- 
liam ; detached from Columbia Dis- 
trict, lviii, g1# ; flour for, 75”, 85, yI, 
113, 12%, 128, 143, 149, 152, 182 3 
goods and produce for, 75”, 85, 191; 
192, 193; H.M. Acting Consul in, 
68 ; inventory at, 12 ; letters addressed 
from, 102, 120, 1457”, 282, 283, 284 5 
McLoughlin in, xxiv, lix, 12; men- 
tioned, xxii, RXV, ly 5; 29> 31s 35> 59; 
60, 65, 83, 84, 93, 98, 136, 1462, 
168, 181, 186, 190, 204, 206, 304-5, 
306; Messrs. Pelly and Allan in, 
81; Oregon produce for, 285, 286, 
2893 prices in, 79; salmon for, 85, 
124, 1823; settlers from, 178; sheep 
from, xvi; Simpson in, xxiv, 12 3 
timber for, 757, 85, 91-2, 124, 1435 
149, 155, 158, 159, 166, 182, 1923 
U.S. Vice Consul in, 167” 

San Francisco (St. Francisco, Yerba 
Buena), business to be closed at, 85, 
143, 149, 151-23 establishment at, 
XXi, XXiil, XXVi7, xxix, 84; goods at, 
84; letters and statements addressed 
from, 75, 787; mentioned, xviii, xix, 
Xxii, 28, 56, 76, 777, 83, 258 3 premises 
at, xxiv, xxix; W. G. Rae at, xxiv, 5, 
29, 31, 68, 2903; Simpson in, XXIV ; 
site of H.B.C. premises in, xxix ; see 
also California, Rae, W. G. 

San Francisco Bay, xix, xxii 

Sangster, James, 181, 306 

San Joaquin River, xix 

San José Guadalupe, 76” 

Saskatchewan District, 45”, 49 

Sault Ste. Marie, 96” 

Savard, Joseph, 48, 1337, 145 

Scarborough, James, 57 

School, 5, 184 

Sea Otters, see Otters 

Servants, behaviour during the Fort 
Vancouver fire, 44 ; deserters, 14, 15, 
75M, JO, 100, 102, 122, 132; engage- 
ment of, 15-16; ill treatment of, 14, 
131-2; Indian wives of, 275-6; 
inferiority of, 13, 14, 15, 16 ; murder 
plot by Stikine, 47-8; prisoners 
treated as retiring, 9; rations issued to, 
48 ; wages of, 15 3 see also Fort Stikine 
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Settlement, The, see Willamette Falls, 
Willamette Settlement 

Settlers (Emigrants, Immigrants), Ad- 
dress from Canadian to American’ 
XXXIX, 3-4, 32; Address from 
McLoughlin and Douglas to, 263-5 ; 
American, XxXi, XXXIV, XXXV, XXXVIl, 
liv, Hi, 3-4, 325634). 103, 128, 1292, 
180, 3043 attitude to half-breeds, 73, 
190; behaviour during Fort Van- 
couver fire, 44; Canadian, xxxvi, 
XXXVIl, 3-4, 32, 73, 180 3 cattle bought 
by, XX, Xxxilv, 12973; character of, lii, 
lili, 147, 152-3, 190; debts of, lii, liz, 
lvitiy, 88,126, 126H,. 1277528, 420, 
160 3 encroachments on H.B.C. land 
by, 190, see also Williamson, Henry ; 
for California, 28, 34, 473; from 
England, 153; from Missouri, 34, 47 ; 
from Red River, xxxv ; numbers of, 
XXXV, XXXVill, li, 46-7, 143, 178, 256, 
258, 289, 291, 292 3 prices charged to, 
141; relations between H.B.C. and, 
XXX, XXXVI, 73, 86-7, 97”, 101, 128-9, 
150, 155, 161-2, 163-4, 168-9, 171, 
178-9, 219, 2513; return to United 
States, 47; Simpson’s recommenda- 
tions to guard against aggression from, 
882; Warre and Vavasour on, 286- 
98; see also McLoughlin, John 
(senior), Willamette Falls, Willamette 
Settlement 

Seymour, Sir George Francis, liv, 74, 
147, 285, 299-300, 303, 305 

Sheep, xxxv, 39, 47, 184; see also Cali- 
fornia 

Shingles, see Timber 

Ships, chartered, 124, 125; 166, 18, 
172; building costs of, 58 ; necessary 
for California trade, xxvi, 56, see also 
California, lack of shipping for ; new 
one required, 58, 58”; passengers on, 
47; to depart from Fort Victoria, 
882; voyages made by 56”, 191-4 

Shoes, 13 

Shortess Petition, 3, 251-6 

Shortess, Robert, 251-6 

Sidney (New South Wales), 112, 113 

Silver, 62 

Silver & Co.,'71 

Simmons, M. T., 106 


Simpson, Amilius, xviil, xviliz, xix 
Simpson, Alexander, xxi, xxi, xxii 
Simpson, Sir George, agent for Puget’s 


Sound Agricultural Company, xiii ; 
arrangements for Warre and Vava- 
sour’s expedition made by, 962; 
attitude to and comments on young 
McLoughlin’s murder, xi, 6, 7,°9, 11, 
117, 1773 attitude to the land claim 
at Willamette Falls, xl, xli, xlii, xliv, 
xlvii, Ix ; attitude to and views on the 
Californian venture, xx—xxi, xxiv-—v, 
XXVll, XXIX, 54, 823 correspondence 
(private) with McLoughlin, 167, 1671, 
171; correspondence (private) with 
officers, lvi; correspondence with 
Wrangell, r1o-113; criticized by 
McLoughlin, 7, 8, 10, If, 12, .22, 
II5-16, 132, 154, 1673 depositions 
taken by; 7, 10, 11, 20, 245) 23;02% 
28, 49, 69, 116, 165, I7I, 172-33 
letters from Barclay to, xxvin, lvin, 
Ivii, lviliz ; letters from Douglas to, 
xix#, XXXi, xxxve, xlvy, xlvu, dig 
Ixiiz, 177, 188; letters from Douglas 
and Ogden to, xxixn, lvm, lxin, 1381 
285, 286” ; letters from Governor and 
Committee to, xviim, xxin, lviin, 582, 
TIO, 118, 118%, 123, 124M, 1257, 1290 5 
letters from McLoughlin to, xix, 
xxvii, xii, xlviu, xlix, liin, lxn, 13, 
71, 89, 91%, 113, 121, 130, 131”, 1327 
133%) 153, 187, 159, 170,261 + letters 
from Ogden to, xxvili, xxixn, ln, lin, 
lvn, lvi, Lx, Ixin, 146”, 1497, 159n, 285, 
286”; letters to Douglas from, 177, 
286; letters to Governor and Com- 
mittee from, xiv”, Xvm, XXm, Xxxin, 
XXXIIM, XXXIV, XXXVM, XXXviin, xl, 
xliiz, xlvii, liva, 16”, 22, 91”, 117, 118, 
118M, 120, 122%, 125%, 129, 186% 
letters to McLoughlin from, xxva, 
XXVii#, Xxixm, xliin, xlviin, xlix, liin, 
lxn, 62, 9, 9%, 20, 25, 26, 27, S4yuerm 
I17, 120, 121, 123, 131”, 1563 letters 
to McLoughlin, Ogden, and Douglas 
from, lviv, lviinm, 118”, 123”, 1260, 
130M, 133M, 134%, 135%, 137-40, 142M, 
1652; McLoughlin’s re-engagement 
arranged through, lix, lx, 90, 114, 141, 
158, 163 ; mentioned, 14, 50, 762, 79; 
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Simpson, Sir George—cont. 
161, 287, 290; negotiates agreement 
with Russians, xii, xili ; recommenda- 
tions to guard against aggression from 
settlers, 887; relations between 
McLoughlin and, xvii, xxviii, lv—vi, 
164, 1673 secretary to, 177% 3 views 
on McLoughlin’s scheme for the 
export of beef and tallow, xiv, xv ; 
views on settlers’ debts, 126, 1267; 
visits: California, xxvm, 12, 29, 
Columbia District, xv, xxx, Xxxll, 171, 
Fort Vancouver, xxiv, Fort Stikine, 8, 
To 2s 27, 172; Hainburg, “xii, 
London, xiii, xvii, xx, Monterey, xxiv, 
Pacific Coast, xi, xxxv, xli, 12, Red 
River, see Red River Settlement, 
letters addressed from, Sandwich 
Islands (Honolulu, Oahu) xxiv, 12, 30, 
San Francisco, xxiv, 78”, Sitka, 191 

Sinclair, William, 81; biography of, 320-1 

Sitka (New Archangel), cargo for, 192 ; 
Columbia at, 20, 52, 653; mentioned, 
Britis 1,959,102, EIT, 124%, 143,'193 5 
otters sent to, 52, 145; Russians at, 
Ai, kis 2s wheat for, Xil, 31, 67; 
68, 83, 124, 125, 189, 191 

Skins, see Furs 

Slacum, William A., xx, xxxll, XXxxill, 
FKEVI, 129, 14°7,/269%, 270, 271, 273; 
274, 276, 278 

Slavery, 233-4, 271, 275 

Smith, A. T., 244 

Smith, Isaac W., 105, 149 

Smith, Jedediah, 72, 268, 272, 291 

Smith, Philip, 9, 10, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
TUS AE NOL 73 

Smith, William, lix, rrr 

Smith, William Gregory, 852, 977 

Snake Country, 30, 37, 59, 86, 135, 1555 
183, 189, 291 

Snake River, xxvil 

Sonoma, xxii 

Southern Party, see California, hunting 
party in : 

Spars, see Timber 

Spaulding, Josiah, xxxili, xxxiv, 4, 57; 
725 75, 86, 129, 268 

Spencer, Edward, 107 

Spencer, William, 20 

Spiers. Mr., 787 
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Springfield Fournal, 257 

Steamer, see Beaver 

Stewart, Sir William Drummond, 53, 
57, 66, 67, 160, 161, 161” 

Stikine River, xii, xill 

Stuart, John, 582 

Stuart Lake, g1” 

Stuart, P.'G., 262, 265, 266 

Sugar, 68 

Surridge, Richard, 13 

Sutter, John Augustus, 183 

Sutton, William, 256 

Sylvester, Capt. Avery, 91 


TAHITI (OTAHEITI), 757, 92, 93, 125 

Taku River, xiil 

Talbot, H.M.S., 284, 292 

Tallow (grease), Xvi, 1297; 
California 

Thom, Adam, xliii, xliv, xlvili, 121, 
122M, 190 

Thompson, Capt., 274 

Thompson, Sir Thomas, 102, 284, 292 

Thurston, Samuel R., Ix 

Tillamook (Killimaux) Country, 272 

Timber (deals, lumber, shingles, spars), 
for California, xviii, xxi; mentioned, 
68, 155, 156-7, 165 ; sale of, 144, 166, 
252, 2543 see also Sandwich Islands 

Times, The, 87, 256, 300” 

Tod, John, 32, 90, 100 

Tolmie, William Fraser, 199 

Toovigora, -, 43 

Trinity House, lx 

Trudelle, Louis, 47 

Tualatin (Twalatine) County, 219, 226, 
227, 234, 236, 243-4 

Tualatin (Twalatine, Falatine) Plains, 
AS, 244, 2455 249) 250 

Tulare Valley, xxviii 

Tumwater, 1077 

Tyler, John, 877, 302” 


see also 


UMPQUA INDIANS, 72 

Umpqua River, 272 

United States of America, Congress of, 
XXXI, XXXil, XXXili, XxXxIX, lxii, 3, 268, 
300, 302; Congress reports, 56, 75 ; 
emigrants from, 4, 523 hostility to 
H.B.C. in, liii, 4, 129, 140; Indian 
agent for, xxxvii, 33; mentioned, 8, 28, 
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United States of America—cont. 
34, 74, 198; Petitions to Congress of, 
FOC O00 Sp WO AGN he des 
emption laws of, 1207, 197, 209; 
President of, 72, 727, 877, 301, 302 3 
Senate of, 72, 86, 219, 267 

United States Exploring Expedition, 
XXXV1, 357 

VALLEJO, Mariano Guadalupe, xxii, 
XXlll, XXIV, XXVil, XXVIll, XXVilI7 

Valleyfield (ship), 29, 31, 55, 65, 83, 
192 

Valparaiso, 56, 79 

Vancouver, see Fort Vancouver 

Vancouver (barque), cargo of, 152; 
commanded by A. Duncan, 58”; 
commanded by C. Mott, 74, 143, 151, 
187; mentioned, 56, 65, 93 ; voyages 
of, XXVi, XXIX, 5, 29, 55, 55%, 83, 85, 92, 
1237, 125, 1435 TAQ, W5i, 187, 208, 
189, 192, 199 

Vancouver District, 106, 109 

Vancouver Island, 51-2, 258 

Vavasour, Mervin, lv, 71”, 96n, 146, 
147, 285, 286—98 

Vera Cruz, 278 

Vessels, see Ships 


WAGES, 15, 135 

Waldo, Daniel, 249 

Walker, C. M., 235 

Walker, Joe, 235 

Wallamatte Settlement, see Willamette 
Settlement 

Walla Walla, see Fort Nez Percées 

Walla Walla Indians, 183 

Wallace Prairie, 249 

Waller, Rev. Alvan F., his opinion of the 
Willamette Falls site, xlii; disputes 
McLoughlin’s claim at Willamette 
Falls, xli, xliii, xly, xlvi, xlvuy 2,2, 35; 
120, I2I, 121%, 150, 195-8, 206, 207, 
208-10, 210-19 

Warre, Henry J., lv, 717, 96, 146, 285, 
286-98 

Warships, 52 

Washington, D. C., 162, 208, 270, 302 

Washington Territory, 106”, 1077 

Waters, James, 244 

Whaling Ships, 51 
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Wheat, from Cowlitz Settlement, 133, 
133%; from Fort Vancouver, 140 ; 
from Willamette Settlers, 33, 138%, 
155, 160, 165; grown in Columbia 
District, 112 3 measurement of, 252, 
253-4 ; mentioned, 34, 132 ; price of, 
113, 148, 2573 returns of, 36 ; stocks 
of, 148; see also California, Russian 
American Company, Sitka 

Whidbey Island, xxx 

White, Elijah P., xxxvii, li, 28, 93, 86; 
IOI, 169, 214, 215, 252, 2535 262 

Whitman, Dr. Marcus, xxxii 

Wilkes, Charles, xxxvi, Xxxvii, 35 

Wilkins, Caleb, 244, 245, 249, 250 

Willamette Cattle Co., xx 

Willamette Falls, alternative name of, 
195, 204, 209; canal at, xl, 1417, 239- 
40 ; encroachments by Methodists at, 
119-22, see also Waller, A. F.; F. 
Ermatinger in charge at, 138, 265, 
290; Government to meet at, 225; 
H.B.C. business at, li, lxi, 137,\138, 
1387, 140, 155, 165, 287,.290%; Li.Buee 
land claim at, xvill, xxxix, xl, xli, 
xlviil,, Iviii, lix, Ix, 121, 150, 156m 
1853 importance of, 119, 140; 
letters addressed from, 201, 216, 255, 
256 ; McLoughlin’s land claim at, xl, 
xli, xlv, xlvi, xlviii, Ixii, 1-2, 35, 147, 
150, 185, 195-2193; mentioned, liii, 
98, 103, I40M, 274, 277, 278, 2793 
Milling Company at, see Island Milling 
Company; mills at, xlv, xlix, 118, 
IIQN, 120M, 137, 142M, 163, 199, 257, 
see also Mills (Grist and Saw) ; mission 
at, xli, xliii, 199, 201; roads from, 
235, 244, 245, 2493; town at, 257; 
Waller’s land claim at, 1-3, 195-8, 
208-10; wheat stored at, 148; see 
also Oregon City, Willamette Settle- 
ment 

Willamette River, xv, xviii, xl, 195, 238, 
239, 241, 243, 249 

Willamette Settlement, Americans in, 
XX, XXX, XXXIV, XXXVill, 3-4, 32,009 
109, 262, 2923; Canadians (British 
subjects) in, Xxxiv, XXXVIll, 3-4, 15, 32, 
292; cattle for, xx, 1297, a3gom 
climate of, 152 ; crops in, 333 debts 
in, IOI, 102, 139, 140; deserting 
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Willamette Settlement—cont. 
servants in, 14, 15, 100, 1323 fire in, 
45 harvest in, 4 3 Jesuits in or near, 
5, 184; Legislature of, see Oregon ; 
mentioned, xxxvii, 28, 46, 757%, 86, 91, 
95, 97%, 98, 164, 182, 2517, 256, 271, 
282, 287, 291, 295, 296; mills in, see 
Willamette Falls; nuns in, 5, 184; 
population of, xxxiv, 47 ; prohibition 
in, 32-3; Provisional Government in, 
see Oregon ; relations between H.B.C. 
and settlers in, XXX, XXXVI, 977; 
school in, 5, 36; settlers arrive ings 
152, 289 ; visited by Capt. Baillie, 1, 
34, 180; visited by Warre and Vava- 
sour, 146 3 wheat from, 33, 1387, 1555 
165; see also Oregon City, Settlers, 
Willamette Falls 

Willamette Valley, xiv, XXxv, xli, xliv, h, 
345 992, 160 3 see also Willamette Falls, 
Willamette Settlement 

Willams, R., 249 

Williamson, Henry, liv, 72, 73, 101, 104, 

~ 259-67, 284, 292, 293 

Wilson, Albert E., 182, 189, 190, 251%; 
289 

Windy Mountains, 160 

Wire Cloth, 69 
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Woahoo (Oahu), see Sandwich Islands 

Wool, xvi, 52, 186 

Work, John, appointed to Board of 
Management, lix; criticized by 
McLoughlin, 24-5 5 health of, 22, 51, 
178 3 in California, xix ; in charge of 
Fort Simpson, 21, 513 letters from 
Governor and Committee to, 1527 ; 
letters from McLoughlin to, 7, 83 
letters from McLoughlin, jnr.; to, 9, 
22-3, 24; letter from Simpson to, 
285; letters to McLoughlin from, 8, 
47, 145, 1463 mentioned, 27, 48, 
145; wife of, 8 

Wrangell, Baron Ferdinand, 110 

Wyeth, Nathaniel J., xvi, 119, 127, 178, 
269n, 269-70, 278, 282 

Wyllie, R. C., 268 


YAMHILL COUNTY, 220, 226, 227, 234, 
236, 243 : 

Yamhill Falls and River, 220, 235, 244, 
245, 249 

Yerba Buena, see San Francisco 

Yoncalla, 997 

York Factory, 6, 9; 155 20) 48, 49» 59» 64, 
re ig . . 

Young, Ewing, xxxvi, 276, 277, 278 
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p. 16, line 7 


of note 


p. 412 


First SERIFS 


No. 5 under Coast Trade. For September 29, 1838, read 
September 29, 1836. 

Substitute : The entries in this ledger are in North West currency 
of which the livre was worth double that of Canadian currency. 
(See G. C. Davidson, The North West Company (Berkeley, Cahf., 
1918), p. 237). The pound Sterling was worth 263 Canadian 
livres or 134 North West livres, and the pound Halifax exchanged 
at 24 Canadian livres or 12 North West livres. In 1812, 1813 
and again in 1814, McLoughlin’s personal account was credited 
with the item: “ By Salary... 2400’, so he was paid at the rate 
of £180 Sterling or £200 Halifax per annum. See Ore. Hist. 
Quar., XLV, Burt Brown Barker (ed.), “ McLoughlin 


Proprietary Account with North West Company ”’, pp. 218-27. 
For See p. 340, read See p. 240. 
For the entry under DALLES, THE substitute: DALLES, 


THE (Lower Columbia R.), xciv, xcix, 85, and add Dalles des 


Mortes (Upper Columbia R.), 293. 


SECOND SERIES 


For February 29, 1839 read February 20, 1839. 


Insert 46 in entry for Dalles (Lower Columbia R.). For Dalles 
(Upper Columbia R.) read : Dalles des Mortes (Upper Columbia 
R.), 57, 128. Add: Dalles, Little (Upper Columbia R.), 1037. 
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